
Department of Languages,  
Cultures & Communication 

Com 111- Public Speaking 
It Matters what you say.  

 

Spring, 2015 

 

Com 111.022, 4-6:30 pm- Thurs., F375 

Instructor: Charles Alan Boyd      E-mail: boydca@sfasu.edu 

Office hours: LAN436, Tues.-3:30-6, Wed.-4-5, Th.-12:30-1:30 

Phone-   936-468-1773 (office) 

936-468-4303 (department) 

 

Required Texts:  

Beebe, S. and Beebe, S. (2011),  Public Speaking Handbook (4th ed.). Boston:  

Allyn & Bacon. 

Communication 111 Workbook 

Bring these books to class each time we meet. 

 

Required Materials  

GREEN 882 Scantron forms for exams (2) 

Notebook or Notepad to turn in in-class exercises 

 

Course Description: Theory and practice in oral communication. Analysis of communication as a function of 

public address.  

 

Course Objectives/ Student Learning Outcomes: After completing COM 111 students should be able to:  

 Understand and demonstrate speaking processes through invention, organization, drafting, revision, editing, and 

presentation. 

 Understand the importance of specifying audience and purpose and to select appropriate communication 

choices. 

 Understand and appropriately apply modes of expression. 

 Participate effectively in discussions with emphasis on listening, critical and reflective thinking, and 

responding. 

 Understand and apply basic principles of critical thinking, problem solving, and technical proficiency in the 

development of exposition and argument. 

 Develop the ability to research and write an oral presentation. 

 

Program Learning Outcomes: Students majoring in Communication Studies will be able to recognize the central 

role of freedom of expression and inquiry in a diverse and democratic society. 

 
 

Core Objectives- The core objectives established by the THECB (n.d., Elements of the core curriculum) are: 

Critical Thinking Skills - to include creative thinking, innovation, inquiry, and analysis, evaluation and 

synthesis of information 

Communication Skills - to include effective development, interpretation and expression of ideas through 

written, oral and visual communication 

Teamwork - to include the ability to consider different points of view and to work effectively with others to 

support a shared purpose or goal 

Personal Responsibility - to include the ability to connect choices, actions and consequences to ethical 

decision-making 
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General Education Core Curriculum 

This course has been selected to be part of Stephen F. Austin State University’s core curriculum.  

The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board has identified six objectives for all core 

courses:  Critical Thinking Skills, Communication Skills, Empirical and Quantitative Skills, 

Teamwork, Personal Responsibility, and Social Responsibility.  SFA is committed to the 

improvement of its general education core curriculum by regular assessment of student 

performance on these six objectives. 

 

Assessment of these objectives at SFA will be based on student work from all core curriculum 

courses.  This student work will be collected in D2L through LiveText, the assessment 

management system selected by SFA to collect student work for core assessment.  LiveText 

accounts will be provided to all students enrolled in core courses through the university 

technology fee.  You will be required to register your LiveText account, and you will be notified 

how to register your account through your SFA e-mail account.  If you forward your SFA e-mail 

to another account and do not receive an e-mail concerning LiveText registration, please be sure 

to check your junk mail folder and your spam filter for these e-mails.  If you have questions 

about LiveText call Ext. 1267 or e-mail SFALiveText@sfasu.edu. 

 

The chart below indicates the core objectives addressed by this course, the assignment(s) that 

will be used to assess the objectives in this course and uploaded to LiveText this semester, and 

the date the assignment(s) should be uploaded to LiveText.  Not every assignment will be 

collected for assessment every semester.  Your instructor will notify you which assignment(s) 

must be submitted for assessment in LiveText this semester. 

 
Core Objective Definition Course Assignment Title Date Due in LiveText 

Critical Thinking Skills To include creative thinking, 
innovation, inquiry, and analysis, 
evaluation and synthesis of 
information. 

  

Communication Skills To include effective 
development, interpretation and 
expression of ideas though 
written, oral, and visual 
communication. 

  

Empirical and 
Quantitative Skills 

To include the manipulation and 
analysis of numerical data or 
observable facts resulting in 
informed conclusions. 

  

Teamwork To include the ability to consider 
different points of view and to 
work effectively with others to 
support a shared purpose or goal. 

  

Personal Responsibility To include the ability to connect 
choices, actions and 
consequences to ethical decision-
making. 

  

Social Responsibility To include intercultural 
competence, knowledge of civic 
responsibility, and the ability to 
engage effectively in regional, 
national, and global communities. 
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.COM 111 Core Assessment Speech Assignment (see calendar schedule at end of syllabus) 
 

Purpose: This speech is designed to give you experience in persuading an audience using accurate, concise, and 

clear information. 

 

Instructions and Explanation: The Monroe’s Motivated Sequence Speech is a persuasive speech in which you 

will ask your audience to change or maintain a specific attitude or behavior. We will use the Motivated Sequence as 

the organizational pattern for this speech, so begin by reading the description of the motivated sequence in Public 

Speaking Handbook. Your speech outline is dictated by the structure of the motivated sequence: you will have an 

introduction (attention), three main points (need, satisfaction, and visualization), and a conclusion (action). 

 

The elements of your introduction are basically the same as they have been for the previous speeches. You are 

responsible for creating a speech outline consistent with the instruction provided in the COM 111 Workbook. 

 

It is absolutely crucial that you establish relevance with your audience and credibility for yourself. Establish 

relevance by stating in your introduction why this topic should be of importance to your audience. Public 

speaking is audience-centered: if you can’t figure out why your topic is relevant and important for your audience, 

you may want to find another topic. 

Before you go looking for another topic, though, ask someone in your audience’s demographic why they might find 

the topic important and of interest. 

You must also establish credibility in your introduction. Credibility is communicated to demonstrate why the 

audience should listen to you, in particular, speak on the given subject. If you are not an expert on the subject, you 

may use information from research, cite that research, and thus, demonstrate your competence in collecting and 

using quality sources about the subject. You may add to this by describing what brings you to this topic—tell your 

audience what it is, whether it’s a personal experience you’ve had, an experience of your family or friends, or 

something you have come to care about deeply. Maybe you watched coverage of a natural disaster on the news and 

decided to donate money to the Red Cross or to become a volunteer. Maybe you have a family member or friend 

who has or had a particular disease. Maybe you improved your quality of life by changing a particular attitude or 

behavior. Whatever your motivation is for being interested in this topic, it needs to be included in your introduction. 

 

As the section on the motivated sequence in your textbook explains, your first main point establishes a need. To 

establish a need, you may describe and analyze a problem pertinent to your audience/context.  Your second main 

point lays out a plan to satisfy that need. In other words, you propose a realistic and beneficial solution to address 

the need. Your third main point shows your audience what will happen when your plan is or is not adopted, 

using either positive or negative motivation. This is an opportunity for you to use vivid language, strong 

evidence, and present sound cause-effect reasoning. 

 

Your conclusion will include an action step, where you will specifically and directly ask your audience to change 

or maintain an attitude or behavior. You should know what your action step will be relatively early in your 

research process so that you can research and write toward that goal. 

 

Outline Workshop Instructions and Teamwork:  An outline workshop is part of the process of developing 

your Motivated Sequence Speech in this class. You will work with groups of four and will review and critique 

each other’s outlines, conducting a discussion of how successfully each student meets the goals of the speech. 

The criteria will include the steps of the motivated sequence, relevance to the audience, establishing the speaker’s 

credibility, sufficient and appropriate supporting evidence, and an explicit and appropriate action step. At the end 

of class, you will be asked to complete a short reflection paper on the merits and demerits of your own 

contribution and others’ contributions to the teamwork involved in the outline workshop where you will discuss 

what ideas you contributed, how you constructively facilitated others’ ideas, how you synthesized ideas for 

and with the group, how successful you and your team was in developing and implementing the ideas 

generated and how you helped motivate each other to complete the task.. You will also discuss how you 

fostered constructive team climate and responded to conflict if and when they arose. The outline workshop 

will occur one class meeting prior to the presentations in order to assist students with feedback on needed edits. 

 

 



Speech Presentation Requirements: 
You must speak for 5-7 minutes. 

You must use and cite a minimum of five credible published sources. 

You must use at least 3 different types of research sources. For example, if you choose to use the minimum five 

sources, the requirement might be demonstrated by using two magazine articles, two newspaper articles, and one 

web site. 

You must use clear oral and written source citations. You must  

employ each step of the Motivated Sequence. 

You must turn in a properly formatted and typed formal outline and reference list. You must note 

each step of the Motivated Sequence on your outline. 

You must use an extemporaneous delivery style. 

 

 

 

Product/Work Being Assessed 

1.  Speech outline 

2. A PowerPoint, Prezi, or other visual 

presentation that will part of speech 

delivery 

3.  Speech delivery 

4.  Short reflection on own and group members’ 

teamwork contribution 

 

Attendance Policy: Because a significant portion of the learning in this class is based on participation and 

observation, your grade for the course will be impacted by your attendance and active participation in class. One of 

your grades is for Class Participation (10%). Your grade will be based upon points lost and gained for a variety of 

academic exercises, class participation, attendance and classroom demeanor.  

Unexcused absences will cost 30 points per week. All absences should be reported to the Office of Student Rights & 

Responsibilities. If you report your absences to ORR within 10 days of your return to class, you will only lose 15 

points for an unexcused absence. If you report excused absences to ORR and provide to them documentation within 

10 days of returning to class, you will not lose points for the first excused absence. Students will lose 10 points per 

tardy or for leaving before class is dismissed. If you choose to not talk with me regarding absences within 10 days of 

incident or immediately after any grade update posting, there will be little that I can do for you at the end of the 

semester. All tardies must be taken care of on the day of the incident. All students with perfect attendance will 

receive at least a 15 point bonus added to their class participation grade. Any points over 100 will be rolled over 

onto speech grades. Any negative grades on Participation will be listed as a Zero and the negative points will be 

counted against speech grades in d2l. Excused absences are defined in the SFA handbook but are basically personal 

illness, family emergencies and required school sponsored events. 

Attendance Policy Addendum: Because most students are on student grant & loan programs administered by the 

Federal Government, strict and regular reports are turned in to appropriate departments regarding attendance and 

non-attendance and may immediately impact your grant and loan eligibility. 

 

Course Policies 

 Turn off all cell phones and other digital/electronic devices and remove earpieces when class begins. Do not use 

your cell phones for text messaging or checking messages during class or you will lose points. If a cell phone or 

other electronic device goes off during a test, the student may receive a zero on the test. If a cell phone or other 

electronic device goes off during a speech, extra points may be deducted. Any students using a laptop computer 

for the class should advise the instructor. Points lost for this is per event. 

 Students may record the instructor’s lectures and discussions; however, you may not record a classmate’s 

speech unless you have their permission. 

 Any absence on a test day will be posted as a zero and it is the student’s responsibility to make arrangements 

with the instructor to make-up the test within 10 days of the students return to class. Any adjustments of points 

taken off will be at the discretion of the instructor. 



 Promptness is expected. Tardiness or leaving early will adversely affect your participation grade per event. 

 If you miss a class day it is your responsibility to contact a reliable classmate to get that day’s notes and 

assignments and be prepared to turn in any due assignments or deliver speeches; otherwise, they will be 

considered late. 

 Late speeches will automatically lose 15 points for being late. Late paperwork will have 15 points deducted 

from the speech grade and additional points deducted on graded outlines. 

 In keeping with university regulations, food and drink are not allowed in the classroom. The exception is bottled 

water, which is permitted. No tobacco products (including Skoal or other “dips”) or tobacco-style products such 

as e-cigarettes allowed. 

 When classmates are delivering speeches, students should not enter or leave class or do anything as an audience 

member that could disrupt the speaker. This includes talking, zipping and unzipping backpacks, horseplay, 

disrespectful demeanor  and any actions that distract me from the speaker. Points will be deducted from the 

class participation grade for these infractions. 

 Your chance to earn your grade ends when the semester ends. 

 

Academic Integrity: Students in this class are expected to read and abide by the university policy on academic 

integrity. If a student is found in violation of this policy, he/she will be subject to receiving a failing grade for this 

course, and the violation will be reported to the proper university authorities. 

Academic integrity is a responsibility of all university faculty and students. Faculty members promote academic 

integrity in multiple ways including instruction on the components of academic honesty, as well as abiding by 

university policy on penalties for cheating and plagiarism.  

 

Definition of Academic Dishonesty 

Academic dishonesty includes both cheating and plagiarism. Cheating includes but is not limited to (1) using or 

attempting to use unauthorized materials to aid in achieving a better grade on a component of a class; (2) the 

falsification or invention of any information, including citations, on an assigned exercise; and/or (3) helping or 

attempting to help another in an act of cheating or plagiarism. Plagiarism is presenting the words or ideas of another 

person as if they were your own. Examples of plagiarism are (1) submitting an assignment as if it were one's own 

work when, in fact, it is at least partly the work of another; (2) submitting a work that has been purchased or 

otherwise obtained from an Internet source or another source; and (3) incorporating the words or ideas of an author 

into one's paper without giving the author due credit. 

Please read the complete policy at http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic_integrity.asp 

 

Withheld Grades Semester Grades Policy (A-54)  
At the discretion of the instructor of record and with the approval of the academic chair/director, a grade of WH will 

be assigned only if the student cannot complete the course work because of unavoidable circumstances. Students 

must complete the work within one calendar year from the end of the semester in which they receive a WH, or the 

grade automatically becomes an F. If students register for the same course in future terms the WH will automatically 

become an F and will be counted as a repeated course for the purpose of computing the grade point average.  

 

Students with Disabilities 

To obtain disability-related accommodations, alternate formats and/or auxiliary aids, students with disabilities must 

contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS), Human Services Building, Room 325, 468-3004 / 468-1004 (TDD) 

as early as possible in the semester. Once verified, ODS will notify the course instructor and outline the 

accommodation and/or auxiliary aids to be provided.  Failure to request services in a timely manner may delay your 

accommodations. For additional information, go to http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/. 

 

 

General Requirements for All Speeches:  

 In order to receive a passing grade in this class, you must deliver assigned speeches, turn in assigned 

paperwork and follow directions regarding speeches and assignments. Students should dress professionally 

for all speeches. (Think of how you should dress if applying for a job office or staff position like a law 

firm.) 

 Speaking order will be determined in advance according to whatever guidelines the instructor sets forth.  

http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic_integrity.asp
http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/


 Students should minimize use of Wikipedia. Wikipedia is not always a credible source for current events, 

especially political, cultural and social issues because of sometimes biased and unattributed sources. 

 Speech paperwork must be typed. Handwritten paperwork will not be accepted. Speech outlines are due on 

the day of your scheduled speech presentation. Generic outlines shall be counted as a Zero. The instructor 

must have a copy of the paperwork at the time the speech is delivered or points will be deducted. If you are 

using your outline for your speech notes, make 2 copies!! Do this early enough before your speech so that 

if you have any malfunctions, you will have time for alternate ways to accomplish your assignment. Do not 

send me any outlines or paperwork for grades or to copy. 

 Points will be deducted if speech is not within time limits. Speeches have a 1-minute window and points 

lost shall be taken off of the speech grade. Speeches that are more than 1 minute over time limit may be 

stopped depending upon class limitations. 

 APA or MLA format should be used for citing sources on speech outlines. 

 Topics should be appropriate for the class and for specific speech expectations. 

 

Speech Expectations: 

 This is a public speaking course. The goal of this class is to help you be a better public speaker. A large 

portion of your grade will be based upon your speeches. There are objective and subjective measures for a good 

speech—appropriateness of the topic, planned intro and conclusion, appropriate use of notes, body language, voice, 

eye contact, paperwork, emotion and passion that you put into your speech, the smoothness and comfort of delivery 

and the strength of your arguments, evidence, et al. 

 Remember, a poor speech gets you a D-level grade, average speech a C-level grade, good speech a B-level 

and an excellent speech an A-level grade. I will briefly critique the speeches directly after the first few speeches 

while it is still fresh on our minds. This is not to embarrass you but to help you and your classmates see strengths 

and weaknesses and learn from it. You are not competing against your classmates. I will be as thorough as possible 

on the written critique, which will be returned to the students as soon as possible, usually in the next class meeting. 

 

Assignments/ Grade breakdown 

 

Speech 1- 2-4m.- Pop Culture Informative     10% 

Speech 2- 4-5m.- Education Persuasive     10% 

Speech 3- 5-7m.- P/C/S Monroe’s Motivated Sequence Persuasive  10% 

Speech 4- 5-7m.- Informative/Persuasive Q&A Speech   10% 

 

Major Test 1 Ch. 1-9       15% 

Major Test 2 Ch. 10-18      15% 

 

Speech Outline #1       10% 

Speech Outline #2       10% 

Class Participation       10% 

 

Acceptable Student Behavior 

Classroom behavior should not interfere with the instructor’s ability to conduct the class or the ability of other 

students to learn from the instructional program (see the Student Conduct Code, policy D-34.1). There will 

be grade consequences for unacceptable or disruptive behavior. Students who disrupt the learning environment 

may be asked to leave class and may be subject to judicial, academic or other penalties. This prohibition applies to 

all instructional forums, including electronic, classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. The instructor shall 

have full discretion over what behavior is appropriate/inappropriate in the classroom. Students who do not attend 

class regularly or who perform poorly on class projects/exams may be referred to the Early Alert Program.  This 

program provides students with recommendations for resources or other assistance that is available to help SFA 

students succeed.  

 

 



Class Calendar-Com 111.012 

Public Speaking, Spring, 2014 

 

Week of: 

Jan. 19- Overview of Course, Syllabus, Classroom expectations, rules 

Jan. 26- Begin Textbook/Workbook discussion/exercises 

Feb. 2- 2-4-min. Introductory Speech 

Feb. 9- Begin 2-4-min. Pop Culture Speech 

Feb. 16- Finish 2-4 min. Pop Culture Speech 

Feb. 23- Begin 4-5-min. Education Speech (Persuasive) 

March 2- 4-5-min. Education Speech 

March 9- Finish 4-5-min. Education Speech, Major Exam I, Ch. 1-9 

March 16- Spring Break 

March 23- Outline Workshop / Small Group Peer Evaluation 

March 30- Begin 5-7m. Monroe’s Motivated Sequence  Persuasive Speech (Livetext) 

April 6- 5-7m.MMS Persuasive Speech (con’t) 

April 13- Finish 5-7.m MMS Persuasive Speech 

April 20- Begin 5-7m. Q&A Speech (Informative or Persuasive) 



April 27- 5-7m. Q&A Speech (con’t) 

May 4- Finish 5-7m. Q&A Speech 

May 11- Final Exam Week, Major Exam II, Ch. 10-18 

 

  

 


