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ART 280.002 
Art Appreciation Syllabus 

Stephen F. Austin State University 
 

Fall 2015 – Tuesday & Thursday 12:30 – 1:45pm - Art Bldg. Room 106 
Instructor: Dr. Cala Coats 

Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday 10-11am & by Appointment 
Office: 123R Art Building 

Email: coatsc@sfasu.edu or through D2L 
*I will try to respond to emails within 24 hours on weekdays. 

 
I. Course Description: ART 280 Art Appreciation (3 Credit Hours) 
This course is approved for non-majors.  This course introduces a variety of medial, 
perspectives, and modes of critical engagement with visual art, focusing primarily on art 
from the West.  The course includes lectures, course readings with weekly assessment, in-
class participatory activities, as well as individual and collaborative projects. The course will 
deal with some of the traditional elements and design principles of two and three 
dimensional art works to understand how avant-garde, conceptual, and performance art 
since the turn of the 20th century employ a different set of principles. Active participation in 
this course is critical, as the course is about the art of social participation.   
 
II. Required Textbook: Barrett, T. (2011). Making Art: Form and Meaning. New York, NY: 
McGraw Hill. ISBN: 978-0-07-252178-8 
 
III. Student Learning Outcomes: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
• Investigate the social, cultural, and material conditions from which individual art 

styles and movements emerge. 
• Evaluate form and meaning in visual art objects. 
• Communicate written and oral critiques of art works. 
• Demonstrate the ability to analyze and discuss significant works of art, as seen in 

world cultures, as forms of cultural and creative expression. 
• Demonstrate his/her understanding of art concepts and terminology, and his/her 

ability to analyze and discuss both the formal structure and iconography of works of 
art.  

• Demonstrate a knowledge and appreciation of cultural diversity as seen in the artistic 
heritage of world cultures, and be able to explain the ways in which artistic 
production expresses the culture and values of its time and place. 
 

This is a general education core curriculum course and no specific program learning 
outcomes for this major are addressed in this course. 
 
General Education Core Curriculum 
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This course has been selected to be part of Stephen F. Austin State University’s core 
curriculum.  The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board has identified six objectives 
for all core courses:  Critical Thinking Skills, Communication Skills, Empirical and 
Quantitative Skills, Teamwork, Personal Responsibility, and Social Responsibility.  SFA is 
committed to the improvement of its general education core curriculum by regular 
assessment of student performance on these six objectives. 
 
Assessment of these objectives at SFA will be based on student work from all core 
curriculum courses.  This student work will be collected in D2L through LiveText, the 
assessment management system selected by SFA to collect student work for core 
assessment.  LiveText accounts will be provided to all students enrolled in core courses 
through the university technology fee.  You will be required to register your LiveText 
account, and you will be notified how to register your account through your SFA e-mail 
account.  If you forward your SFA e-mail to another account and do not receive an e-mail 
concerning LiveText registration, please be sure to check your junk mail folder and your 
spam filter for these e-mails.  If you have questions about LiveText call Ext. 1267 or e-mail 
SFALiveText@sfasu.edu. 
 
The chart below indicates the core objectives addressed by this course, the assignment(s) 
that will be used to assess the objectives in this course and uploaded to LiveText this 
semester, and the date the assignment(s) should be uploaded to LiveText.  Not every 
assignment will be collected for assessment every semester.  Your instructor will notify you 
which assignment(s) must be submitted for assessment in LiveText this semester. 
 

Core	  Objective	   Definition	   Course	  Assignment	  Title	   Date	  Due	  in	  LiveText	  

Critical	  Thinking	  Skills	   To	  include	  creative	  thinking,	  
innovation,	  inquiry,	  and	  analysis,	  
evaluation	  and	  synthesis	  of	  
information.	  

Evaluating	  Art	   	  

Communication	  Skills	   To	  include	  effective	  
development,	  interpretation	  and	  
expression	  of	  ideas	  though	  
written,	  oral,	  and	  visual	  
communication.	  

Evaluating	  Art	   	  

Teamwork	   To	  include	  the	  ability	  to	  consider	  
different	  points	  of	  view	  and	  to	  
work	  effectively	  with	  others	  to	  
support	  a	  shared	  purpose	  or	  goal.	  

Comparing	  and	  Contrasting	  
Artworks	  –	  Group	  Research	  Project	  

	  

Social	  Responsibility	   To	  include	  intercultural	  
competence,	  knowledge	  of	  civic	  
responsibility,	  and	  the	  ability	  to	  
engage	  effectively	  in	  regional,	  
national,	  and	  global	  communities.	  

Art	  Speaks	   	  

  
 
 
III. COURSE REQUIREMENTS and ASSIGNMENTS. 
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The following is a general description of the planned course requirements. Like all plans, they can be revised 

and may be revised to better facilitate student learning and the particular needs and interests of the students 

enrolled.  

Therefore, the instructor reserves the option to make any changes in course requirements, schedule, 

dates of quizzes, or due dates of assignments. This policy allows the instructor to be flexible, accommodate 

for unexpected events and do a better job teaching and meeting individual student needs.  

 (20%)Reading Quizzes and Short Answer Assignments 
  There will be multiple choice quizzes on readings and art education content as well as written 
 assignments required over the course of the semester.   
 

(35%) In-class Participation Projects art-making Projects 

Art activities/projects combining student exploration and artistic production.  These projects will be assigned 

in class and may be submitted in person, via D2L or e-mail, based on specific assignment instructions. 

 (45%) Research Projects   

Reading will be assignment from online resources posted online.  Students will also read teacher created 

handouts, take part in independent online research, and view PowerPoint presentations.   

 
Grade Scale  
A 100–90 
B 89–80  
C 79–70  
D 69–60 

 

**Bonus Points for specific art event visits assignments TBA in class. 

 
Course Evaluations: 
Near the conclusion of each semester, students in the School of Art electronically evaluate 
courses taken within the COFA. As you evaluate this course, please be thoughtful, thorough, 
and accurate in completing the evaluation.  Please know that the COFA faculty is 
committed to excellence in teaching and continued improvement. Therefore, your response 
is critical! 
 
In the School of Art, the course evaluation process has been simplified and is completed 
electronically through MySFA.  Although the instructor will be able to view the names of 
students who complete the survey, all ratings and comments are confidential and 
anonymous, and will not be available to the instructor until after final grades are posted.  
 
IV. Student Ethics and Other Policy Information: 
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Participation:  Students are expected to participate in all course activities. Class 
participation is critical to this course. Students must read all assignments and be prepared to 
participate in all discussions and class activities. 
 
Attendance:  Attendance is mandatory at all class meetings. A total of three (3) absences 
will be allowed without penalty, although in-class assignments are not accepted late.  After 
the third absence, each absence will drop your total grade for the course by one full letter. 
For example, four (4) absences will drop an “A” to a “B” and five (5) absences will drop an 
“A” to a “C”, etc. Arriving late, leaving early, or disappearing for long stretches of time will 
count as one-third of an unexcused absence for each occurrence. 
Please make sure that you are checking deadlines and notifications daily on D2L.  Please let 
me know if you are planning to be unavailable for any part of this course.   
 
Any artworks or writing assignments (that are NOT in-class activities) will be docked 1 
letter grade for each day late.  These add up very quickly. 
 
Students with Disabilities 
To obtain disability related accommodations, alternate formats and/or auxiliary aids, 
students with disabilities must contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS), Human 
Services Building, and Room 325, 468-3004/468-1004 (TDD) as early as possible in the 
semester.  Once verified, ODS will notify the course instructor and outline the 
accommodation and/or auxiliary aids to be provided.  Failure to request services in a timely 
manner may delay your accommodations.  For additional information, go to 
http://www.sfasu.edu/disabiltiyservices/. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Please copy and paste the following information regarding Academic Integrity into your syllabus.  In 
addition, you may include your won guidelines for academic integrity as appropriate. 
Academic integrity is a responsibility of all university faculty and students.  Faculty members 
promote academic integrity in multiple ways including instruction on the components of 
academic honesty, as well as abiding by university polity on penalties for cheating and 
plagiarism. 
 
Definition of Academic Dishonesty 
Academic dishonesty includes both cheating and plagiarism.  Cheating includes but is not 
limited to (1) using or attempting to use unauthorized materials to aid in achieving a better 
grade on a component of a class; (2) the falsification or invention of any information, 
including citations, on an assigned exercise; and/or (3) helping or attempting to help another 
in an act of cheating or plagiarism.  Plagiarism is presenting the words or ideas of another 
person as if they were your own.  Examples of plagiarism are (1) submitting an assignment 
as if it were one’s own work that has been purchased or otherwise obtained from an Internet 
source or another source; and (3) incorporating the words or ideas of an author into one’s 
paper without giving the author due credit. 
Please read the complete policy at http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic_integrity.asp 
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Withheld Grades Semester Grades Policy (A-54) 
Ordinarily, at the discretion of the instructor of record and with the approval of the academic 
chair/director, a grade of WH will be assigned only if the student cannot complete the 
course work because of unavoidable circumstances.  Students must complete the work 
within one calendar year from the end of the semester in which they receive a WH, or the 
grade automatically becomes and F.  If students register for the same course in future terms 
the WH will automatically become an F and will be counted as a repeated course for the 
purpose of computing the grade point average.   

 
Course Technology Requirements:  
I highly suggest that you have a digital camera for this course.  Most cell phone cameras are 
fine. 
You also need access to Microsoft Word and Adobe Reader.  Plan to check D2L daily for 
this course and submit most assignments via D2L. 
Submission of Digital images, computer requirements and supported browsers, downloads 
and other services please log onto the D2L website and refer to the section D2L Student 
Support & Tutorials OR you may call D2L support at 936-468-1919 for assistance. 
 
 
**The instructor reserves the right to modify the provisions of this syllabus to meet the 
needs of the class at any time during the semester.** 
  
 


