
Stephen F. Austin State University  
Mass Communication 

 
Scriptwriting - MCM 421.500 

Semester: Online Course 
 
Instructor:  Casey Hart 
Office:                 Boynton 301e  
Email:  Hartcb@sfasu.edu 
Phone:                (936) 468-1299 

(903) 271-7684 [mobile] 

Office Hours: 
Meetings by Appointment 

 
REQUIRED TEXTS: 

• Hilliard, R. L. (2011). Writing for television, radio, and new media. Boston, MA: Wadsworth. 

OPTIONAL TEXTS: 
• Goldberg, L., & Rabkin, W. (2003). Successful television writing. Hoboken, NJ: Wiley. 

OTHER READINGS AND VIDEOS WILL BE ASSIGNED THROUGHOUT THE SEMESTER. 
 
Read and Watch Requirement: (You will need access to one of these episodes) 

 
• My Name is Earl: Joy’s Wedding S01/E08 

o Show: https://itunes.apple.com/us/tv-season/joys-wedding/id215155344?i=215239477 
o Amazon Instant Video: http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B000NHSE4E/ref=dv_dp_ep8 

• Psych: American Duos S02/E01 
o Show: https://itunes.apple.com/us/tv-season/american-duos/id259572342?i=293687965 
o Amazon Instant Video: http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B002R1VJUU/ref=dv_dp_ep1 

• Desperate Housewives: Pretty Little Picture S01/E03 
o Show: https://itunes.apple.com/us/tv-season/pretty-little-picture/id81837342?i=81826819 
o Amazon Instant Video: http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B003TH2N9W/ref=dv_dp_ep3 

• Doctor Who: Voyage of the Damned S04/E01 
o Show: https://itunes.apple.com/us/tv-season/voyage-of-the-damned/id294364742?i=294854162 
o Amazon Instant Video: http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B004AOAKKC/ref=dv_dp_ep1 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
 
Problems and practice in the writing of dramatic and non-dramatic programs for broadcast purposes. 
Prerequisite: Advanced standing. Writing enhanced. Incidental fee required. 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
 
By the end of this course, students should:  

o Understand basic broadcast writing style.  
o Know terminology as practiced today in radio, television, cable (including satellite) and new 

media technologies.  
o Have a better understanding of the writer’s role in the creation of dramatic and non-dramatic 

program materials  
o Understand how to motivate an audience and be able to write persuasive commercials and 

announcements  
o Convert information from sources into proper script format and active voice.  
o Identify and script to sound bites and actualities from an interview.  
o Write a script to match video images  
o Edit and rewrite copy for accuracy and brevity.  



 
COURSE DESCRIPTION ELABORATION: 
 
The course is designed to serve majors in radio-TV, advertising, and public relations in introducing the 
principles, techniques, and style of writing for the electronic media including commercials, public service 
announcements, narration, and other Radio-TV entertainment scripts. The students will practice writing on 
deadline, timing for broadcast, editing scripts, researching subjects, legal issues, ethics, and scripting to 
video. Instruction will include lectures on relevant topics as well as critique of in-class and take-home 
writings. In the hands-on learning environment students can expect to learn how to write creative, accurate 
broadcast copy under deadline conditions. 
 
PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES (PLOs):    
 
1. Demonstrate the ability to write effectively across a variety of platforms appropriate to the discipline.  
2. Gather, organize and analyze discipline-appropriate research and communicate information about it.  
3. Understand the role of media in society.  
4. Comprehend legal and ethical principles relating to media.  
5. Demonstrate the application of media technology, terminology and techniques.  

RADIO/TV CONCENTRATION (PLOs): 
 
1. Develop technical and creative skills necessary for the production and airing of basic broadcast 

programs.  
2. Cultivate understanding of contemporary broadcast structure, recognize standard production elements, 

and critically analyze their application.  
3. Familiarize students with standard and evolving terminology utilized within the broadcast field.  

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES (SLOs): 
 
Students will demonstrate a comprehension of terminology used in the discipline through exams and 
presentations and will create effective media messages for broadcast and online release. 
 
WRITING ENHANCED COURSE 
 
This course is officially designated in the College of Liberal and Applied Arts as “Writing Enhanced,” 
(WE) and may be used to help meet the graduation requirement of WE courses:  
Students in each of the courses will, at a minimum: 
 

1. Write at least 3000 words on projects and/or assignments throughout the semester.  
2. Be required to revise and re-submit at least one assignment during the term.  
3. Complete at least one out-of-class writing assignment.  

Total writing assignments for the course will count for a minimum of 50% of the course grade. Enrollment 
in the courses will be capped at 20 students to provide adequate instructor feedback to the student.  
These standards will be easily exceeded in this course. 
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:  
 
Students in this class are expected to read and abide by the university policy on academic integrity. If a 
student is found in violation of this policy, he/she will be subject to receiving a failing grade for this course, 
and the violation will be reported to the proper university authorities. 
 
Academic integrity is a responsibility of all university faculty and students. Faculty members promote 
academic integrity in multiple ways including instruction on the components of academic honesty, as well 
as abiding by university policy on penalties for cheating and plagiarism.  
 



DEFINITION OF ACADEMIC DISHONESTY: 
 
Academic dishonesty includes both cheating and plagiarism. Cheating includes but is not limited to (1) 
using or attempting to use unauthorized materials to aid in achieving a better grade on a component of a 
class; (2) the falsification or invention of any information, including citations, on an assigned exercise; 
and/or (3) helping or attempting to help another in an act of cheating or plagiarism. Plagiarism is presenting 
the words or ideas of another person as if they were your own. Examples of plagiarism are (1) submitting 
an assignment as if it were one's own work when, in fact, it is at least partly the work of another; (2) 
submitting a work that has been purchased or otherwise obtained from an Internet source or another source; 
and (3) incorporating the words or ideas of an author into one's paper without giving the author due credit. 
 
Please read the complete policy at http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic_integrity.asp 
 
WITHHELD GRADES SEMESTER GRADES POLICY (A-54):  
 
Ordinarily, at the discretion of the instructor of record and with the approval of the academic chair/director, 
a grade of WH will be assigned only if the student cannot complete the course work because of 
unavoidable circumstances. Students must complete the work within one calendar year from the end of the 
semester in which they receive a WH, or the grade automatically becomes an F. If students register for the 
same course in future terms the WH will automatically become an F and will be counted as a repeated 
course for the purpose of computing the grade point average.  
 
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES: 
 
To obtain disability-related accommodations, alternate formats and/or auxiliary aids, students with 
disabilities must contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS), Human Services Building, Room 325, 
468-3004 / 468-1004 (TDD) as early as possible in the semester. Once verified, ODS will notify the course 
instructor and outline the accommodation and/or auxiliary aids to be provided.  Failure to request services 
in a timely manner may delay your accommodations. For additional information, go to 
http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/ 
 
ACCEPTABLE STUDENT BEHAVIOR: 
 
Classroom behavior should not interfere with the instructor’s ability to conduct the class or the ability of 
other students to learn from the instructional program (see the Student Conduct Code, policy D-34.1). 
Unacceptable or disruptive behavior will not be tolerated. Students who disrupt the learning environment 
may be asked to leave class and may be subject to judicial, academic or other penalties. This prohibition 
applies to all instructional forums, including electronic, classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. 
The instructor shall have full discretion over what behavior is appropriate/inappropriate in the classroom. 
Students who do not attend class regularly or who perform poorly on class projects/exams may be referred 
to the Early Alert Program.  This program provides students with recommendations for resources or other 
assistance that is available to help SFA students succeed. 
 
Assignments Explained: 

• Storymatic Activities 
o Throughout the semester students will be provided prompts via the Storymatic prompt 

tool. Each assignment will require to write and submit a brief script based on the unique 
prompt. Instructions for each assignment will be given at appropriate points in the 
semester. 

• Character Development Grid 
o As you develop the framework for your pilot script, you will begin by creating a basic 

Character Development Grid.  In this assignment you will outline the primary characters 
in your series. Additional instructions for assignment will be given at appropriate point in 
the semester. 
 



• Spec Script Project 
o This will be the main writing assignment students will work on during this course.  

Students will work in small groups to write an original episode of a pre-existing 
television series.  This spec script must follow the basic dynamic of the show and the 
main characters must be true to their character from the show.  Students will submit a 
first draft that will be peer reviewed, make corrections, and then submit a clean version at 
the end of the semester.  Additional instructions will be provided throughout the 
semester. 

 
 
GRADING: 
 
• Lesson Discussions Completion “Quizzes”    10% 
• Storymatic Activities       20% 
• Character Development Grid      10% 
• Treatment        10% 
• Pilot Episode Project (Peer Review)     20%  

o First Draft     10% 
o Peer Review     10% 

• Pilot Episode Project (Final Draft)     30% 

Timeliness is ESSENTIAL within the media!  Projects will be accepted the day they are due or before.  
NO ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER DUE DATE unless discussed at least 24 hours 
prior to class. 
  



 
Date Topics / Assignments Book Reading Activities 
Week 1 
July 14 
Module 1 

Getting Started Module 
• Course Introduction 
• Course Objectives 
• MCM 421 Syllabus  
• The Storymatic Classic (Optional)  
• Storymatic Explained 

Module 1: Writing for Effective Visual 
Storytelling 

• Module 1 Overview 
• Read and Watch Activity  

 Lesson 1 
Discussion  

        
Week 1 
July 15 
Module 1 
  

•  Formatting a Screenplay Hilliard p. 384-398 
Hilliard p. 402-434 

Lesson 2 
Discussion 
Assign Writing 
Teams 
Assign Spec 
Project 
 
 

        
Week 1 
July 16 
Module 1 

• Module 1 Summary   Read & Watch 
Due  

        
Week 2 
July 20 
Module 2 
  

Module 2: Form, Genre & Treatment 
• Module 2 Overview 
• What is a Treatment 
• Sample Pitch and Treatment 
• How to Write a Television Show  

Hilliard p. 52-66 Lesson 3 
Discussion  

        
Week 2 
July 21 
Module 2 

•  The 4-5 Act Television Script Format  
• Discussing Dramatic Structure  

 Hilliard p. 399-401 Storymatic 1 
Prompt 
Storymatic 1 
(Sumbit) 

        
Week 2 
July 22 
Module 2 

• The Rules of Series TV - Essay by Pamela 
Douglas 

 Treatment 
(Submit) 
Lesson 5 
Discussion 

        
Week 2 
July 23 
Module 2 
  

• Module 2 Summary Hilliard p. 434-436  

        
Week 3 
July 27 
Module 3 

 Module 3: Character Development 
• Module 3 Overview  
• So You Want To: Develop Character 

Personality  
• Character Grid Assignment 
• Psych Character Development Chart 

 Lesson 7 
Discussion  



        
Week 3 
July 28 
Module 3 

• Character Tropes 
• The Nine Character Alignments 

  Storymatic 2 
Prompt 
 
Storymatic 2 
(Submit) 

        
Week 3 
July 29 
Module 3 

• Character Development 
• Character Questionnaire 

 Character 
Development 
Grid 
Lesson 9 
Discussion 
 

        
Week 3 
July 30 
Module 3 

•  Character Building Exercises 
• Module 3 Summary 

  

        
Week 4 
Aug 3 
Module 4 

• First draft of Spec Project due by noon   Spec Script 
Project  
(First Draft) 

        
Week 4 
Aug 4 
Module 4 

• What is a Story Arc? 
• Building a Multi-Season Story Arc 

 Storymatic 3 
Prompt 
Storymatic 3 
(Submit) 

        
Week 4 
Aug 5 
Module 4 

•  The 8-point story arc 
• Story Arcs vs. Stand Alones 

 Lesson 11 
Discussion  

        
Week 4 
Aug 6 
Module 4 

• Peer Review of Spec Project due by noon  Spec Script 
Project  
(Peer Review)  

        
Week 5 
Aug 10 
Module  
5 

Module 5: Proofing and Review 
• Module 5 Overview 
• Work on Semester Project 

 Final Project 
Discussion  

        
Week 5 
Aug 11 
Module 5 

• Work on Semester Project     

        
Week 5 
Aug 12 
Module 5 

• Complete Semester Project   Spec Script 
Project 
(Final Draft) 
  

        
Week 5 
Aug 13 
Module 5 

      

        



 


