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Exploring Art: Scope and Sequence 

Stephen F. Austin State University 
 

Spring 2014 | Mon/Wed 9:00 – 10:15am | T. E. Ferguson Liberal Arts G71 
 

Instructor: Bill Nieberding Ph.D. 
 

Office Hours: Tue & Thurs  
8am-9am & by appointment 

 
Office: 123R Art Building 
Mailbox: 101 Art Building 

E-Mail: Please e-mail through D2L or nieberdiwj@sfasu.edu 
 
Course Description: theory and practice of the art of children. Prerequisite: six semester hours 
390of art or related background studies in education.  
 
Course Description:  This course explores elementary art curriculum through an arts-based 
approach to teaching and learning.  The approach to using art in the classroom will be thematic 
rather than skills-based.  Knowledge about art, children’s artwork and elementary art curriculum 
will be examined through studio projects, art criticism, and the practices and ideas of 
contemporary artists.  The course is intended to demonstrate and explore the interdisciplinary 
aspect of contemporary artmaking processes and the relevance of these processes in the 
conception and development of teaching through the visual arts in the elementary classroom.  3 
credit hours. 
 
The major topics of the course include: 

a. Conceptual and practical skills associated with the studio process 
b. Integrating the arts into the elementary classroom 
c. The role of artistic inquiry as a process of learning 
d. The relevance of contemporary art and popular visual culture in art education 
 

Student Learning Outcomes:   
1. Students will learn to conceive and create art lessons 
2. Students will demonstrate ability to read and respond to current texts relating to art 

educational issues in the elementary school through class discussions and lesson and 
unit development 

3. Students will create artworks that explore appropriate elementary classroom art 
methods 

4. Students will extend their understanding of course concepts by responding to 
artworks by contemporary artists and developing age appropriate lesson ideas in 
relation to the artists’ ideas 

5. Students will demonstrate their understanding of course concepts by developing 
curriculum projects associated with themes, concepts, and ideas explored during the 
course  



6. Learn and exhibit understanding of the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for Art 
as well as the National Standards for Art Education. 
The following competencies: Fine Art -Visual Arts II, Domain 5. 
Competency 052 - Higher Order Thinking The elementary teacher understands, applies and encourages 
higher-order thinking, including critical analysis and problem solving, in the context of products and 
processes in the fine arts across the curriculum (ExCET 17). The elementary teacher uses higher-order 
thinking in fine arts. The teacher recognizes opportunities to integrate higher-order thinking into art, 
music, and theater education and employs instructional techniques that enable students to apply these 
skills as they explore and create various types of art in the context of visual arts, music, and creative 
drama. 
 
Competency 053 - Visual Arts The elementary teacher understands concepts, process and skills for 
perceiving, expressing, understanding, appreciating and evaluating the environment; is familiar with 
materials and tools used to create art works in the classroom; and is able to apply this understanding 
and knowledge to a wide range of instructional experiences in the visual arts (ExCET 17) Emphasis is 
placed on the development of visual concepts and skills for communicating individual ideas, thoughts, 
and feelings through materials and media. The elementary teacher understands and knows how to 
apply basic art elements and principles; recognizes and knows how to use a variety of art materials and 
tools; understands and appreciates artworks of past and contemporary cultures; and applies critical 
evaluation skills to the artworks of students and major artists and to the environment. The teacher 
knows how to promote students' knowledge in these areas and their ability to apply this knowledge in a 
variety of context. Competency 056 - Fine Arts and Culture The elementary teacher recognizes the fine 
arts as a vehicle of culture and heritage and uses the knowledge to promote appreciation of the arts of 
culture around the world (ExCET 18). The elementary teacher understands that art products tend to 
reflect the times and societies from which they arise and uses art, music, and theater as tools for 
expanding students' understanding of their own and other cultures. The teacher recognizes the 
relationship between culture and various art forms and designs activities in which fine arts are used to 
promote students' exploration and appreciation of specific cultures and of the multicultural heritage of 
their own society. 
 
Competency 057 - Interdisciplinary Learning. The elementary teacher knows how to use the fine arts 
to promote learning in other content areas, how to use other content areas to promote learning in the 
fine arts, and how to connect fine arts concepts and skills to daily life (ExCET 18). The elementary 
teacher recognizes opportunities to integrate the arts effectively into other areas of the curriculum. The 
teacher plans instruction that provides students with meaningful interdiction learning experiences and 
uses everyday contexts. To investigate fine art careers, organize fine arts instruction, and apply 
fine arts concepts and skills. Competency 058 - Recent developments and issues. The elementary 
teacher is familiar with recent developments and issues in fine arts education (ExCET 18). The 
elementary recognizes recent developments and issues in fine arts education including increased 
emphasis on higher order thinking skills and on interconnectedness of perceptual awareness, personal 
expression, arts heritage, and aesthetic judgment. The teacher understands the implications of these 
developments and issues for instruction in the elementaryclassroom. 

 
 
Required Texts: 

1. All readings will be posted to D2L website for this course or provided in class. 
 
Course Materials 

1. Students may be asked to gather additional materials such as magazines, junk mail, 
newspaper advertisements and similar for the collage project.  

2. Students will need access to a digital camera (or camera phone) and basic image editing 
software (available through the library) for the new media project. 

3. Additional materials will be announced in class. 
 
 



 
Course Requirements 
Reading:   

All students are expected to have completed all reading assignments for the day that they 
are due.  Class participation in discussions of the readings is required and will affect your 
final grade in the course.   
 

Writing: 
Projects: All studio projects will be introduced in class with an assignment sheet 
handout (also posted on D2L).  There will be a written component associated with each 
project ranging from personal response/analysis to the art and art processes to lesson 
plans relating to the studio project.  
 

Presentation: 
Students will present their work from each project to the class in discussion/sharing 
sessions.   

 
Important Student Responsibilities & Course Policies 
 

1. D2L  All course information will be posted on the D2L course website, it is your 
responsibility to retrieve and refer to the files.  Please inform the instructor if you have 
any difficulties posting or retrieving any files. 
 

2. Attendance Absences may negatively affect your grade. All absences require an email 
to the instructor explaining the reason for the absence, preferably before the class 
meeting. In order for an absence to be excused, a student must provide appropriate 
documentation (i.e., a medical excuse from your doctor) and/or have the instructor’s 
approval (i.e., family emergencies, funerals.) For each unexcused absences after two, 
students will lose 5 percentage points from their final course grade.  Multiple excused 
absences may also affect your final grade and must be discussed with instructor.  A 
student can fail this course due to poor attendance. It is the student’s responsibility to 
meet with the course instructor to discuss unavoidable extended periods of absence.  
 

3. Tardiness: attendance will be taken during the first 5 minutes of class. Anyone not in 
class by that time will be counted as tardy. Three (3) incidents of unexcused tardiness 
and/or leaving class early equal one unexcused absence. 

 
4. Guidelines for Class Discussions: Students are expected and encouraged to share ideas 

and thoughts in an open forum.  All student contributions will be acknowledged and 
responded to respectfully and thoughtfully by the instructor and classmates. Students are 
expected to use appropriate terms and language within all course discussion.  Divergent 
beliefs and worldviews are encouraged and may be shared.  Respect for these differences 
will be maintained within the classroom. 

 
5. Class Participation: Active participation in classroom activities, discussions, and 

fieldtrips is a course requirement and counts for 10% of the final course grade. Class 
participation is evaluated daily. Therefore, excessive absences and highly inconsistent 
participation will impact class participation grades negatively. Quality participation 



includes consistent attendance, obvious preparation for class, asking pertinent questions 
and offering relevant comments, taking notes, actively engaging in classroom discussions 
and other activities, working constructively in large and small groups and submitting 
assignments on time.   

 
6. Late Assignments: Assignment grades are reduced by 10% for every weekday an 

assignment has not been handed in after the assigned due date. Late written 
assignments must be posted to the D2L website. Written assignments cannot be handed in 
as email attachments unless a student has received the instructor’s prior approval.  Late 
projects or anything that cannot be submitted electronically can be handed in at the 
beginning of class on scheduled class days, or during office hours.  

 
7. Returning Graded Assignments: Written work will normally be returned within two 

weeks after the instructor receives the material. Papers are typically returned during 
regular scheduled classes.  

 
8. Email: Email is used as a means of communicating with students about the course. 

Email will be sent through D2L. It is the student’s responsibility to check D2L e-mail 
or forward emails to an account that he/she checks regularly.  

 
Students with Disabilities 
 
To obtain disability related accommodations, alternate formats and/or auxiliary aids, students 
with disabilities must contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS), Human Services Building, 
and Room 325, 468-3004 / 468-1004 (TDD) as early as possible in the semester.  Once verified, 
ODS will notify the course instructor and outline the accommodation and/or auxiliary aids to be 
provided.  Failure to request services in a timely manner may delay your accommodations. For 
additional information, go to http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/. 

 
Academic Integrity (A-9.1)  
 
Abiding by university policy on academic integrity is a responsibility of all university faculty 
and students. Faculty members must promote the components of academic integrity in their 
instruction, and course syllabi are required to provide information about penalties for cheating 
and plagiarism as well as the appeal process. (Much of this information will be provided through 
internet links.)  

Definition of Academic Dishonesty  
Academic dishonesty includes both cheating and plagiarism. Cheating includes, but is not limited 
to: (1) using or attempting to use unauthorized materials to aid in achieving a better grade on a 
component of a class; (2) falsification or invention of any information, including citations, on an 
assignment; and/or (3) helping or attempting to help another in an act of cheating or plagiarism. 
Plagiarism is presenting the words or ideas of another person as if they were your own. 
Examples of plagiarism include, but are not limited to: (1) submitting an assignment as if it were 
one's own work when, in fact, it is at least partly the work of another; (2) submitting a work that 
has been purchased or otherwise obtained from the Internet or another source; and (3) 
incorporating the words or ideas of an author into one's paper or presentation without giving the 
author due credit.  
Please read the complete policy and the appeals process at  



http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic_integrity.asp and  
http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic_appeals_students.asp 
 
Withheld Grades Semester Grades Policy (A-54)  
 
At the discretion of the instructor of record and with the approval of the academic chair/director, 
a grade of WH will be assigned only if the student cannot complete the course work because of 
unavoidable circumstances. Students must complete the work within one calendar year from the 
end of the semester in which they receive a WH, or the grade automatically becomes an F. If 
students register for the same course in future semesters, the WH will automatically become an F 
and will be counted as a repeated course for the purpose of computing the grade point average. 
 
Evaluation 
 
Assessment Criteria: Assignments in this course are evaluated using the following criteria: 

The following criteria will be used to grade your written work: 
 

a. The clarity of your writing-its legibility, grammar and punctuation 
b. How completely you fulfilled the intent of the assignment 
 

 The following criteria will be used to grade your studio work: 
 

a. Experimentation:  Did you challenge yourself by experimenting with materials 
and ideas? 

b. Clarity:  Does your artwork/project correspond with your ideas? 
c. Quality of Craftsmanship:  Is your work presented and constructed neatly?   
d. Personal Understanding:  Are you able to speak clearly about your 

work/ideas? 
e. Effort:  Does your project reflect consistent effort and attention to assignment 

details? 
f. Participation in Critique:  Did you offer constructive and insightful comments 

to your classmates?   
 
Grade Distribution 

Assignment Points 
Studio Projects (All studio assignments will include discussion/sharing & a written 
component.  Your grade on each project will include your presence and participation at 
these sessions and completion of written assignment.   

 
 
 

1. Past Present Future: 3 artworks written story & lesson plan 
2. Storytelling: project, presentation & lesson plan 
3. Quilting: gallery trip, artwork & lesson plan 
4. Visual Culture: digital artwork & lesson plan 
5. Artist Presentation 
6. Homework  
7. Class Participation 
8. Final Portfolio 

 
TOTAL 

20% 
15% 
15% 
20% 
5% 
10% 
5% 
10% 
 
100% 



 
 
Grade Scale: 
A	   100-‐90%	  
B	   	  90-‐80%	  
C	   79-‐70%	  
D	   69-‐60%	  
F	   59-‐0%	  

 
Course Overview 
Week 1: Introduction to art and ways of talking about art 
Week 2: Intro to paint 
Week 3 Past present future: artmaking and personal narrative 
Week 4: Past present future continued. 
Week 5: Past present future continued. 
Week 6: Past present future completed 
Week 7: Trip to Cole Art Center: Quilting as conceptual practice 
Week 8: Classroom quilt 
Week 9: Spring Break 
Week 10: Shaun Tan the lost thing: art, books and big ideas 
Week 11: Books continued 
Week 12: Finishing Books, intro to visual culture in art education 
Week 13: Visual Culture & digital image making. Final Portfolio started 
Week 14: Continued 
Week 15: Final Presentations 
Finals: Final Presentation concluded 


