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ENG 300-003: Mythology 

TTH 2-3:15 in F 184 

Fall 2012 

 

Professor: Dr. Denise Tischler Millstein    
Office Location: 210 Liberal Arts North               Office Phone: 468-3839 

Office Hours: MMF 8-10; TTH 9-10        Email: millsteid@sfasu.edu 

 Prerequisites: six semester hours of English. 

 

Required Materials: 

The Norton Anthology of World Literature, Vol. A.  ISBN: 978-0-393-91329-3 

Mythology by Edith Hamilton     ISBN: 978-0-316-34151-6 

Adaptations will be posted on d2l: you will need to download and print these 

Brief Course Description: This course will introduce you to the study of Greek, Roman, and 

Hebraic mythology, with a special emphasis the role of these myths have had on Western 

literature, history, culture, and consciousness.   

 

Texas Exemplary Educational Objectives (EEOs) 
1:  To demonstrate awareness of the scope and variety of works in the arts and humanities. 

2:  To understand those works as expressions of individual and human values within an historical 

and social context. 

3:  To respond critically to works in the arts and humanities. 

5 [sic]:  To articulate an informed personal reaction to works in the arts and humanities. 

6:  To develop an appreciation for the aesthetic principles that guide or govern the humanities 

and arts. 

7:  To demonstrate knowledge of the influence of literature, philosophy, and/or the arts on 

intercultural experiences. 

 

Program Learning Outcomes (PLOs) 

1. The student will demonstrate the ability to read complex texts, closely and accurately. 

2. The student will demonstrate the ability to comprehend both traditional and contemporary 

schools/methods of critical theory and apply them to literary texts to generate relevant 

interpretations. 

3. The student will demonstrate knowledge of literary history in regard to particular periods of 

World, British and American literature. 

4. The student will demonstrate ability to effectively conduct literary research. 

5. The student will demonstrate the ability to write clear, grammatically correct prose for a 

variety of purposes in regards to literary analysis. 

Course Expectations and Major Assignments 

Most of the work for this class will be reading and thinking about what you’ve read. I expect you 

to attend class having already read the assigned material that day. I will not tolerate texting once 

class has started, and will ask you to leave if I see you sending or receiving messages. These 

absences will count against you. It’s best to avoid temptation and keep your phone out of sight. 
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When students do not read, it is painfully obvious. So, I will administer reading quizzes, which 

may or may not be announced ahead of time. Together, these quizzes will count more than an 

exam, so I warn you to take them seriously. The format will be short answer.  

 

You will also take three in-class, written exams. These exams are not cumulative and may 

include: fill in the blanks, short answers, and one short essay. Possible essay questions will be 

made available prior to the exam. There is no final exam.  

 

At the end of the course, you will write a short comparative paper on an adaptation of one of 

our classical myths. Details about this paper will be provided as the due date approaches.  

 

Grade Break Down 

This course is graded by straight points, meaning that in order to calculate your grade at any 

point, add up the points you have earned. Points will be awarded as follows: 

 

Exam 1 The Pantheon   20 

Exam 2 The Legends   20 

Exam 3 The Epics   20 

Paper “Modern” Adaptations  15 

Quizzes 5 (5pts. each)  25 =      100 possible points 

 

Extra Credit 

There will be extra credit opportunities on each exam. 

 

Attendance and Late Assignments 

Successful students attend class regularly and on time. You are strongly encouraged NOT to 

miss class. Lecture, class discussion, and other daily exercises cannot be reconstructed for 

students who are absent. Daily work (quizzes) cannot be made up. If you miss lecture, ask a 

classmate if you can borrow their notes.  

 

Major work (exams) missed due to legitimate circumstances beyond a student’s control may be 

made up if arrangements are made in advance and not after the fact. The university excuses 

students for: serious illness, family emergencies, and student participation in university-

sponsored events. Students are responsible for providing documentation satisfactory to the 

instructor for each class missed.  

 

***NOTE: If you miss three weeks or more of class meetings, you will automatically FAIL 

this course. For TTH classes, this is 6 classes. This is not the number of absences you are 

allowed per se, but rather sets the outside limits when it becomes impossible for you to pass.  

 

Academic Integrity (A-9.1) 

Academic integrity is a responsibility of all university faculty and students. Faculty members 

promote academic integrity in multiple ways including instruction on the components of 

academic honesty, as well as abiding by university policy on penalties for cheating and 

plagiarism.  
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Definition of Academic Dishonesty 

Academic dishonesty includes both cheating and plagiarism. Cheating includes but is not limited 

to (1) using or attempting to use unauthorized materials to aid in achieving a better grade on a 

component of a class; (2) the falsification or invention of any information, including citations, on 

an assigned exercise; and/or (3) helping or attempting to help another in an act of cheating or 

plagiarism. Plagiarism is presenting the words or ideas of another person as if they were your 

own. Examples of plagiarism are (1) submitting an assignment as if it were one's own work 

when, in fact, it is at least partly the work of another; (2) submitting a work that has been 

purchased or otherwise obtained from an Internet source or another source; and (3) incorporating 

the words or ideas of an author into one's paper without giving the author due credit. Read the 

complete policy at http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic_integrity.asp. 

 

Withheld Grades Semester Grades Policy (A-54)  

Ordinarily, at the discretion of the instructor of record and with the approval of the academic 

chair/director, a grade of WH will be assigned only if the student cannot complete the course 

work because of unavoidable circumstances. Students must complete the work within one 

calendar year from the end of the semester in which they receive a WH, or the grade 

automatically becomes an F. If students register for the same course in future terms the WH will 

automatically become an F and will be counted as a repeated course for the purpose of 

computing the grade point average.  

 

Students with Disabilities 

To obtain disability related accommodations, alternate formats and/or auxiliary aids, students 

with disabilities must contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS), Human Services Building, 

and Room 325, 468-3004 / 468-1004 (TDD) as early as possible in the semester.  Once verified, 

ODS will notify the course instructor and outline the accommodation and/or auxiliary aids to be 

provided.  Failure to request services in a timely manner may delay your accommodations. For 

additional information, go to http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/. 

 

Acceptable Student Behavior 

A recent policy from the Provost’s Office states, “Classroom behavior should not interfere with 

the instructor’s ability to conduct the class or the ability of other students to learn from the 

instructional program (see the Student Conduct Code, policy D-34.1). Unacceptable or 

disruptive behavior will not be tolerated. Students who disrupt the learning environment may be 

asked to leave class and may be subject to judicial, academic or other penalties. This prohibition 

applies to all instructional forums, including electronic, classroom, labs, discussion groups, field 

trips, etc. The instructor shall have full discretion over what behavior is appropriate/inappropriate 

in the classroom. Students who do not attend class regularly or who perform poorly on class 

projects/exams may be referred to the Early Alert Program. This program provides students with 

recommendations for resources or other assistance that is available to help SFA students 

succeed.” 

 

Discrimination / Sexual Harassment 

At Stephen F. Austin State University, no faculty, staff, or student may discriminate against 

another on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, age, national origin, 

disability or disabled veteran status. Such acts will not be permitted in this class. 

http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic_integrity.asp
http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/
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Conferences  

If your grades do not accurately reflect your effort, please do not hesitate to contact me. Send 

questions or comments to my email any time: millsteid@sfasu.edu. Also, consider yourself 

invited to office hours in Liberal Arts North, room 210. Drop-ins are welcome, which means that 

you do NOT have to schedule an appointment, if you want to see me during office hours. In the 

event that you have a class which conflicts with my office hours, I will schedule an appointment 

with you that is convenient to us both. Conferences can only help your grade.  

 

 

On a more personal note: Welcome to Mythology!  
 

 

Tentative Course Schedule 

 

8/28 First Day of Class 

Course Syllabus  

The Rise of Zeus 

 Hamilton p. 77-85 

 

8/30 Origins of Mortals: Prometheus and Pandora 

  Hamilton p. 85-94 

 

9/4 The Pantheon: Zeus, Hera, Poseidon, and Hades 

  Hamilton p. 25-28 and p. 41-44 

 

9/6 The Pantheon: Apollo 

  Hamilton p. 29-31 

 

9/11 The Pantheon: Hermes, Hephaestus, and Ares 

  Hamilton p. 34-37 

 

9/13 The Pantheon: Aphrodite, Artemis, and Athena 

  Hamilton p. 29-34 

  

9/18  The Pantheon: Demeter and Persephone 

  Hamilton p. 53-64 

 

9/20 The Pantheon: Dionysus 

  Hamilton p. 64-76 

 

9/25 Test #1: The Pantheon  

 

9/27 The Legends (Lovers): Cupid, Pyramus, Orpheus, Pygmalion, and Endymion 

  Hamilton p. 121-142, 145-150, and 154 

 

 



5 

 

10/2  The Legends (Heroes): Hercules  

  Hamilton p. 224-243 

  

10/4 The Legends (Heroes): Perseus and Theseus 

  Hamilton p. 197-223 

 

10/9 The Legends (Heroes): Jason and the Golden Fleece 

  Hamilton p. 159-179 

 

10/11 The Legends (Heroes): Sophocles’ Oedipus Rex 

  Hamilton p. 372-383 

  Norton p. 707-724 

 

10/16  The Legends (Heroes): Sophocles’ Oedipus Rex 

  Norton p. 525-747 

 

10/17 Mid-semester Grades Due 

 

10/18 Exam #2: The Legends 

 

10/23  The Epics: Homer’s The Iliad 

  Hamilton p. 255-290 

  Norton, Book 1 and 4 p.  

 

10/24 Last Day to Drop a Course 

 

10/25 The Epics: Homer’s The Iliad Cont’d. 

  Norton, Books 8, 9, 16 and 18 p.  

 

10/30  The Epics: Homer’s The Iliad Comp’d. 

  Norton, Books 22 and 24 p.  

 

11/1 The Epics: Homer’s The Odyssey 

  Hamilton p. 291-318 

  Norton, Books 1-8 p.  

 

11/6  The Epics: Homer’s The Odyssey Cont’d. 

  Norton, Books 9-16 p.  

 

11/8 The Epics: Homer’s The Odyssey Comp’d. 

  Norton, Books 17-24 p.  

 

11/13 The Epics: Virgil’s The Aenied 

  Hamilton p. 319-342 

  Norton, Book 1 p.  
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11/15  The Epics: Virgil’s The Aenied Cont’d. 

  Norton, Book 2 and 4 p.  

 

11/20  The Epics: Virgil’s The Aenied Comp’d. 

  Norton, Book 8 and 12 p.  

 

11/21-11/25 Thanksgiving Holiday: No Class! 

 

11/27  Exam #3: The Epics 
 

11/29  Romantic Adaptations (available on d2l: download and print these) 

  Wordsworth: “The world is too much with us” 

  Keats: “To a Nightingale” 

 

12/4  Victorian Adaptations  

  Tennyson: “Ulysses”  

  Swinburne: “The Garden of Proserpine” 

 

12/6 Last Day of Class  

 20
th

-Century Adaptations 

Yeats: “Leda and the Swan”  

                        Auden: “The Shield of Achilles” 

 

12/13 Short Paper Due: The Adaptations 

 Due in my Office from 1-3 p.m. 


