
Spring 2014 Course Syllabus: CJS-420.590 – Criminal Justice Planning 
 
This is the course syllabus and it contains important information. Be sure to read the entire 
syllabus and contact me if you have difficulty understanding what is required for the successful 
completion of this course. This syllabus, and the accompanying course calendar, contains 
specific due dates for assignments. These documents should be read in their entirety and 
maintained for reference.  
 
Instructor  
Dr. George R. Franks, Jr., Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Government 
Office: Liberal Arts North, Room 132 
Office Phone: 936.468.2061 
AT&T Cellular: 936.554.8626  
E-mail: franksgr@sfasu.edu 
 
SFA Campus Office Hours  
Tuesdays: 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. & 12:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
I am also available by appointment. 
 
Virtual Office Hours  
Available by SFA E-mail or ATT Cellular (Texting permitted) 
Mondays: 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 
I am also available by appointment. 
 
The best way to contact me is by SFA regular email at the address above. Note that within 
D2L email is not the same and should not be used!  
 
Course Protection and Intellectual Property 
My personal work contained in this syllabus, the course calendar, and all handouts and 
assignments created by me are my intellectual property and are protected by law. You do not 
have authorization to duplicate any part of the work without my written permission. 
 
Course Related E-mail Guidelines 
All e-mails to me concerning class issues should include your name and course number 
reference (CJS -420). All e-mails made to you concerning class issues will be directed to your 
SFASU e-mail address. You are individually responsible for checking your assigned SFASU e-
mail in-box for messages. Likewise, your e-mails should be made to me through the SFASU e-
mail system. Using other e-mail systems often results in a corruption of the e-mail text.  Any 
attachments to e-mails must be in the form of HTML, HTM, or Word Document formats. You are 
responsible for reading all announcements, course documents and e-mails relating to this 
course. 
 
Course Description  
Introduction to planning and evaluation techniques; Examines the design of experimental 
programs in the field of criminal justice.  
 
Classroom Meeting Schedule and Location 
You are expected to participate actively in the courseroom. There are no specific times for you 
to be present in the courseroom, but you should expect to visit the courseroom several times 
each week.  
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Text required for Course  
You are required to have access to the textbooks Criminal Justice Policy and Planning –Third 
Edition, or higher, by Welsh and Harris. I have no requirement for you to own the books, sharing 
is always an option if you can make that work. The book is available from your campus 
bookstore, off-campus stores, and through Internet sources. You will also have other assigned 
readings that will be available online. 
 
Writing Enhanced Course 
This is a writing enhanced course. The individual writing project comprises a total of 30% of 
your final grade. This course fulfills one unit of your writing intensive credit required for the 
undergraduate degree. Therefore, failure to submit a written sample as required, indicating an 
applied effort on your part, will result in an incomplete being assigned for this course. The first 
writing project requiring an initial evaluation and rewritten submission will not be deemed 
complete until the rewrite has been submitted. 
 
In all writing assignments you are permitted to access the AARC, located in the Steen Library. 
You are encouraged to complete your work early, visit with a writing tutor in the AARC, and 
make any corrections or adjustments suggested before submitting your work for grading. 
 
Program Learning Outcomes Addressed in this Course  
This course meets the following CJS Program objectives:  
- The student will demonstrate critical reasoning, problem solving abilities, communications 

skills, and technology skills. 
- The student will demonstrate an understanding of the functions of policing in the United States 

in terms of its historical roots, structure, and contemporary issues. 
- The student will demonstrate an understanding of the social, political, economic, and cultural 

factors that influence the development of criminological theory and its application to criminal 
behaviors. 

- The student will demonstrate an awareness of ethical issues in criminal justice, and how to 
use ethical reasoning to formulate decisions and promote positive organizational and 
professional trust. 

 
Course Specific Student Learning Outcomes 
The student will be able to  
- Explain the process of developing paradigms– thinking outside the box. 
- Describe and participate in the process of analyzing organizational and procedural problems. 
- Make use of goal setting and assist in the development of objectives. 
- Describe and work within the process used in criminal justice project plan development and 

implementation. 
- Discuss and apply the issues involved in developing complex criminal justice policies. 
- Work with others in diverse group projects. 
- Demonstrate the ability to self-motivate and assist others in accomplishing goals. 
- Demonstrate the ability to use multitasking and time management.  
- Demonstrate a high degree of interdependent accountability 
 
Special Accommodations and Students with Disabilities 
My intention is to accommodate all students with special needs when I can do so without 
compromising the integrity of the classroom and/or disrupting the learning process. If you feel 
you have need of a special accommodation, whether or not it is the result of an officially 
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recognized and covered disability, please discuss this with me. I will endeavor to work with you 
to accomplish a fair resolution.  
 
In addition, individuals with disabilities officially identified in the policies of the University may 
contact Disability Services and request special accommodations.  
 
In previous courses I have recognized indications of certain learning, communication, or reading 
disabilities, where the student has been unaware of the opportunity to take advantage of special 
accommodations available to them. In such cases I will address the observation with you in 
private and confidentially. My recommendation to you to seek assistance is only a suggestion 
and not a course requirement.  
 
I have encountered students who feel ill at ease in accepting special accommodations. The 
acceptance of an accommodation legitimately available to you is neither a sign of weakness nor 
a statement of worth. Please view these opportunities as being equivalent to my using a 
stepladder to change a ceiling mounted light-bulb. An accommodation is a tool available to 
assist you in doing your best, not an excuse for a lower standard of performance. 
 
To obtain disability related accommodations, alternate formats and/or auxiliary aids, students 
with disabilities must contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS), Human Services Building, 
and Room 325, 468-3004 / 468-1004 (TDD) as early as possible in the semester.  Once 
verified, ODS will notify the course instructor and outline the accommodation and/or auxiliary 
aids to be provided.  Failure to request services in a timely manner may delay your 
accommodations. For additional information, go to http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/. 
 
Student Responsibility 
You retain the responsibility to follow the guidelines of the course syllabus; comply with 
university regulations; read all assigned material and postings specific to this course; comply 
with due dates, submission guidelines, and my directions.  
 
You are an adult and retain the responsibility of regulating your behavior in a manner that will be 
conducive to learning and attaining a passing grade for the course. You are expected to comply 
with the general rules of civility. 
 
You are to participate in class discussions, and while you are free to express your personal 
views, you must also respect the views of others. I maintain the right to censor any discussion 
that is becoming disruptive to the learning process. 
 
You retain the responsibility to make notification of special needs and/or circumstances to the 
University, Department Chair, and to me.  
 
Because you are an adult, it is inappropriate to have your parents calling on your behalf 
requesting special consideration, complaining about workload, or about course content. I will not 
discuss your class business with your parents or guardians. 
 
The course syllabus is not a menu and you do not have the option of choosing which items to 
complete and/or tasks to perform. Failure to submit required material, with the exception of 
quizzes, will result in a grade of incomplete being assigned.  
 

http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/
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You are participating in a course designed to prepare you for a career as a public servant. The 
U.S. Supreme Court has repeatedly upheld higher standards for those involved in public 
service, particularly those professions related to criminal justice. You are expected to read 
carefully and to fully comply with the academic honesty policy contained in this syllabus. 
 
Withheld Grades Semester Grades Policy (A-54)  
Ordinarily, at the discretion of the instructor of record and with the approval of the academic 
chair/director, a grade of WH will be assigned only if the student cannot complete the course 
work because of unavoidable circumstances. Students must complete the work within one 
calendar year from the end of the semester in which they receive a WH, or the grade 
automatically becomes an F. If students register for the same course in future terms the WH will 
automatically become an F and will be counted as a repeated course for the purpose of 
computing the grade point average.  
 
Assessment Methods  
There are a total of 100 quality points (QP) available in this class.  The course breakdown of the 
final grade is made in the following manner:  
 
Module Discussions = 40 QP  
Written Essay Examination One = 10 QP 
Written Essay Examination Two = 10 QP 
Final Examination = 40 QP 
 
The course grade will be based as follows:  
 
89.5 QP and above = A  
79.5 QP to 89 QP = B  
69.5 QP to 79 QP = C  
60 QP to 69 QP = D  
Below 60 QP = F  
 
Examination 
There is only a final comprehensive examination in this course. The examination will be posted 
according to the Course Module Schedule, be sure to observe the closing date and time of the 
examination. Warning: Do not wait until the last moment to enter the exam, the closing time is 
firm and the exam will end at the time posted. 
 
Missed Examinations 
Examinations are posted for 48 hours, there is no provision for making up a missed 
examination. Failure to complete an examination within the allotted time will result in a grade of 
"0" being assigned. 
 
Module Discussions 
Note that the module discussions are detailed in the included Course Module Schedule, the 
last page of this document. The schedule includes details of the prescribed reading 
assignments, and includes a work due date. All things detailed for that assignment must be 
completed by the work due date, except the two response postings to other students’ primary 
discussion postings.  
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As an example, your Module Two initial discussion assignment is due to be posted no later than 
the Work Due Date listed for the module. You have no special activity due for this module, and 
your two responses to peers will be due on the Work Due Date for Module Three. If you are in 
any way confused, write me an email or come by to see me during office hours. 
 
Formal Writing Assignments 
This is a writing enhanced course. For the first essay examination:  Failure to submit either the 
initial submission or resubmission will result in you being assigned an “F” for the course. Your 
initial submission of the first essay will be evaluated and a grade assigned. There will be 
notations made as to any repairs that must be made for the resubmission. You final grade will 
be limited to one letter grade above that assigned in the initial evaluation. You should put forth 
your utmost effort in the preparation of the first writing. Essay examination Two will be graded 
on the initial submission and there are no resubmissions. 
 
First and foremost, be sure to include your name on the paper. Margins are to be 1” for the 
side, top and bottom. The font is to be New Times Roman, Arial, or Calibri, with a type size of 
12-point throughout the paper. All writing assignments are to be done in double-spaced 
format.  Each assignment is expected to be between the page limits provided, with the lower 
number serving as a minimum and the upper a maximum. A submission below the minimum 
requirements will receive a grade of “0”. A submission above the maximum will receive a 20% 
reduction in grade for each extra page of length. The paper will be due on the date specified in 
the course calendar. Late papers are automatically reduced by a factor of 25%. After five days, 
the reduction will be 50%. 
 
You will submit your assignment by SFA E-mail, do not use the E-mail within D2L. The paper 
is required to be in a Microsoft Word Document format, and no other form will be accepted. 
This document is to be an attachment to the E-mail. You must make this submission using 
your SFASU E-mail address. Again, make sure that your name is one the first page of the 
submitted document. 
 
Take care to submit the paper in an E-mail with the appropriate subject line detailing the 
assignment as follows: 
 

 Initial Submission of Essay Examination One 

 Resubmission of Essay Examination One 

 Submission of Essay Examination Two 
 
NOTE:  The prompt for Essay Examination One is located in Module 3. The prompt for 
Essay Examination Two is located in Module 6.   
 
Policy on Cheating - A strong word of caution! For all writing exams you are encouraged to 
access the AARC, located in the Steen Library.  You should complete your work early, visit with 
a writing tutor in the AARC, and make any corrections or adjustments suggested before 
submitting your work for grading. 
 
Acceptable Student Behavior 
Classroom behavior should not interfere with the instructor’s ability to conduct the class or the 
ability of other students to learn from the instructional program (see the Student Conduct 
Code, policy D-34.1). Unacceptable or disruptive behavior will not be tolerated. Students who 
disrupt the learning environment may be asked to leave class and may be subject to judicial, 
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academic or other penalties. This prohibition applies to all instructional forums, including 
electronic, classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. The instructor shall have full 
discretion over what behavior is appropriate/inappropriate in the classroom. Students who do 
not attend class regularly or who perform poorly on class projects/exams may be referred to the 
Early Alert Program.  This program provides students with recommendations for resources or 
other assistance that is available to help SFA students succeed. 

 
Attendance & Participation  
Please note that failure to actively participate can result in a significant negative impact of your 
final grade. Poor attention to assignments could result in your receiving a failing grade for the 
course.  
 
Academic Integrity (A-9.1) 
Academic integrity is a responsibility of all university faculty and students. Faculty members 
promote academic integrity in multiple ways including instruction on the components of 
academic honesty, as well as abiding by university policy on penalties for cheating and 
plagiarism.  
 
Definition of Academic Dishonesty 
Academic dishonesty includes both cheating and plagiarism. Cheating includes but is not limited 
to (1) using or attempting to use unauthorized materials to aid in achieving a better grade on a 
component of a class; (2) the falsification or invention of any information, including citations, on 
an assigned exercise; and/or (3) helping or attempting to help another in an act of cheating or 
plagiarism. Plagiarism is presenting the words or ideas of another person as if they were your 
own. Examples of plagiarism are (1) submitting an assignment as if it were one's own work 
when, in fact, it is at least partly the work of another; (2) submitting a work that has been 
purchased or otherwise obtained from an Internet source or another source; and (3) 
incorporating the words or ideas of an author into one's paper without giving the author due 
credit. 
 
Please read the complete policy at http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic_integrity.asp 

http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic_integrity.asp
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Course Module Schedule 

 
You may work ahead, but these are the due dates for work to be submitted: 
 

Module 
Work Due 

Date 
Welsh & Harris 

Reading 
Special Activity 

1 JAN 21  
Course Introduction and Overview & Initial 

Postings 

2 FEB 3 Chapter 1 & 2  

3 FEB 17 Chapter 3 
Essay Examination One Due February 17th. 

The prompt is in Module 3! 

4 MAR 3 Chapter 4  

5 MAR 17 Chapter 5 
Essay Examination One Returned by 

March 17th. 

6 MAR 31 Chapter 6 
Essay Examination One Rewrite Due 

March 31st.  

7 APR 14 Chapter 7 
Essay Examination Two Due April 14th. 

The Prompt is in Module 6! 

8 APR 28 Chapter 8  

*You should post the primary module discussion posting by the date shown for the 
module. The two secondary discussion responses should be posted by the due date of 
the following module. 
 
The Final Examination will be posted at Noon on May 5th, and close at Noon on May 7th. 
 


