
ART 317-001 DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY 
Stephen F. Austin State University, Fall 2015 
 
Instructor : 
Elaine Bezold 
bezold@sfasu.edu 
 
Class Meets: 
  
MW: 8:00- 10:40 am 
Art 131 
Aug. 31st-Dec 18th, 2015 
 

    

Office Hours: 
MON&WED: 2:00-4:00 pm 
TU&THU: 11:00 am- 1:00 pm 
 
Or  by appointment.  
 
 
Course Overview 

This is an introduction to digital photography and printing. We will cover the basics of shooting with a 

DSLR camera, using editing and printing software, and also basic lighting techniques. Lectures will cover 

the work of contemporary photographers who use digital processes, and any other historical 

photographers relevant to specific discussions. There will be an emphasis on final print quality, the ability 

to think and speak critically about your work, and speak about the work of others. The course is designed 

to make students comfortable with the basics of Adobe editing and Epson printing/scanning software.  

Course Materials 

NOTEBOOK (Please, take a lot of notes.) 

DSLR camera 

Tripod 

External hard drive  

Digital card reader 

Inkjet paper 

Sketchbook/notebook for artist journal 



TBA-Bookmaking tools 

Resources 

B&H- www.bhphoto.com 

Amazon Prime- www.amazon.com (enter that you are a student for Prime trial) 

KEH- www.kehcamera.com 

Red River Paper- http://www.redrivercatalog.com/ 

Assessment & Grading Criteria 

You will be assessed in each class on your progress in technical accomplishments and participation in 

lectures, discussions, assignments, and critiques. Your grade will be based on attendance, class 

participation, and the quality of the effort you put into completing all assignments. Class attendance is 

required. More than two unexcused absences will result in failure. Arriving late or leaving early three times 

will count as 1 absence. Feel free to contact me with any issues that may arise. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class Schedule 

http://www.kehcamera.com/


August 31 

-Course overview: How will you be graded? What will we cover? What materials are required? What are 

optional additional materials or resources 

-Overview of digital facilities and tools 

- What to bring next class, what kind of cameras can work 

-Artist Journals 

For next class: Acquire (or check out) a DSLR camera with full manual function, RAW capability, and at 

least a 10 megapixel sensor. 

September 2 

- Basic run-through of camera function and the best settings for you 

- Lecture 

- Go over and assign natural light project 

For next class: Shoot (at least) 50 pictures and bring your camera, card, and reader to class. Listen to the 

“Framing the Story” episode (from June 7, 2013) of the TED podcast and be ready to discuss it briefly in 

class. Have 9 entries total in your artist journals by next class to turn in for grading.  

http://www.npr.org/2013/05/23/186301332/framing-the-story 

September 7 

LABOR DAY 

 

September 9 

We will start with a discussion surrounding the podcast of “Framing the Story” and your thoughts about 

how pieces of it might relate to photography. After discussion, we will cover how to load images from your 

card to your external hard drive and then go over beginning editing in Bridge and I’ll make time to speak to 

each of you individually. Artist Journals due with 9 artists. 

For next class: Shoot 50 more images for natural light assignment 

 

September 14 



- Lecture on editing and printing 

- Rest of the class period to work on editing and print 

For next class: 10 final prints for critique 

September 16 

Critique- Natural Light 

September 21 

- Lecture on contemporary documentary photography 

- Watch “The Mother Project” 

- Artist journals with new entries due, at least 18 artists 

For next week: Shoot (at least) 50 pictures to edit next class.  

September 23 

-Work and problem-solving day 

For next class: Bring a problem print to get help.  

September 28 

- Lecture 

- Rest of class to work 

For next week: Read the first chapter of The Sound and the Fury by William Faulkner and have a small 

response written for discussion. 

September 30 

- Watch Shelby Lee Adams Doc. 

-Short lecture 

-Discussion of ethics and point of view in photography 

October 5 

Critique- Documentary 

For next class: Artist journals with next entries due. Find an art photobook that you think relates to the 

documentary genre (any time period) and bring it to class. 



October 7 

Discussion of the photobooks brought to class and lecture: Who are the artists? When did they make 

work? How does it function differently in book format? We will then have a lecture covering how 

photography can describe someone else’s experience and discuss the ethical and moral repercussions of 

conveying “the truth” or fiction in pictures.  Where does satire come in? How can you make your own 

book? 

-Turn in Artist Journals (30) 

For next week: Shoot (at least) 50 images 

October 12 

Lecture: Websites, design, blogging, and other forms of getting your portfolio noticed 

For next week: Create a blog with some new work  

October 14 

Work day and problem solving in printing and lighting. Print for entire period with intermittent discussion of 

common issues within the class and how to solve them.  

For next week: Bring 3-5 problem prints and more digital images to work with. 

October 19 

- Individual meetings  

For next class: Artist Journals due (39) 

…. 

This is a rough pattern of the way things will go, I will hand out updates as the semester progresses. 

 

Final review:  

Critique of 10 of your best prints from the semester, 

 or ten prints that you feel make a cohesive group. What did you feel was your most successful image? 

What connects the pictures? Is it thematic or aesthetic? How could they improve? What did you feel was 

your least successful image and how would fix it? Are the images functioning well technically and 

conceptually? How can you use principles from this class in other ways? 



 

 

Disabilities  

To obtain disability related accommodations, alternate formats and/or auxiliary aids, students with 

disabilities must contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS), Human Services Building, and Room 325, 

468-3004 / 468-1004 (TDD) as early as possible in the semester.  Once verified, ODS will notify the course 

instructor and outline the accommodation and/or auxiliary aids to be provided.  Failure to request services 

in a timely manner may delay your accommodations. 

 

 

Homework Policy 

It is important to stay on track with this class because we’ll be covering  

material that builds on the previous week’s class, so keep a steady workflow. If you miss a class, refer to 

that week’s assignment in the syllabus or send me an email to see what you missed. 

 
 
 
Artist Journals 

Each of you will make a notebook dedicated to artists and photographers that currently interest you in some 

way. Every week you should add three names and images from the artists. Regular printerprints are fine, do 

use color if the photographs are in color though. Every three weeks you will turn in the journals to me and I 

will check that you have 9 new entries. This is meant to help you build a working knowledge of photohistory 

and current work to apply in critiques and when you shoot. At the end of the semester you should have at 

least 39 entries, but you are welcome to include as many names as you like. This journal counts as part of 

your participation in class.  

 


