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ECO 475  Special Problems: Institutional Economics  Fall 2014 
 

Professor: Dr. Michael Stroup   Office: #303A McGee Bldg.    e-mail: mstroup@sfasu.edu 

Class Time/Location: 1:00pm to 2:15pm Mon. and Wed., Aug. 24
th

 to Dec. 8
th

 in Rm #343 McGee 

Required Textbook: All necessary resources will be provided for the student on D2L 

Office Hours: 10:00 to 11:00am on Mon. and Wed. and 2:00pm to 3:00pm Tues. and Thurs.  

 

Course Description: ECO 475 – Special Problems: Institutional Economics is an introduction to the 

Institutional Economics paradigm for analyzing issues in both microeconomics and 

macroeconomics. Emphasis is placed on understanding how formal and informal institutions in 

society, including political, economic and social institutions, impact the development and prosperity 

of individuals, businesses and entire national economies. This course will be conducted in a seminar 

format, where active participation of each student is required. Also, students will gather, collate and 

analyze international economic and political data (from freely available, on-line sources) to make 

empirical comparisons of varying institutional arrangements across the nations.  

Pre-requisite: ECO 231 and ECO 232, or consent of the instructor. 

 

Course Outline: We will cover the following topics in the order they are listed below. We will 

spend approximately equal time covering each area. The entire reading list will be available on D2L.   

 

Section I: Introduction to Institutional Economics and Comparing Economic Paradigms 

Section II: Competing Perspectives on the Best Institutions for Promoting Economic Development 

Section III: The Role of Specific Institutional Structures on Promoting Production and Exchange 

Section IV: Using Data to Make Comparisons of Varying Institutional Structures across Nations 

 

Course Grading Policies:  

 One midterm exam (25% of your course grade)   

 Weekly quizzes (25% of your course grade)   

 One individual case study/presentation (25% of your course grade)   

 One final group project (25% of your course grade)   

 I do not take attendance, but a lack of class participation will reduce your final course grade. 

 Make-up work for absences will not be given without a documented, University-approved excuse. 

 I do not provide any individuals with assignments for extra credit.  

 

Program Learning Outcomes: Upon successful completion of the course, the student should be 

able to demonstrate a sound understanding of how various political, economic and social 

institutions are used in the economic analysis of societies, to determine how these institutions 

influence economic development and prosperity. The student should be able to: 1) identify and 

explain pertinent institutional characteristics, 2) understand and explain how institutional 

economics compares and contrasts to the traditional neoclassical paradigm of economic analysis, 

3) explain how institutions can influence the level of economic development and prosperity in an 

economy, and 4) be able to collect, collate and interpret international data (from freely available 

sources) to illustrate how these institutions have affected prosperity and development in society.   
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Students with Disabilities 

To obtain disability related accommodations, alternate formats and/or auxiliary aids, 

students with disabilities must contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS), Room 325 in 

the Human Services Building, 468-3004/468-1004 (TDD) as early as possible in the 

semester. Once verified, ODS will notify the course instructor and outline the 

accommodation and/or auxiliary aids to be provided.  Failure to request services in a timely 

manner may delay your accommodations. http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/. 

 

Student Academic Dishonesty (University Policy 4.1) 

Abiding by our academic integrity policy is a responsibility of all university faculty and students.  

 

Definition of Academic Dishonesty 

Academic dishonesty includes both cheating and plagiarism. Cheating includes, but is not 

limited to (1) using or attempting to use unauthorized materials on any assignment or exam; 

(2) falsifying or inventing of any information, including citations, on an assigned exercise; 

and/or (3) helping or attempting to help another in an act of cheating or plagiarism. 

Plagiarism is presenting the words or ideas of another person as if they were one’s own. 

Examples of plagiarism include, but are not limited to (1) submitting an assignment as if it 

were one's own work when is at least partly the work of another person; (2) submitting a 

work that has been purchased or otherwise obtained from the Internet or another source; 

and/or (3) incorporating the words or ideas of an author into one's paper without giving the 

author credit. Penalties may include, but are not limited to reprimand, no credit for the 

assignment or exam, re-submission of the work, make-up exam, failure of the course, or  

expulsion from the university. http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/student_academic_dishonesty.pdf 

 

Course Grades (University Policy 5.5)  

At the discretion of the instructor of record and with the approval of the academic unit head, 

a grade of WH will be assigned only if the student cannot complete the course work because 

of unavoidable circumstances. Students must complete the work within one calendar year 

from the end of the semester in which they receive a WH, or the grade automatically becomes 

an F, except as allowed through policy related to active military service. If students register 

for the same course in future semesters, the WH will automatically become an F and will be 

counted as a repeated course for the purpose of computing the grade point average. 

http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/course-grades.pdf. 

 

Student Conduct (University Policy 10.4) 

Classroom behavior should not interfere with the instructor’s ability to conduct the class or 

the ability of other students to learn from the instructional program (see the full Student 

Conduct Code at http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/student-conduct-

code.pdf.)Unacceptable or disruptive behavior will not be tolerated. Students who disrupt 

the learning environment may be asked to leave class and may be subject to judicial, 

academic, or other penalties. This prohibition applies to all instructional forums, including 

electronic, classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. The instructor shall have full 

discretion over what behavior is appropriate/ inappropriate in the classroom. Students who 

do not attend class regularly or who perform poorly on class projects/exams may be referred 

to the iCare (Early Alert) Program.  This program provides students with recommendations 

for resources or other assistance that is available to help SFA students succeed. 
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http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/student-conduct-code.pdf
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