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SFA School of Art

ART 431 Casting
Spring 2014

Instructor: Maki Hajikano                                          Course Time & Location: M & W, 2:00pm – 4:40pm
Office: AS134                                                            Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday 10:00am-11:00am and
                                                                                                           by appointment.
Office Phone: 468-4381                                            Credits: 3
Other Contact Information:                                      Email: hajikanom@sfasu.edu

Prerequisites: ART 230

I. Course Description:
3 semester hours, 6 hours studio, 6 hours independent study per week

II. Intended Learning Outcomes/Goals/Objectives

Course Summary
Throughout the term, students will explore the process of casting as well as concept developments in their cast
objects. In terms of materials, students will experiment with glass along with other materials. Several mold making
techniques (max working, mold making and finishing processes) will be covered.

Program Learning Outcomes:
1. Undergraduate students will demonstrate proficiency in studio foundation skills as they relate to the elements

and principles of design.

2. Undergraduate students will exhibit proficiency in the use of materials, techniques and media.

3. Undergraduate students will demonstrate understanding of contemporary art issues through exploration of
synthesis of content, problem solving and creativity.

4. Undergraduate students will define and state knowledge of Art Historical precedents.

III. Course Assignments, Activities, Instructional Strategies, use of Technology:
Assignments A detailed assignment sheet will be provided in the class.
You need the following items in order to complete your requirements.
1. Two finished works
2. Artist Statement

1. Glass work requires a lot of work. Your participation in the activity, such as clean up, will be considered as a part of
your grade.
2. Please understand that you cannot expect 100% success late in both metal and glass casting. I would recommend
that you make a multiple mold so that you can cast it again, that is to be able to duplicate your piece.
 (In general, there is more success in smaller cast-pieces, so I advise you to make multiple wax pieces, wax
duplicates, so that you can cast your work again should your cast piece not come out).
3. It is very important, especially for those students who are taking this course first time, that you understand the
basic processes of glass casting; please take this into consideration when you think about your project. Please
discuss your idea with me as you make your plan. (Basically, the thickness of your piece should be at least 1/2 inch,
however it will vary depending on the design.)
4. Glass casting can be expensive due to material costs. If you have limited budget, you can utilize alternative casting
materials such as plaster in order to fulfill your project.
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IV. Evaluation and Assessments (Grading):
Evaluation
Assignment objectives – Ability to fulfill the goal of assignment.
Craftsmanship –               Ability to work with materials neatly and with precision.
Work –                               Overall effort and commitments throughout the process and trying to create innovative
                                           work within  the parameters of the assignment.
Quality -                             Ability to devise unique solutions for the assignment.
Sketchbook –                    Keep a sketchbook which will be a comprehensive collection of your ideas, notes, and whatever

provokes and
                                           inspires you.

Other considerations that will affect your grade
Attendance    Attendance is mandatory.  Attendance at all review is required.
                       Attendance at the final review is also required.
Deadline        All projects are required and must be submitted on the due dates.
Work days    Come to class prepared and ready to work.
                      Be present and focus on your work during class time  (Your behavior is also considered as a part

of your grade)
    No Cell phone (No text messages)! (Please do not use a cell phone during class time)

Get your supplies outside of class time.

Critiques       Participate in class discussion and critiques.
                      The degree and quality of participation will be reflected in your grade.
                      Overall growth throughout the term is requisite.

Grading
90% +        A
80%+         B
70%           C
60%           D
59%           F

V. Tentative Course Outline/Calendar: (The schedule may be changed)
Week 1 &  2  (1/13, 1/15, 1/22)                                     Introduction,  Demo, Developing idea, sketches due (1/29)
Week 3   (1/27, 1/29)                                                    Mask fit test. Flexible molds, Demo
Week 4 &  5  (2/3, 2/5, 2/10, 2/12)                                Work Day, Demo,
Week 6  (2/17, 2/19)                                                     Work Day, Demo, First wax piece is due (2/17)
Week 7 & 8 (2/24, 2/26, 3/3, 3/5)                                  Work Day,  First glass mold is due (3/2)
Week 9 (3/10 – 3/12)                                                    Spring Break)
Week 10 &11 (3/17, 3/19. 3/24,3/26)                            Work Day., Second mold due (3/24)

Mid semester in progress review (3/24)
Week 12 –13 (3/31, 4/2, 4/7, 4/9)                                  Work Day, All glass molds due (4/7)
Week 14 – 15 (4/14, 4/16, 4/23)                                    Work Day, All glass molds should be steamed out and
                                                                                       ready for casting (4/14) Easter Break (4/21)
Week 16 (4/28, 4/30)                                                     Work Day, Review (4/30)
Week 17                                                                        Review, clean up.

VI. Suggested Readings
• The Sculptural Imagination     Alex Potts

Sculpture Magazine
               Art in America
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VII. Course Evaluations:

In the School of Art, the course evaluation process has been simplified and is completed electronically through
MySFA.  Although the instructor will be able to view the names of students who complete the survey, all
ratings and comments are confidential and anonymous, and will not be available to the instructor until
after final grades are posted.

VIII. Student Ethics and Other Policy Information:

Attendance:
Attendance is required at all classes
More than two absences will result in a grade reduction.  If you are ill or will miss class of any reason please
contact with me and let me know what is happening with you.
Arriving more than 20minute late or leaving more than 20munutes early is considered as an absence.
Anyone missing 4 or more classes, for any reason, will not pass.
Please discuss absence caused by special circumstances (illness, etc) with the instructor.

Students with Disabilities
To obtain disability related accommodations, alternate formats and/or auxiliary aids, students with disabilities
must contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS), Human Services Building, and Room 325, 468-3004/468-
1004 (TDD) as early as possible in the semester.  Once verified, ODS will notify the course instructor and outline
the accommodation and/or auxiliary aids to be provided.  Failure to request services in a timely manner may
delay your accommodations.  For additional information, go to http://www.sfasu.edu/disabiltiyservices/.

Other concerns
If you are pregnant or should become pregnant while taking this course, or have a medical condition increase
your sensitivity to chemical exposure, it is important for you to take all precautions concerning your own personal
safety, While reasonable measures have been taken to insure your safety, there is a risk in this class of
exposure to material that could prove harmful to persons at risk. Please contact the professor should you have
questions or concerns.

Academic Integrity
Academic integrity is a responsibility of all university faculty and students.  Faculty members promote academic
integrity in multiple ways including instruction on the components of academic honesty, as well as abiding by
university polity on penalties for cheating and plagiarism.

Definition of Academic Dishonesty
Academic dishonesty includes both cheating and plagiarism.  Cheating includes but is not limited to (1) using or
attempting to use unauthorized materials to aid in achieving a better grade on a component of a class; (2) the
falsification or invention of any information, including citations, on an assigned exercise; and/or (3) helping or
attempting to help another in an act of cheating or plagiarism.  Plagiarism is presenting the words or ideas of
another person as if they were your own.  Examples of plagiarism are (1) submitting an assignment as if it were
one’s own work that has been purchased or otherwise obtained from an Internet source or another source; and
(3) incorporating the words or ideas of an author into one’s paper without giving the author due credit.

Withheld Grades Semester Grades Policy (A-54)
Ordinarily, at the discretion of the instructor of record and with the approval of the academic chair/director, a
grade of WH will be assigned only if the student cannot complete the course work because of unavoidable
circumstances.  Students must complete the work within one calendar year from the end of the semester in
which they receive a WH, or the grade automatically becomes and F.  If students register for the same course in
future terms the WH will automatically become an F and will be counted as a repeated course for the purpose of
computing the grade point average.   

IX. Materials:
Sketchbook
Wax working tools
Respirator
Gloves
Closed toed shoe
Student ID


