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Course Description (from the SFA General Bulletin): 

COM 300 – Students learn basic media literacy by developing conceptual tools to think 

critically about cinema, television, advertising, print journalism, the internet, etc. The 

course focuses on the process of reading media texts from various perspectives to explore 

how the mass media shape and convey meaning. 

 

Course Objectives: 

Welcome to the course. In this course, we will examine the nature of mediated 

communication, the functions of media, the history of transformations in media and the 

institutions that help define media's place in society. I urge you to become critical 

consumers and producers of media. Examine, extend and expand your understanding of the 

ever changing mediascape!!! 

 

Required textbook: 

Schirato, T., Buettner, A., Jutel, T., & Stahl, G. (2010). Understanding media studies. 

Victoria, Australia: Oxford University Press. (Referred to as Text) 

Dines, G., & Humez, J. M. (2011). Gender, race, and class in media: A critical reader. 

Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. (Referred to as Reader) 

 

How the course is conducted:  

This course is modular and conducted completely online. There are no face-to-face meetings 

for this course. The course timeline describes the time frame and activities required for 

course completion. Activities for each module are due by the ending date of that module.  

  

Program Learning Outcomes (PLOs):  

Higher Order Thinking: Students majoring in Communication Studies will be able to 

demonstrate oral and written competence in logical and critical thinking.  

 

Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs):  
1. Challenge accepted assumptions about media content.  

2. Identify and critically process media construction and production of issues.  

3. Interrogate taken-for-granted issues in the media.  

4. Learn about some of the major critical perspectives.  

 

Course Requirements, Policies, and Procedures:  

Participation  

 Course participation is important for the success of the class. You all have 

communication experience and sharing that experience with the rest of the class 

improves the quality of class discussion and student learning. 

http://mycourses.sfasu.edu/webct/urw/lc5334968002.tp5334986002/displayContentPageTargetedResource.dowebct?tocID=5508393002&tocLinkID=5509353002&pageID=5509347002&newWindow=true&relativePath=/Com_202_Spring%202011/Timeline.html


 You are expected to use the Discussion Board Activities and should be prepared to 

discuss the assigned reading. 

 Your active participation is highly desirable. You will lose points for participation if you 

choose not to participate, or are not prepared. 

 Late work will only be accepted at the Instructor's discretion but with deduction in grade 

at 10% per day late after the deadline for submission.  

 

Academic Integrity (A-9.1) 

Academic integrity is a responsibility of all university faculty and students. Faculty members 

promote academic integrity in multiple ways including instruction on the components of 

academic honesty, as well as abiding by university policy on penalties for cheating and 

plagiarism.  

Definition of Academic Dishonesty 

Academic dishonesty includes both cheating and plagiarism. Cheating includes but is not 

limited to (1) using or attempting to use unauthorized materials to aid in achieving a better 

grade on a component of a class; (2) the falsification or invention of any information, 

including citations, on an assigned exercise; and/or (3) helping or attempting to help 

another in an act of cheating or plagiarism. Plagiarism is presenting the words or ideas of 

another person as if they were your own. Examples of plagiarism are (1) submitting an 

assignment as if it were one's own work when, in fact, it is at least partly the work of 

another; (2) submitting a work that has been purchased or otherwise obtained from an 

Internet source or another source; and (3) incorporating the words or ideas of an author 

into one's paper without giving the author due credit. 

Please read the complete policy at http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic_integrity.asp 

 

Withheld Grades Semester Grades Policy (A-54) 

Ordinarily, at the discretion of the instructor of record and with the approval of the 

academic chair/director, a grade of WH will be assigned only if the student cannot complete 

the course work because of unavoidable circumstances. Students must complete the work 

within one calendar year from the end of the semester in which they receive a WH, or the 

grade automatically becomes an F. If students register for the same course in future terms 

the WH will automatically become an F and will be counted as a repeated course for the 

purpose of computing the grade point average.  

 

Students with Disabilities 

To obtain disability related accommodations, alternate formats and/or auxiliary aids, 

students with disabilities must contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS), Human 

Services Building, and Room 325, 468-3004 / 468-1004 (TDD) as early as possible in the 

semester.  Once verified, ODS will notify the course instructor and outline the 

accommodation and/or auxiliary aids to be provided.  Failure to request services in a timely 

manner may delay your accommodations. For additional information, go to 

http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/.  Once this has been completed, please schedule 

an appointment with me so we can work out specifics about the accommodations needed. 

 

Student Support  

Should you have technical questions regarding part of the course requirements, please visit 

the Online Orientation at http://oit.sfasu.edu/orientation/index/index.html. 

If you still need help, please contact OIT at 936-468-2774. 
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Instructor Responsibility 

In this course, the instructor is responsible for:  

 responding in a timely manner (within 24 hours except weekends) to student emails.  

 responding in a timely manner (within 3-5 days) to Demonstrate for Understanding 

quiz short/long answer questions.  

 responding in a timely manner (within 7 days) to reflection assignments or other 

written assignments submitted through the assignment tool. 

 responding in a timely manner (within 4-5 days) to discussion posts.  

 

Description of Modules:  

*I reserve the right to make changes in this schedule as needed.  

*Additional readings will be given as and when I decide.  

 

Welcome Module: This module will give you an opportunity to introduce yourself to your 

peers in the course.  

 

Module 1 – Why media studies: In this module you will be introduced to issues and 

perspectives on the study of media communication and why it is necessary to have a critical 

approach towards this study. This module helps you to understand what to expect from this 

course, how to approach the material, how to think about the material and the central 

problematics that may very well be a part and parcel of your daily work and life.  

 

Module 2 – History of media and technology: This module offers an overview of 

technology and the emergence of various media over many millennia. The focus is on 

establishing the way in which various interests have manifest themselves in technological 

forms and media.  

 

Module 3 – Media, power and control: This module describes and exemplifies influential 

ideas about subjectivity, derived from the work of theorists such as Michel Foucault, Pierre 

Bourdieu, Judith Butler and Arjun Appadurai. It explains how subjectivities are created, 

maintained and authorized, and analyses the role the media plays in these processes. We 

also discuss media ownership and control, the roles of public and industry, and their 

implications for media practices and professions.  

 

Module 4 – Audiences and users: In this module we explore the various ways in which 

audiences have been defined and analyzed over the past hundred years. The relationship 

between audiences and new technologies and media has meant new ways of understanding 

how audiences interact with television, music, video and the Internet. From concerns about 

the unruliness of the crowd to the recent view that the audience can be active in many ways 

(but not without some issues), this module considers the various ways in which the 

audience has been framed by cultural and media theorists.  

 

Module 5 – Media and the public sphere: The concept of the (mediated) public sphere 

as a democratic social space in which public opinion is formed is one of the central 

discourses or myths through which the field of the media recognizes and represents itself. 

In this module we learn how this concept can be useful in understanding the relationships 

between the media, the state, the people, and the economy.  

 

Module 6 – Race, gender and class in the media: You may ask why should we explore 

the relationship between media and race, gender and class in society? We would study this 

mainly because media and communication are central elements of modern life and race, 

gender and class remain at the core of how we think about our identities. In this module we 



learn how these concepts are interrelated, what messages the media suggests to 

contemporary audiences about race, gender, and class, and what the impact of those 

messages can be.  

 

Module 7 - Mass Media and Popular Culture - Spectacle, Advertising, Social 

Networking and Music: In this module we look at the way the media interacts with and 

influences society and everyday social life. We examine the ideas of the French cultural 

theorist Guy Debord, in particular his notion of society as spectacle. This module 

demonstrates how, at a technical level, our attention is captured and maintained through 

the production of fantasies that stand in for and surpass everyday realities. 

Course requirements - Maximum Points: 350 

(no activities may be omitted unless specified in the rubric) 

 *All assignments are subject to revision, deletion, change as per the instructor’s 

discretion as and when needed. All assignments, quizzes, critical reviews, term 

paper due by 10 pm on the due dates. 

Rubric of Assessment 

Required  

Activities 

Possible 

Points 

per 

activity 

Full  

Credit 

Partial 

Credit 

No  

Credit 

Student 

Introduction Two 

Truths and  a Lie 

Discussion 

10 10 Pts. Introduction 

contains information 

about the student, 

two truths and a lie 

5 Pts. Introduction 

may be missing 

components by the 

due date. 

0 Pts. Introduction 

contains none of the 

required elements by 

the due date. 

Discussion Board 

Group Responses 

(10 total responses) 

(Must participate in 

at least 8 group 

discussion responses 

to pass the course)  

10 
each  

Total = 

100 

Participates 

meaningfully with 

critical thoughts 

about readings well 

before deadline. 

Responds to postings 

by other students 

meaningfully.  

If participation is 

not adequate, 

habitually late, has 

no meaningful 

contribution.  

 

There is no evidence 

of your participation 

in the discussion area.  

 

Demonstrate Your 

Understanding 

Quizzes (7 quizzes) 

(10 questions each. 

Only one attempt 

allowed.)  

10 each  

Total = 

70   

Student completes 

the Demonstrate 

Your Understanding 

Multiple choice 

/Short-Answer 

Question for each 

module meaningfully 

by the due date.  

These are multiple 

choice as well as 

qualitative questions 

and your grade will 

depend on how well 

you incorporate the 

instruction and 

apply your learning.  

Student does not 

attempt the questions 

by the due date.  

 

Assignments (7 

assignments) 

(submitted 

through drop box)  

  

 

10 
each  

Total = 

70 

These are qualitative 

assignments and 

your grade will 

depend on how well 

you incorporate the 

instruction and apply 

your learning by due 

date. 

These are 

qualitative 

assignments and 

your grade will 

depend on how well 

you incorporate the 

instruction and 

apply your learning. 

Student does not 

submit an assignment 

and accrues no points 

by the due date. 



 

Instructions for Critical Review Papers (2-3 pages each):  

 

You will write two 2-3 page paper on one selected chapter from the Reader assigned to 

you by the instructor. Please include the following in your paper:  

 

Summary and contribution: Summarize the key points of the reading and then evaluate 

the methodological and/or theoretical contributions to the study of media, culture and 

identity.  

 

Weaknesses and further questions: Discuss the theoretical and/or methodological 

frailties of the study and suggest how the work could be improved, what additional 

considerations should be addressed, and what questions should drive future studies in this 

area.  

 

Context: Discuss how the selected article fits within the context of discussions in class for 

the given chapter. Does it present a different theoretical or methodological perspective? 

Does it challenge or support other ideas? What unique or original ideas does it add? 

 

 

 

 

 

Critical Review 

Paper (2 papers 

per student 

submitted through 

dropbox – 2-3 

pages)  

  

15 each 

Total = 

30 

This is a qualitative 

essay and your grade 

will depend on how 

well you have 

incorporated the 

instructions and 

applied your learning 

by due date. 

This is a qualitative 

essay and your 

grade will depend 

on how well you 

have incorporated 

the instructions and 

applied your 

learning. 

Student does not 

submit the papers. 

Term paper  
(submitted through 

dropbox – 8-10 

pages)  

30 This is a qualitative 

essay and your grade 

will depend on how 

well you have 

incorporated the 

instructions and 

applied your learning 

by due date. 

This is a qualitative 

essay and your 

grade will depend 

on how well you 

have incorporated 

the instructions and 

applied your 

learning. 

Student does not 

submit the paper. 

Final exam  

(One attempt only) 

30 Has 15 multiple 

choice questions and 

5 essay questions 

with timed release of 

the questions. 

Depends on how 

you answer the 

questions. 

Depends on how you 

answer the questions. 

Class participation  

 

10 Participates 

adequately. 

Partial participation. Inadequate 

participation 

Total Points 350 A – 315-350  

B – 280 – 314  

C – 245 – 279 

D – 210 - 244  

 F – Below 210 



Instructions for Term Paper (8-10 pages):  

 

Your objective is to analyze the history, processes and current representation of a global 

conflict/crisis situation (wars, resource-based conflicts, domestic conflict issues, etc.). Base 

your analysis on 4 class theoretical concepts, references to works of 3 theorists/readings 

discussed during the course and 3 outside scholarly research.  

 

The paper should have an introduction presenting your thesis statement and reasons as to 

why you have chosen to examine this conflict/crisis. Explain why it is necessary to 

examine this conflict/crisis and its relationship with media. ~ 1 page  

 

Four class theoretical concepts and references to works of at least 3 

theorists/readings and 3 outside scholarly resources must be used throughout the 

paper as a base for your research of the medium. Analyze the roots and/or beginnings 

of this conflict. Choose a particular newspaper, channel, magazine, etc. that has been 

covering this conflict (such as New York Times, CNN, BBC, etc.) Use at least 6 sources 

(including readings from the Reader); at least 4 of the 6 sources should be scholarly library 

sources, the other 2 sources may be non-scholarly credible sources such as legitimate and 

authorized websites (e.g. an official website) or group publications but be sure to explain 

why you considered them credible sources of information about the medium. No Wikipedia 

references. ~ 2-3 pages  

 

Examine how this conflict is currently being represented in the medium you have chosen 

providing 2-3 current examples from this medium (transcripts, newspaper articles, 

facebook updates, etc.). Select your examples by aligning with the theories that you have 

used in the first few pages. Use an analytical method to critically analyze the 

examples you have provided (the methods will be discussed in class). In your analysis, 

identify themes and the types of information presented as well as what is excluded. ~ 4-5 

pages  

 

Conclude by discussing the implications of your analysis of the example texts on 

the current and future representative power of this medium and the consequences of such 

power on the conflict. ~ 1 page  

 

Roy, 2014 


