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STEPHEN F. AUSTIN STATE UNIVERSITY  

Arthur Temple College of Forestry and Agriculture 
P. O. Box 6109 SFA Station   ●   Nacogdoches, TX 75962-6109 
Phone (936) 468-3301 ●   Fax (936) 468-2489 

FOR 310-201 and 310-202: Field Silviculture, Summer II 2014 

Course Details 
Instructors: 

Dr. Brian Oswald Dr. Jeremy Stovall 
boswald@sfasu.edu  stovalljp@sfasu.edu  
(936) 468-2275 (office) (936) 468-2127 (office) 
(936) 645-7990 (cell)  http://forestry.sfasu.edu/faculty/jstovall/silviculture/  

 
Office hours for the first week of field station will be whenever you can find us.  Please do not knock if 
the lights are off in our rooms. 
 
Class Times:   Sunday evening, June 22 – Friday, June 27 when you submit all written assignments 
Class Location:  We’ll meet each morning in the PWCC classroom, and will visit field sites each day. 

Course Description 
FOR 310: Field Silviculture - One semester hour. Study of regeneration techniques, thinning and 
intermediate cultural operations. Required field trips. Prerequisite: FOR 111, 152, 205, 209, 219, 240, 
251, and GIS 224. Students must have an overall grade point average of 2.0 at the end of the fall 
semester prior to attending field station. Course fee required. Summer only at forestry field station. 

Program Learning Outcomes 
Forestry 310 is a forestry core course required of all forestry majors and thus competency is required.  A 
minimum grade of a “C” must be attained or the course will have to be repeated.  The course is 
designed to address the following Program Learning Outcomes, per the BSF Program Matrix: 

1. Demonstrate understanding and competency of forest ecology and biology; 
2. Demonstrate understanding and competency in the measurement of forest resources; 
3. Demonstrate understanding and competency in managing forest resources; 
4. Demonstrate understanding and competency of forest resource policy, economics, and administration. 
5. Demonstrate understanding and competency in oral and written communication skills. 

*Items #1 - #4 above are required by the Society of American Foresters, the program’s accrediting agency. 
 *This is not a General Education Core Course 

B.S. Forestry Program Learning Outcomes: Proficiency Levels 

 
Course 

PLO 1 
Forest Ecology & 

Biology 

PLO 2 
Forest 

Resource 
Measurement 

PLO 3 
Forest Resource 

Management 

PLO 4 
Forest Resource Policy, 

Economics, Administration 

PLO 5 
Oral & Written 

Communication 
Skills 

FOR 310 A I I I I 

A – Advanced – course supports Program Learning Outcome by providing students with transitional, high level topic-specific information, 
activities, and opportunities that enable the students to apply their critical thinking and tactical skills to resolved increasingly challenging 
strategic situations. 
I – Intermediate – course supports Program Learning Outcome by providing students with topic-specific information, concepts, applications, 
and lab activities that increase the students’ skills in making tactical implementation decisions relative to the expected outcomes. 
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Student Learning Outcomes 
Upon the completion of this course, successful students will be able to: 

1. Demonstrate an understanding of stand dynamics, including concepts of stand structure, function, 

establishment, growth, composition, health, and quality (PLO 1, 2).   

2. Describe forest stands in terms of structure and function (PLO 1, 2). 

3. Relate current and future stand structural conditions to management actions required to meet 

landowner objectives (PLO 1, 2, 3, 4). 

4. Explain the ecological underpinnings and technical considerations for common establishment, 

intermediate, and regeneration treatments that comprise silvicultural systems (PLO 1, 2, 3, 4). 

5. Communicate technical material clearly to a variety of audiences using correct terminology (PLO 5). 

Text and Materials 
 No new textbooks are required.  You should have already re-read and reviewed your Forestry 

209 Ecology text and notes and your Forestry 219 Dendrology text and notes.   

 A hard hat (per college policy). 

 Appropriate clothing and boots for the field. 

 A clip board for taking notes in the field. 

 A calculator. 
 
Take care not to lose or damage any equipment checked out to your crew.  You will pay for lost or 
damaged items.  The most important item to bring with you each day is an alert and attentive mind 
coupled with a positive attitude.  We will have several guest lecturers in the field; it is expected that you 
give these people your undivided attention and respect.  It is easy to remember those that do well at 
field station and those that don't do well and use this as the basis for future career 
recommendations/job references. 

Course Requirements 
One written stand description is required for each stand assigned by the instructors.  A template will be 
provided.  A memo on the management of a stand for red-cockaded woodpeckers including fuel loading 
data is another major assignment.  Several dendrology quizzes and minor quizzes or other assignments 
will be given.  Although each of these will have a relatively low value, in combination, they will 
constitute an important part of your grade.  All written assignments will be due on the final day of class, 
unless otherwise indicated by the instructors. 

Grading Policy 
Grades may be curved upward, but will not be curved downward.  Professionals are expected to meet 
scheduled deadlines.  We will not accept assignments that are not turned in on time.  
 

Item Percentage 

Stand Descriptions 40% 
RCW & Fuel Memo 25% 
Dendro Quizzes 20% 
Equipment Description 5% 
Herbicide Prescription 5% 
Mine Quiz 5% 

COURSE GRADE 100% 

  

Percent Grade Letter Grade 

>89.44% A 
79.45 – 89.44% B 
69.45 – 79.44% C 
59.45 – 69.44% D 

<59.45% F 
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University guidelines, as outlined in the Student Handbook, will be strictly adhered to with regard to 
cheating and plagiarism.  In addition, the profession of forestry cannot embrace those that do not live by 
and adhere to the Society of American Foresters' Code of Ethics.  Please review the SAF Code of Ethics.  
Do your own work.  There is an alarming trend developing among students who feel that it is okay for 
one person to type a table or figure, then let someone else copy it from a stored file and then make 
minor changes to the title, etc.  We will treat any occurrence of this as cheating and you will receive a 
grade of “F”.  If you are unsure, ask. 

Attendance Policy 
Class will begin each morning promptly at 7:30 AM, and each evening at 6:45 PM unless otherwise 
stated.   Be there ready to leave the classroom without having to go back to your room to pick up your 
lunch, clipboards, hard hats, etc.  You are expected to be prompt in attending all lectures and meetings.  
You are expected to board and exit the vans promptly at each stop. You are expected to keep up with 
the group when visiting stands.  You are expected to act professionally whenever we have lectures in 
the field; this applies when either Dr. Oswald or Dr. Stovall are speaking and applies if we have a guest 
lecturer. 

Class Safety and Conduct Policy 
Hardhats will be worn at all times that anyone is underneath tree-cover.  Appropriate clothing, including 
pants and boots, is required for class.  IF YOU ARE INAPPROPRIATELY DRESSED YOU WILL NOT LEAVE 
THE PWCC AND WILL RECEIVE A ZERO FOR THAT DAY’S ASSIGNMENTS (see attendance policy above).  
It is at the discretion of the instructor what appropriate dress for the field is.  Please do not wear 
sandals, tennis-shoes, sneakers, crocs, flip-flops, slippers, etc.  You may also require a jacket or rain gear 
and should always have plenty of drinking water with you.  Make sure that you fill your water containers 
prior to departure each morning.  We will go to the field regardless of weather conditions so come to 
class appropriately dressed.  Inappropriate use of wireless communication devices including radios 
provided for safety will be dealt with harshly, including potential negative impacts to your grade. 

Academic Integrity (A-9.1) 
Academic integrity is a responsibility of all university faculty and students. Faculty members promote 
academic integrity in multiple ways including instruction on the components of academic honesty, as 
well as abiding by university policy on penalties for cheating and plagiarism.  Definition of Academic 
Dishonesty:  Academic dishonesty includes both cheating and plagiarism. Cheating includes but is not 
limited to (1) using or attempting to use unauthorized materials to aid in achieving a better grade on a 
component of a class; (2) the falsification or invention of any information, including citations, on an 
assigned exercise; and/or (3) helping or attempting to help another in an act of cheating or plagiarism. 
Plagiarism is presenting the words or ideas of another person as if they were your own. Examples of 
plagiarism are (1) submitting an assignment as if it were one's own work when, in fact, it is at least partly 
the work of another; (2) submitting a work that has been purchased or otherwise obtained from an 
Internet source or another source; and (3) incorporating the words or ideas of an author into one's 
paper without giving the author due credit.  Please read the complete policy at 
http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic_integrity.asp 

Withheld Grades Semester Grades Policy (A-54): 
Ordinarily, at the discretion of the instructor of record and with the approval of the academic 
chair/director, a grade of WH will be assigned only if the student cannot complete the course work 
because of unavoidable circumstances. Students must complete the work within one calendar year from 
the end of the semester in which they receive a WH, or the grade automatically becomes an F. If 

http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic_integrity.asp
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students register for the same course in future terms the WH will automatically become an F and will be 
counted as a repeated course for the purpose of computing the grade point average.  

Students with Disabilities 
To obtain disability related accommodations, alternate formats and/or auxiliary aids, students with 
disabilities must contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS), Human Services Building, and Room 325, 
468-3004 / 468-1004 (TDD) as early as possible in the semester.  Once verified, ODS will notify the 
course instructor and outline the accommodation and/or auxiliary aids to be provided.  Failure to 
request services in a timely manner may delay your accommodations. For additional information, go to 
http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/ 

Responsible Use of Technology 
It is expected that all students will only use cell phones, PDAs, laptop computers, MP3 players and other 
technology outside of class time or when appropriate in class. Answering a cell phone, texting, listening 
to music or using a laptop computer for matters unrelated to the course may be grounds for dismissal 
from class or other penalties. 

Acceptable Student Behavior 
Classroom (defined as wherever instructional activities are occurring) behavior should not interfere with 
the instructor’s ability to conduct the class or the ability of other students to learn from the instructional 
program (see the Student Conduct Code, policy D-34.1). Unacceptable or disruptive behavior will not be 
tolerated. Students who disrupt the learning environment may be asked to leave class and may be 
subject to judicial, academic or other penalties. This prohibition applies to all instructional forums, 
including electronic, classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. The instructor shall have full 
discretion over what behavior is appropriate/inappropriate in the classroom. Students who do not 
attend class regularly or who perform poorly on class projects/exams may be referred to the Early Alert 
Program.  This program provides students with recommendations for resources or other assistance that 
is available to help SFA students succeed. 

  

http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/
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Tentative Schedule 
Sunday, June 22 There will be a meeting after supper to go over the syllabus/agenda for the first 

week and review the rules you must adhere to for the duration of the six weeks of 
field station. 

Monday, June 23 EARLY DEPARTURE: 6:45 AM 

We will examine a number of Eucalyptus plantations in the Beaumont area, and will 
hopefully have time to see a large cypress tree in an old-growth cypress-tupelo 
swamp at Forest Lake on the way back.  Patrick Jernigan and others of MWV will be 
our hosts for most of the day.  Be prepared to complete stand descriptions and 
dendro quizzes. 

Evening Lecture at 6:45 PM 

Tuesday, June 24 FIRST DAYS STAND DESCRIPTIONS ARE DUE BY 7:30AM. 

We will evaluate stands in Angelina National Forest (Zavalla/Boykin Springs area), 
with particular emphasis on the silviculture of longleaf pine, fuel loading, and 
management for red-cockaded woodpeckers.  Pole classification will be conducted.  
Be prepared to complete stand descriptions and dendro quizzes. 

Evening Lecture at 6:45 PM 

Wednesday, June 25 Reclaimed lignite coal strip mines will be examined.  As part of reclamation, 
Luminant has planted pine or hardwood plantations for timber and wildlife land 
uses, respectively.  We will also tour a silvopasture research and demonstration site 
near Carthage.  Phil Grimes and others of Luminant will be our hosts for most of the 
day. 

Evening Lecture at 6:45 PM, be prepared for a quiz on the mine tour 

Thursday, June 26 We will evaluate stands near Milam with an emphasis on old-growth forest 
structure, stand dynamics, and cove hardwoods.  Bottomland hardwood stand 
evaluation and Baker-Broadfoot Site Classification will be conducted in the Pisgah 
area in the afternoon.  Be prepared to complete stand descriptions and dendro 
quizzes. 

Evening Lecture at 6:45 PM 

Friday, June 27 RCW & FUEL LOADING MEMO IS DUE BY 7:30 AM. 

We will spend the day examining intensive silviculture, including mechanical site 
preparation on intensively managed corporate lands. John Hamilton and others of 
The Campbell Group will be our hosts for most of the day. Several short 
prescriptions and quizzes may be given. 

ALL WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS ARE DUE BY 5:00 PM. 

 


