
History 310: History of American Sports

Section 001 Summer II 2015

Professor:  Andrew Lannen
Office:  360 Liberal Arts North
Phone:  468-2072
Email:  lannenac@sfasu.edu
Office Hours:  MTWR 10:00-11:00
Class time and Location: MTWR 8:00-9:55; F472

Course Description
This course is an examination of the development of sports in America from 
the colonial era to the present. Topics include race, gender, commercialism, 
drug use and abuse, violence, and the continuing interactions between sports
and American society.

Required Readings
David Block, Baseball Before We Knew It  ISBN 0803262558
Darcy Frey, The Last Shot ISBN 0618446710



Additional Required Materials
3  8½ x 7  Blue Books (small sized)

Attendance and Class Discussions
     You are all adults and responsible for doing the coursework and attending
class. In some class meetings there will be discussions of films or books.  
These discussions are a graded element of the course, and can be as fun and
as interesting as you make them. Think about the materials to be discussed 
and come up with interesting issues that you and your classmates can 
address.  Feel free to make connections to current issues around the world as
many of the questions faced by people in the past still show up on a regular 
basis in today’s society. I encourage questions from students even during 
lectures and believe class ends up being much more interesting when there 
is a give and take.  
     I realize that there are inevitable mishaps and emergencies that could 
justifiably cause someone to miss class (i.e., extinction-level meteors striking
the earth), so each student is allowed one absence, either excused or 
unexcused without penalty. Please not that this does not include discussion 
days. If you miss a discussion day you must contact me to make up the 
missed grade. Merely showing up is not enough to get full credit for class 
participation.  The more you contribute to the discussions, the higher your 
class participation grade.

Course Requirements and Grading Scale
     Your course grade will be determined by four exams, three short answer 
assignments, and class attendance/participation.  The due dates of graded 
elements are noted on the class schedule in bold type.  Your final grade is 
based on the total points you earn on these various assignments, not 
percentages.

Exams 3@100pts each 300  points
Book and Film Responses 3@50pts each 150  points
Attendance/Participation   50  points

A 450-500
B 400-449
C 350-399
D 300-349
F 000-299

Program Learning Outcomes (please note that this section applies 
mostly to history majors!)
The SFA History Department has identified the following Program Learning 
Outcomes (PLOs) for all SFA students earning a B.A. degree in History:

1. The student will evaluate the role of the historian in society.



2. The student will assess the significance of historical events/phenomena
and analyze their historical contexts.

3. The student will locate, identify and critically analyze primary and 
secondary sources appropriate for historical research.

4. The student will interpret evidence found within primary sources and 
place those sources within their appropriate historical context.

5. The student will effectively communicate historical arguments in 
support of a central thesis, including the proper citation of sources 
using the most recent edition of the Chicago Manual of Style.

This section of this course will focus on PLO #2.

Student Learning Outcomes (this section applies to everyone!)
Specific outcomes for this particular course include:

1. The student will understand the connections between sports and the 
wider American culture.

2. The student will analyze the tensions in sports over race and gender 
differences and how they reflect changes in American society.

3. The student will be able to explain the process of commercialization in 
sports and its importance in American history.

4. The student will be able to discuss the connections between the United
States and the rest of the world through sports.

Exams
     There are three exams in the course. Each test will consist of mixture of 
identifications and short answers. The questions can be drawn from any of 
the materials used in the course. The short answers might be cumulative in 
that a question might ask you to compare something recently covered in the 
class to something earlier in the semester. Please bring a blank small sized 
(8½ x 7) bluebook to each exam.

Papers and Worksheets
You will complete and turn in three assignments during the semester. One 
will be on pages 1-66 of the Block book, one on the Frey book, and another 
on the film A League of Their Own. Instructions and questions to answer can 
be found on D2L.

Submission of Assignments through D2L Dropbox
     Assingments should be submitted through the D2L dropbox for the 
course. They are due by the start of class on the date indicated on the 
syllabus. No late papers will be accepted via D2L. If you are submitting a 
paper late, please see the section below.
     To submit an assignment via the D2L dropbox, first save your paper in 
Microsoft Word (.doc, .docx) or, even better, Portable Document Format 



(.pdf). Then, go to the course homepage for this course in D2L. Click on the 
“Dropbox” link in the upper left quadrant on the page. Find the assignment 
name you want to submit and click on that. Just above the comment box you
will see “Add a file.” Click on that, navigate to your paper, hit upload, then 
hit submit. You will receive a confirmation email in D2L when your dropbox 
submission has been completed.
     Formats other than the ones listed above are not acceptable. Common 
unacceptable formats that will not receive credit include .jpg, .odt, and 
.pages files.

Late Papers
   The due date is the beginning of the class period on the date designated 
for the assignment. Papers submitted after that deadline will have a full 
grade reduction for each 24 hours they are late, beginning immediately after 
they become late. For example, if you submit a paper three hours late, the 
best you can possibly earn on it would be a “B.” If 24 or more hours late, you
cannot earn more than a “C.” After 96 hours (4 days), papers may no longer 
be submitted, and a “0” will be entered as the grade for that assignment. 
Exceptions to this policy are granted only under the most extreme 
emergency circumstances. 
   

Makeups
     If an illness or emergency causes you to miss an exam, please let me 
know in advance or as soon as possible after the fact. If your documented 
reason for missing the exam is acceptable, you will need to schedule a 
makeup. All makeups will be scheduled during the week before the final 
exam. It is your responsibility to contact me and schedule a time in advance.
No exam can be given early, nor can the final exam be taken at a different 
time unless there are serious extenuating circumstances.

Academic Integrity
Academic integrity is a responsibility of all university faculty and students. 
Faculty members promote academic integrity in multiple ways including 
instruction on the components of academic honesty, as well as abiding by 
university policy on penalties for cheating and plagiarism. 

Definition of Academic Dishonesty
Academic dishonesty includes both cheating and plagiarism. Cheating 
includes but is not limited to (1) using or attempting to use unauthorized 
materials to aid in achieving a better grade on a component of a class; (2) 
the falsification or invention of any information, including citations, on an 
assigned exercise; and/or (3) helping or attempting to help another in an act
of cheating or plagiarism. Plagiarism is presenting the words or ideas of 
another person as if they were your own. Examples of plagiarism are (1) 
submitting an assignment as if it were one's own work when, in fact, it is at 
least partly the work of another; (2) submitting a work that has been 
purchased or otherwise obtained from an Internet source or another source; 



and (3) incorporating the words or ideas of an author into one's paper 
without giving the author due credit.
     The punishment for cheating is an old-fashioned boiling in oil, or discipline
in accordance with official SFA rules and regulations, whichever of the two is 
lesser.  Please read the complete policy at 
http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic_integrity.asp

Withheld Grades
Ordinarily, at the discretion of the instructor of record and with the approval 
of the academic chair/director, a grade of WH will be assigned only if the 
student cannot complete the course work because of unavoidable 
circumstances. Students must complete the work within one calendar year 
from the end of the semester in which they receive a WH, or the grade 
automatically becomes an F. If students register for the same course in 
future terms the WH will automatically become an F and will be counted as a 
repeated course for the purpose of computing the grade point average. 

Students with Disabilities
To obtain disability related accommodations, alternate formats and/or 
auxiliary aids, students with disabilities must contact the Office of Disability 
Services (ODS), Human Services Building, and Room 325, 468-3004 / 468-
1004 (TDD) as early as possible in the semester.  Once verified, ODS will 
notify the course instructor and outline the accommodation and/or auxiliary 
aids to be provided.  Failure to request services in a timely manner may 
delay your accommodations. For additional information, go to 
http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/.

Cell Phones and other class disruptions
     Only with reluctance have I been forced into a cell phone policy.  All cell 
phones should please either be turned off before class begins or left at home 
entirely.  In emergency situations only you can put a phone on vibrate, but 
you must notify me at the beginning of class. 
     Repeat violators will be forced to read the entire Encyclopedia Britannica 
from beginning to end and give an oral report on the same to the class 
entirely in classical Latin.  Don’t let this be you.

Schedule

July
T 14 Introductory Class; Sports in Colonial America
W 15 The 19th Century

Rise of Polite Sports 
R 16 Early Baseball



M 20 Assignment due on Block
Discussion on Block
Early Baseball (continued)

T 21 College Sports and Football
Amateur Sports & Olympics 

W 22 Examination #1
R 23 Golden Age of Sports

M 27 Golden Age of Sports
Film and Discussion: Babe Ruth

T 28 Early Women in Sports
Sports in WWII

W 29 Begin Film: A League of their Own
R 30 Film: A League of their Own 

Aug
M 3 Race and Sports
T 4 Examination #2
W 5 Quest for Sporting Equality

Begin Discussion #1
Assignment due on A League of Their Own

R 6 Discussion #2
Sports in the Television Age

M 10 Sports in the Television Age (continued)
Sports and the Cold War

T 11 American Sports and the World
The Era of Big $
Begin Discussion #2

W 12 Discussion #2
Assignment due on Frey
Discussion of Frey

R 13 Scandals & Scoundrels: Recent Sports
F 14 Final Examination


