
SFA School of Art 

PROFESSIONAL PRACTICES ART 492.001 Spring 2015

Instructor: Gary Parker Course Time & Location: TT 2:00-4:40 Office: AS130 Office Hours: T 1:00 Office Phone: 
468-1758 Credits: Three Other Contact Information: Box 13001 SFA Email: gparker@sfasu.edu 

Prerequisites: None 

L. Course Description: (brief paragraph)

 This course addresses the practical side of professional art practice and should prepare students for the transition from 
university to the outside art world. It will also serve to prepare those students planning to mount a BFA exhibition this 
semester. Students will learn to present their artwork, write CV’s and artists statements, research venues, funding, exhibition 
opportunities, contractual considerations, matting, framing, shipping, documentation, studio development, etc. Other subjects 
will arise during the course of discussion and students are encouraged to contribute issues not mentioned. There will be 
assigned reading to augment discussion. 

II. Intended Learning Outcomes/Goals/Objectives (Program/Student Learning Outcomes):

 A. Program Learning Outcomes:

 SFA School of Art PLOs for the BA Art History BA, Art Studio, BFA: Art Studio, and BFA Art 
Education K-12 Certification: 

1. Undergraduate students will demonstrate proficiency in studio foundation courses, which will prepare 
them for advanced coursework in their chosen field.

2. Undergraduate students will exhibit proficiency in the application of technical and problem solving skills 
appropriate to their designated concentration, as well as developing individual creativity: Art Education, Art 
History and Art Studio (Advertising Design, Art Metal/Jewelry, Ceramics, Cinematography, Digital Media, 
Drawing, Painting, Photography, Printmaking, Sculpture). 

3. Undergraduate students will compare their progress against models of excellence in the visual arts, 
which are provided through high quality extracurricular and extramural art activities. Undergraduate students 
will design and implement art activities for the larger art community appropriate to their designated field.

4. Undergraduate students will design and implement art activities for the larger art community appropriate 
to their designated field. 

B. Student Learning Outcomes:

 1. Student will demonstrate competency in the following: 
a. development of professional cirriculum vitae and artist statement. 
b. various methods of documentation of their work. 
c. matting, framing and proper presentation of their work. 
d. crating and shipping issues. 
e. the business of art. 
f. gallery representation. 
g. exhibition venues. 
h. researching arts organizations, venues and resources. 
i. Mounting the BFA exhibition. 

IV. Evaluation and Assessments (Grading):
 Grading will depend on many factors. I am looking for quality of work, participation in class discussions, selling me on 

your attitude. One indicator of attitude is gallery attendance. These are all necessary to promote yourself. A large percentage 
of success in the art world comes from the perception that you are passionate, dedicated and committed to quality. Therefore, I 
will try to keep you informed of your progress on an individual basis. Keep in mind that attendance is very important. Tests 
might be necessary. 



V. Tentative Course Outline/Calendar:
 Why Make Art? How do I get a studio? (Where and how to get it done) Statements and CV’s Documentation (photo, 
digital, video, etc.) Getting the work out there (Types of exhibition possibilities) Validation Matting and framing Crating and 
shipping Art business (Money) Employment Education Resources Organizations Internet YOUR Exhibition FIELD TRIP 
(Houston galleries, alternative spaces, arts orgs., etc.) 

VI. Readings (Required and recommended—including texts, websites, articles, 
etc.): Art Guide Texas

 R. Cohen, UT Press, 2004 Art in America Guide to Museums, Galleries and Artists, 2010 

VII. Course Evaluations:

 “Near the conclusion of each semester, students in the School of Art electronically evaluate courses taken within the 
COFA. As you evaluate this course, please be thoughtful, thorough, and accurate in completing the evaluation. Please know 
that the COFA faculty is committed to excellence in teaching and continued improvement. Therefore, your response is 
critical! 

In the School of Art, the course evaluation process has been simplified and is completed electronically through MySFA. 
Although the instructor will be able to view the names of students who complete the survey, all ratings and 
comments are confidential and anonymous, and will not be available to the instructor until after final grades are 
posted. 

VIII. Student Ethics and Other Policy Information: 

Attendance: Class attendance is very important. Many issues will be addressed through lecture, class discussion and 
hands on experience. I do not enjoy repeating myself-class starts at 8:00 AM. If you miss a class, you are responsible for 
the material. You are allowed three unexcused absences. Documentation is necessary for an excused absence. 
Overcuts will affect your grade. Attend gallery events! It shows your interest. 

Students with Disabilities 

To obtain disability related accommodations, alternate formats and/or auxiliary aids, students with disabilities must 
contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS), Human Services Building, and Room 325, 468-3004/468-1004 (TDD) as 
early as possible in the semester. Once verified, ODS will notify the course instructor and outline the accommodation 
and/or auxiliary aids to be provided. Failure to request services in a timely manner may delay your accommodations. For 
additional information, go to http://www.sfasu.edu/disabiltiyservices/. 

Academic Integrity 

Academic integrity is a responsibility of all university faculty and students. Faculty members promote academic integrity in        
multiple ways including instruction on the components of academic honesty, as well as abiding by university polity on 
penalt for cheating and plagiarism. 

Definition of Academic Dishonesty Academic dishonesty includes both cheating and plagiarism. Cheating includes but is 
not limited to (1) using or attempting to use unauthorized materials to aid in achieving a better grade on a component of a 
class; (2) the falsification or invention of any information, including citations, on an assigned exercise; and/or (3) helping 
or attempting to help another in an act of cheating or plagiarism. Plagiarism is presenting the words or ideas of another 
person as if they were your own. Examples of plagiarism are (1) submitting an assignment as if it were one’s own work 
that has been purchased or otherwise obtained from an Internet source or another source; and (3) incorporating the 
words or ideas of an author into one’s paper without giving the author due credit. 

Please read the complete policy at http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic_integrity.asp 
Withheld Grades Semester Grades Policy (A-54) 
. 

Ordinarily, at the discretion of the instructor of record and with the approval of the academic chair/director, a grade of WH will 
be assigned only if the student cannot complete the course work because of unavoidable circumstances. Students must 
complete the work within one calendar year from the end of the semester in which they receive a WH, or the grade 
automatically becomes and F. If students register for the same course in future terms the WH will automatically become an F 



and will be counted as a repeated course for the purpose of computing the grade point average. 

IX. Text and Materials: The Practical Handbook for the Emerging Artist, M. Lazzari, Wadsworth, 2002 Most other 

materials will be provided. 


