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L. Bishop        Office:  L.A. 327 

Summer II 2015       Email:  lbishop@sfasu.edu 

Office Hours:        Phone: 468-2430 

11:00-12:00 Mon. & Tues.       

2:30-3:30 Wed. & Thurs. 

 

English 131.001 (12:30-2:25) Monday-Thursday in F. 184 

Tentative Course Calendar 
Assignment I: Paragraphing 

 

Tues.  07/14: Course Introduction, Policy; Ch. 1 Prentice Hall 

Wed. 07/15: Ch. 13 &15 St. M’s; In-Class Exercises 

Thurs.  07/16: Draft I Paragraphs Due; In-Class Exercises 

 

 

Essay I: Narrative with Dissonance 

  

Mon. 07/20: Paragraphs Due; Ch. 14 & 2 St. M’s 

Tues. 07/21: Ch 2 St. M’s 

Wed. 07/22: In-Class Exercises 

Thurs. 07/23: Draft I Due; In-Class Exercises 

 

 

Essay II: Argumentative 

 

Mon. 07/27: Essay I Due; Ch. 18 & 8 St. M’s  

Tues. 07/28: Ch. 18 & 8 St. M’s 

 Wed. 07/29: In-Class Exercises 

Thurs. 07/30: Draft I Due; In-Class Exercises 

 

 

Essay III: Critical/Analytical 

 

Mon. 08/03:  Essay II Due; Ch. 12 St. M’s 

Tues. 08/04: Ch. 10 St. M’s 

Wed.  08/05: Ch. 10 St. M’s 

Thurs. 08/06: Ch. 10 St. M’s 

 Mon. 08/10: Draft I Due; In-Class Exercises  

Tues. 08/11: In-Class Exercises 

Wed. 08/12: Essay III Due; In-Class Exercises 

 

Thurs. 08/13: Conferences 

 Fri. 08/14:  Final: Turn in Revisions; In-Class Writing 
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English 131 Course Goals 
 
1.  To improve students’ critical/analytical and writing skills through reading, analyzing, and writing essays. 
 
2.  To understand that writing is a recursive process, involving invention, drafting, and revision of a series of drafts.  
The final draft must be well-organized, coherent, with a minimum of sentence-level errors. 
 
3.  To make clear the importance of purpose and audience in academic writing.  There should always be reasons for  
writing, such as expression, explanation, or argumentation, and it will be directed toward specific audiences. 
 
4.  To learn to write in a unified manner.  Unity involves the writer’s being true to his or her purpose throughout  
the essay.  All parts of the essay should relate directly to the controlling idea.  Unity should also be found within 
paragraphs--one idea per each. 
 
5.  To learn to write in a coherent manner:  All ideas and points should clearly reflect the writer’s purpose.   
Writers should always keep their audiences in mind; they should de-center and ask, “What does my audience need to 
know?  Will the audience understand what I’m saying?  Are my thoughts making it to the page clearly?  What can I 
do to make my writing unmistakably clear?”  Each idea should progress smoothly and logically to the next.  
Transitions aid in coherence.   
 
6.  To learn to write in a well-developed manner.   Always be specific.  Vivid imagery, clear examples   
and detailed explanations are all part of well-developed essays.  In persuasive writing, remember to support all points 
or claims with data. 
 

General Education Core Curriculum Objectives:  

 

As part of the communication component area, in any given semester one or more of the following Core Curriculum 

Objectives for English 131 may be assessed:  

1.  Critical Thinking: creative thinking, innovation, inquiry, and analysis, evaluation, and synthesis of information. 

 

2. Communication: effective development, interpretation, and expression of ideas through written, oral, and visual 

communication. 

 

3. Teamwork: the ability to consider different points of view and to work effectively with others to support a shared 

purpose or goal. 

 

4. Personal Responsibility: the ability to connect choices, actions, and consequences to ethical decision-making. 
 
Required Work   
 
Four Writing Assignments.  90%: Over the course of the semester, students will complete four (4) major MLA  
formatted writing assignments (paragraphing  and three essays). Students will engage in the writing process, which  
involves their writing a series of drafts, the goal being a unified, coherent, well-developed essay.  To reach that goal,  
students will revise throughout the process, meaning that they will add examples and details, rethink unclear 
 information and their draft’s organization.  And last, students will edit the final version for grammatical, spelling,  
and punctuation errors.   The final draft and everything leading to it will be placed in a folder (with inside pockets)  
and turned in to the instructor on essay due dates.  Points will be deducted for sloppiness, for failure/refusal to 
follow instructions, and for missing folder elements.  Pencil-written and/or sloppy work will not be accepted  
 
  
 
 Paragraphs:    15%    A typed, MLA formatted draft   

Essay I:   Narrative with Dissonance    20%   will be completed outside of class.    
Essay II:  Argumentative     25%   

 Essay III: Critical-Analytical  30%  
 
All essays must be submitted to turnitin.com by their due dates.  Ten (10) points per day, beginning with the  
due date, will be deducted from each tardy turnitin.com  submission. 
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The instructor will use a numerical system of grading.  Grades will be based upon the above criteria, and upon that of 
individual assignments. 
 

Grading Standard:  

A (excellent performance): 90-100.  

B (above average performance): 80-89.  

C (average performance): 70-79.  

D (below average performance): 60-69.  

F (failure): 0-59.  
 
 
Daily Work.  10%: Homework and in-class writings will be periodically assigned, and students should expect  
quizzes(“opportunities”) over lecture and assigned textbook material.  Remember that tardy students may not  
make up missed quizzes (see policy below).  To continue, students will receive daily grades for essay drafts, and for  
essay revisions and corrections (each counted thrice) of all essay sentence-level errors. 
 
Attendance Policy 
 
Excused vs. Unexcused Absences:  Regular attendance is essential for students to receive the maximum effect of 
each class meeting, during which students will spend much time discussing essay topics, exchanging ideas, and 
responding to each other’s work.  Those who are not present will reflect that fact in their work.  Remember: To be 
excused, all absences must be documented and presented to the instructor immediately upon the student’s return to 
class.  Excused absences include illness (which requires a doctor’s visit and a note from the doctor), a death in the 
family (which also must be documented by the student), or university-sponsored activities (which must be 
documented by the organization sponsoring the activity).  Students should make sure that the dates on their 
documentation correspond with the days that they missed class.  Whether or not an absence is excused, any work or 
assignment missed is the responsibility of the student, not the instructor.  Students alone are responsible for their 
attendance; those with excessive unexcused absences will not confront the instructor at the semester’s end with vague 
or militant arguments about those absences.  Instead, they will make appointments during dead week to politely and 
rationally discuss them with the instructor.  The best policy is to be concerned for the entire semester, rather than 
only at the end. 
 
Unexcused Absence Penalty:  Beginning with three (3) unexcused absences, the instructor will subtract one (1) point 
from those students’ final averages for each violation. 
 
Academic Absences:  Students who come to class without textbooks, essay drafts, and any other required course work 
and/or materials; who sleep or disrupt in any way; who play with their cell phones;  who sit with nothing on their 
desks; or who surf the web or visit non-academic, social networking websites, will be counted academically absent 
for the day, and the instructor will subtract one (1) point from their final averages for each violation.  Furthermore, 
cell phones must be silenced and out of sight during class.   
 
Tardiness:  Remember: Five (5) tardies equal one (1) unexcused absence.  Tardy students often miss important 
quizzes (also given near the beginning of class) that they will not be allowed to make up, and they disrupt the class.    
The instructor checks roll near the beginning of class, and anyone not present at that time will receive an unexcused 
absence. If tardy students are concerned about their number of unexcused absences, they will remind the instructor 
after that particular class that they came in late so he can make appropriate roll sheet adjustments.  Students alone 
are responsible for being punctual; they will not approach the instructor days or weeks later or at the semester’s end 
with vague or militant arguments about times that they failed to remind him of their tardiness.  Students must politely 
prove that they were in class on those particular days.  Obviously, the best policy is to come to class on time.  
 
Late Work:  Decisions about whether or not late work will be accepted will be made at the instructor’s discretion.  
Normally, if work is late due to unexcused absence, the instructor subtracts ten (10) points for each calendar day, 
beginning with the due date.  Students who are concerned about their grades will approach the instructor promptly in 
a polite manner.  Last, the instructor will accept no work, either early or late, that does not pass directly from the 
student’s had to his, unless prior arrangements have been made. 
 
End-of-Semester Essay Resubmissions:  At the semester’s end, students with zero  (0) unexcused absences  may 
submit revised versions of any or all of the first three (3) writing assignments; students with no more than one (1) 
unexcused absence may submit revised versions of up to two (2) of the first three writing assignments; students with 
no more than two (2) unexcused absences may submit revised versions of any one (1) of the first three (3) writing 
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assignments; and students with three (3) or more unexcused absences may submit zero (0) revisions.
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Plagiarism 
 
Plagiarism, a serious violation of departmental and university policies that occurs when writers use someone else’s 
work or other published information as if it were their own, will not be tolerated.   The instructor understands that 
many students lack experience with quoting, summarizing, and paraphrasing and intends to teach students how to do 
so.   However, he is also aware that some students occasionally turn in copied (both partially or completely), stolen, 
downloaded, and/or published works.  Those academically dishonest people will receive zeroes as grades for 
plagiarized work, and they risk academic probation and/or suspension.  The instructor keeps careful records; each 
instance of plagiarism is carefully documented, signed by both the students and the instructor and sent to the Dean 
of Liberal Arts. 
 
 
Required Texts 
 
Axelrod, Rise B and Charles R. Cooper.   The St. Martin’s Guide to Writing, Short 10th ed. (paperback).  Boston:   

 Bedford/St. Martin’s.  Print,  2013  

 Harris, Muriel. The Prentice Hall Reference Guide, 9
th

 ed. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson/Prentice Hall. Print,  
 
 2015  
 

 Miscellaneous 

 
Supplies:  Pens with blue or black ink; plenty of college ruled notebook paper; one (1) folder with inside pockets; 
storage devices for saving work. 
 
Cell Phones:   All cell phones must be turned off or silenced during class.  See “Academic Absences” above.  
 
Special Needs:  Students with special needs or concerns should speak privately with the instructor immediately. 

 


