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INTRODUCTION TO POLITICAL SCIENCE 
DR. DONALD M. GOOCH 

Stephen F. Austin State University 

Department of Government 

SUMMER II 
 

 

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 

Name:  Donald M. Gooch 

E-mail:   goochdm.sfasu@gmail.com 

Alt E-mail:   goochdm@sfasu.edu 

Office:  Vera Dugas Liberal Arts North 111 

Office Phone:  936-468-2098 

Office Hours:  By appointment 

Web Address:   www.donaldgooch.com 

Blog:   www.poliscipundit.com 

 

 

COURSE INFORMATION 

 

Course:  Sources/Methods in POLS 

 

Course # &  Section:   

 

POLS 303 - 090 

 

Prerequisites:  None 

 

Semester Credit Hours:  3 

 
 

Course Description:  Introduction to Political Science - Introduction to the discipline of 

political science, emphasizing political ideas, concepts, institutions and methods of 

analysis. Required of all political science majors. Prerequisites: PSC 141 and 142. 

 

Class Meeting D&T:   MTWTH 12:30pm – 2:25pm    Room:  Ferguson 377 

 

REQUIRED TEXTS 

 

Pollock, Phillip H.  The Essentials of Political Analysis | Edition: 4.   2011.   Washington,  

D.C.:  C.Q. Press. 

 

Pollock, Phillip H.  STATA Companion to  Political Analysis | Edition: 2.   2010.    

Washington, D.C.:  C.Q. Press. 

 

 

mailto:goochdm.sfasu@gmail.com
mailto:goochdm@sfasu.edu
http://www.donaldgooch.com/
http://www.poliscipundit.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Normal_distribution_pdf.png
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Baglione, Lisa A.  Writing a Research Paper in Political Science: A Practical Guide to  

Inquiry, Structure, and Methods | Edition: 2. 2011.  Washington, D.C.:  C.Q. Press.     

 

RECOMMENDED TEXTS 

 

Long, J. Scott.  The Workflow of Data Analysis Using STATA.   2009.   College Station,  

TX:  STATA Press. 

 

REQUIRED SUPPLEMENTS 

 

STATA V12:  http://www.stata.com/order/new/edu/gradplans/student-pricing/ 

 

You are required to obtain a copy of STATA, a program for statistical computing, to install 

on your home computer (see STATA site for system requirements).  In order to obtain the 

student version of STATA, you will need to submit a copy of your student ID to 

service@stata.com  or fax it to 979-696-4601 before your order can be processed.  The six-

month license will be sufficient for the purposes of this class.    

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

 

This course is an introduction to the systematic analysis of political phenomena.  It 

examines the meaning of “explanation” and “causal reasoning,” and research strategies 

designed to make valid causal inferences.  The course reviews experimental design, 

measurement, quantitative and qualitative research methods, hypothesis formulation and 

testing, and the display of information.  Instruction includes drilling in statistical 

techniques, hands-on instruction in statistical computing, and substantive examples from 

several fields of political science (primarily American politics and international relations as 

well as comparative politics and public policy) to provide real-world context for the 

methodological concepts.  The goal of the course is to prepare political science students for 

the more analytical upper-level political science courses, to improve their research skills, to 

provide tools for future research in political science, and to instill the ability to make valid 

causal statements about political events and behaviors.   

 

Students will acquire skills useful for more advanced courses as well as for successful 

careers in and out of the field of political science.   

 

This is a writing intensive course.  Effective writing is encouraged through several writing 

assignments that require you to think clearly and express your thoughts concisely.  Eschew 

obfuscation!   

 

Lab Work will be a key component of your success in this class as well as your grade.  

Social science is an applied discipline, thus it is essential to acquire the knowledge and 

skills necessary for research design and implementation.  This course will set you on the 

path to those skills. 

 

http://www.stata.com/order/new/edu/gradplans/student-pricing/
mailto:service@stata.com
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EVALUATION 

 

1. EXAMS:  There will be a midterm and a final.  These will be partly multiple-choice 

but will also include short answers and/or essays.  Exams will be held in class.  

 

2. DATA PROJECT:  The entire class will be part of a data project - developing, 

entering, and producing data to test a specific set of research hypotheses regarding 

political phenomena.  The three papers for the class will constitute a complete 

research report on this data project. 

 

3. PAPERS:  There will be three short (approximately four to six pages) papers, each 

to be revised and resubmitted, and each building on the previous work such that the 

final product is a complete research paper based on the data project.  The three 

papers will constitute a literature review, a research design, and a results report 

respectively.  For each of the three papers, a student makes an initial submission, 

receives comments on the paper, and submits a subsequent and final revision.  

Papers will be submitted to the instructor in class (consult style guidelines).    

 

4. ASSIGNMENTS:  There will be exercises for you to complete on the concepts and 

applications covered in the course.  This will include assignments using STATA for 

statistical computing.  These will also include assignments advancing the data 

project such as data entry, data validation cross-checks, and structuring the data set.      

 

5. ATTENDANCE:  You are expected to attend the lectures, do the readings, and to 

participate in the exercises in the lab-portion of the course.   

 

As this is a writing intensive course, writing assignments account for a substantial 

component of the course grade.  Moreover, the writing assignments are intended to be 

vehicles for learning the material covered in the course.  Each student will be working on 

the same research topic, and this research topic will serve as the theme for all writing 

assignments.  Each of the three short papers will be submitted twice.   After your initial 

submission, your paper will be returned to you with comments regarding content and style.  

You must then rethink and revise your original paper (not merely correcting grammatical 

and stylistic errors).  Your final grade will be assigned following the subsequent and final 

revision.  Due dates for first and second versions of the papers will be set later in the 

course.  You must return your first version to receive a grade on the second version.   

 

Students will work as a class on the same set of research questions, and over the course of 

the term students will develop, enter, and validate the data that they will use to evaluate the 

research question.  The first paper is a review of the relevant literature for the research 

project.  The purpose of the paper is to synthesize arguments and findings within the 

literature on the research topic and place the current research project on this subject within 

the paradigm of the previous literature.  The second paper is the research design, data, and 

methods sections of the research report.  Students will identify and justify their research 

design and state specific hypotheses to test, discuss the data and measures they are using to 

test the research hypotheses, and the methods they will use to test the hypotheses against 

the data.  The second paper requires students to address measurement, conceptualization, 
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and operationalization issues with the study of political phenomena.  The second paper also 

requires students to consider certain types of methodological approaches frequently used in 

political science and to evaluate how appropriate the methods are for given contexts.  The 

third paper requires students to create and evaluate a quantitative data presentation (figures, 

tables, or statistics) in order to communicate the findings of the research analysis effectively 

to the public.  Students analyze the data they have collected, entered, validated, and 

structured using methods the students have learned to employ in class.  Students will 

present their statistical analysis, address the merits and drawbacks of their analysis, and 

relate the outcome of the research hypothesis testing.  Further information on specific 

writing assignments will be given in class and labs and are available on D2L.   

 

GRADING POLICY 

Final course grades are computed from all required work as follows 

Two Exams 15% each  30% total 

Three Writing Assignments 15% each 45% total 

Labs & Weekly Exercises --- 15% total 

Attendance --- 10% total 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION / INSTRUCTIONS 

 

STATA is a program for statistical analysis in the computing environment.  Learning its use 

will involve learning some basic computer commands, error-mining, and interpretation of 

statistical output.   

 
EXAM POLICIES: 

o Make-up exams are given only under the most extreme circumstances (e.g., a serious 
illness or a death in the family). 

o If you are unable to take the exam at the scheduled time, then you must notify 
your instructor ahead of time and must provide written documentation to 
substantiate your absence. 

o Failure to inform your instructor of an absence prior to the exam or failure to 
provide adequate documentation will result in a score of zero points (0) on the 
exam. 

o The instructor determines what constitutes adequate documentation; the 
instructor may request multiple documents to substantiate the absence. 

o During exams, cell phones and other electronic devices must be turned off and 
stored away 

 

PARTICIPATION 
Students are expected to come to class prepared to engage in a critical evaluation of the 
topics of the day.  At a minimum, participation entails preparation for class by 
completing the assigned readings before the start of class on the day that the reading is 
scheduled.  It includes participation in meetings for the data project and fulfilling your 
job on the project on time.  You will be accepted to complete class assignments and 
actively participate in the learning components of course.  STATA instruction is NOT 
optional.  Additionally, students should be prepared to contribute voluntarily to class 
discussion.   
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ATTENDANCE 
 Students are expected to attend class.  A strong correlation exists between 

attendance and student performance in the course. Thus, attendance is required 
for this course. Moreover, regular attendance makes a clear and distinct 
statement about personal responsibility; habits developed during a student’s 
career at SFA carry over to the post-university world of employment.  .  This is 
an applied course which will continually build on established concept – missing 
class may seriously impede your ability to secure a passing grade in this course. 

 During each class session, a sign-in sheet will be passed around.  Each student 

is expected to sign for herself/himself only.  Students who sign the attendance 

sheet for another student will have ten (10) points reduced from their final 

grade total for the course for each infraction of this policy.  Multiple incidents 

will result in an academic honesty case submitted to the Dean’s office. 

 For this course, students may miss class up to two (2) times without penalty. After 

the third absence, the student’s final grade will be reduced by a percentage point 

for every additional absence. For this policy, no distinctions exist for “excused” 

and “unexcused” absences; all absences are treated the same. A student does 

NOT need to inform the instructor of why the student missed a particular class. 

 Furthermore, class begins promptly at the time scheduled. Students are expected 

to be present for the entire class period. Late arrivals and early departures are not 

tolerated. Tardiness is distracting to fellow students in the class. If either late 

arrivals or early departures become a problem during the semester, the instructor 

may circulate two attendance sheets, one at the beginning of class and one at the 

end. Students who do not sign both sheets are considered absent for the day. 

 Students should demonstrate common courtesy for their fellow students by 

turning off their cell phones before class begins.  Students who receive and 

answer cell phone calls during class will be asked to leave the class.  

Mocking of student’s ring tone is left to the discretion of the instructor. 
 
ACADEMIC HONESTY: 
The following is taken from SFASU’s Policy Manual (2011), section on “Academic 
Integrity” (A-9) 
“Academic integrity is a responsibility of all university faculty and students. Faculty members 

promote academic integrity in multiple ways including instruction on the components of academic 

honesty, as well as abiding by university policy on penalties for cheating and plagiarism.” 

 
Definition of Academic Dishonesty:  Academic dishonesty includes both cheating and 

plagiarism. Cheating includes but is not limited to (1) using or attempting to use 

unauthorized materials to aid in achieving a better grade on a component of a class; (2) 

the falsification or invention of any information, including citations, on an assigned 

exercise; and/or (3) helping or attempting to help another in an act of cheating or 

plagiarism. Plagiarism is presenting the words or ideas of another person as if they were 

your own. Examples of plagiarism are (1) submitting an assignment as if it were one's 

own work when, in fact, it is at least partly the work of another; (2) submitting a work 

that has been purchased or otherwise obtained from an Internet source or another 

source; and (3) incorporating the words or ideas of an author into one's paper without 

giving the author due credit. 
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Please read the complete policy at  http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic_integrity.asp. 
All cases of academic dishonesty will be handled according to University policies and 
procedures 
(A-9.1).  The consequences for academic dishonesty may range from a score of zero (0) 
on the assignment to an “F” for the course.  For details, students should refer to the SFA 
Policy Manual (2011) or the University’s General Bulletin, 2011 – 2012 section entitled 
“Academic Integrity” and other sources of University policy. 

 
WITHHELD GRADES 
SFASU’s Policy Manual (2011), “Semester Grades Policy” (A-54) states: 
 
At the discretion of the instructor of record and with the approval of the academic 
chair/director, a grade of WH will be assigned only if the student cannot complete the 
course work because of unavoidable circumstances. Students must complete the work 
within one calendar year from the end of the semester in which they receive a WH, or 
the grade automatically becomes an F. If students register for the same course in future 
semesters, the WH will automatically become an F and will be counted as a repeated 
course for the purpose of computing the grade point average. 

 
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 
To obtain disability related accommodations, alternate formats and/or auxiliary aids, 
students with disabilities must contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS), Human 
Services Building, and Room 325, 468-3004 / 468-1004 (TDD) as early as possible in 
the semester.  Once verified, ODS will notify the course instructor and outline the 
accommodation and/or auxiliary aids to be provided.  Failure to request services in a 
timely manner may delay your accommodations. 

For additional information, go to  
http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/. 

 

ACCEPTABLE STUDENT BEHAVIOR 
Classroom behavior should not interfere with the instructor’s ability to conduct the class 
or the ability of other students to learn from the instructional program (see the Student 
Conduct Code, policy D-34.1). Unacceptable or disruptive behavior will not be tolerated. 
Students who disrupt the learning environment may be asked to leave class and may be 
subject to judicial, academic or other penalties.  
 
This prohibition applies to all instructional forums, including electronic, classroom, labs, 
discussion groups, field trips, etc. The instructor shall have full discretion over what 
behavior is appropriate / inappropriate in the classroom. Students who do not attend class 
regularly or who perform poorly on class projects/exams may be referred to the Early 
Alert Program.  This program provides students with recommendations for resources or 
other assistance that is available to help SFA students succeed. 
 

 

http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic_integrity.asp
http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/
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SCHEDULE OF 

 

 ACTIVITES 

 ASSIGNMENTS 

 EXAMINATIONS 

 

 

 

 

Readings refer to chapters or sections in the Pollock books.  “EPA” is the abbreviation 

for the main text, while “SCPA” is the abbreviation for the STATA companion.  “B” 

refers to the Baliogne book on writing research papers.  All readings on the following list 

should be completed by the first class date shown.  This is a preliminary schedule and 

may be adjusted based on the individual classes’ progress. 

 

 

WEEK 1 

CLASS TOPIC | ASSIGNMENTS READINGS 

MONDAY 

 Introduction to Political Science 

 Introduction to the Data Project 

 The Research Process 

 Definition & Measurement of Concepts 

 Introduction to STATA 

 

EPA – Intro 

EPA – CH:1 

SCPA – CH:1 

TUESDAY 

 Measuring Variables 

 Describing Variables 

 Descriptive Statistics 

 Transforming Variables 

 

EPA – CH:2 

SCPA – CH:2-3 

 

WEDNESDAY 

 Proposing Explanations 

 Framing Hypotheses 

 Finding a Research Question 

 Data Structure Assignment 

 

EPA – CH:3 

SCPA – CH:4 

B – CH:1-2 

 

THURSDAY 

 Making Comparisons 

 Graphing Comparisons 

 Citation & Bibliography 

 Literature Reading Assignment 

 

EPA – CH:3 

SCPA – CH:4 

B – CH:3-4 

WEEK 2 

CLASS TOPIC | ASSIGNMENTS READINGS 

MONDAY 

 Controlled Comparisons 

 Graphing Controlled Comparisons 

 Literature Reviews 

 Data Project Literature Review 

 

EPA – CH:4 

SCPA – CH:4 

B – CH:4 
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TUESDAY 

 Research Design 

 Experimental vs. Non-experimental 

 X & Y + Z 

 Matching Design with Question 

- Paper 1:  lit review first draft due 

 

EPA – CH:4 

SCPA – CH:5 

B – CH:7 

WEDNESDAY 

 Sampling 

 Inference 

 The thesis, model, and hypothesis 

 Data Entry Assignment 

 

EPA – CH: 2 

SCPA – CH:6 

B – CH:5 

 

THURSDAY 

 Population Parameters & Sample Stats 

 Random Sampling 

 The Standard Error – Sample Mean 

 Inferences a/b Sample Means 

- Paper 1:  lit review final draft due 

 

EPA – CH:5 

SCPA – CH:6 

 

WEEK 3 

CLASS TOPIC | ASSIGNMENTS READINGS 

MONDAY 

 Inference Using the Normal Distribution 

 Inference Using the T-Distribution 

 Sample Proportions 

 MIDTERM REVIEW 

 

EPA – CH:5 

SCPA – CH:6 

B – CH:6 

 

TUESDAY 
 MIDTERM 

- Paper 2:  research design first draft due 

 

 

WEDNESDAY 

 Statistical Significance 

 Data Validation Assignment 

 Data Project Meeting 

 

EPA – CH:7 

SCPA – CH:6 

THURSDAY 
 Measures of Association  

- Paper 2:  research design final draft due 

 

EPA – CH:7 

SCPA – CH:7 

WEEK 4 

CLASS TOPIC | ASSIGNMENTS READINGS 

MONDAY 

 Correlation 

 Evaluating the Argument:  Quantitative 

 Data Project – Data Set Finalized 

 

EPA – CH:8 

SCPA – CH:8 

B – CH:8 

TUESDAY 
 Bivariate Linear Regression 

 Evaluating the Argument:  Qualitative 

 

EPA – CH:8 

SCPA – CH:8 

B – CH:8 

WEDNESDAY  R-SQUARE 
EPA – CH:8 

SCPA – CH:8 

THURSDAY 
 Dummy Variable Regression 

- Paper 3:  analysis first draft due 

EPA – CH:8 

SCPA – CH:9 

WEEK 5 

CLASS TOPIC | ASSIGNMENTS READINGS 

MONDAY 
 Logistic Regression 

 Significance & Limitations of Findings 

 

EPA – CH:9 

SCPA – CH:10 

B – CH:9 
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TUESDAY 

 Finding the Best Fit:  MLE 

 Significance & Limitations of Findings 

 Final Data Project Meeting 

 

EPA – CH:9 

SCPA – CH:10 

B – CH:9 

WEDNESDAY  Multivariate Logistic Regression 
EPA – CH:9 

SCPA – CH:10 

THURSDAY 
 Working with Probabilities 

 Presentation of Findings 

- Paper 3:  analysis final draft due 

EPA – CH:9 

SCPA – CH:11 

FRIDAY  FINAL EXAM 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THIS IS A PRELIMINARY SCHEDULE ONLY.  THE INSTRUCTOR RESERVES 
THE RIGHT TO MAKE CHANGES TO THIS SCHEDULE AS NEEDED. 


