
MTH 138: College Algebra 
Syllabus and Course Policy Sheet 

Summer II, 2015 
 

Instructor: Mrs. Robin Sullivan               Office: Math 343  
Email:  SullivanRK@sfasu.edu      Phone: 936-468-1777 (office) 
Class meeting time and room:  MTWR:  8:00 am – 9:55 am, Math 204 
Office Hours: Office hours will be posted to the d2l newsfeed on a weekly basis 
   
           
Required Materials 
Book: College Algebra, 11th edition by Lial, Hornsby, Schneider, Daniels. 
Online: MyMathLab online homework system 
Calculator: A scientific calculator is required. You will not be allowed to use a calculator on a portion of each 

exam.  Your calculator cannot have solving capabilities.  See me outside of class if you have any 
questions about your calculator’s acceptability. I will be using the TI-30XS Multiview. Students may 
not share calculators or use other electronic devices during an exam. 

 
 
 

Course Description 
The core of this course is representing problems in mathematical terms then solving them.  This is called 
mathematical modeling.  We will particularly focus on solving equations, creating and interpreting functions, and 
graphically representing mathematical models. We will focus primarily on six models: linear, quadratic, higher 
polynomial, rational, exponential and logarithmic functions. Since it is difficult to make use of math without being 
able to read and communicate in the language of mathematics, this will be a focus of the course. 
 
 
 

Student Learning Outcomes 
At the end of this course, successful students will be able to:  

 Employ independence of thought in order to obtain solutions to typical algebraic problems. 
 Solve algebraic equations. 
 Demonstrate comprehension of the algebraic properties involved in solving algebraic equations. 
 Read and interpret written mathematics. 
 Communicate mathematics and logic at a college level. 
 Use technology to evaluate solutions arrived at mathematically and intelligently interpret the results. 
 Use functions to model and solve real-world problems. 

This is a general education core curriculum course and no specific program learning outcomes for the major in 
mathematics are addressed in this course.  

 
 
General Exemplary Educational Objectives 
All general education mathematics sequences in the state of Texas should equip students:  

 To apply arithmetic, algebraic, geometric, higher-order thinking, and statistical methods to modeling and 
solving real-world situations.   

 To represent and evaluate basic mathematical information verbally, numerically, graphically, and 
symbolically.   

 To expand mathematical reasoning skills and formal logic to develop convincing mathematical arguments.   
 To use appropriate technology to enhance mathematical thinking and understanding and to solve 

mathematical problems and judge the reasonableness of the results.   
 To interpret mathematical models such as formulas, graphs, tables and schematics, and draw inferences 

from them.   
 To develop the view that mathematics is an evolving discipline, interrelated with human culture, and 

understand its connections to other disciplines. 

 
 
 

mailto:SullivanRK@sfasu.edu


Grading Policy                                              Test Dates (tentative)          Grading Scale 
 10% MyMathLab HW and Quizzes Exam 1: July 22nd  
 5% Participation Grade Exam 2: July 30th  
 60% Exams (3 @ 20% each) Exam 3: August 11th  
        25% Comprehensive Final Exam  Final Exam: August 14th  
           
           

 
Final Exam 

 The final exam for this course will be given on Friday, August 14th, from 8 am – 10 am, in the normal 
classroom.  The final exam is mandatory and comprehensive. You must work hard to understand the 
material throughout the entire semester in order to do well on the final exam. 

 Your final exam grade can replace your lowest exam grade. It can only replace one exam grade. 
  

 

General Policies and Information 
 You earn your grade by communicating your understanding of the material on the exams. Clearly 

communicating mathematics will be essential in this course. 
 Students are expected to respect the learning environment of their fellow students.  Students who disrupt 

this environment, or who demonstrate a lack of interest in participating in class will be asked to leave (and 
counted absent).  

 You are responsible for bringing your calculator, pencil and paper each day. I highly recommend having a 
couple different colored highlighters also. 

 
 

Desire2Learn (D2L) 
 You are responsible for checking d2l daily (https://d2l.sfasu.edu).  
 I post announcements, files and grades to d2l throughout the semester. 
 There are certain times during the semester when you will need to print off files from d2l and bring them 

with you to class. 
 
 
Participation Grade  

 5% of your course grade is your participation grade. As long as you pull your weight as a student, this 
should be an easy 5% to earn. 

 Each non-exam class period will be broken into two parts. We will take a short break roughly halfway 
through each day. You will receive a participation score for the first part and a participation score for the 
second part. We have 16 non-exam class periods which means there are 32 total participation scores.  

 How is my participation score calculated? 
o You have 100 points that can be potentially recorded for each participation score 
o If you are late to class (no more than 10 minutes late), you will have 50 points deducted.  
o If you are late to class (more than 10 minutes late), you will have 100 points deducted.  
o If you come back from break late, you will have 50 points deducted.  
o If you use your cell phone (or any other unauthorized electronic device) for any reason, you will 

have 100 points deducted. 
o If you are off task or disturbing other students, you will have 100 points deducted. 
o If you are absent for the entire day, you will receive a 0 for both participation scores from that day.  

 At the end of the semester, your 2 lowest participation scores will be dropped.  
 This is designed to help you to do well in the course. To be successful, you must stay focused during class.  

 
 

Make-up Policies 
 There are no make-up exams for any reason. 

 
 
 
 
 

Grade ≥ 90% A 

80% ≤ Grade < 90% B 

70% ≤ Grade < 80% C 

60% ≤ Grade < 70% D 

Grade < 60% F 

https://d2l.sfasu.edu/


MyMathLab Information 
 You must setup MyMathLab and start working on the assignments on the first day of class. You cannot 

afford to fall behind. 
 All graded homework and quizzes for this course are found online at www.mymathlab.com.  Students will 

need to create an account in order to access the assignments.   
 Check d2l for instructions on setting up your account. 
 You are responsible for all due dates on MyMathLab. There are homework assignments as well as quizzes 

on MyMathLab. 
 At the end of the semester, your three lowest MyMathLab homework scores will be dropped and your two 

lowest MyMathLab quizzes will be dropped. 
 MyMathLab Homework Late Penalty Policy 

o To do well on the exams, you must keep up with the homework and ask questions as you need to. 
There are times that things come up and you need a little extra time with the homework. For this 
reason, there is a late penalty policy in effect for MyMathLab homework only.  

o There is a penalty of 25% per day for each late homework assignment.  
 There is not a late penalty policy for quizzes on MyMathLab. You must complete all quizzes by the due date. 
 All MyMathLab work MUST be completed by August 13th at 11:59 pm. Any work completed after this time 

will not be graded.  
 If you ever have trouble with MyMathLab, close your browser and restart in a different browser. Do not use 

Safari as your browser. I recommend Google Chrome or Firefox. 
 The MyMathLab portion of a student’s grade will be calculated by averaging the homework average and 

quiz average.   
 

 

 

University Policies 
 Academic Integrity (A-9.1) Academic integrity is a responsibility of all university faculty and students. 

Faculty members promote academic integrity in multiple ways including instruction on the components of 
academic honesty, as well as abiding by university policy on penalties for cheating and plagiarism.  
Definition of Academic Dishonesty Academic dishonesty includes both cheating and plagiarism. Cheating 
includes but is not limited to (1) using or attempting to use unauthorized materials to aid in achieving a 
better grade on a component of a class; (2) the falsification or invention of any information, including 
citations, on an assigned exercise; and/or (3) helping or attempting to help another in an act of cheating or 
plagiarism. Plagiarism is presenting the words or ideas of another person as if they were your own. 
Examples of plagiarism are (1) submitting an assignment as if it were one's own work when, in fact, it is at 
least partly the work of another; (2) submitting a work that has been purchased or otherwise obtained from 
an Internet source or another source; and (3) incorporating the words or ideas of an author into one's paper 
without giving the author due credit.  Please read the complete policy at 
http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic_integrity.asp 
 

 Withheld Grades Semester Grades Policy (A-54) Ordinarily, at the discretion of the instructor of record 
and with the approval of the academic chair/director, a grade of WH will be assigned only if the student 
cannot complete the course work because of unavoidable circumstances. Students must complete the work 
within one calendar year from the end of the semester in which they receive a WH, or the grade 
automatically becomes an F. If students register for the same course in future terms the WH will 
automatically become an F and will be counted as a repeated course for the purpose of computing the grade 
point average. 
The circumstances precipitating the request must have occurred after the last day in which a student could 
withdraw from a course.  Students requesting a WH must be passing the course with a minimum projected 
grade of C.  
 

 Students with Disabilities To obtain disability related accommodations, alternate formats and/or 
auxiliary aids, students with disabilities must contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS), Human 
Services Building, and Room 325, 468-3004 / 468-1004 (TDD) as early as possible in the semester.  Once 
verified, ODS will notify the course instructor and outline the accommodation and/or auxiliary aids to be 
provided.  Failure to request services in a timely manner may delay your accommodations. For additional 
information, go to http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/. 
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MTH 138 Tentative Schedule 
Summer II 2015 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 
 

7/14  
1.1 Linear Equations 
1.2 Linear Modeling 

7/15 
1.4 Quad. Equations 
1.5 Quad. Modeling 

7/16 
1.6 Other Equations 
1.8 Abs Val Equations 

7/17 
No Class 

7/20 
2.1 Graphs of Eqns 
2.2 Circles 

7/21 
Catch Up and Review 
(if possible) 

7/22 
Exam 1 

7/23 
2.3 Functions 
2.4 Linear Functions 

7/24 
No Class 

7/27 
2.5 Linear Models 
3.6 Direct Variation 
2.6 Function 
Graphs 

7/28 
2.7 Transformations 
2.8 Function 
Operations 

7/29 
3.1 Quad. Models 
3.2 Synthetic Division 
Review (if possible) 

7/30 
Exam 2 
 

7/31 
No Class 

8/3 
3.3 Zeros of Polys 
3.4 Poly Functions 
 

8/4 
3.5 Rational Functions 
4.1 Inverse Functions 

8/5 
4.2 Expo. Functions 
4.3 Log. Functions 

8/6 
4.4 Evaluating Logs 
4.5 Exp/Log Solving 

8/7 
No Class 

8/10 
Catch Up and 
Review (if 
possible) 

8/11 
Exam 3 

8/12 
4.6 Expo/Log Models 
5.1 Systems 

8/13 
Catch Up and Review 
(if possible) 

8/14 
Comprehensive 
Final Exam 
8 am – 10 am 

 
Daily Tasks 

 Read back through your class notes making sure that you can work through the problems on your own. You 
want to make sure that you understand each step (not that you can just duplicate it). 

 Check MyMathLab for homework assignments and quizzes 
 Work through suggested problems from the textbook from the sections that we have covered during lecture 
 Check d2l for files posted, announcements made and anything else that is on d2l 
 The AARC will hold walk-in table hours. I will post them to d2l as soon as they are announced. This is a great 

and free resource. 

 
More Exam Information 

 This course as a whole is comprehensive. We will constantly be building on material that we have already 
covered. For that reason, the exams are naturally comprehensive. You are responsible for all material 
covered in the course leading up to each exam.  With that being said, the following bullets give you the 
sections that will be the main focus of each exam: 

o Exam 1: 1.1, 1.2, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.8, 2.1, 2.2 
o Exam 2: 2.3, 2.4, 2.5, 3.6, 2.6, 2.7, 2.8, 3.1, 3.2 
o Exam 3:3.3, 3.4, 3.5, 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5 
o Final Exam: All material covered in the course 

 

 

 
 


