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SYLLABUS 

AGENCY RESPONSE TO TERRORISM – CJS 308, FALL 2014 

 

Instructor: Dr. Milton C. Hill      Office Hours: 

Office:  Liberal Arts North, Room 113   Monday/Wednesday 

Phone:  (936) 468-2295 office     10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

Other Phone:  (936) 355-1643 cell     12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

E-mail: mhill@sfasu.edu     Tuesday/Thursday 

Class:  CJS 308: Agency Response to Terrorism  10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

  Section 090      and by appointment 

Time:  Tuesday/Thursday 11:00-12:15 p.m. 

Location: Ferguson 471 

 

 

 

Course Description 

 

“Assessment of terrorists threats to both government and residents of the United States from 

foreign and domestic sources.” (2012-2013 SFASU General Bulletin, CJ section, p. 348). 

 

In this course, we will examine the historical and ideological origins of terrorism, the causes of 

terrorism, and the role of the media in terrorist violence.  We will consider terrorism as 

committed by the State, by dissidents, by religious groups, and we will examine both 

international terrorism and domestic terrorism in the United States.  Finally, we will study 

counterterrorism (with a special emphasis on the U.S.), and we will learn about the War on 

Terrorism, Homeland Security, and we will discuss future trends and projections related to 

terrorism. 

 

This course, which is writing intensive, will introduce students to the phenomena of 

contemporary terrorism and extremism.  Emphasis will be placed on extremism as a foundation 

for terrorist behavior, types of terrorism, and how governments and law enforcement agencies 

respond to terrorism.  In light of domestic terrorist incidents in Oklahoma City, on September 11, 

2001, and the Fort Hood incident, as well as domestic hate crimes, the course will also weave a 

thread of extremist literature and perspectives throughout the semester.  The role of law 

enforcement and other public administrative agencies will be highlighted. 

 

 

 

 

Textbook 

 

The textbook is required! 

 

Dyson, W. E. (2012). Terrorism: An investigator’s handbook (4
th

 ed.). Waltham, MA: Anderson.  

ISBN #978-1-4377-3487-4 
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Course Objectives 

Program Learning Outcomes 

This course meets the following CJS Program objectives:  

1. The student will demonstrate critical reasoning, problem solving abilities, 

communications skills, and technology skills. 

2. The student will demonstrate an understanding of the social, political, economic, and 

cultural factors that influence the development of criminological theory and its 

application to criminal behaviors. 

 

Course-Specific Student Learning Outcomes 

This course meets the following CJS Course objectives: 

1. The student will demonstrate an understanding of the motives, origins, and rationales for 

extremist beliefs and terrorist behavior, as well as how governments respond to these 

phenomena. 

2. The student will be able to explain the phrase, “One man’s terrorist is another man’s 

freedom fighter,” as it relates to both international and domestic terrorism. 

3. The student will demonstrate an ability to critically assess extremist ideology and the 

practice of terrorism.   

4. The student will be able to discuss how American public administrative agencies, 

particularly law enforcement and national security agencies, deal with the problems of 

domestic and international hate crimes and terrorism. 

5. The student will demonstrate an understanding of the underlying theories that explain the 

origins of extremist beliefs, and how one should define “terrorism.” 

6. The student will be able to clearly differentiate terrorism from above (state terrorism) and 

terrorism from below (dissident terrorism). 

7. The student will demonstrate familiarity with the different types of terrorism. 

8. The student will be able to apply references from American cases of extremism and 

terrorism toward developing a global framework for understanding extremist beliefs, and 

terrorist behaviors, in other countries and cultures. 

9. The student will develop critical thinking and writing skills through essay responses on 

examinations, QQTPs, and/or writing assignments.  

 

 

 

Assessment of Program Learning Objectives  

 

Program Learning Objectives (PLOs) will be assessed through Pre- and Post-testing. The 

assessment tool is a quiz that will collect student responses regarding the content of the PLOs 

listed above.  
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Attendance and Preparation 

 

Because attendance and preparation are each counted as 15% of the course grade, it is expected 

that you will regularly attend class, that you will refrain from being tardy, and that you will come 

to class prepared to discuss the scheduled topics.  Attendance will be recorded by the taking of 

roll at some point during each class.  Class attendance requirements for this course are in 

accordance with SFA’s Class Attendance and Excused Absences Policy in the 2014-2015 

General Bulletin (p. 44). 

 

Preparation will be graded through the use of QQTPs and essays.  These brief papers are based 

upon the reading assignments for the particular class periods in which they are due.  A handout 

about the QQTPs is posted on D2L and will be discussed during the first class meeting.  The 

QQTP requires that you find: 1) an analytical question; 2) an interesting quotation; and 3) two 

‘talking points’ that you would be prepared to discuss in class from each reading.  The essays 

will be similar to the QQTPs in length, but they will be more specifically focused, depending 

upon the specific topic assigned.  There are no makeups for QQTPs and essays!  

 

Participation 

 

Because this class places a strong emphasis upon discussion, participation is essential.  

Participation will be graded by my observation of your involvement in discussions, your general 

interest during class, and your inquisitiveness (asking questions). NO ONE IS EXEMPT from 

participation, and my grading on this topic, though subjective, will be final.   

 

 

Absences 

 

Attendance in this class is critical!  Unexcused absences will affect your final grade according to 

the following schedule (no exceptions!): 

 

0-2 absences 100 points earned (no penalty) 

3-4 absences 70 points earned 

5     absences 30 points earned 

6 or more absences Failure of the course 

 

Excused Absences 

 

Students sometimes have the misconception that excused absences in college are the same as 

they are in high school.  Please understand that this is not the case.  Especially in criminal justice 

coursework, college attendance is regarded much like work attendance.  The only excused 

absences are for three reasons: health-related problems (hospitalization/incapacitation ONLY); 

family emergencies (MUST be documented); and university-sponsored events (MUST be 

approved in advance).  If you have a sore throat, bronchitis, a sprained ankle, etc., these will 

NOT be excused—even with a doctor’s note!  I will be here when/if I am sick; I expect the same 

from you.  (Remember, you are allowed to miss 3 hours without penalty, but I implore you to use 

those absences wisely—if you must use them at all!) 
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Examinations 

 

Four examinations will be given during the semester.  The exams will cover only the material 

studied since the previous exam.  The exams will have any combination of: an objective section 

(multiple choice and true/false), and two subjective (short-answer and essay) sections. In the 

essay section, you will select a certain number of essay topics from those provided.  Essay 

responses will be graded upon content, critical thinking skills, and grammar.  

 

Bluebooks will not be required. Scantrons (Form 882) will be required, and they shall be 

provided by you.  Additionally, although laptops have their utility, they will not be permitted 

during examinations; all responses must be handwritten.  You must complete all four exams for 

the semester. 

 

Please keep in mind that material from the textbook may not cover all of the required 

information; a portion of any examination material may come from other sources as presented or 

discussed in class. 

 

 

Make-Up Exams   
 

Students with legitimate reason and prior approval of the instructor can make up ONLY ONE 

exam at the end of the semester.  Date and time will be announced—and that will be based upon 

the instructor’s schedule and convenience. 

 

 

Grading  

 

Student grades will be earned according to the following table:  

90-100 % 630-700 A 

80-89% 560-629 B 

70-79% 490-559 C 

60-69% 420-489 D 

Below 60% Below 420 F 

 

The cumulative semester grade will be based upon the following weights: 

 

 Exam One  (0-100 pts)    15% 

 Exam Two   (0-100 pts)    15% 

 Exam Three  (0-100 pts)    15% 

 Final Exam   (0-100 pts)    15% 

 Attendance    (0-100 pts)    15% 

 Participation   (0-100 pts)    15% 

 QQTPs/Essays   (10 @ 0-10 pts; 100 pts possible) 10% 

         100% total 
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Make-Up Grades and Extra Credit 

 

Not offered and not available.  If you miss a QQTP or and essay, you will receive a zero for 

that assignment.  If you miss an exam, you will receive a zero as well (please see “Make-Up 

Exams” above). 

 

Please remember that this is an upper-level course.  You will be expected to perform work at that 

higher level, and the coursework will reflect the higher expectations in an upper-level, writing-

intensive course.  Attendance, participation, and preparation are critical to your success in 

college, so do not be absent or tardy, do not come to class unprepared, and plan to participate in 

discussions and presentations.    

 

 

Tentative Class Schedule 

 

Please be advised that the class schedule on the following pages is a tentative schedule.  

We may spend more or less time on some topics than others. 

 

DAY DATE 

READING / 

PROJECT TOPIC 

Class 

Day Week 

T 8/26/2014 

 

Introductions & Syllabus Review 1 1 

   

Explanation of QQTPs 

  

   

Overview of D2L; Library; Student 

Services 

  

      Th 8/28/2014 Chapter 1 An Overview of Terrorism 2 

 

      

T 9/2/2014 Chapter 2 

Defining, Delineating, and 

Dissecting Terrorism 3 2 

      Th 9/4/2014 Essay Essay Presentations 4 

 

      T 9/9/2014 Chapter 3 Religious-Based Terrorism 5 3 

      

Th 9/11/2014 Chapter 4 

What Investigators Need to Know 

about Terrorists 6 

 

      

T 9/16/2014 

Review for Exam 

#1 Exam Review 7 4 

      Th 9/18/2014 Study for Exam Exam #1 8 
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DAY DATE 

READING / 

PROJECT TOPIC 

Class 

Day Week 

      

T 9/23/2014 Chapter 5 

An Overview of Investigative 

Techniques as They Apply to 

Terrorism 9 5 

  

Chapter 6 

What the Terrorism Knows about 

Law Enforcement 

  

      Th 9/25/2014 Essay Essay Presentations 10 
 

      T 9/30/2014 Chapter 10 Surveillance 11 6 

      Th 10/2/2014 

 

No Class 12 

 

      T 10/7/2014 
 

Essay Presentations 13 7 

      Th 10/9/2014 Chapter 11 Informants 14 
 

   

Exam Review 

  

      

      T 10/14/2014 Study for Exam Mid-Term Exam 15 8 

      Th 10/16/2014 Chapter 13 Pretext Telephone Calls 16 

 

      T 10/21/2014 Chapter 14 Physical Evidence 17 9 

  

Chapter 15 The Crime Scene 

  

      Th 10/23/2014 Chapter 18 Undercover Operations 18 

 

      T 10/28/2014 Chapter 19 Technical Investigative Techniques 19 10 

      

Th 10/30/2014 Chapter 21 

Locating Clandestine and Fugitive 

Terrorists 20 

 

      T 11/4/2014 TBD TBD - Video 21 11 

      

Th 11/6/2014 

Review for Exam 

#3 Exam Review 22 

 

      T 11/11/2014 Study for Exam Exam #3 23 12 
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DAY DATE 

READING / 

PROJECT TOPIC 

Class 

Day Week 

      Th 11/13/2014 Chapter 22 The Terrorist in Court 24 

 

      

T 11/18/2014 Chapter 23 

Ethical Issues and Investigative 

Techniques 

  

      

Th 11/20/2014 Chapter 25 

When a Clandestine Terrorist is 

Identified 26 

 

      T 11/25/2014 Chapter 26 Handling a Terrorist Attack 27 14 

      Th 11/27/2014 

 

Thanksgiving Holiday - No Class 28 

 

      T 12/2/2014 Chapter 12 

 

29 15 

   

Review for Final Exam 

  

      Th 12/4/2014 

 

Study Day - No Class 30 

 

      T 12/9/2014 
 

Finals Week - No Class 31 16 

      Th 12/11/2014 Study for Exam Final Exam 
  

   
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

   

 

 

(Please see next page for very important information.) 
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Acceptable Student Behavior  

 

Classroom behavior should not interfere with the instructor’s ability to conduct the class or the 

ability of other students to learn from the instructional program (see the Student Conduct Code, 

policy D-34.1). Unacceptable or disruptive behavior will not be tolerated. Students who disrupt 

the learning environment may be asked to leave class and may be subject to judicial, academic or 

other penalties. This prohibition applies to all instructional forums, including electronic, 

classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. The instructor shall have full discretion over 

what behavior is appropriate/ inappropriate in the classroom. Students who do not attend class 

regularly or who perform poorly on class projects/exams may be referred to the Early Alert 

Program. This program provides students with recommendations for resources or other 

assistance that is available to help SFA students succeed. 

 

 

 

Rules of the Classroom 

 

1. No cell phone usage… this includes texting. You will be asked to leave – so don’t do it. 

2. The wearing of hats, caps, or other head wear is not acceptable in the classroom. 

3. Maturity – Certain topics within this course may stir emotional reactions in some. So as 

not to distract others or derail the lecture, mature behavior is required. Please treat others 

with respect and courtesy.  If you distract my class—or if you disrespect others’ opinions, 

feelings, or beliefs—you will be asked to leave. 

4. When others are speaking, you are expected to listen and to be respectful of the person’s 

right to have an opinion that may differ from your own. 

5. I do not “give” grades, I merely report them. You are in complete control of your final 

grade.   Everyone starts with an A; where you go from there depends entirely upon you.  

Do NOT come to me at the end of the semester asking me to “give” you anything. 

6. The tentative class schedule is a general guide. Coverage of the material may be 

accelerated, decelerated, rearranged, augmented, diminished, or otherwise modified when 

the professor believes such change would be to the benefit of the class. 

7. This syllabus will act as the final word in the event of a discrepancy, error, or 

misunderstanding.  Make sure you read and understand it completely—and make sure 

you keep a copy for reference during the semester. 
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SFASU Policy Statements 

 

Academic Integrity  
Academic integrity is a responsibility of all university faculty and students. Faculty members promote 

academic integrity in multiple ways including instruction on the components of academic honesty, as well 

as abiding by university policy on penalties for cheating and plagiarism.  

 

Definition of Academic Dishonesty:  Academic dishonesty includes both cheating and plagiarism. 

Cheating includes but is not limited to (1) using or attempting to use unauthorized materials to aid in 

achieving a better grade on a component of a class; (2) the falsification or invention of any information, 

including citations, on an assigned exercise; and/or (3) helping or attempting to help another in an act of 

cheating or plagiarism. Plagiarism is presenting the words or ideas of another person as if they were your 

own. Examples of plagiarism are (1) submitting an assignment as if it were one's own work when, in fact, 

it is at least partly the work of another; (2) submitting a work that has been purchased or otherwise 

obtained from an Internet source or another source; and (3) incorporating the words or ideas of an author 

into one's paper without giving the author due credit. 

Please read the complete policy at http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic-integrity.pdf   

 

Any occurrences of cheating or plagiarism will be dealt with according to University policy, provided to 

you in your student handbook.  (A‐9.1) Specifically, we will first meet together to discuss same in my 

office where you will be given the opportunity to explain your position. If it is determined that academic 

dishonesty has occurred, I will then make a decision as to the penalty therefore. Penalties may include 

reprimand or no credit for the assignment or exam, or re‐submission of the paper, or make‐up exam, or 

failure of the course. I will then refer the incident to the Chair of the Department and the Dean of the 

College. This Report of Academic Dishonesty form, along with supporting documentation shall be made 

a part of the student’s record and remains on file with the Dean’s office for at least four (4) years. A 

second or subsequent offense shall be referred to the Committee on Academic Integrity pursuant to 

policy. 

 

 

Students with Disabilities  
To obtain disability related accommodations, alternate formats and/or auxiliary aids, students with 

disabilities must contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS), Human Services Building, and Room 

325, 468-3004 / 468-1004 (TDD) as early as possible in the semester. Once verified, ODS will notify the 

course instructor and outline the accommodation and/or auxiliary aids to be provided. Failure to request 

services in a timely manner may delay your accommodations.  

Policy:  http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic-accommodation-for-students-with-disabilities.pdf  

For additional information: http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/  

 

 

Withheld grades Semester Grades Policy (A-‐54)  

Ordinarily, at the discretion of the instructor of record and with the approval of the academic 

chair/director, a grade of WH will be assigned only if the student cannot complete the course work 

because of unavoidable circumstances. Students must complete the work within one calendar year from 

the end of the semester in which they receive a WH, or the grade automatically becomes an F. If students 

register for the same course in future terms the WH will automatically become an F and will be counted 

as a repeated course for the purpose of computing the grade point average.  

 

 

 

http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic-integrity.pdf
http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic-accommodation-for-students-with-disabilities.pdf
http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/

