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MTH 138 (College Algebra) 
Syllabus and Course Policy Sheet 

Summer II, 2015 
 

Instructor: John Sullivan              Office: Math 326  
Email:  sullivanjb1@sfasu.edu    Phone:  936-468-7026 (office) 
           936-468-3805 (Math Dept.) 
 
Class meeting time and room:  Section .002  MTWR:  10:15 am  –  12:10 pm, Math 204 
           
Office Hours:   MTWR: 1:00 pm – 2:30 pm 
       
Required Materials 
Book: College Algebra, 11

th
 edition by Lial, Hornsby, Schneider, Daniels. 

Online: MyMathLab online homework system 
Calculator: A scientific calculator is required. There will be times when a calculator is not allowed.  Calculators with 

solving capabilities (e.g., Ti-89 or higher, or Ti-Nspire series) are prohibited for this course.  An excellent, 
inexpensive calculator for this class is the Ti-36XS Multiview (less than $20 online).  See me outside of class 
if you have any questions about your calculator’s acceptability. 

 

Course Description 
The core of this course is representing problems in mathematical terms then solving them.  This is called mathematical 
modeling.  We will particularly focus on solving equations, creating and interpreting functions, and graphically 
representing mathematical models. We will focus primarily on six models: linear, quadratic, higher polynomial, rational, 
exponential and logarithmic functions. Since it is difficult to make use of math without being able to read and 
communicate in the language of mathematics, this will be a focus of the course. 
 
 

Student Learning Outcomes 
At the end of this course, successful students will be able to:  

 Employ independence of thought in order to obtain solutions to typical algebraic problems. 

 Solve algebraic equations. 

 Demonstrate comprehension of the algebraic properties involved in solving algebraic equations. 

 Read and interpret written mathematics. 

 Communicate mathematics and logic at a college level. 

 Use technology to evaluate solutions arrived at mathematically, and intelligently interpret the results. 

 Use functions to model and solve real-world problems. 
This is a general education core curriculum course and no specific program learning outcomes for the major in 
mathematics are addressed in this course.  

 
General Exemplary Educational Objectives 
All general education mathematics sequences in the state of Texas should equip students:  

 To apply arithmetic, algebraic, geometric, higher-order thinking, and statistical methods to modeling and solving 
real-world situations.   

 To represent and evaluate basic mathematical information verbally, numerically, graphically, and symbolically.   

 To expand mathematical reasoning skills and formal logic to develop convincing mathematical arguments.   

 To use appropriate technology to enhance mathematical thinking and understanding and to solve mathematical 
problems and judge the reasonableness of the results.   

 To interpret mathematical models such as formulas, graphs, tables and schematics, and draw inferences from 
them.   

 To develop the view that mathematics is an evolving discipline, interrelated with human culture, and understand 
its connections to other disciplines. 
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Graded Course Components:  Your overall course grade is made up of 4 components; each is discussed in 
detail below, in order from lowest to highest percentage of your overall grade: 
 

1. Attendance (5% of course grade):  You are expected to attend class each day, arriving on time.  Be 
prepared to participate in the lecture, asking questions about concepts you find difficult.  Every class 
day, there will be a brief five-minute break midway through the period.  Attendance will be checked 
both before and after the break.  You earn attendance points by being physical and mentally present 
for lecture. 
 
How is my Attendance Grade calculated?  Since there are 16 class days (excluding regular exam days), 
there are a total of 16 × 2 = 32 possible attendance points.  Your attendance grade will be based on 
the percentage of 30 attendance points you earn (this allows for you to miss one class for whatever 
reason).  
 

2. MyMathLab Combined Average (10% of course grade):  All daily work in this course will be completed 
using MyMathLab (MML), the online homework program that is paired to your textbook.  Most 
textbook sections we’ll cover have a corresponding homework assignment (28 total), and several 
sections are combined in each quiz (7 total).  The homework assignments have several tools available 
to help you solve the problems, and you are given several chances to earn credit for each problem.  
The quizzes are more challenging; you are given one chance per problem, and the assistance tools are 
disabled.  You may take each quiz twice, and the higher grade will be recorded.  It is strongly 
recommended that you not attempt the quiz until you are quite comfortable with the material 
covered. 
 
Due dates for all MML homework and quizzes will fall the evening before each exam.  You may submit 
assignments after the due date, but you will incur a 25% penalty for each day late.  Please note that 
the final three assignments are due by 11:59 pm, August 13th.  The MML course will close at that time 
to allow for grade calculation. 
 
If you already have a MML account, you can sign-in using your old credentials, and add our course.  
Otherwise, you must create a new MML account.  The procedure for creating your account is 
explained in the “Setting Up MML Account” pdf found on D2L.  Your name must appear on the MML 
roster before class on Wednesday, July 15th, or you will incur a 10% penalty on your MML Combined 
Average. 
 
How is my MyMathLab Combined Average calculated? 

1. Compute your MML Homework Average by dropping your 3 lowest homework grades, and 
finding the average of the remaining 25 assignments 
 

2. Compute your MML Quiz Average by dropping your 2 lowest quiz grades, and finding the 
average of the remaining 5 quizzes 
 

3. Your MML Combined Average is the average of the values you computed in steps 1 and 2 
 

3. Regular Exams (60% of course grade):  There are three regular exams over the course of the semester, 
each worth 20% of your overall grade.  On exam days, we will begin class with a 20-minute review 
period, where students are free to ask questions about the material covered by the exam.  Afterwards, 
students will be given the remainder of the class period to complete the exam.     
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4. Final Exam (25% of course grade*):  The final exam will be given on Friday, August 14th, from 10:15 to 
12:15, in our normal classroom.  No alternate arrangements will be permitted.  If your final exam 
grade exceeds your lowest regular exam grade, then the final exam grade will replace it (in that case, 
your final exam grade will make up 45% of your overall course grade). 

 
Grading Policy       Grading Scale Test Dates (tentative) 
 10% MyMathLab HW and Quizzes 90% - 100% A   See course schedule 
 5% Attendance (2x daily) 80% - 90% B 
 60% Exams (3 @ 20% each) 70% - 80% C  
        25% Comprehensive Final Exam  60% - 70% D  
       100% Final Course Grade 0% - 60% F  
           
  

Tutoring 
 You are encouraged to visit the Walk-In Tables at the AARC (first floor of library, right side).  Tutoring 

times are being finalized, and will be available here:  https://library.sfasu.edu/aarc/walk-in-tables  
 

General Policies and Information 
 You earn your grade by communicating your understanding of the material on the exams. Clearly 

communicating mathematics will be essential in this course. 
 

 Do not wait to start the MML assignments until the evening they are due.  Instead, attempt the 
homework early, so you can get help if needed. 

 

 It is expected that you will come to class prepared to fulfill your in-class duties by following along with 
notes and asking questions whenever necessary.  Disturbing other students, talking, or using your 
phone during class, besides being rude, are all ways to fail in fulfilling your obligations to the class.  Do 
not waste my time, or yours, by bringing this behavior into the classroom. 

 

 You must present a valid form of photo ID in order to sit for class exams. 
 

 You may use your (approved) calculator on exams, but you must present it to me so that I may clear 
the memory.  Note:  a portion of each exam must be completed without using a calculator.   

 

 Students may not share calculators or use other electronic devices during an exam. 
 

 

Desire2Learn (D2L) 
 Important course dates (assignment due dates, exam dates) are posted on the course calendar in D2L.  

Additional material, such as problem worksheets, will appear under the Content tab on D2L.  I will post 
grades, news, and other important information on D2L throughout the semester.  You can customize 
your notification settings on D2L to receive this information via email and/or text message.  
Accordingly, you are responsible for any information posted to D2L.  If you are unfamiliar with the D2L 
site, I can answer any of your questions during office hours. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://library.sfasu.edu/aarc/walk-in-tables
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University Policies 
 Academic Integrity (A-9.1) Academic integrity is a responsibility of all university faculty and students. Faculty 

members promote academic integrity in multiple ways including instruction on the components of academic 
honesty, as well as abiding by university policy on penalties for cheating and plagiarism.  
Definition of Academic Dishonesty Academic dishonesty includes both cheating and plagiarism. Cheating includes 
but is not limited to (1) using or attempting to use unauthorized materials to aid in achieving a better grade on a 
component of a class; (2) the falsification or invention of any information, including citations, on an assigned 
exercise; and/or (3) helping or attempting to help another in an act of cheating or plagiarism. Plagiarism is 
presenting the words or ideas of another person as if they were your own. Examples of plagiarism are (1) 
submitting an assignment as if it were one's own work when, in fact, it is at least partly the work of another; (2) 
submitting a work that has been purchased or otherwise obtained from an Internet source or another source; 
and (3) incorporating the words or ideas of an author into one's paper without giving the author due credit.  
Please read the complete policy at http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic_integrity.asp 

 Withheld Grades Semester Grades Policy (A-54) Ordinarily, at the discretion of the instructor of record and with 
the approval of the academic chair/director, a grade of WH will be assigned only if the student cannot complete 
the course work because of unavoidable circumstances. Students must complete the work within one calendar 
year from the end of the semester in which they receive a WH, or the grade automatically becomes an F. If 
students register for the same course in future terms the WH will automatically become an F and will be counted 
as a repeated course for the purpose of computing the grade point average. 
The circumstances precipitating the request must have occurred after the last day in which a student could 
withdraw from a course.  Students requesting a WH must be passing the course with a minimum projected grade 
of C.  

 Students with Disabilities To obtain disability related accommodations, alternate formats and/or auxiliary aids, 
students with disabilities must contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS), Human Services Building, and Room 
325, 468-3004 / 468-1004 (TDD) as early as possible in the semester.  Once verified, ODS will notify the course 
instructor and outline the accommodation and/or auxiliary aids to be provided.  Failure to request services in a 
timely manner may delay your accommodations. For additional information, go to 
http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/. 

 

Tentative Course Schedule 

Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

7/13/15 - 7/17/15  
1.1 Linear Equations 

1.2 Linear Modeling 

1.4 Quad. Equations 

1.5 Quad. Modeling 

1.6 Other Equations 

1.8 Abs Val Equations 

7/20/15 - 7/24/15 
2.1 Graphs of Eqns 

2.2 Circles 

Equation Solving 1.0 

Review 
Exam I 

2.3 Functions 

2.4 Linear Functions 

7/27/15 - 7/31/15 

2.5 Linear Models 

3.6 Direct Variation 

2.6 Function Graphs 

2.7 Transformations 

2.8 Function Operations 

3.1 Quad. Models 

3.2 Synthetic Division 

Review 
Exam II 

8/3/15 - 8/7/15 
3.3 Zeros of Polys 

3.4 Poly Functions 

3.5 Rational Functions 

4.1 Inverse Functions 

4.2 Expo. Functions 

4.3 Log. Functions 

4.4 Evaluating Logs 

4.5 Exp/Log Solving 

8/10/15 - 8/14/15 
Equation Solving 2.0 

Review 
Exam III 

4.6 Expo/Log Models 

5.1 Systems 
Review 

 

Final Exam 

 

Friday, August 14
th

   

 

http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic_integrity.asp
http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/

