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Class Syllabus 

Summer II 2015 

CHE 134L 

General Chemistry II Laboratory 
Name:  R.H. Langley    Email:  rlangley@sfasu.edu 

Website:  www.faculty.sfasu.edu/langleyricha Phone:  (936) 468-3606 

Office Hours:  MW afternoons   Class meeting time and place:  

       Section 20 1:00-5:15 TR, C101 

       Section 21 1:00-5:15 TR, C105 

A pre-lab discussion will be held in a designated lecture room before each lab. 

 

The goal of this course is to give the student an understanding of basic laboratory techniques.  The first 

objective in this course is to have the student make and record laboratory observations.  This objective will 

be accessed by the submission of laboratory reports.  The second objective is to have the student gain a basic 

understanding of their laboratory observations.  This objective will be measured by quizzes on each 

experiment and through a final over the experiments.  

Begin work on Outside Exercise II.   

 

SECTION I – General Information 

 

Text and Materials: A course lab-book, photocopies may be used; however, after the first lab there 

will be a 2 point deduction for each photocopy submitted for a grade. 

 

Course Requirements:  
The student is expected to report to lab on schedule, follow all safety rules, submit lab reports on 

time, and take all quizzes and exams. 

 

Course Calendar:  

Date 
7/14 Check-in,    Experiment 17  Study Appendix C 

7/16 Experiments 12 and 13  Begin Outside Exercise III parts 1-2 

7/21 Experiment 18      

7/23 Experiment 19   Begin Outside Exercise III part 3 

7/28 Experiment 21  

7/30 Experiments 15 and 16 

8/4 Experiment 20    Redox Quiz   Begin Outside Exercise III parts 4-5 

8/6 Experiment 25    

8/11 Experiment 26    Checkout 

8/13 Final 

 

Grading Policy:  
 

Attendance:  The student is expected to come to lab and complete the work.  One absence will count as the 

lab grade to be dropped, IF it is an excused absence (you must talk to the lab instructor if you wish an 

excused absence), otherwise it will count as a zero that will not be dropped.  Additional absences will be 

dealt with as the need arises.  If you do nothing about an unexcused absence by the end of the term (last day 

of class, not finals), it will count as a no-pass for the course.  If you leave the lab before finishing the 

experiment, it is an unexcused absence, and will be an automatic zero (not dropped unless excused). 
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Method of Evaluation:  Points available 

   10 points/ experiment (drop lowest)  100 points  

   5 points/Quiz (drop lowest)     50 

   Redox Quiz       20 

   Outside Exercise III      10 

   Final        50 

   Total      230 

 

 The grades for the experiments will be for the write-up that you submit.  Important features of the 

reports will be finishing all work, having reasonably accurate results, and proper calculations and 

significant figures. 

 There will be a quiz on each experiment and a separate Redox quiz.  The quizzes on the experiment 

will focus on your understanding of the experiment.  The Preliminary Calculation pages in the lab-

book are useful in evaluating your understanding of the experiment.  The Redox quiz will focus on 

balancing redox equations.   

 Each part of Outside Exercise III is worth 2 points – any part submitted late is worth 0 points.  If you 

do not complete and submit all parts of Outside Exercise III – it is a no-pass for the course.   

 You must submit five acceptable written summaries giving the purpose of five different experiments.  

The summaries are to include the purpose of the experiment.  The summaries should be one or two 

paragraphs in length.  The student may pick which experiments they wish to summarize.  The 

instructor will determine if a summary is acceptable.  Any plagiarism will result in an F for the 

course (see Section II).  A summary must be submitted before you actually do the experiment.  If 

you do not submit five acceptable summaries by the beginning of the last experiment, you will 

receive an F in the course.  

 If you are found copying lab results from any source, other than your own work, you will be given an 

automatic F in the course (see Section II).  

 This is a class, during class all cell phones must be off.  Use of a cell phone during lab will result in 

the same penalty as not wearing goggles (see Lab Safety).   

 

Grading scale – 230-205 points = A, 204-182 points = B, 181-159 points = C, 158-136 points = D 

 

Lab Safety: All students will be given a copy of the safety rules.  It should be noted that these rules require 

students to wear safety goggles, and under certain situations other appropriate attire.  (Goggles must be of a 

splash-resistant type, i.e., they must fit tightly around the eyes.  There will be no exceptions.)  These rules 

will be strictly enforced.  You must wear safety goggles anytime that anyone (not just you) is working in the 

lab, otherwise it is an automatic zero for all labs that day (not dropped), and you will be required to leave the 

lab.  For other infractions of the safety rules, you will be given three warnings then asked to leave the lab and 

given an automatic zero on the day’s work (not dropped).  This is your first warning.  In the case of safety 

goggles, there will be no additional warnings.   

 

Attendance Policy: See grading policy 

 

Other: 

 

If you should have any questions dealing with grades, study habits, etc., you should see your lab instructor.  

Any type of special accommodations will be arranged only after a consultation in the instructor's office.  

(Special accommodations must be arranged so that all students are treated equally.) 
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This course serves as the prerequisite for many different things.  Thus, it is important for students to use this 

course to prepare for their personal goals.  In addition, this course may satisfy certain ExCet/TEKS 

objectives for Chemistry and Integrated Physics and Chemistry (Physical Science).  The correlation between 

these objectives and the chemistry courses may be obtained from Dr. John Moore, the chemistry certification 

advisor. 

 

SECTION II – University Policies 

 

Academic Integrity (A-9.1)  
Academic integrity is a responsibility of all university faculty and students. Faculty members 

promote academic integrity in multiple ways including instruction on the components of academic 

honesty, as well as abiding by university policy on penalties for cheating and plagiarism.  

 

Definition of Academic Dishonesty 

Academic dishonesty includes both cheating and plagiarism. Cheating includes but is not limited to 

(1) using or attempting to use unauthorized materials to aid in achieving a better grade on a 

component of a class; (2) the falsification or invention of any information, including citations, on an 

assigned exercise; and/or (3) helping or attempting to help another in an act of cheating or 

plagiarism. Plagiarism is presenting the words or ideas of another person as if they were your own. 

Examples of plagiarism are (1) submitting an assignment as if it were one's own work when, in fact, 

it is at least partly the work of another; (2) submitting a work that has been purchased or otherwise 

obtained from an Internet source or another source; and (3) incorporating the words or ideas of an 

author into one's paper without giving the author due credit. 

 

Please read the complete policy at http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic_integrity.asp 

 

Any student found cheating will be subject to the penalties as stated in the Student Code of Conduct 

handbook; including but not limited to a score of zero on exam, expulsion from the class or 

expulsion from the University.   

 

Withheld Grades Semester Grades Policy (A-54)  
Ordinarily, at the discretion of the instructor of record and with the approval of the academic 

chair/director, a grade of WH will be assigned only if the student cannot complete the course work 

because of unavoidable circumstances. Students must complete the work within one calendar year 

from the end of the semester in which they receive a WH, or the grade automatically becomes an F. 

If students register for the same course in future terms the WH will automatically become an F and 

will be counted as a repeated course for the purpose of computing the grade point average. 

 

The circumstances precipitating the request must have occurred after the last day in which a student 

could withdraw from a course.  Students requesting a WH must be passing the course with a 

minimum projected grade of C.  

 

Students with Disabilities:  
To obtain disability related accommodations, alternate formats and/or auxiliary aids, students with 

disabilities must contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS), Human Services Building, and 

Room 325, 468-3004 / 468-1004 (TDD) as early as possible in the semester.  Once verified, ODS 

will notify the course instructor and outline the accommodation and/or auxiliary aids to be 

provided.  Failure to request services in a timely manner may delay your accommodations. For 

additional information, go to http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/. 
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