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Instructor: Dr. Linda Levitt      Office: Liberal Arts North 415 
E-mail: levittlb@sfasu.edu and via D2L 
    
 
Required Text:  
Wood, Julia T. Interpersonal Communication: Everyday Encounters, 7th Edition, Cengage Learning, 2012. 
 
Course Description: Study of communication in the one-to-one situation leading to development of 
interpersonal communication skills. Emphasis is on positive mental attitude and personal growth.   
 
Course Objectives 

 To create an awareness of the importance of communication in everyday life. 

 To develop understanding of the nature of the interpersonal communication process. 

 To develop sensitivity to the events and behaviors that may affect relationships with others. 

 To help each student develop her/his potential as an effective interpersonal communicator through 

the understanding and practice of positive interpersonal skills. 

Student Learning Outcomes 

 The student will be able to develop an understanding of theoretical principles. 

 The student will be able to make practical application of the theories.  

 The student will be able to understand the roles that self-awareness, self-concept, perception, 
adaptation to change, and belief systems play in effective interpersonal communication.  

 Students will be able to use an appropriate methodology to conduct a critical, humanistic, or social 
scientific study of a research question in communication. 

 
Program Learning Outcomes 

 Students majoring in Communication Studies should display comprehension of major communication 
theories. 

 Students majoring in Communication Studies will apply the major theories in the field to communicate 
effectively in a variety of settings. 

 Students majoring in Communication Studies will be able to use and demonstrate understanding of 
appropriate methodology in critical, humanistic, or social scientific paradigms in examining research 
questions in communication. 

 Students majoring in Communication Studies will be able to recognize the central role of diversity and 
freedom of expression in a global community. 

 Students majoring in Communication Studies will be able to demonstrate knowledge of the 
constitutive nature of communication which includes forces that enable and constrain communication 
such as technology, ethics, and organizational life. 

 Students majoring in Communication Studies will be able to demonstrate oral and written competence 
in logical and critical thinking. 

 
General Education Core Curriculum Exemplary Educational Objectives 

 To understand and demonstrate writing and speaking processes through invention, organization, 
drafting, revision, editing, and presentation. 

 To understand the importance of specifying audience and purpose and to select appropriate 
communication choices. 



 To understand and appropriately apply modes of expression, i.e., descriptive, expositive, narrative, 
scientific, and self-expressive, in written, visual, and oral communication. 

 To participate effectively in groups with emphasis on listening, critical and reflective thinking, and 
responding. 

 To understand and apply basic principles of critical thinking, problem solving, and technical 
proficiency in the development of exposition and argument. 

 To develop the ability to research and write a documented paper and/or to give an oral presentation. 
 
 
Academic Integrity (A-9.1)  
Academic integrity is a responsibility of all university faculty and students. Faculty members promote 
academic integrity in multiple ways including instruction on the components of academic honesty, as well 
as abiding by university policy on penalties for cheating and plagiarism.  
 
Definition of Academic Dishonesty  
Academic dishonesty includes both cheating and plagiarism. Cheating includes but is not limited to (1) 
using or attempting to use unauthorized materials to aid in achieving a better grade on a component of a 
class; (2) the falsification or invention of any information, including citations, on an assigned exercise; 
and/or (3) helping or attempting to help another in an act of cheating or plagiarism. Plagiarism is 
presenting the words or ideas of another person as if they were your own. Examples of plagiarism are (1) 
submitting an assignment as if it were one's own work when, in fact, it is at least partly the work of 
another; (2) submitting a work that has been purchased or otherwise obtained from an Internet source or 
another source; and (3) incorporating the words or ideas of an author into one's paper without giving the 
author due credit.  
 
Please read the complete policy at http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic_integrity.asp  
 
Withheld Grades Semester Grades Policy (A-54)  
Ordinarily, at the discretion of the instructor of record and with the approval of the academic chair/director, 
a grade of WH will be assigned only if the student cannot complete the course work because of 
unavoidable circumstances. Students must complete the work within one calendar year from the end of 
the semester in which they receive a WH, or the grade automatically becomes an F. If students register 
for the same course in future terms the WH will automatically become an F and will be counted as a 
repeated course for the purpose of computing the grade point average.  
 
Students with Disabilities  
To obtain disability related accommodations, alternate formats and/or auxiliary aids, students with 
disabilities must contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS), Human Services Building, and Room 
325, 468-3004 / 468-1004 (TDD) as early as possible in the semester. Once verified, ODS will notify the 
course instructor and outline the accommodation and/or auxiliary aids to be provided. Failure to request 
services in a timely manner may delay your accommodations. For additional information, go to 
http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/. Once this has been completed, please schedule an appointment 
with me so we can work out specifics about the accommodations needed.  
 
Student Support Should you have technical questions regarding part of the course requirements, please 
visit the Online Orientation at http://oit.sfasu.edu/orientation/index/index.html. If you still need help, please 
contact OIT at 936-468-2774.  
 
Course Requirements, Policies, and Procedures:  
 
Participation  
Course participation is important for the success of the class. Sharing your experience and perspective 
with the rest of the class improves the quality of class discussion and makes the class more meaningful 
and enjoyable for everyone.   
You are expected to complete all class activities and assigned reading.  
Late work will only be accepted at the instructor's discretion.  



 
Modules 

 
Welcome module: Introduction to the course 
Opens July 14. Closes July 17. 
 
1. A first look at interpersonal communication 
Opens July 16. Closes July 19. 
 
2. Identity 
Opens July 18. Closes July 21. 
 
3. Perception 
Opens July 20. Closes July 23. 
 
4. Language 
Opens July 22. Closes July 25. 
 
5. The world beyond words 
Opens July 24. Closes July 27. 
 
6. Listening 
Opens July 26. Closes July 29. 
 
7. Emotions 
Opens July 28. Closes July 31. 
 
8. Interpersonal relationships 
Opens July 30. Closes August 2. 
 
9. Managing conflict 
Open August 1. Closes August 4. 
 
10. Friendship 
Opens August 3. Closes August 6. 
 
11. Romantic relationships 
Opens August 5. Closes August 8. 
 
12. Family 
Opens August 7. Closes August 10. 



 
Course requirements 

 
Discussion board posts   12 posts x 20 points each 240 possible points 
Quizzes   12 quizzes x 10 points each 120 possible points 
Reflection papers  2 reflections x 20 points each   40 possible points 
 
Course grades:  A = 400 – 360  B = 359 – 320   C = 319 – 280 

D = 279 – 240   F = 239 or less 
 
 

Grading discussion board posts 
 
The following rubric will be used to grade discussion board posts. 
 
18-20: Exceptional. The post is focused and coherently integrates examples with explanations or 
analysis. The post demonstrates awareness of its own limitations or implications, and it considers multiple 
perspectives when appropriate. The entry reflects in-depth engagement with the topic. 
 
14-17: Satisfactory. The post is reasonably focused, and explanations or analysis are mostly based on 
examples or other evidence. Fewer connections are made between ideas, and though new insights are 
offered, they are not fully developed. The post reflects moderate engagement with the topic. 
 
11-13: Underdeveloped. The post is mostly description or summary, without consideration of alternative 
perspectives, and few connections are made between ideas. The post reflects passing engagement with 
the topic. 
 
1-10: Limited. The post is unfocused, or simply rehashes previous comments, and displays no evidence 
of student engagement with the topic. 
 
0: No Credit. The post is missing or consists of one or two disconnected sentences. 
 
 
 


