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I. Course Description: ART 282 Art History Survey II (3 Semester Hours) 
Western art from 1400 to 1900. This course will concentrate on developments in European art 

and culture, but will consider some interactions with non-Western 
cultures.  Throughout the course, we will examine how cultures influence 
each other and how they develop unique artistic forms and practices. The 
course places particular emphasis on how art functions, meaning what 
needs works of art satisfied. 

 
Approved for general education requirement and is a prerequisite for most upper level art 
history courses. 

II.  Student Learning Outcomes: 
 
Students who successfully complete ART 282 will demonstrate competency in understanding 
the basic principles, events, theory and practice of European art from the Renaissance 

through the end of the 19
th century. They will demonstrate: 1) ability to identify and know 

the significance of major European Artists, and 2) be able to identify representative works of 
painting, sculpture and some printed media and architecture of the major styles, 3) To 
demonstrate awareness of the scope and variety of works of art, 4) To understand those 
works as expressions of individual and human values within an historical and social context, 
5) To demonstrate knowledge of the influence of geography, cultural conditions, literature, 
philosophy, and/or the arts on intercultural experiences,  6) mastery of the core principles of 
European art as a broad historical phenomena and 7) within the context of larger period 

movements, including The Renaissance, Mannerism, the Baroque, Rococo and various 19th-
century styles from Neoclassicism through Postimpressionism, 8) To develop an appreciation 
for the aesthetic principles that guide or govern the artistic production within discrete periods 
and eras. 

  

 



Objectives: 

• To provide a mainly chronological overview of art from the Renaissance to the late 19th 

century   
• To investigate the social, cultural, and material conditions from which individual art style 

and movements emerge 
• To examine creative developments in their socio-cultural context   
• To provide the historical framework for the rise of modern and contemporary art 

To those ends, we will consider the following broad questions to gain a fuller understanding 
of the period:  

1) What was the artist’s function in society? 

2) How did artists’ understanding of: a) developments in science and technology;  b) psychology 
and medicine; c) their level of engagement with philosophical, religious and political theory; and 
d) how their awareness of the major events of their times and may have effected their work (and 
visa versa)? 

3) What role did patronage play in developing the art scene over the period in question? 

4) How did art reflect changing attitudes toward nature? 

5) How did art reflect changing notions of identity in terms of religion, and the politics of class, 
race, gender, and self-determination? 

6) How did artists use imagery to achieve their objectives? 

7) To what extent does the art of this period still resonate for us today? 

Required Textbook: 

L. S. Adams, Art Across Time, Vol. 2: From the Fourteenth Century to the Present, 4th edition 

You are welcome to use the 3rd ed. (2007) or even the 2nd ed. Two copies of the 3rd ed. on four-
hour reserve in Steen Library behind the Circulation Desk. 

 
Evaluation 

Students will be assessed through a variety of research, reflective, interactive, writing assignment 
based on selected readings. Students will be provided specific instructions describing each 
assignment. Participation is critical to student success in this course. 

 

 



Assignments, Projects, Quizzes, Participation 

Reading Quizzes        25 
Writing and Research Assignments      70 
Participation          5 
TOTAL         100 
 
EXTRA CREDIT – Bus Trip to Fort Worth or Individual Museum visit 5 
 
 
Grade Scale  

A 100–90 
B 89–80  
C 79–70  
D 69–60 
 

Course Evaluations: 
 
Near the conclusion of each semester, students in the School of Art electronically evaluate 
courses taken within the COFA. As you evaluate this course, please be thoughtful, thorough, 
and accurate in completing the evaluation.  Please know that the COFA faculty is committed 
to excellence in teaching and continued improvement. Therefore, your response is critical! 
 
In the School of Art, the course evaluation process has been simplified and is completed 
electronically through MySFA.  Although the instructor will be able to view the names of 
students who complete the survey, all ratings and comments are confidential and anonymous, 
and will not be available to the instructor until after final grades are posted.  

 
 
Student Ethics and Other Policy Information: 
 
Attendance: 

Attendance is mandatory at all class meetings. A total of three (3) unexcused absences will be 
allowed without penalty. After that, each unexcused absence will drop your total grade for the 
course by one full letter. For example, four (4) unexcused absences will drop an “A” to a “B” 
and five (5) unexcused absences will drop an “A” to a “C”, etc. Anyone with six (6) or more 
unexcused absences will receive 

an “F” for the semester. An absence is excused if appropriate documentation is brought to the 
instructor immediately upon return. Proper documentation includes a doctor’s note for illness or 
some documentation regarding a family emergency. Arriving late, leaving early, or disappearing 
for long stretches of time will count as one-third of an unexcused absence for each occurrence. 

Students with Disabilities 
 



To obtain disability related accommodations, alternate formats and/or auxiliary aids, students 
with disabilities must contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS), Human Services 
Building, and Room 325, 468-3004/468-1004 (TDD) as early as possible in the semester.  
Once verified, ODS will notify the course instructor and outline the accommodation and/or 
auxiliary aids to be provided.  Failure to request services in a timely manner may delay your 
accommodations.  For additional information, go to http://www.sfasu.edu/disabiltiyservices/. 
 
Academic Integrity 
 
Academic integrity is a responsibility of all university faculty and students.  Faculty members 
promote academic integrity in multiple ways including instruction on the components of 
academic honesty, as well as abiding by university polity on penalties for cheating and 
plagiarism. 
 
Definition of Academic Dishonesty 
Academic dishonesty includes both cheating and plagiarism.  Cheating includes but is not 
limited to (1) using or attempting to use unauthorized materials to aid in achieving a better 
grade on a component of a class; (2) the falsification or invention of any information, 
including citations, on an assigned exercise; and/or (3) helping or attempting to help another 
in an act of cheating or plagiarism.  Plagiarism is presenting the words or ideas of another 
person as if they were your own.  Examples of plagiarism are (1) submitting an assignment 
as if it were one’s own work that has been purchased or otherwise obtained from an Internet 
source or another source; and (3) incorporating the words or ideas of an author into one’s 
paper without giving the author due credit. 
 
Please read the complete policy at http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic_integrity.asp 

 
Withheld Grades Semester Grades Policy (A-54) 
Ordinarily, at the discretion of the instructor of record and with the approval of the academic 
chair/director, a grade of WH will be assigned only if the student cannot complete the course 
work because of unavoidable circumstances.  Students must complete the work within one 
calendar year from the end of the semester in which they receive a WH, or the grade 
automatically becomes and F.  If students register for the same course in future terms the WH 
will automatically become an F and will be counted as a repeated course for the purpose of 
computing the grade point average.   

 
 

  
  


