
English 132: Research and Argument 

Section 015 
Fall 2011 

Instructor: Ms. Amanda D. Franks 

 

Office: Liberal Arts North, 328 

 

Office Phone: 936-468-2425 

 

Email: Use the Mail feature in Blackboard / if Blackboard is unavailable, send email to 

franksad1@sfasu.edu 

Class meeting time and place: 12:00-12:50PM MWF Ferguson 183 

 

Office Hours 

Face-to-Face 

Monday-Thursday 9:00-10:30AM 

Prerequisite 

Students must have earned a grade of C or higher in English 131 (or equivalent). 

Official Course Description 

This is the course description that appears in the official SFA course catalog: 

Continued study and application of the writing process and the skills of writing with a focus on 

the forms of argumentative writing and on research methods, such as gathering, evaluating, 

summarizing, synthesizing, and citing source information. Prerequisite: C in English 131. Must 

earn a C or higher to be admitted to any English 200 level course. 

Course Overview 

The general objective of this course is to learn, improve, and demonstrate effective, appropriate 

use of written Standard English in the context of the academic environment. This course 

introduces you to the essential elements of writing argumentative/persuasive essays.  This course 

is both writing and reading intensive. We will work on types of writing such as: Summary, 

Analysis, Synthesis, and Argument.  Through these types of writing, we will encounter ideas 



such as: Narrative, Definition, Description, and other ways to develop our ideas.  We will also 

review concepts such as the rhetorical triangle (Ethos, Pathos, and Logos) and audience. 

As this is a face-to-face course, you will be making frequent use of a computer and of 

Blackboard and participating in class discussions. You'll be expected to use email and to conduct 

online research. The syllabus indicates clearly the progress expected--no surprises, so you can 

prepare well ahead if you feel inclined to excel. 

The focus will be on clear, concise, complete written communication. This level of 

communication requires a well-defined concept of "audience" and a carefully thought-out 

message. 

Official Course Outcomes and Objectives 

Program Learning Outcomes: 
This is a general education core curriculum course and no specific program learning outcomes 

for this major are addressed in this course. 

General Education Core Curriculum Objectives/Outcomes: 

Communication EEO 1:  To understand and demonstrate writing and speaking processes 

through invention, organization, drafting, revision, editing, and presentation. 

Communication EEO 2:  To understand the importance of specifying audience and purpose and 

to select appropriate communication choices. 

Communication EEO 3:  To understand and appropriately apply modes of expression, i.e., 

descriptive, expositive, narrative, scientific, and self-expressive, in written, visual, and oral 

communication. 

Communication EEO 4:  To participate effectively in groups with emphasis on listening, 

critical and reflective thinking, and responding. 

Communication EEO 5:  To understand and apply basic principles of critical thinking, problem 

solving, and technical proficiency in the development of exposition and argument. 

Communication EEO 6:  To develop the ability to research and write a documented paper 

and/or give an oral presentation. 

Student Learning Outcomes: 

1. We will work on developing our critical thinking skills by using various reading, writing, 

and discussion exercises.  By building these skills, you prepare yourself not only for 

further academic writing you will encounter in the future, but also any writing you will 

produce in your professional career.  Therefore, it is imperative to your future that you 

develop these skills to their fullest potential. 



2. During the semester, we will examine writing as a recursive process, which means for 

writing to be successful it must go through several purposeful stages (reading, thinking, 

drafting, and revising).  As a class, we will go through each of these steps in the hopes 

that they will not only become second nature, but also, so you can understand which 

methods of writing work best for you. 

3. Through our readings and written assignments, we will examine aspects of writing that 

may not be immediately apparent, such as audience, tone, structure, and style.  We will 

also look at the rhetorical triangle (ethos, pathos, logos).  By studying these concepts we 

will gain a further understanding of how our writing impacts others and vice versa.  We 

will also recognize how the traditional five-paragraph essay is limited.  We will explore 

other style structures and how they may or may not work for a given assignment. 

4. As much as we all may cringe at the idea of grammar, mechanical errors impact the way 

our writing is received.  During the semester, as the need arises, we will go over rules of 

grammar.  I have included an Editorial Checklist, which was prepared by Dr. Christine 

McDermott, for you to use.  It addresses some of the most common grammatical and 

mechanical errors that plague writers of all levels. 

5. To help you better understand the world of research, we will discuss key vocabulary in 

the field of rhetoric.  We will discuss models of argument such as Toulmin, Rogerian, 

and Aristotelian.  You will be formally introduced to MLA documentation style, and will 

continue to discuss logical fallacies and ways to avoid their use. 

6. Regardless of your choice in major, and eventual career, the ability to communicate 

effectively through writing is an essential skill.  My goal is to provide you with the 

information and assignments that will improve your reading and writing skills.  Your goal 

should be to take advantage of this class to develop these skills for your own future 

benefit. 

Required Course Texts 

Lumber Jacks Write (will be handed out by instructor) 

The Flat World Knowledge Handbook for Writers (is available for free on-line) See handout 

given in class for ways to access :) 

Harris, Muriel. Prentice-Hall Reference Guide, Eighth Edition (I will be using page numbers 

from the newest edition, but feel free to buy the seventh) 

Birkenstein, Cathy and Gerald Graff. They Say, I Say: The Moves that Matter in Academic 

Writing 

Deadlines 

You are expected to turn in all assignments on time, and failure to do so will result in a grade 

deduction on the assignment of 5% per day. No assignments will be accepted more than 7 days 



late and no assignments will be accepted after the Wednesday, December 14th (Week of Finals). 

THIS IS NOT A SELF-PACED COURSE. However, if you experience extenuating 

circumstances and are unable to meet a deadline, please contact your instructor immediately so 

that arrangements can be made to extend the deadline as needed. 

Major assignments will typically be due on Friday nights, by 10 PM. However, they will be 

accepted without question and without penalty through 10 PM the following day (Saturday) - so 

if you find yourself running a bit behind on a major assignment, you do have a built in cushion of 

time in which to finish. 

Communication and In-Class Discussion 

Course communication will be primarily in Blackboard Mail, Class Descussions, and 

Announcements. I will check my Blackboard email at least once each evening, Monday through 

Friday. Lecture material will be delivered in Class Descussions. 

Phone messages and Email 

You may reach me by phone during my face-to-face office hours if you have a quick question. 

When in doubt, outside of my face-to-face office hours, try contacting me by email. You are 

welcome to email me through Blackboard or at my regular SFA address (franksad1@sfasu.edu). 

If you send me an email through Titan/MySFA email, please include "273" somewhere in the 

subject line. Otherwise, your message may be easily lost amongst the large volume of email I 

receive each day. 

Technical difficulties 

If at any point during the course you experience technical difficulties in Blackboard, please let 

me know immediately. Also, keep in mind that a technical glitch in Blackboard does not excuse 

you from completing and submitting assignments on time. If you ever find yourself unable to 

submit an assignment through Blackboard, for example, you should submit it as an email 

attachment instead. And if the mail in Blackboard isn't working, then send me your assignment 

through regular Titan/mySFA mail (my address is FRANKSAD1@SFASU.EDU). 

Another option is to contact Andra Floyd, the Student Support Specialist for distance education, 

by email at MYCOURSES@SFASU.EDU or phone (936-468-1919) for help. Andra is an expert 

at helping students solve technical difficulties in Blackboard. 

Assignments 

All writing assignments must be typed and submitted as a Microsoft Word, Rich Text Format, or 

PDF documents online through MyCourses. All assignments will be graded for proper format, 



soundness of content, attention to rhetorical context, resourcefulness, grammar, mechanics, and 

(when specified by the assignment) document design. 

Assignments submitted in an incorrect file type will be counted as late (and a grade deduction 

made accordingly) until an acceptable file type is submitted. After submitting an assignment, it is 

the student's responsibility to check their Submitted assignments tab to verify that the correct file 

was submitted. 

All assignments must be completed in the order in which they are given, and you must complete 

all the major assignments in order to pass this course. No assignments will be accepted more 

than 7 days late, nor will any assignments be accepted after Wednesday, December 14. No 

exceptions will be made. 

 All three core assignments must be completed in order to pass the course. 
 Minor assignments (including drafts and peer critiques) must be completed by the due 

dates in order to receive credit. 

 If you are running into delays completing any assignments (major or minor) and want to 

avoid grade penalties, CONTACT MS. FRANKS AHEAD OF THE DUE DATE to 

explain the problem and ask for a short extension (which will under many circumstances 

be granted). 

You will be required to submit major assignments Once: one copy to Turnitin (i.e. Turn It In, a 

plagiarism detection service). The process is easy and can be completed entirely in MyCourses. 

You are expected to turn in assignments by the due date and time. Your instructor will NOT 

grade your assignment until you have submitted a copy to Turnitin. 

Major assignments 

There will be six major assignments in this class, of varying lengths and with varying point 

values. The three core assignments are the Argument Analysis, Argument Synthesis, and a 

Researched Argument. Failure to complete any of the three core assignments will result in a 

grade of F for the course. 

 Project 1: Summary 

 Project 2: Argument Analysis 

 Project 3: Argument Synthesis 

 Project 4: Proposal in Power Point format 

 Project 5: Annotated Bibliography 

 Project 6: Researched Argument 

Drafts & peer critiques 

In your first Freshman English course you learned that writing is a recursive process - in other 

words, that drafting is an important part of the writing process. In English 132, we will continue 

the process of drafting major assignments and providing peer feedback on drafts. You will be 



able to post drafts to discussion boards and also leave feedback for one another via the discussion 

boards. 

Grade determination 

Major Projects 

Summary. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 points 

Argument Analysis* . . . . . . . . . . . .75 points 

Argument Synthesis* . . . . . . . . . . .100 points 

Proposal in Power Point format . . . 25 points 

Annotated Bibliography . . . . . . . . .50 points 

Researched Argument* . . . . . . . . 125 points 

* These are the core assignments of the course, and MUST be completed in order to pass. Failure 

to complete any of these 3 assignments will result in an F for the course. 

 

 

Drafts 
Argument Analysis. . . . . . . . . . . . 15 points 

Argument Synthesis. . . . . . . . . . . 15 points 

Researched Argument . . . . . .. . . 15 points 

Annotation draft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 points (a much shorter draft than the others) 

Peer critiques 
Argument Analysis. . . . . . . . . . . 10 points 

Argument Synthesis. . . . . . . . . . 10 points 

Researched Argument. . . . . . . . 10 points 

 

Topic Posts 
Report topic post . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5 points 

Class Participation 
Participation in class discussions. . . . . . . . .25 points 

Miscellaneous 
Learning agreement . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 points 

Introductory post . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5 points 

 

Total possible points . . . . . . . . 520 
 
All major assignments will be graded according to rubrics that help to define the various aspects 

of each assignment (i.e. style, content, grammar, etc.) and you will be familiarized with the 

rubrics before each assignment is due. 

Minimum points required for an A........468 



Minimum points required for a B..........416 

Minimum points required for a C..........364 

Minimum points required for a D..........312 

Any score below 312 points will result in an F for the course; scores will not be "rounded up" 

or curved 

 
Other course policies 

Academic integrity 

Academic integrity is a responsibility of all university faculty and students. Faculty members 

promote academic integrity in multiple ways including instruction on the components of 

academic honesty, as well as abiding by university policy on penalties for cheating and 

plagiarism. 

Cheating and plagiarism are not tolerated in this course. Documented proof of cheating or 

plagiarism will result in a failing grade (of zero) on the assignment, and usually also a 

failing grade in the course. Rewrites and second chances are seldom permitted. The 

following is taken from the University Policy and Procedures Manual (online), Section A-9.1 of 

Academic Affairs: 

Definition of Academic Dishonesty 

Academic dishonesty includes both cheating and plagiarism. Cheating includes but is not limited 

to (1) using or attempting to use unauthorized materials to aid in achieving a better grade on a 

component of a class; (2) the falsification or invention of any information, including citations, on 

an assigned exercise; and/or (3) helping or attempting to help another in an act of cheating or 

plagiarism. Plagiarism is presenting the words or ideas of another person as if they were your 

own. Examples of plagiarism are (1) submitting an assignment as if it were one's own work 

when, in fact, it is at least partly the work of another; (2) submitting a work that has been 

purchased or otherwise obtained from an Internet source or another source; and (3) incorporating 

the words or ideas of an author into one's paper without giving the author due credit. 

Please read the complete policy at http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic_integrity.asp 

In addition, all work submitted in this course must be 1) written by YOU and 2) written this 

semester, for this course (not recycled from any other course you've taken, here or elsewhere). If 

it is discovered that you have turned in a "recycled" essay, you will receive an F for that 

assignment. 

Withheld grades 

http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic_integrity.asp


A grade of WH (for Withheld) will be granted only in rare circumstances. Here is the official 

SFA policy on withheld grades: 

Semester Grades Policy (A-54) 
 

Ordinarily, at the discretion of the instructor of record and with the approval of the academic 

chair/director, a grade of WH will be assigned only if the student cannot complete the course 

work because of unavoidable circumstances. Students must complete the work within one 

calendar year from the end of the semester in which they receive a WH, or the grade 

automatically becomes an F. If students register for the same course in future terms the WH will 

automatically become an F and will be counted as a repeated course for the purpose of 

computing the grade point average. 

Students with disabilities 

There is no material in this course that requires listening to audio files or watching videos. The 

vast majority of the course material is text based and easily accessible. There are some PDF files 

included in the course materials. Any students having difficulties accessing or reading those files 

(or any other materials in the course) should contact Ms. Franks for assistance. 

Here is the official SFA policy regarding students with disabilities: 

To obtain disability related accommodations, alternate formats and/or auxiliary aids, students 

with disabilities must contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS), Human Services Building, 

and Room 325, 468-3004 / 468-1004 (TDD) as early as possible in the semester.  Once verified, 

ODS will notify the course instructor and outline the accommodation and/or auxiliary aids to be 

provided.  Failure to request services in a timely manner may delay your accommodations. For 

additional information, go to http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/. 

Course timeline and due dates 

First Day of Class:                        August 29 

Labor Day                                     September 5 (no classes) 

Summary:                                      September 9 

Argument Analysis Draft:            September 28 

Argument Analysis:                      September 30 

Argument Synthesis Draft:          October 26 

Argument Synthesis:                    October 28 

Power Point Proposal:                   November 4   

http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/


Annotation Draft:                         November 11   

Annotated Bibliography:               November 18 

Thanksgiving Break:                    November 23-25 (No Classes Meet)                                   

Researched Argument Draft:        December 7 

Researched Argument:                  Due during finals week.  I will give out my office hours as 

this week approaches.  Papers must be handed in to me directly.  Do not turn in at English 

Department or leave unattended papers outside my office.  Papers not handed directly to me will 

not be graded!  

 


