
 
Department of Kinesiology and Health Science 

DAN254.001 – WORLD DANCE  
Spring 2014 

 
 

Instructor:  Elizabeth Rhodes Course Time & Location:  MW 2:30-3:45, HPE201 
Office:  HPE225  Office Hours:  MWF8:45-9:45 & 10:50-11:50; MW  
Office Phone:  (936) 468-1543 1:45-2:15, TR 8:45-9:15  
Dept. Phone:  (936) 468-3503   Credits:  2  
Email:  erhodes@sfasu.edu 
 
Prerequisites:  None  
  
I. Course Description:  
Introduction to cultural dances of the world.  Practice and inquiry will include the African diaspora, 
Eastern and Western European.  In addition, Latin American dances will be included as a significant 
component, approximately 1/3 of material as this course is a choice for the Latin American Studies 
minor. 
 
II. Intended Learning Outcomes/Goals/Objectives: 

 To gain awareness of the elements of motion, time/force/space, as applied to folk dance. 
 To improve proficiency in executing rhythmic movement. 
  To gain an appreciation of folk dancing as a reflection of culture. 
 To learn vocabulary related to the techniques and history of folk dances.  
 To learn to work democratically with a partner or group.  
 To improve performance skills including projection and confidence. 
 To have an enjoyable movement experience. 

 
III. Course Assignments, Activities, Instructional Strategies, use of Technology: 
Instructional strategies focus on developing skills through anatomical, rhythmic and qualitative 
feedback.  Other strategies and use of technology may include peer coaching and use of digital 
videotaping. 
 
IV. Evaluation and Assessments (Grading): 
Daily performance      50%    
Skills evaluations (midterm and final weighted equally)  25% 
Written exams (midterm and final weighted equally)    25%  
 

A = 90-100% 
B = 80-89.9% 
C = 70-79.9% 
D = 60-69.9% 
F = less than 60% 
 
 

A. Daily Performance:  The only way to progress as a dancer is through consistent, focused 
training.  Therefore, the majority of your grade is based on Daily Performance.  (See criteria 
below.)  Full credit will be calculated at 9.5 points out of 10 per class.  Outstanding performance in 
all areas below may yield up to 10 points or 100%.  The highest grade possible for a class 
following an absence is 9 points or 90%.   If you miss 2 classes in a row, then the next 2 classes 
can yield no higher than 8 points each.  Points will be deducted from daily grade for infraction of 
any item below with a heavy penalty for tardiness.  Class demeanor begins as you enter the 
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studio, and you should be appropriately attired before activity begins.  Overriding the above point 
calculation is Policy B below (Regarding Excellence).    

 

Daily Performance Criteria for Grading:     
1. Punctuality.  If you are not in the studio at the time class is scheduled to begin, you are late.  If 

you arrive after the first exercise or dance has started, you should not join unless you have 
been invited.  Enter the space with minimal distraction.  You may be asked to observe.  
Observing will yield 0 points, but you will not be marked absent.  If you are more than 5 
minutes late, you will generally receive half credit (5 points) for that class period even if you 
are invited to participate.  Latecomers must confirm attendance after class or be marked 
absent.   

2. Full participation without leaving the studio.  If you have an emergency that requires you to 
leave the room, you may be asked to observe the remainder of the class if and when you 
return.  

3. Adherence to dress code.  (See below.) 
4. No use of cell phones.  Turn them off and put them away before entering the 2nd floor hallway. 
5. Adherence to dance studio regulations.  (See VIII below.) 
6. Preparedness to work.  Do not sit in a chair or lean against the wall before, during or 

immediately after class. A brief greeting is appropriate, but begin to warm up on your own or 
review dances from the previous class as soon as you arrive. 

7. Alertness, focus, concentration.  Verbal cuing may be appropriate in social dance forms; 
however, avoid extended conversation unless you are instructed to do so. 

8. Classroom etiquette; i.e. appropriate behavior, courtesy and respect for others.   
9. Ability to apply individual and group corrections.  
10. Performance of material, especially material that has been previously introduced. As a rule, 

dance full out unless invited to mark or if the space is too crowded. 
11. Awareness of space and timing when you take your place for class, execute progressions, or 

dance in groups.   
12. Contribution in maintaining positive energy, an atmosphere for learning and a level of 

excellence within the class. 
 

Dress Code Criteria for Grading - Students must be appropriately attired to participate in class 
activities.  

1. Jazz pants, sweat pants, yoga pants, or leggings.  Leotards or other form-fitting tops for 
women.  Form-fitting T-shirts for men.  No prints or patterns.  Small logos are okay.   

2. Jazz shoes, ballet slippers or other soft-soled shoes that will not mar the dance floor. Be 
prepared to remove shoes for some exercises and dances.  Character shoes or other 
shoes with a heel will enhance some folkloric work; however, it is not required to 
purchase. 

3. Secure hair away from face.  
4. No accessories such as large buttons, brads, metal belt buckles, bulky jewelry, or long 

chains. 
5. No hats, caps or hoods (unless they are props in a dance!).  No gum. 
6. It is highly recommended to avoid long, acrylic or natural fingernails.  We will be moving 

quickly through space and dancing with a partner.  Long nails are a danger to you and 
others. 

 
 

B. Regarding Excellence:  Any student missing more than 2 consecutive classes will not be 
able to receive an “A” in the course.  Any student missing more than 3 classes during the 
semester, consecutive or dispersed, will not receive an “A” even if points are “made up.”   Any 
student who is tardy more than 4 times will not receive an “A” even if points are “made up.”  
(More than 6 tardies will yield no higher than a grade of C, more than 8 tardies a D, and more 
than 10 tardies an F.)  Any student who habitually fails to adhere to the dress code will not 
receive an “A.”  The makeup policy allows you to recuperate a limited number of points for 
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breach of any of the criteria below including 1-2 absences.  It does not provide the opportunity 
to earn an “A” if your performance is not consistently excellent.    

 
V.  Tentative Course Outline/Calendar – see separate calendar for details: 
Week 1  Introduction to the course; definitions of folk dance; warm-up techniques 

Week 2  Basic locomotor movements and formations introduced via European folk.  

Week 3  Latin American dances   

Week 4  Latin American dances   

Week 5  Guest artist TBA.   

Week 6  Technical review and skills midterm 

Week 7  Review of lecture material and written midterm 

Weeks 8-9 Dances influenced by the African diaspora 

Weeks 10-11 Asian dance forms  

Week 12 Compositional study 

Week 13 Presentation of compositional studies 

Week 14 Review 

Week 15 Skills final on Mon; written final on Wed. Friday is for conferences. 

   
VI. Textbook and Readings: 
None to purchase.  There may outside readings that will be made available through handouts or by 
placing material on reserve.  
 
VII. Course Evaluations: 
Near the conclusion of each semester, students in the College of Education (COE) electronically 
evaluate courses taken within the COE.  Evaluation data is used for a variety of important purposes 
including:  1. Course and program improvement, planning, and accreditation; 2. Instruction evaluation 
purposes; and 3. Making decisions on faculty tenure, promotion, pay, and retention.  As you evaluate 
this course, please be thoughtful, thorough, and accurate in completing the evaluation.  Please know 
that the COE faculty is committed to excellence in teaching and continued improvement.  Therefore, 
your response is critical!  The course evaluation process is completed electronically through MySFA.  
Although the instructor will be able to view the names of students who complete the survey, all ratings 
and comments are confidential and anonymous, and will not be available to the instructor until after 
final grades are posted. (COE)  
 
VIII. Student Ethics and Other Policy Information: 
 

A.  Attendance/Absences:   
Due to the unique nature of dance training, missed classes may not be made up.  If you are absent, 
you will receive a zero for that day’s performance grade.   In addition, your final grade will be lowered 
5% (half of a letter grade) for each absence in excess of 3.  The maximum number of absences 
permitted for a passing grade is 6.  Late registrants will not be penalized with regard to daily points; 
however, if you miss any classes due to late registration, the maximum number of absences allowed 
will be reduced accordingly.  For example, if you miss two classes due to late registration, the 
maximum number of absences allowed for a passing grade is 4.  For any missed classes, you may 
take advantage of designated “extra credit” opportunities.  For 0-2 absences, missed performance 
points may be recuperated.  If you have more than 2 absences, extra credit serves to convert an 
absence to a zero.  Up to 2 extra credit activities may be pursued.  Do NOT apply the same class 
toward requirements, extra credit or makeups in any other course.  The above constitutes standard 
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consideration for final grade, make an appointment for an office visit within a timely fashion.   
 

B.  Extra Credit/Makeup Work:  All students may take advantage of designated “extra 
credit/makeup” activities.  Up to 9.5 points per activity may be applied to your Daily 
Performance grade.  Up to 2 extra credit activities may be pursued during the semester.  Do 
not use the same activity for any other SFA course.  You are expected to be punctual, 
stay for the entire event, and demonstrate exemplary audience behavior.  Failure to do so will 
result in loss of opportunity for extra credit.  Choose from the following: 
 
1. Attend a professional fine arts dance concert or musical.  University concerts produced by 

fine arts academic dance programs will generally count. 
2. Attend a master class sponsored by the SFA Dance Program.  You may observe if the 

class is advanced.  Dates/times TBA.   
3. DAN254 students may count the dance program’s studio concert, Danceworks, as extra 

credit provided they are not receiving credit via another course.  Dance majors and 
minors should know that they are expected to attend program-sponsored events.  This 
semester, Danceworks performances are scheduled for April 10-11 (7 pm) and April 12 (3 
pm).  Student tickets are generally $5. 

4. Attend an extra credit event that may be announced in class; may include multicultural 
center activities. 

 
Documentation for Extra Credit/Makeup Work:  To receive credit, word-process a 250-
word report and submit the document to the D2L dropbox for Extra Credit Reports within one 
week of the event.  Submit a digital image of any supporting documentation such as your 
program and/or ticket as evidence of your attendance.  You may also show me such 
documentation outside of class time.  For Danceworks, your program must contain 
handwritten notes that you took during or immediately after the show.  Be sure to include the 
date you attended in your report.  For other events, include the date, name of the performing 
group, title of event, name of venue/theatre, and city.  If you have any problem submitting via 
the dropbox, let me know. 

 
C.  Tardiness:  If class has already begun when you enter the studio, quietly store your 

belongings and wait to be invited to participate.  If the instructor indicates that it is too late to 
join in, you may observe. 

 
D.  Injury or Illness:  In the case of injury or illness, notify the instructor prior to class that you 

may be modifying your performance. Partial credit will be awarded based on the level of your 
participation. 

 
E.  Injury or Illness/Modifying Your Performance:  In the case of injury or illness, notify the 

instructor prior to class that you may be modifying your performance. Partial credit will be 
awarded based on the level of your participation. 

 
F.  Observing Class:  There is no guarantee that any daily points will be awarded for observing 

class; however, you will not be marked absent.  This is also an opportunity to better prepare 
yourself to participate in the next class.  Taking notes is encouraged as it will keep you 
focused.  You do not need to submit notes.  It is not necessary to dress out to observe.  DO 
observe the no-shoe regulation.  You will be marked absent for any inappropriate behavior 
including talking out of turn, texting, or sleeping.  Avoid drawing attention to yourself as this is 
a distraction. 

 
G.  Missing an Exam:  If you are absent on an exam day, you must contact me no later than 5:00 
pm.  Your situation will be evaluated and you may be afforded an opportunity to take a makeup 
test.  You must provide official documentation upon return to class for the makeup score to fully 
count.  Any planned absences on skills test days must be discussed at the beginning of the 
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semester.  If you have not made a request to schedule a makeup test within 2 class periods of the 
missed exam, you will forfeit your opportunity to do so, and the grade recorded will be a zero. 

 
H.  Dance Studio Regulations:   

1. Do not walk in the studio with street shoes; applies to entering and exiting.     
2. No food or beverages in the studio except for water bottles.  No gum.  
3. Do not use haircare or skincare products that leave slippery spots on the floor.* 
4. Clean up after yourself, and take the initiative to clean up after others. 

 
*No application of lotion, body sprays, hair sprays, or any scented cosmetic product while you 
are in the studio. 
 

I.  Cell phones:  See Daily Performance Criteria for grading under IV, 4 above. 
 

J. Email:  You must be able to access your email through MySFA and D2L.  Check it M-F.  If 
you send an email, include the course number in the subject line and post from MySFA or 
D2L.  

 
K.  Students with Disabilities—To obtain disability related accommodations and/or auxiliary 

aids, students with disabilities must contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS), Human 
Services Building, Room 325, (936) 468-3004/ (936) 468-1004 (TDD) as early as possible in 
the semester.  Once verified, ODS will notify the course instructor and outline the 
accommodation and/or auxiliary aids to be provided. 

 
L.  Academic Honesty—It is the policy of Stephen F. Austin State University that academic 

dishonesty is a completely unacceptable mode of conduct and will not be tolerated in any 
form.  All persons involved in academic dishonesty will be disciplined in accordance with 
University regulations and procedures.  Discipline may include suspension or expulsion from 
the University.  (see Academic Integrity A-9.1)   

 
M.  Health Insurance:  Neither the Department nor the University is responsible for any injury 

incurred by a student.  It is strongly advised to carry your own health and accident insurance. 
 

N.  Locker rooms are located on the first floor.  You are entitled to request  a locker and a towel.  
There are restrooms in the locker rooms as well as at the end of the long hallway on the 2nd 
floor. Use the locker room for changing before and after class.  If you have an emergency 
requiring you to exit the studio while class is in session, it is preferred that you use the north 
door and the facilities in the locker room to avoid disrupting classes and faculty office hours 
on the 2nd floor. 

 
 

http://www.sfasu.edu/upp/pap/academic_affairs/academic_integrity.html
http://www.sfasu.edu/upp/pap/academic_affairs/academic_integrity.html
http://www.sfasu.edu/upp/pap/academic_affairs/academic_integrity.html

