
Department of Kinesiology and Health Science 
DAN 480.001 Choreographic Project 

Fall 2014 
 

Instructor: Stan Bobo               Course Time & Location: M 4:00-5:00 p.m., HPE 201   
Office: HPE 220               Office Hours: MW 9-10 a.m./1-2 p.m.; TR 9:15 a.m.-11:15 p.m. 
Office Phone: 936.468.1812                                                    Credits: 0 hours  
Other Contact Information: (Dept.) 936.468.3503            Email: sbobo@sfasu.edu (DAN 480 in the “subject” space)  
 
Prerequisites: 6 hours of dance and approval of instructor  
Co-requisites: DAN 360.001 – Dance Performance (W 4-6:30 p.m.); regular attendance in a level II/III dance technique class 
 
I. Course Description: Development and production of an extended choreographic work 
 
II. Intended Learning Outcomes/Goals/Objectives:  
These goals support and reflect the College of Education’s Vision, Mission, and Core Values in that they equip those candidates  
seeking “to achieve professional excellence” with the knowledge, skills and dispositions that “prepare competent, successful, caring  
and enthusiastic professionals dedicated to responsible service, leadership, and continued professional and intellectual  
development”. This course supports the Dance Program Mission Statement related to achieving a high level of creative work.  

Program Learning Outcomes: 
1. The student will be able to execute intermediate/advanced level ballet, modern dance and jazz dance techniques. 
2. The student will be able to identify, distinguish and apply the variety of choreographic devices, structures and forms used 

in contemporary concert dance. 
3. The student will be able to Identify and apply production values necessary for concert dance, including lighting, sound, 

costuming, and publicity. 
4. The student will be able to apply concepts of dance kinesiology to performance and analysis of dance movement. 
5. The student will be able to identify variations in rhythmic patterns and elements of music such as accents, beats, and 

phrasing as applied to dance movement.  
6. The student will identify and discuss seminal works in the development of Western theatrical dance.  

 
        Student Learning Outcomes:  

• To broaden knowledge of and experience in the area of choreographic design (PL0 2) 
• To develop the ability to critically analyze movement composition (PLO 2) 
• To increase skill in manipulating movement as related to phrasing, abstracting, editing, and forming compositional ideas 

(PLO 2) 
• To increase the ability to set movement phrases on more than one dancer and enhance skill in the rehearsal and 

performance processes (PLO 2) 
• To make more informed decisions related to costuming, lighting, and set design (PLO 3) 
• To provide the opportunity to present original choreography (PLO 2) 

 
III. Course Assignments, Activities, Instructional Strategies, use of Technology: 
This course is designed to provide the student with the opportunity to develop an original piece of choreography under the 
supervision of the dance faculty. The student’s work will be mentored from the initial stages of the choreographic process to the final 
phase of the production process. In addition to consistent active participation in class, the student will coordinate all rehearsals and 
be involved with production elements such as costuming, lighting, publicity, and assist in the preparation of the facility for the 
theatrical experience.  
 
IV. Evaluation and Assessments: 

This course is graded on a Pass (P) / Fail (F) system. Students who satisfactorily complete course requirements (mentoring 
process) will receive a passing grade; those who do not, will receive a failing grade. The project must reflect artistic 
integrity, professional maturity and successful mentoring process. Failure to meet any of the deadlines or goals will 
constitute failure in the course.  
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V. Tentative Course Outline:  
Audition: Wednesday, August 27, 4:00-5:15 p.m. Dance Studio. Choreographers are responsible for publicity (to be approved by 
faculty) and conducting the audition. A list of dancers chosen, contact information and rehearsal times must be submitted to dance 
faculty by Friday, August 29, 5 p.m. Rehearsals and showings will occur every Wednesday; be prepared to perform dance at 
each meeting (showings will be recorded). You will need to choose at least one other rehearsal time slot each week.  
 
1st Showing:  September 8– Present 5 different/separate movement phrases approximately 1/2 to 1 minute in length. These 
phrases should reflect an understanding of phrase, various choreographic manipulative devices (text, pp. 102-104) and movement 
invention. (Choreographer only) 
 
2nd Showing: September 17 – Movement phrases presented with attention to form  
 
3rd Showing: September 24 – Movement phrases manipulated and connected (sound completed) 
 
4th Showing:  October 1 – 1/2 of dance completed (costume rendering completed)  
 
5th Showing:  October  8 – Dance cleaned and extended 
 
6th Showing: October 15 – Dance completed (rough draft)  
 
7th Showing:  October 22 – Dance completed (lighting ideas completed)  
 
8th Showing:  October 29 – Dance cleaned (dancers in costume) 
 
9th Showing:  November 5 – Final showing  
 
10th Showing:  November 12 - Run of dances  
 
     Danceworks: 

• Load-in: Sunday, November 16 - Call at 4 p.m. 
• Tech: Monday, November 17 - Call at 4:00 p.m. 
• Dress: Tuesday, November 18 - Call at 5:30 p.m., Curtain at 7 p.m. 
• Dress: Wednesday, November 19 - Call at 5:30 p.m., Curtain at 7 p.m.  
• Performance: Thursday, November 20 - Call at 5:30 p.m., Curtain at 7 p.m.  
• Performance: Friday, November 21 - Call at 5:30 p.m., Curtain at 7 p.m.  
• Performance: Saturday, November 22 - Call at 1:30 p.m., Curtain at 3 p.m. (Strike to follow) 

  
VI. Readings/Text: The Intimate Act of Choreography, 1982, Blom and Chaplin 
 
VIl. Course Evaluations: 

Near the conclusion of each semester, students in the College of Education electronically evaluate courses taken within the 
COE.  Evaluation data is used for a variety of important purposes including:  course and program improvement, planning, and 
accreditation; instruction evaluation purposes; and making decisions on faculty tenure, promotion, pay, and retention.  As you 
evaluate this course, please be thoughtful, thorough, and accurate in completing the evaluation.  Please know that the COE 
faculty is committed to excellence in teaching and continued improvement.  Therefore, your response is critical! 
 
In the College of Education, the course evaluation process has been simplified and is completed electronically through MySFA.  
Although the instructor will be able to view the names of students who complete the survey, all ratings and comments 
are confidential and anonymous, and will not be available to the instructor until after final grades are posted.  

 
VIII. Student Ethics and Other Policy Information: Found at https://www.sfasu.edu/policies 

• Class Attendance and Excused Absence: Policy 6.7 - Regular, punctual attendance, documented participation, and, if 
indicated in the syllabus, submission of completed assignments are expected at all classes, laboratories, and other 
activities for which the student is registered. Based on university policy, failure of students to adhere to these 
requirements shall influence the course grade, financial assistance, and/or enrollment status. The instructor shall maintain 
an accurate record of each student’s attendance and participation as well as note this information in required reports and 
in determining final grades.  Students may be excused from attendance for reasons such as health, family emergencies, 
or student participation in approved university-sponsored events. However, students are responsible for notifying their 
instructors in advance, when possible, for excusable absences. 

• Attendance - Attendance is expected. Students who register for a dance course must be actively involved in order to 
provide a basis for adequate, accurate, and fair evaluation. Excessive absences interfere with the progressive nature of 
skill acquisition, increase the possibility of accidents and injury, and unnecessarily burden those who regularly attend 
class. The choreographer will be responsible for monitoring their dancers attendance in a techiAttendance will affect final 
grade. See IV. 

• Dance: The dance must be a minimum of 5 minutes, include a minimum of 3 dancers + a dance double and reflect 
program training (ballet, modern dance, or jazz dance, etc.). All dancers must regularly attend a university dance 
technique class. No dancer may be cast in more than one piece.  
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• Music: Dance faculty must approve music/sound. Hint: choose music without lyrics, has dynamic quality, and supports 

your thematic ideas. Consider the classics, world music, original music, etc. 
• Dress: Women must wear leotard and full-length tights for all showings; men must wear t-shirt and tights. Both will wear 

proper support. Hair must be pulled back and secured. No jewelry will be worn. 
 Non-compliance with these policies will result in an unexcused absence. 
• Rehearsals – Establish regular rehearsal times and submit request to instructor by the end of the first week of class. 
• Dance Studio – Non-compliance with these policies will result in an unexcused absence. 

Protocol: Students must be respectful, courteous, and refrain from talking unless they are asking  
a question, responding to a question from the instructor, participating in a group activity, or have been invited to 
give their opinion. Please raise your hand if you have a question or comment. 
Shoes – Only dance footwear is allowed. Street shoes must be removed before entering the studio and must 

 remain off until exited.  
Cell Phone – Cell phones must be turned off and out of sight before entering the studio and must remain off 

 until exited. 
Food and Beverages – Eating is prohibited and only water in a sealable, plastic bottle is allowed. 

• Academic Accommodation for Students with Disabilities:  Policy 6.1 and 6.6 - To obtain disability related 
accommodations, alternate formats and/or auxiliary aids, students with disabilities must contact the Office of Disability 
Services (ODS), Human Services Building, and Room 325, 468-3004/468-1004 (TDD) as early as possible in the 
semester.  Once verified, ODS will notify the course instructor and outline the accommodation and/or auxiliary aids to be 
provided.  Failure to request services in a timely manner may delay your accommodations.  For additional information, go 
to http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/.     

• Student Academic Dishonesty: Policy 4.1: Abiding by university policy on academic integrity is a responsibility of all 
university faculty and students.  

 Definition of Academic Dishonesty 
Academic dishonesty includes both cheating and plagiarism. Cheating includes, but is not limited to:  

         - using or attempting to use unauthorized materials on any class assignment or exam;  
 - falsifying or inventing of any information, including citations, on an assignment; and/or;  

  - helping or attempting to help another in an act of cheating or plagiarism.  
 

Plagiarism is presenting the words or ideas of another person as if they were one’s own. Examples of plagiarism include, 
but are not limited to:  
- submitting an assignment as one's own work when it is at least partly the work of another person;  
- submitting a work that has been purchased or otherwise obtained from the Internet or another  source; and/or,  
- incorporating the words or ideas of an author into one's paper or presentation without giving the author credit.  
Penalties for Academic Dishonesty 
Penalties may include, but are not limited to reprimand, no credit for the assignment or exam, re-submission of the work, 
make-up exam, failure of the course, or expulsion from the university. 
Student Appeals 
A student who wishes to appeal decisions related to academic dishonesty should follow procedures outlined in Academic 
Appeals by Students (6.3). 

• Withheld Grades: Policy 5.5  
At the discretion of the instructor of record and with the approval of the academic unit head, a grade of WH will be 
assigned only if the student cannot complete the course work because of unavoidable circumstances. Students must 
complete the work within one calendar year from the end of the semester in which they receive a WH, or the grade 
automatically becomes an F, except as allowed through policy [i.e., Active Military Service (6.14)]. If students register for 
the same course in future semesters, the WH will automatically become an F and will be counted as a repeated course for 
the purpose of computing the grade point average. 

• Student Code of Conduct: Policy 10.4 
Classroom behavior should not interfere with the instructor’s ability to conduct the class or the ability of other students to 
learn from the instructional program (see the Student Conduct Code, policy D-34.1).  Unacceptable or disruptive behavior 
will not be tolerated.  Students who disrupt the learning environment may be asked to leave class and may be subject to 
judicial, academic or other penalties. This prohibition applies to all instructional forums, including electronic, classroom, 
labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. The instructor shall have full discretion over what behavior is 
appropriate/inappropriate in the classroom.  Students who do not attend class regularly or who perform poorly on class 
projects/exams may be referred to the iCare: Early Alert Program at SFA. 

• Insurance - The Department of Kinesiology and Health Science does not provide health/accident insurance for students. 
 
 


