
 1 

ART 261.001 Beginning Digital Media 
Professor Joey Tipton 

Spring 2014 
 

Class Hours: 8:00 – 10:40 TR 
Location: Art 131 

 
Mailbox: Art Office 

 
Office Hours: by appointment 

Email: tiptonrj@sfasu.edu 
** Please note that email is the best way to reach me**  

Course Description   

Beginning Digital Media. Three semester hours, six hours studio, three hours assigned independent study per week.  
Prerequisites: ART 100 and 110.  This course focuses on the foundation digital skills critical to creative work in all media with 
a particular focus on 2D.  We will focus on using software to bring ideas to fruition.  
 
Program Learning Outcomes: 

1. Undergraduate students will demonstrate proficiency in studio foundation skills as they relate to the elements and 
principles of design. 

2. Undergraduate students will exhibit a high level of proficiency in the use of materials, techniques and media. 
3. Undergraduate students will demonstrate understanding of contemporary art issues through exploration of synthesis of 

content, problem solving and creativity. 
4. Undergraduate students will define and state knowledge of Art Historical precedents. 

 
Student Learning Outcomes: 

Students enrolled in this section of Time-Based Media should be able to demonstrate acquisition of the following skills and 
comprehension (as assessed through performance evaluation of in-class projects, discussions, critiques, and exams): 

1. Ability to approach artistic ideas and incorporate them into art projects. 
2. Ability to formulate and express questions and concepts through artistic and intellectual investigation. 
3. Ability to link one’s artistic production to art history and contemporary practice. 
4. Proficiency in bitmap and vector art made with Adobe Photoshop and Illustrator. 
5. Familiarity with additional software programs based on assignments and individual projects. 
6. Familiarity with Apple computers, Mac Operating System and best digital practices. 

 
Course Requirements 

Each student will produce six digital artworks that demonstrate an understanding of and facility with bitmap images, vector 
art, and digital media.  Students will learn begin to explore form and content in their projects.  Coursework will include 
critiques of finished projects and works in progress, class discussions, work time, regular examination of historical and 
contemporary artwork, readings and writing assignments.  All class activity will be reflected in final grades. Plan to devote a 
minimum of three hours outside of class each week to complete projects with a high level of quality.  Lab hours will be posted 
during the second week of classes. 
 
Late work will not be accepted.  

Course Materials      

1.  Thumb Drive or External Hard Drive  
     You must supply your own data storage for proposals and documentation of finished artwork.   

2.  DSLR cameras are available for check out. Checkout equipment is available for a 24-hour period. Students assume all 
responsibility for equipment during the check out period. If any item is broken, lost, stolen, or otherwise compromised during 
the check out period, the student who has signed out the item will be responsible to replace the item with an identical, fully 
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functional item within one week of the check out date. Failure to do so will result in appropriate disciplinary action, which may 
involve academic offices withholding grades, transcripts, and financial aid. 
 
3.  Mac computers, various software, tablets and scanners are available in the Digital room. 

4.  A calendar of lab hours, equipment manuals, links to art and technical information and other information may be found at 
the Digital Media Blog at: http://sfadigitalmedia.blogspot.com 
 
5.  We will use D2L for all email communication, grading and distribution of .pdf readings. Check your D2L email regularly 
or forward it to another account.   
 
6.  Readings (including texts, websites, articles, etc.) will come from various sources and be assigned throughout the course.  
Students will read these materials on their own time, post notes to D2L before discussion date, and actively discuss the material 
as a group in class on the assigned date. 
 
Tentative Calendar 

This calendar is a rough outline of important dates and is subject to change.  Changes will be announced in class.  It is each 
student’s responsibility to keep up with changes. 
 

Jan 14 M  Classes start 
Jan 28 T Project #1 (revisions due T  Feb 4)  
Feb  20 R Project #2 (revisions due R  Feb 27)  
Mar    6 R Project #3 (revisions due R  Mar 20)    
    --  MIDTERM 
Mar 11 T No class (spring break) 
Mar      13 R No class (spring break)  
April    1 T Project #4 (revisions due T  Apr 8)  
April    15 T Project #5 (revisions due T  Apr 22)  
April      17 T No class (easter holiday)  
May  1 R    Project #6  
May  6 T       8-10 am     Final Exam Session  (revisions due)  
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Grading: 
Grades will be assigned on a scale of 1-10, 1 being low and 10 being high. Merit will be based on quality of technique, 
creativity and consistent use of class work time. Project critiques begin at of the start of the assigned class period. Failure to 
attend class critique will result in a zero.  Lack of participation in critiques may affect the project grade by as much as one letter 
grade.  

I reserve the right to assign occasional readings, including written responses, and administer quizzes and/or exams as I see fit 
and will include the grades of such along-side project grades. At the end of the semester, grades will be averaged to determine 
the final letter grade (attendance will be factored in). Below is the grading scale: 

• 9-10  90 – 100 %  A Excellent  
• 8  80 – 89.9 %  B Good  
• 7  70 – 79.9 %  C Average/Fair  
• 6  60 – 69.9 %  D Poor 
• 0-5      0 – 59.9 %  F Failing  

 
Lab Policies: 
In order to keep our machines working at peak performance, all computer stations will be cleared of files regularly.  Do not 
leave files on the classroom computers. Always save a copy to your own external drive. 

No food or drink is allowed near computers.  

Turn off and put away phones. 

The use of social media is not allowed in the Digital Room. The only exception is for pre-approved art projects that 
incorporate social media in creative ways.   
 
Attendance Policy  
Class absences are not to exceed 6 contact hours in a studio class without consequence. A student will not receive credit for any 
studio class when missing 18 contact hours or more (this includes excused and unexcused absences). Photo/Digital Area Policy: 
Class attendance is mandatory; punctuality is expected. Attendance is taken in the first ten minutes of class. If you are not 
present, you are marked late. If you do not arrive after another 10 minutes, you are absent. Three unexcused absences will 
result in a final letter grade of no greater than a C. Two late/early departures equal one unexcused absence. The professor will 
determine Excused/unexcused absences. Absence during a critique, failure to turn in a project during a critique, or missed 
quizzes will result in an automatic F for that project. Late projects will not be accepted. If you are more than 10 minutes late to 
class on a critique day, your work will not be accepted. Students are responsible for making up missed work.  

All absences should be prearranged. Please let me know when you have an unusual circumstance when you cannot attend. 
Some of you will prefer to do the bulk of your work at home or at another location. This does not excuse you from meeting 
with the class. Your participation in the group is important and good communication with me helps me to help you to 
accomplish what you need to do.  

Academic Integrity (A-9.1)  
Academic integrity is a responsibility of all university faculty and students. Faculty members promote academic integrity in 
multiple ways including instruction on the components of academic honesty, as well as abiding by university policy on 
penalties for cheating and plagiarism.  
 
Definition of Academic Dishonesty  
Academic dishonesty includes both cheating and plagiarism. Cheating includes but is not limited to (1) using or attempting to 
use unauthorized materials to aid in achieving a better grade on a component of a class; (2) the falsification or invention of any 
information, including citations, on an assigned exercise; and/or (3) helping or attempting to help another in an act of 
cheating or plagiarism. Plagiarism is presenting the words or ideas of another person as if they were your own. Examples of 
plagiarism are (1) submitting an assignment as if it were one's own work when, in fact, it is at least partly the work of another; 
(2) submitting a work that has been purchased or otherwise obtained from an Internet source or another source; and (3) 
incorporating the words or ideas of an author into one's paper without giving the author due credit. Please read the complete 
policy at http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic_integrity.asp 
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Withheld Grades Semester Grades Policy (A-54) 
Ordinarily, at the discretion of the instructor of record and with the approval of the academic chair/director, a grade of WH 
will be assigned only if the student cannot complete the course work because of unavoidable circumstances.  Students must 
complete the work within one calendar year from the end of the semester in which they receive a WH, or the grade 
automatically becomes and F.  If students register for the same course in future terms the WH will automatically become an F 
and will be counted as a repeated course for the purpose of computing the grade point average. 
 
Students with Disabilities 
To obtain disability related accommodations, alternate formats and/or auxiliary aids, students with disabilities must contact the 
Office of Disability Services (ODS), Human Services Building, and Room 325, 468-3004 / 468-1004 (TDD) as early as 
possible in the semester. Once verified, ODS will notify the course instructor and outline the accommodation and/or auxiliary 
aids to be provided. Failure to request services in a timely manner may delay your accommodations. For additional 
information, go to http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/. 
 
Course Evaluations 
Near the conclusion of each semester, students in the School of Art electronically evaluate courses taken within the COFA. As 
you evaluate this course, please be thoughtful, thorough, and accurate in completing the evaluation. I read each evaluation at 
semesters end and take all comments into consideration when planning future courses and future approaches to teaching. I 
hope to learn from you and your experiences in this course, and value your feedback to ensure an enriching educational 
experience for my future students. 

 
The course evaluation process is completed electronically through MySFA. Although I will be able to view the names of 
students who complete the survey, all ratings and comments are confidential and anonymous, and will not be available to me 
until after the grades are posted. Please note, evaluations and suggestions are welcome at any point throughout the semester, 
either through meeting, email, or anonymous comments left in my mailbox in the art office. 


