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English 132.501: Research and Argument
Summer 2014

 
 
 

Instructor:  Ms. Jillian DeFore              
                                                                                                 
Department:  English
 

Office:    Virtual Classroom in D2L  
   Liberal Arts North 243

                                                                                                 
Phone:  468-2025
                                                                                                 
             468-2101 (Eng. Dept.)
 
                                                                                                   

Email:  Use the email function in D2L.  If that doesn’t work, email me at
deforejilli@sfasu.edu

 
Class meeting time and location: Online

 
                                                                                                          

 
**  Note on phone calls and physical office location:  I will not typically be in a physical on-campus office near a
phone, as I teach exclusively online. Because of that, your communication to me should be conducted through the
D2L course (email and chat).

 

 
 

Office hours (ALL online):  

 

Monday                                 

8:00 AM- 10:00 AM
 
  
 
To contact me, click the chat icon in D2L. 
 

  
Required materials:
 
Graff, Gerald and Cathy Birkenstein.  They Say / I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic

Writing With Readings.  2nd ed. NY:  W.W. Norton & Co., 2012.  ISBN:  978-0-393-91275-
3.

mailto:deforejilli@sfasu.edu
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Behrens, Laurence and Leonard J. Rosen.  What it Takes:  Writing in College.  NY: 
Pearson/Longman, 2009.  ISBN:  0-205-64787-1
 

Regular access to and ability to use D2L
 
Any collegiate dictionary
 

 
 
The official description for this course:
 

Research and Argument (ENG 1302) - Continued study and application of the writing

process and the skills of writing with a focus on the forms of argumentative writing and on
research methods, such as gathering, evaluating, summarizing, synthesizing, and citing
source information. Prerequisite: C in English 131. Must earn a C or higher to be admitted
to any English 200 level course.

 
 
More specific course description:
 

English 132 is a required course for every student in the university.  Communication through writing
is a necessity no matter what field of work you plan to pursue (not to mention the importance of
good writing skills in order to pass your classes and graduate).  This course was established to
help you refine your writing, research, and critical thinking skills.  The following course goals for
English 132, as ordained by the Department of English and Philosophy, can be found on the
University’s website.

 
 

 
General Education Core Curriculum Objectives/Outcomes for English 132:
 
ENG 132 learning outcomes are the goals that students must meet in the first semester of the two-
semester Freshman Composition core curriculum requirement.  The learning outcomes for ENG
132 are as follows:

 

Ability to apply and independently use all phases of the writing process, including invention, drafting,
revising and editing, and producing and presenting formal essays and other non-fiction prose
genres.

 

Ability to identify the elements of the rhetorical situation inherent in the arguments and research of
others, including the purpose of the speaker, the needs of the audience(s), and the content and the
context of the argument or research itself.
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Ability to analyze the rhetorical fallacies related to the different types of rhetorical appeals (ethos,
pathos, logos) in a given text or work.

 

Ability to identify, judge, and manage the rhetorical situations of their own compositions, including
their own constraints as speakers, the needs of their audience(s), the most effective rhetorical
appeals for their arguments, and the contextual limitations and opportunities impacting their work. 

 

Ability to work effectively in teams on projects involving critical-thinking and problem-solving and
to collaborate and report on solutions.

 

Skill and increased sophistication in explaining and developing topics at the paragraph and
sentence level; the goal is continued improvement in writing complete, unified, clear, and coherent
paragraphs composed of grammatically correct sentences.

 

Ability to independently apply critical thinking, composition, and document design skills
to arguments and other persuasive genres of writing across a range of disciplines.

 

The ability to conceive, write, and present a research-based argument and/or academic inquiry
related to their own interests and academic goals, using both primary and secondary sources.

 
 

 
 

Student Learning Outcomes for Eng 132
 
Upon successful completion of ENG 132, you (the student) must attain the following outcomes:
 

A self-regulated and proactive writing process that allows you to adapt effectively to the
requirements and constraints of each assignment.

 

Ability to analyze multi-layered and comparative rhetorical situations, to apply appropriate rhetorical
appeals, and to recognize potential fallacies and weaknesses in your own arguments, as well as in
those of other authors.
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Ability to discern, compare, contrast, and organize the ideas of multiple
authors/sources and synthesize them into accurate and thoughtful written analyses.

 

Increased sophistication in developing and arranging topics at the paragraph and sentence level
into logical coherent prose with appropriate emphasis and detail.

 
 

Continued improvement in applying the rules, grammar, and mechanics of standard written
English through careful revision and proofreading.

 

Proficiency in the research process, including the planning and design of research methods; the
location, evaluation, and selection of sources; and the recording of bibliographic information, notes,
and research data.

 

Ability to organize and write a research-based argument and/or academic inquiry that states your
own original claim and supports it by integrating your own analysis with evidence from both primary
and secondary sources.

 

Mastery of standard MLA rules and practices.  This includes:
1) perfect page formatting 
2) integration of a variety sources (print, web, single/multi-author, journal articles, books,
interviews etc.) in a variety of forms (in-text quote, block quote, paraphrase, graphs, images etc.) 
3) a properly formatted works cited page showing a variety of sources

 

Ability to use visual analysis and design to support your own arguments and research.

 

Ability to use research to support your own original ideas without committing acts of plagiarism
(intentional or unintentional).

 
These outcomes are consistent with the Texas Exemplary Educational Outcomes for
Communications in regards to English 132: Research and Argument.
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Course Policies:
 
Navigating the Course You are expected to be able to navigate the online course.  This
means reading through the modules, submitting assignments in the proper location, taking part in
any assigned discussions, using the email function to communicate with your peers and your
instructor and so on.  This course is an online course, so all work will be completed and submitted
online via D2L (not printed and handed in or emailed).

 
Attendance (loosely speaking) Since this is an online course, YOU ARE EXPECTED TO HAVE

A RELIABLE AND ACCESSABLE INTERNET CONNECTION.  Inability to complete tasks
because you have no connection at home is not an acceptable excuse for missing class work. 
Always have a back-up plan for when technology fails.
 
 

Technical Difficulties If you are having technical difficulties that prevent you from completing a

task, please find a way to let me know ASAP (email my SFA address, if necessary).  If the problem
persists longer than one week, you should consider alternative resources or dropping the course. 

If you are unable to log on to D2L, just send me an email at jilliandefore@gmail.com (adhere to
“Email” policy as far as a subject line and content). For more information, see “Getting Technical
Support” under the “Resources” folder.

 
 
Assignment Difficulties  If you do not understand an assignment or other instructions, or if

you have questions or are having difficulties with the reading or writing assignments, the right time
to ask questions is before said assignments are due.  Write a concise and easy-to-answer

email after you’ve reread the prompts for the assignment.

 
 
Email Correspondence relating to this course must be directed through the email function

on D2L.  Since this is a writing class, if you’re emailing me, try to write decently and to concisely tell
me the things I need to know.  Please allow me 24 workday hours to respond.

 
 
Late Work The only type of work I will accept late is a major assignment.  These assignments

will be due on the assigned due date.  Submitting an assignment after the due time will reduce your
grade by 10 points per day.  I will not accept any assignments more than one week late, nor will I
accept any assignments after deadweek (the final week of classes: the week before final exams).
 

 
Requesting an Extension You may request an extension for a major assignment IF you have

a sound excuse to do so.  If you have reason to request an extension, you must put that reason in
writing and provide me with a specific day on which you will turn in your assignment (within one
week of the original due date).  You should submit this previous to the assignment due date. 
Otherwise, your assignment is late.
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Assignment Submissions Rough drafts and final drafts are due on the assigned due date. 

Submit your final drafts through the assigned module.
 
 

Acceptable File Types To ensure D2L/TurnItIn will accept your files, you will need to use specific

file types in this course – Microsoft Word files (with a .doc or .docx extension), Rich Text files (with
an .rtf extension) or PDF files.
 

 

Correct Files You are responsible for making sure you submit the correct file.  If you submit the

wrong file (for example, you resubmit essay one instead of submitting essay two), you will lose ten
points per day every day until you submit the correct file.  If I do not open your file for a week, and
then I see that you submitted the wrong file, you will still receive a point deduction. 
 
Basically, just be sure to submit the CORRECT file in an acceptable file type.

 
 
Revision Policy The guidelines for revisions are as follows:

You will be allowed to revise any one essay after you receive your final grade on that essay. This is
not meant to be a final draft and the final draft a rough draft, so please do not treat the final draft as
if it were not important.

You can earn up to 10 extra points.

If you choose to revise, you must include a reflective essay of at least one page.  This should
discuss where you were lacking in your paper and what you did to improve.

 “Revisions” of small problems (such as typos, grammatical mishaps, etc.) will only give you a
minimal higher grade (at best).  To do this and ONLY this is to waste your time and mine, so I may
actually end up taking points off instead of adding them on.  DO NOT merely go through your
essay and change only the grammatical errors that I have pointed out – that is editing, and NOT
revision.  Please remember the difference between editing and revision.

Revisions of major problems (thesis, support, adding in transitions, reorganizing your essay
structure, elaboration of analysis, etc.) will garner you a maximum higher grade.

 
Revisions will be due no later than dead week.

 
 
 
Course Requirements/Assignments:
You will have a variety of assignments in this course.  All writing assignments must be typed.  All
assignments will be graded for proper format, soundness of content, attention to rhetorical context,
resourcefulness, grammar, and mechanics.
 



7/14/2014 View Content - ENG-132-501 - Research & Argument - Stephen F. Austin State University

https://d2l.sfasu.edu/d2l/lms/content/viewer/main_frame.d2l?tId=1027182&ou=73473 7/9

These assignments are meant to introduce you to a wide range of possible writing, presenting,
collaborating and researching tasks you may be asked to perform in other courses and in the
workplace. 
 
All assignments must be completed in the order in which they are given.  Also, you must complete
all of the class assignments in order to pass this course.  All work should be completely

original.
 
 
Course Grading:
Student Introduction                                                                  10

 
Major Assignments                                                                 500

Essay 1: Rhetorical Analysis                  100
Essay 2: Synthesis                                100
Essay 3: Proposal                                   25
Essay 3: Annotated Bib                          75
Essay 4: Researched Argument             200

(pages 1-3= 100 pts, pages 4+ = 100 pts)
 

Drafts and Critiques_____________________________100

(A draft and at least two peer critiques for each assignment)
 

Total   610

 

A         549+

B         488-549

C         427-488
D         366-427

F          0-366

 

No grades will be bumped up.
 
All major assignments will be graded according to rubrics that help define the various aspects of
each assignment (i.e. style, content, grammar, etc.).  You will be familiarized with the rubrics before
each assignment is due.
 
 

Statement on Plagiarism and Cheating:
The SFASU Handbook (pg 18) states:

Academic dishonesty includes both cheating and plagiarism.  Cheating includes but is not
limited to 1) using or attempting to use unauthorized materials to aid in achieving a better
grade on a component of a class; 2) the falsification or invention of any information, including
citations, on an assigned exercise; and/or 3) helping or attempting to help another in an act
of cheating or plagiarism.  Plagiarism is presenting the words or ideas of another person as
if they were your own.  Examples of plagiarism are 1) submitting an assignment as if it were
one’s own work when, in fact, it is at least partly the work of another; 2) submitting a work that
has been purchased or otherwise obtained from an Internet source or another source; and 3)

http://www.sfasu.edu/studentaffairs/documents/Student_handbook(2).pdf
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incorporating the words or ideas of an author into one’s paper without giving the author due
credit.

 
Note: The SFASU Plagiarism Policy covers collusion; therefore, each individual is completely
accountable for the contents of his/her submitted papers.  If the individual receives any form of
assistance on any assignment, he/she has the responsibility to verify and correctly cite any and all
source material not originating from the individual.
 
 
Any student caught plagiarizing will receive an automatic “0" on the corresponding assignment and
he/she will be reported to the academic dean.  Cases I believe were completely unintentional will
be granted some leniency.  However, at this point in your education, the possibility of
“unintentional” plagiarism should be unlikely.  This will be determined by me on a case by case
basis. 
 

 
 
Withheld Grades Semester Grades Policy (A-54 – SFA mandatory inclusion):
Ordinarily, at the discretion of the instructor of record and with the approval of the academic
chair/director, a grade of WH will be assigned only if the student cannot complete the course work
because of unavoidable circumstances. Students must complete the work within one calendar year
from the end of the semester in which they receive a WH, or the grade automatically becomes an
F. If students register for the same course in future terms the WH will automatically become an F
and will be counted as a repeated course for the purpose of computing the grade point average.
 
Please read the complete policy at http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/semester_grds.asp.

 
 
 
Students with Disabilities:
To obtain disability related accommodations, alternate formats and/or auxiliary aids, students with
disabilities must contact the Office of the Disability Services (ODS) in room 325 of the  Human
Services Building or by phone at 468-3004 / 468-1004 (TDD) as early as possible in the
semester.  Once verified, ODS will notify the course instructor and outline the accommodation
and/or auxiliary aids to be provided.  Failure to request services in a timely manner may delay your
accommodation.  For additional information, go to http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/.
 

 
 
FERPA Waivers (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act)
According to the SFASU website:

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) (20 U.S.C. § 1232g; 34 CFR Part
99) is a Federal law that protects the privacy of student education records. The law applies
to all schools that receive funds under an applicable program of the U.S. Department of
Education.
FERPA gives parents certain rights with respect to their children's education records.

http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/semester_grds.asp
http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/
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These rights transfer to the student when he or she reaches the age of 18 or attends a
school beyond the high school level. Students to whom the rights have transferred are
"eligible students."

Please read the complete policy
at http://www.sfasu.edu/controller/businessoffice/parents/ferpa.asp.
I require a 24-hour weekday notice before meeting with anyone representing a student.  This
meeting must be scheduled via email, and a FERPA waiver must be processed before I will
schedule an appointment.  Furthermore, I will check identification to make sure any party involved
is who he/she claims to be. 

If questions concerning a student’s grades or behavior are posed via email instead of face-to-face,
I may take up to 48-hours to check the status of a FERPA waiver, to consult the student in question,
and then to respond to the email.
 
 

Acceptable Student Behavior:
Classroom behavior should not interfere with the instructor’s ability to conduct the class or the
ability of other students to learn from the instructional program (see the Student Conduct Code,
policy D-34.1). Unacceptable or disruptive behavior will not be tolerated. Students who disrupt

the learning environment may be asked to leave class and may be subject to judicial, academic or
other penalties. This prohibition applies to all instructional forums, including electronic, classroom,
labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. The instructor shall have full discretion over what behavior
is appropriate/inappropriate in the classroom. Students who do not attend class regularly or who
perform poorly on class projects/exams may be referred to the Early Alert Program.  This program
provides students with recommendations for resources or other assistance that is available to help
SFA students succeed.
 

http://www.sfasu.edu/controller/businessoffice/parents/ferpa.asp

