
 

 
English 131-003: Composition and Analysis 

SUMMER II 2014 
Instructor: Aaron Milstead 

Department:   English 
Office:  F 286  
Contact:  Phone: 468-2427 

  E-mail: atmilstead@sfasu.edu  

Office Hours:T/R 2:25-3:25 

 
Class Time: 12:30-2:25 MTWR Ferguson Liberal Arts 176 

 
Course Description and Goals: 
 
English 131 is a course designed to acquaint incoming freshmen with common methods, practices, and modes of 

writing. It is meant to teach students to practice different types of writing, all with different goals, urging students 

to examine themselves and the world around them in order to gain a more objective and critical view of their 

surroundings. English 131 is also meant to teach students good habits and practices of writing: drafting, revising, 

and editing. 

 

Aside from the more intangible benefits a student may gain by participating in writing, English 131 is also 

designed to acquaint students with college-level literacy, both in their ability to read and write proficiently, but 

also to be able to perform tasks such as researching and planning a longer project. 

 

Remember, in order to move on to English 132, students must pass English 131 with a C or higher. 

 
These are the expected learning outcomes for English 131: 

 By the end of the semester, all students will be familiar with the idea that writing is a recursive process. 

As such, students will have experienced such concepts as invention, drafting, revising, and editing 

individual essays. Students will understand the difference between editing and revising. Finally, students 

will be able to critically respond to their peers’ writing. 

 By the end of the semester, students will recognize that the traditional 5 paragraph structure has 

limitations as a writing model. Students will explore and experiment with a variety of essay structures and 

recognize that no single structure is suitable for every type of essay. 

 By the end of the semester, students will understand that audience impacts all writing situations. Students 

will be able to define an audience in all of its complexity through the reading and/or writing of an essay. 

Finally, students will be able to recognize that one essay may be written to multiple audiences and 

understand how to address multiple audiences in their own writing. 
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 By the end of the semester, students will understand the idea of the rhetorical triangle. Students will be 

able to define the concepts of ethos, pathos, logos, offer strong examples of each, and recognize when and 

how to incorporate each of these rhetorical points into their own writing. 

 By the end of the semester, students will understand the difference between analysis and argument. 

Furthermore, students will come to understand how those goals accomplished in English 131 will be 

important to their success in English 132. 

 By the end of the semester, students will understand the importance of grammatical and mechanical 

correctness. As such, students will be able to develop essays that are relatively free of stigmatized errors. 

 By the end of the semester, students will be introduced to the concept of academic plagiarism. Through 

this introduction, students will come to understand the idea of academic honest, intellectual property, and 

be introduced into MLA guidelines. This will include being versed in certain learning outcomes 

concerning Information Literacy. 

 

These course objectives meet the following Texas Exemplary Educational Objectives (EEOs): 

Communication EEO 1:  To understand and demonstrate writing and speaking processes through 

invention, organization, drafting, revision, editing, and presentation. 

Communication EEO 2:  To understand the importance of specifying audience and purpose and to select 

appropriate communication choices. 

Communication EEO 3:  To understand and appropriately apply modes of expression, i.e., descriptive, 

expositive, narrative, scientific, and self-expressive, in written, visual, and oral communication. 

Communication EEO 4:  To participate effectively in groups with emphasis on listening, critical and 

reflective thinking, and responding. 

Communication EEO 5:  To understand and apply basic principles of critical thinking, problem solving, 

and technical proficiency in the development of exposition and argument. 

Communication EEO 6:  To develop the ability to research and write a documented paper and/or give an 

oral presentation. 
 
Required Texts and Materials: 

Ballenger, Bruce. The Curious Writer (Brief Edition) Third edition. Pearson/Longman, New York: 2011. 

Harris, Muriel. Prentice Hall Reference Guide: Eighth Edition. Prentice Hall, Upper Saddle, NJ: 

2011. 

*A spiral notebook for your journal entries.* 

There will also be various handouts distributed by the instructor at certain times. These are just as important as the 

textbooks you will purchase. DO NOT LOSE THEM. 

 
 
 
 
Grades: 



 

Grading Weights: 

 

 Essay 1: Personal Narrative (3-4 Pages) 15% 

 

 Essay 2: Ethnographic (3-4 Pages) 15% 

 

 Essay 3: Image/Rhetorical Analysis (3-4 Pages) 15% 

 

 Essay 4: Persuasive (4-5 Pages) 25% 

 

 Daily (Journal, In-Class Participation): 5%  

 

            Daily Quizzes:  15%  

 

  Final Exam (Timed Writing) 10% 
 

Scale: 

 

90-100: A. Student meets and exceeds the expectations for the assignment. Their writing demonstrates an 

understanding of all the key concepts needed to effectively complete the piece of writing. The paper has few, if 

any, grammatical and syntactical errors. I think “I’d like to use this as an example next semester.” Roughly 10-

12% of students will make A’s. 

 

80-89: B. The student meets the expectations for the assignment. Their writing demonstrates an understanding of 

most of the key concepts needed to effectively complete the piece of writing. The student has a few (2-3 repeated) 

grammatical errors and other problems. I think “Very good job. If you revise, you can get an A.” Roughly 16-20% 

of students make B’s. 

 

70-79: C. The student meets the expectations for the assignment. Their writing demonstrates an average 

understanding of most of the key concepts; however, there may be one or two that they have a problem with. The 

paper has several (4-8 repeated) grammatical errors. I think “The student missed some points, but the paper is 

acceptable.” Roughly 20-25% of students will make C’s. 

 

60-69: D. The student does not meet at least one expectation for the assignment. Their writing demonstrates little 

understanding of key concepts, and they may ignore parts of the assignment entirely. The paper has quite a few 

(8-15 repeated) grammatical errors. I think “What went wrong? This student should revise the paper.” Roughly 8-

10% of students will make D’s. 

 

0-59: F. The student does not meet most of the expectations for the assignment. Their writing demonstrates no 

understanding of key concepts taught in class. They are missing pages or have plagiarized. Their writing is almost 

incomprehensible because of many (15+ repeated) grammatical errors. I think “Has this student been in class? If 

they continue this, they will fail the course.” Roughly, 5% of students will make F’s. 

 

Additional Scale: 

A – Superior composition, content, style, and mechanics; demonstrates thoughtfulness and originality, 

clear and comprehensive topic development, and vividly concrete details and examples. Mechanically 

pristine with only the smallest grammatical defects. 



B – Very good composition, content, style, and mechanics; demonstrates logical thought, adequate topic 

development, supporting details, and meaningful examples. Slight problems may be present in one or 

two areas, but the paper shows strength in others. The paper is not heavily impacted by grammatical 

errors. 

C – Acceptable content, but style, organization and/or mechanics are uneven and need revision, OR the 

composition may lack thoughtfulness and consideration of the subject matter as evidenced by inadequate 

topic development and lack of concrete details, OR the writer’s credibility is damaged by multiple 

grammatical and mechanical errors. 

D – This grade represents below average, unsatisfactory work. This paper (whether through lack of 

effort, revision, editing, or some other reason) is not clear or focused on the assignment given, OR the 

purpose and meaning of the paper is severely obscured by numerous grammatical and mechanical errors. 

F – The student turned something in but did not do the assignment provided. 
 

Length Requirements: 

 

All major assignments will have a length requirement. If you fail to meet this requirement, I will deduct 20 points 

per page (for example if you turn in two pages and the minimum length is four pages you will start of with only 

60% before I have even begun to grade your paper). If the requirement is a minimum of four pages then to meet 

this expectation the paper must roll all the way over to the fifth page. If your paper fails to roll over to the next 

page it will be considered a page short of the requirement. 

  

Course Policies/Things to Remember: 

 This syllabus is a contract for the class and it will be adhered to. It’s a great idea to keep it in a 

safe place and refer to it periodically. If the class schedule is changed an updated syllabus will be 

distributed. 

 I require regular attendance from my students. Therefore, if you have more than five unexcused 

absences you automatically fail this course. 

 Plagiarism is not tolerated. Students caught plagiarizing will fail the course and are subject to 

being reported to the academic dean. Plagiarism is directly copying, paraphrasing or rephrasing 

another author’s ideas without giving credit to the original authors. A purchased essay is 

plagiarism. An essay written in part or whole by anyone other than you is plagiarism. If you 

aren’t sure, ask me. 

 I require that work be turned in on time. If something is going to prevent you from getting a 

paper to me by the due date, the time to tell me about it is before the paper is due. Papers will be 

accepted late at the loss of a letter grade per session. 

 Have a cell phone? Please turn it off before you come in. If you are caught texting you will be 

politely asked to leave. 

 Readings must be kept up. You are required to own or have exclusive access to the textbooks for 

the duration of the class.  

 Assignments should be double-spaced with a 12-point font, and 1-inch margins. 

 Essay requirements are non-negotiable. 

 It’s important that you keep up with your journal entries. Completing them as scheduled allows 

you to build the skills you need to write successful essays.  

 For one of your papers we will meet together one on one and discuss your writing strategies and 

revise your first draft together. All individual or group conferences scheduled with me are 

mandatory. Conferences afford an opportunity for you to receive personalized attention on your 



writing and should greatly benefit you. Absence from a conference will count as missing a 

regularly scheduled week of classes.  

Revision will be an important part of class because it is an important part of the writing process. You are 

required to revise one essay (excluding the last), for a maximum of a full letter grade improvement. 

Revisions must include significant modifications that go beyond my suggestions on the original paper, 

and the original paper must be turned in with the resubmission. In order to do this, you must meet 

certain requirements: 

 You must have an essay to revise (no skipping an essay and then “revising” it). 

 You must contact me about wanting to revise and get the revision back to me one week after I’ve 

passed out the initial grade. 

 To get full credit, you must return to me a well developed revision, not the same paper with 

grammar corrections and word changes. We will go into the idea of revision and there will be 

several handouts. To do well on your revision, apply these handouts to your work. 
 

Academic Integrity: I take cheating and plagiarism absolutely seriously. Documented proof of cheating or 

plagiarism will result in a failing grade (of zero) on the assignment, AND a failing grade in the course. You 

will not be permitted to rewrite the assignment; you will not be given a second chance. According to 

university and department policy, I must also report the cheating to the dean of your college. In part, the following 

is taken from the University Policy and Procedures Manual (online), Section A-9.1 of Academic Affairs: 

Academic dishonesty includes both cheating and plagiarism. Cheating includes but is not limited to (1) 

using or attempting to use unauthorized materials to aid in achieving a better grade on a component of a 

class; (2) the falsification or invention of any information, including citations, on an assigned exercise; 

and/or (3) helping or attempting to help another in an act of cheating or plagiarism. Plagiarism is 

presenting the words or ideas of another person as if they were your own. Examples of plagiarism are (1) 

submitting an assignment as if it were one’s own work when, in fact, it is at least partly the work of 

another; (2) submitting a work that has been purchased or otherwise obtained from an Internet source or 

another source; and (3) incorporating the words or ideas of an author into one’s paper without giving the 

author due credit. 

 

E-mail: The best way to contact me is via E-mail. Generally, I respond the same day unless you ask a question 

that requires me to look something up. If you want to e-mail me, please include the course name and number and 

your name in the subject line. Also, the University enforces spam filters and the best way to get around those is to 

e-mail me using your university-given e-mail address. That being said please do not ever e-mail me an 

assignment. Typically, I can not even open them. If you are absent and wish to know what you have missed then 

contact your assigned in class buddy and get that information from them. 

 

Phones and Other Electronic Gadgetry: If you have a cell phone or other gadget, please turn it off during class. 

If I find you using one I will ask you to leave. 

 

Class Conduct: Students are encouraged to participate during class. However, participation not only includes 

asking questions and generally being a part of the discussion, it also includes being polite and respectful to the 

people in your class, myself included. If I consider your behavior to be offensive, I will give you a warning. If the 

behavior continues, I will remove you from class. 

 
Statement Regarding Students with Disabilities: 
 
“In accordance with University policy, students with disabilities who need accommodations are expected to 

initiate a meeting with the professor immediately upon registering with Disability Services to discuss how 



accommodations included on the Special Accommodation Request form will be provided. Students with 

disabilities who may have special needs and have not requested services should seek assistance through Disability 

Services.” 
 

ALL OF THESE STATEMENTS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE AT THE INSTRUCTOR’S 

BEHEST. 
 

Unit One: Personal Narrative Essay 

 

Day 1: Review of Syllabus/Introduction to the course/Student Specializations/ Essay on Crappy First 

Drafts/Discuss potential writing issues/ First Essay Assignment/Homework: Read Chapter One 

 

Day 2: Cover Chapter One and do various journals/Homework Read Chapter Two and Three 

 

Day 3: Cover Chapter Two and do various journals/Homework read Chapter Three 

 

Day 4: Read a student essay from last semester/Discuss Chapter Three 

 

Day 5: Peer Review. In order to get credit completed essay meets page length and is in MLA format for 

the 10% credit/All or Nothing) 

 

Unit Two: Ethnographic Essay 

 

Day 6: The first essay must be submitted through Turnitin (D2L) before class begins. If it is improperly 

submitted you lose 10% for each day it is late (including the weekend)/divide the class into 

groups/Second Essay Assignment 

 

Day 7:  Read Pitches for Ethnographic essays group by group and discuss/ Are Bronies Changing the 

Idea of Masculinity? video and discussion/compare to Juggaloos/ Prezi demonstration 

 

Day 8:  Read a student essay from last semester and discuss/discuss essay issues in general/ The first set 

of groups presents their Prezis 

 

Day 9: The other groups presents their Prezis 
 

Day 10: Essay 2 (Hardcopy) is due before the start of class/Group and Self Analysis/ Essay 3 

Assignment/Homework read Chapter 4 

 

Unit Three: Reviews 

 

Day 11: Discuss Chapter 4/ In journal write one paragraph pitch for third essay/present pitch in class/ Assign 

students to bring reviews to class 

 

Day 12:  Discuss the 4 reviews 

 

Day 13: Peer Review 

 

Unit Four: Persuasive Essay 



 

 

Day 14: The third Essay must be submitted through Turnitin (D2L) before class begins. If it is improperly  

 

submitted you lose 10% for each day it is late (including the weekend)/ Students read the third essay aloud in 

class/give out assignment for Essay 4 

 

Day 15: Last of students read essay aloud in class/Discuss Classical Argument Style/Homework Chapter 6 

Writing an Argument 

  

Day 16: Discuss Chapter 6 

 

Day 17: Peer Review 

 

Day 18: Watch documentary and take notes for rhetorical analysis on final exam 

 

Day 19:  4
th
 essay is due/finish watching documentary  

 

must be turned in by Day 19 

 

FINAL EXAM  

 

 


