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North American before Columbus 

(aka. North American Prehistory) 

 Fall 2014 
MW 1:00-2:15 p.m. 

FG78 
 

 
Professor: Dr. Leslie Cecil 
Department: Social and Cultural Analysis 
Office: LAN 332 
Phone: 468-3980 
Email: cecillg@sfasu.edu 
Office Hours:  Monday and Wednesday 9:30 a.m.-12:00 
p.m. (Library 2nd Floor, 220E), Tuesday and Thursday 
2:00-3:00 p.m.(LAN 332), or by appointment 
 
 

Course Description/Objectives: 
This course is a survey of archaeological sites relating to the origins and 

development of the prehistoric aboriginal cultures of North America north of Mexico.  We 
will discuss issues of ongoing concern in archaeological research through a series of 
lectures, films, and class presentations. 
 Because of the vast geographical and temporal breadth of North American 
archaeology, it is impossible to cover all of prehistoric North American.  As a result, we 
will concentrate on four main themes: 1) Peopling of the New World; 2) Hunter-gather 
cultures and the Holocene extinctions; 3) Plant and animal domestication in the east and 
southwest; and 4) Chiefdoms level society. 
 

Student Learning Outcomes: 
Upon completion of this course, you will be able to:  
1) understand how Native Americans adapted to their environments through time. 
2) understand the differences in prehistoric cultures in North America before contact with 
Europeans. 
3) understand the laws and regulations governing archaeological research. 
4) critically evaluate archaeological literature. 
 

Required Texts and Readings: 
1) Neusius, Sarah W., and G. Timothy Gross 

2007  Seeking Our Past: An Introduction to North American Archaeology. 
Oxford University Press, New York. 

 
2) Additional readings for class discussions.  These readings (denoted by 
“Section” in the reading/class schedule portion of the syllabus) can be found on 
the course D2L page.  
 
You are expected to have read all of the material assigned for the class period 

and complete the reading quizzes before you come to class.  If you do not do the 



readings, class discussion will suffer as will your understanding of the material and that 
of others in the class. One half of your professionalism grade (12 points) depends on 
your effort in class discussion.   

In addition to assigned readings, we will be viewing some North American 
archaeology films. Each film will have a worksheet to make sure that you understand the 
more important aspects of the film and the information from the films will appear on 
exams.  Therefore, films are a required part of the course.  If you should miss a film, you 
must schedule a time with me to see it in the departmental office (no exceptions).  
 

Course Structure: 
 Class meets on Mondays and Wednesdays of each week.   Map quizzes will be 
given from 1:00-1:10 p.m. when indicated on the reading schedule.  If you are late 
for class, you will have less time to finish the quiz. There are no make-up quizzes 
regardless of the reason for your absence because you can drop one quiz. 
Presentations will begin promptly at 1:05 p.m. If you are late for your presentation, your 
grade will reflect your inability to get to class on time.  
   
 

Assignments/Exams: 
 In addition to reading quizzes and your presentation and paper, there will be map 
quizzes, two in-class short answer exams, and a final.  You will be given a series of map 
quizzes that ask you to locate important archaeological sites on a map.  The lowest map 
quiz and reading quiz will be dropped. 
 I do not accept late work.  If you miss an exam, you can take an essay make-
up exam on Friday May 2, 2014 from 12:00-1:00 p.m. in room FG78. There are no 
exceptions to making up an exam—if you want to take it, you must take it on the May 2nd  
at noon. You only will have one hour to complete the exam(s).  If you are missing an 
exam grade after the make-up date and time, you will receive a 0 for that exam.  
 

Reading Quizzes:  
 At the beginning of each topic (there are eight different ones), you will have a 
reading quiz that is to be completed before you come to class. Below are the due dates. 
The quizzes will be administered using the Quiz Tool on your D2L course page. You will 
get one 20-minute attempt at each quiz and each quiz will have five (5) questions worth 
2 points a piece for a total of 10 points per quiz. The quiz will be open for 24 hours (the 
day before it is due) and will be closed at 12:59 p.m. on the due date. You cannot make 
up quizzes.  
 

Topic Open Date/Time Closed Date/Time 

Ethics and Laws January 21, 1:00 p.m. January 22, 12:59 p.m. 

Peopling of the Americas January 26, 1:00 p.m. January 27, 12:59 p.m. 

Archaic-Western US February 4, 1:00 p.m. February 5, 12:59 p.m. 

Archaic-Eastern US February 16, 1:00 p.m. February 17, 12:59 p.m. 

Woodlands February 25, 1:00 p.m. February 26, 12:59 p.m. 

Domestication/Southwest March 4, 1:00 p.m. March 5, 12:59 p.m. 

Mississippian  March 30, 1:00 p.m. March 31, 12:59 p.m. 

Eve of Conquest April 15, 1:00 p.m. April 16, 12:59 p.m. 

 

 



 
Map Quizzes:  
It is important that you know the location for the archaeological sites. To that end, we will 
have a map quiz for each geographical region. Map quizzes are noted on the reading/ 
class schedule as well as in the table below. These quizzes will be given in class during 
the first 10 minutes of quiz day.  

Quiz Date Topic 

February 5 PaleoIndian and Pre-Clovis 

February 19 Archaic Western US 

March 5 Archaic Eastern US and Adena and Hopewell 

March 31 Southwestern Cultures 

April 16 Mississippian  

  

Research Paper and Presentation: 
 Each student is required to write a research paper and do a class presentation 
on an archaeological site. There is a sign-up sheet posted on my office door (LAN332) 
with the archaeological site choices (they are also in the readings section below). 
Choosing a site is first come, first serve.  Therefore, picking early has its advantages 
because once a site is taken no other student can research that site. Also, once you sign 
up for a site, you cannot change it. The paper should cover the current knowledge and 
importance of the archaeological site, the site’s place in its larger socio-political sphere, 
and the artifacts that archaeologists use to interpret past human behavior at the site.  
The paper must be 5-8 pages in length, typed, double-spaced, 12 point font, one-inch 
margins, and be submitted to appropriate D2L Dropbox and your professor by April 16, 
2014 by 1:00 p.m. Each paper must have at least 8 academic bibliographic sources one 
of which MUST be the actual archaeological site report (use the SAA style guide for in 
text and references cited—link to this is on the D2L course page).  If you are going to 
use electronic resources, they must be academic sources and they must be 
approved by the professor by April 9th. 
 In addition to the research paper, each student will present his/her information to 
the class on the assigned day (see readings list below). Each presentation will be 10 
minutes in length and will include a PowerPoint presentation that the professor can 
upload onto the class’s D2L page.  Information provided during the presentations will 
appear on the exams.   
 

Grading: 
By completing assignments, you are EARNING points. The total number of points 
that you earn will be your grade. There are no free points to be given out at will by 
the professor. There will be no rounding up of grades. The number of points that 
you earn is the grade that you will have in this class. THERE WILL BE NO 
BEGGING OR BARTERING FOR POINTS THAT YOU DID NOT EARN.  
 Exam I                  50 pts. 
 Exam II      50 pts. 
 Final Exam     100 pts. 
 Presentation      50 pts. 
 Research Paper   100 pts. 
 Map Quizzes          40 pts. 
 Reading Quizzes                 70 pts.   
 Professionalism     25 pts.  



 
A= 485-436 points 
B= 435-388 points 
C= 387-339 points 
D= 338-291 points 
F= below 290 points 
 

Attendance and Excused absences  
http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/class_attendance_excused_abs.asp 
Attendance is expected at all class meetings. Please do not confuse attendance with 
participation which counts for half of your professionalism grade. Class begins at 1:00  
p.m. and you are expected to be on time. I will take attendance at 1:00 p.m. and if you 
are not in your seat, you will be counted as absent. Leaving class early without prior 
permission will result in you being counted as absent. If you fall asleep during class or 
do work from other courses in my class, you will be counted absent. You are allowed two 
absences for whatever reason. I do not need to see an excuse. After two absences, 
each time you are counted absent, two points will be deducted from your final point total.   

 
Professionalism: 
You are expected to act professionally at all times and to treat each other and me (the 
professor) with respect. Behaving unprofessionally will adversely affect your grade. You 
are expected to come to class having read the assigned materials and be prepared to 
discuss the content. Class participation counts for 12 of the professionalism points.  

 
When you come to class, please turn off and put away your cell phones and other 
electronics including computers. There will be no text messaging or use of computers 
during class time. If you use your cell phone or computer during class time, you will 
lose all of your professionalism points. If you need to use a laptop computer, record 
the lectures, or need assistance with any disability, please see Disabilities Services for 
the required paperwork and I will be happy to accommodate your needs.  Remember, if 
you are doing something other than paying attention in class you interfere with your 
classmate’s abilities to learn. Please be courteous to everyone in class.  

 
Acceptable Student Behavior: 
Classroom behavior should not interfere with the instructor’s ability to conduct the class 
or the ability of other students to learn from the instructional program (see the Student 
Conduct Code, policy D-34.1). Unacceptable or disruptive behavior will not be 
tolerated. Students who disrupt the learning environment may be asked to leave class 
and may be subject to judicial, academic or other penalties. This prohibition applies to all 
instructional forums, including electronic, classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, 
etc. The instructor shall have full discretion over what behavior is appropriate/ 
inappropriate in the classroom. Students who do not attend class regularly or who 
perform poorly on class projects/exams may be referred to the Early Alert Program.  This 
program provides students with recommendations for resources or other assistance that 
is available to help SFA students succeed.  

 
 
 
 
 



 
Students with Disabilities http://www2.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/. 
To obtain disability related accommodations, alternate formats and/or auxiliary aids, 
students with disabilities must contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS), Human 
Services Building, and Room 325, 468-3004 / 468-1004 (TDD) as early as possible in 
the semester.  Once verified, ODS will notify the course instructor and outline the 
accommodation and/or auxiliary aids to be provided.  Failure to request services in a 
timely manner may delay your accommodations. 
 

Academic Integrity (A-9.1): 
http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic_integrity.asp 
Cheating and plagiarism on exams and projects will not be tolerated.  
Academic integrity is a responsibility of all university faculty and students. Faculty 
members promote academic integrity in multiple ways including instruction on the 
components of academic honesty, as well as abiding by university policy on penalties for 
cheating and plagiarism.  
 
Definition of Academic Dishonesty 
Academic dishonesty includes both cheating and plagiarism. Cheating includes but is 
not limited to (1) using or attempting to use unauthorized materials to aid in achieving a 
better grade on a component of a class; (2) the falsification or invention of any 
information, including citations, on an assigned exercise; and/or (3) helping or attempting 
to help another in an act of cheating or plagiarism. Plagiarism is presenting the words or 
ideas of another person as if they were your own. Examples of plagiarism are (1) 
submitting an assignment as if it were one's own work when, in fact, it is at least partly 
the work of another; (2) submitting a work that has been purchased or otherwise 
obtained from an Internet source or another source; and (3) incorporating the words or 
ideas of an author into one's paper without giving the author due credit. 
 

Add/Drop Policy:  http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/add_drop.asp 

 

Withheld Grades: http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/semester_grds.asp 

Ordinarily, at the discretion of the instructor of record and with the approval of the 
academic chair/director, a grade of WH will be assigned only if the student cannot 
complete the course work because of unavoidable circumstances. Students must 
complete the work within one calendar year from the end of the semester in which they 
receive a WH, or the grade automatically becomes an F. If students register for the 
same course in future terms the WH will automatically become an F and will be counted 
as a repeated course for the purpose of computing the grade point average. 
 
 
 

http://www2.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/
http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/add_drop.asp


Reading/Class Schedule: 

All readings except “Section” readings are from Neusius and Gross 
 

January 13 
Topic: Introduction to Course 
 

January 15 
Topic: Introduction to Archaeology and North America, Artifact Types, Dating Methods, 
and Time Periods in North America Archaeology 
Readings: Chapter 1, pp. 43-49, 67-85 & 343-354. Skim pp. 50-67 
 

January 22 
Topic: Ethics and Laws 
Read: Chapter 14 PLUS Section #1 Readings (on D2L) 
 

January 27-February 3  
Topic: Peopling of the Americas (Paleoindians and Pre-Clovis) 

Read:  Chapter 3, pp. 144-152, 192-200, 233-244, 268-277, 310-318, 355-363,  
       406-416, 452-461, 508-517, 560-570 

Movie (February 3): “Time Team America: Topper” 
 

February 5-12 (Map Quiz #1 February 5) 
Topic: Archaic in western North America (Hidden Cave, Alaska, Head-Smashed-In) 

Read: pp. 152-163, 200-204, 277-280, 318-330, 364-369, 416-423 

Student Presentations (February 12): 
 Olsen-Chubbuck 
 Gault 
  
 

February 17-19 (Map Quiz #2 February 19) 
Topic: Archaic in eastern North America (Poverty Point, Serpent Mound) 

Read: pp., 462-473, 517-523, 570-578 
Student Presentations (February 19) 
 Icehouse Bottom 
 Koster 
 Windover 
 

February 24 
Exam I 
 

February 26-March 3  
Topic: Woodlands (Adena, Hopewell, Mound cultures) 
Read: pp.473-482, 523-535, 550-559 
Student Presentations (March 3): 
 Adena 
 Wolf Plains 
 Newark Earthworks 



 

March 5-26 (Map Quiz #3 March 5) 
Topic: Domestication of Plants and Animals and Southwestern Cultures (Hohokam, 
Chaco, Freemont, Anasazi) 
Read: pp. 32-42, 330-335, 369-391, 600-608  
Movie (March 19): “Time Team America: Range Creek” 
Student Presentations (March 26):  
  Snaketown 
 Aztec Ruins 
 Cherto Ketl 
 Salmon Ruins 
 Baker Archaeological Site 
 

March 31-April 9 (Map Quiz #4 March 31) 
Topic: Mississippian Cultures (Complex Chiefdom Society, Cahokia, and Caddo) 
Read: pp.482-492 PLUS Section #2 on D2L 
Movie: “Myth of the Moundbuilders” (April 2) 
Student Presentations (April 9): 
 Weeden Island 
 Etowah 
 Fewkes Group 
 

*******Saturday April 12th Field Trip to Caddo Mounds******** 
 

April 14 
Exam 2 
 

April 16-30  (April 16th  Research Papers due) (Map Quiz #5 April 16) 
Topic: On the Eve of Contact (Ozette, North Dakota, Iroquois) 

Readings: pp. 174-178, 219-221, 253-256, 292-309, 337-340, 391-394 
 
 
 

 
 

Final Exam Wednesday, May 7, 2014 
1:00-3:00 p.m. 

No makeup exams will be given. 



 
Social and Cultural Analysis Assessment Syllabus Insert  ANT352 
 

Program Learning Outcomes 
The sociology program states the following items as Program Learning Objectives (PLOs) for sociology majors.  
 
PLO1 The students will be able to identify, compare, and contrast sociological classical and contemporary theories. 
PLO2 The student will be able to identify the principles of good social scientific research design. Such principles include 
validity, reliability, precision in measurement, and sampling methodology.  
PLO3 The student will possess sociological knowledge as evidenced by the identification of the major concepts involved 
with social stratification, demography, race and ethnic relations, deviance, and globalization. 
PLO4 The student will be able to apply sociological knowledge and skills to a variety of settings. 
PLO5 The student will recognize the implicit assumptions behind claims of knowledge about the social world, will be able 
to evaluate and distinguish between strong and weak arguments, and will be able to draw conclusions from a set of 
premises. 
PLO6 The student will be able to read theoretical arguments and to identify their major strengths and weaknesses. 
PLO7 The student will be able to analyze a data set using statistical techniques and draw conclusions from the results. 
 
 

This course addresses the following of these objectives: 

PLOs Supported Course Objective 
SLO # or NA (not applicable) 

Skill Level 
Basic, Intermediate, Advanced 

PLO1 NA  

PLO2 NA  

PLO3 NA  

PLO4 1,2,3,4 B 

PLO5 1,2,3,4 B 

PLO6 1,2,3,4 B 

PLO7 NA  

 
 

Exemplary Educational Objectives (EEOs)  
 
The Higher Education Coordinating Board requires certain Exemplary Educational Objectives to be taught in core 
courses. Not all objectives are to be covered in every course. 
 
EEO1 To employ the appropriate methods, technologies, and data that social and behavioral scientists use to investigate 
the human condition. 
EEO3 To use and critique alternative explanatory systems and theories. 
EEO5 To analyze the effects of historical, social, political, economic, cultural, and global forces on the area under study. 
EEO12 To identify and understand differences and commonalities within diverse cultures. 
 

This course addresses the following of these exemplary educational objectives (EEOs): 

EEOs Supported Course Objective 
SLO # or NA (not applicable) 

EEO1 NA 

EEO3 2 

EEO5 1,2 

EEO12 1, 2 



 
 
Section #1 
NAGPRA at  http://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/repat.htm 
 
Looting of artifacts: 
Patel, Samir S. 
 2009  Drugs, Guns, and Dirt. Archaeology March/April: 45-47. 
 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/11/us/11utah.html?fta=y 
 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/21/us/21blanding.html?_r=2&hp 
 
http://www.archaeology.org/0909/etc/conversation.html 
 
 
Section #2 
Diamond, Jared 
2003  The Worst Mistake in the History of the Human Race. In Applying Anthropology, 

edited by A. Podoelfsky and P.J. Brown, pp. 70-73. McGraw-Hill, Boston. 
 
Goodman, Alan H. and George J. Armelagos 
2003 Death and Disease at Dr. Dickenson’s Mounds. In Applying Anthropology, edited 

by A. Podoelfsky and P.J. Brown, pp. 81-85. McGraw-Hill, Boston. 
 
 
  
 
 
  

  

http://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/repat.htm
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/11/us/11utah.html?fta=y
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/21/us/21blanding.html?_r=2&hp
http://www.archaeology.org/0909/etc/conversation.html


Research Paper Guidelines 
 
Each student is required to write a research paper about an archaeological site (this is 
the site you chose to present in class). The paper will include the following sections: 
 
Section 1:  Current knowledge and importance of the archaeological site, 
Section 2:  The site’s place in its larger socio-political sphere, and  
Section 3: The artifacts that archaeologists use to interpret past human behavior at the  
  site.   
 
The paper must be 5-8 pages in length (not including the references cited page or any 
illustrations, if used), typed, double-spaced, 12 point font, one-inch margins. For in text 
referencing and the references cited section, you are to use the SAA style guide (the link 
to this is on the D2L course page).  
 
The paper is to be handed to Dr. Cecil by 1:00 p.m. April 16, 2014 and be submitted to 
the appropriate D2L dropbox by April 16, 2014  at 1:00 p.m. Each paper must have at 
least 8 academic bibliographic sources one of which MUST be the original site report. 
 
If you are going to use electronic resources, they must be academic sources and 
they must be approved by the professor by April 9th. 

 

 

Grading Rubric 

 
 

 

 Total Points 
Possible 

Points Achieved 

Current archaeological knowledge 25  

Socio-political sphere 25  

Artifacts used for interpretation 30  

SAA style and number of sources 10  

Writing and Grammar 10  

Total 100  


