
History 133: The United States 1000-1877

Section 001 Maymester 2015

Instructor information
Professor:  Andrew Lannen
Office:  360 Liberal Arts North
Phone:  468-2072
Email:  lannenac@sfasu.edu
Office Hours: MTWRF 10:15-11:15
Class time and Location: MTWRF 11:30-2:25, F474

Course Description
A comprehensive survey of American history from early explorations through 
Reconstruction. Meets Texas state requirements for all graduates.

Required Readings
● Frederick Douglass, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass ISBN 0486284999



Course Requirements and Grading Scale
     Your course grade will be determined by two exams and one quiz. The dates of 
quizzes and exams are noted on the class schedule in bold type. While attendance 
is not a formal part of your grade, it is required. Any student who misses more than
two class days unexcused will not pass the class.

Exams  2 @ 100 pts each  200 points
Douglass Quiz 50 pts     50 points

A 225-250
B 200-224
C 175-199
D 150-174
F 000-149

General Education Core Curriculum Objectives and Student Learning 
Outcomes
HIS 133 is part of the university’s Core Curriculum and as such strives towards both the 
general goals of the core and the specific objectives for classes designated for inclusion in 
the American History Foundational Component Area as defined by the Texas Higher 
Education Coordinating Board.  

Courses in this Foundational Component Area focus on the consideration of past events and 
ideas relative to the United States. 

Courses in this area, such as HIS 133, include instruction in the interaction among 
individuals, communities, states, the nation, and the world, considering how these 
interactions have contributed to the development of the United States and its global role.  

In addition to learning the above, students in HIS 133 will demonstrate the more general 
ability to:

 Think critically, which includes the ability to analyze, evaluate, and synthesize   
information about this period of history.

 Communicate effectively by developing and expressing ideas through written and visual 
communication.

 Gain intercultural competence, a knowledge of civic responsibility, and an awareness of 
how humans in the past have engaged effectively in regional, national, and global 
communities.



 Understand the role that personal responsibility has played throughout history and gain 
the ability to connect choices, actions, and consequences to making ethical decisions.

  

Program Learning Outcomes
This is a general education core curriculum course and no specific program learning 
outcomes for history majors are addressed in this course.

Exams
     There are two exams in the course. Each test will consist of a multiple choice 
section and a short answer section. Exams (both midterm and final) last 1 hour and
15 minutes. On the day of the midterm exam, you are free to go after handing 
yours in. We will not have class on that same day following the exam.

Quiz
     There is one quiz in the course that will cover the Frederick Douglass book. The 
quiz will be a combination of multiple choice and short answer. A study guide is 
available on D2L to help you pick out the most important ideas in the book.

Makeups
If an illness or emergency causes you to miss an exam or quiz, please let me know 
in advance or as soon as possible after the fact. If your documented   reason for 
missing the quiz or exam is acceptable, you will need to take a makeup.



Academic Integrity
Academic integrity is a responsibility of all university faculty and students. Faculty members 
promote academic integrity in multiple ways including instruction on the components of 
academic honesty, as well as abiding by university policy on penalties for cheating and 
plagiarism. 

Definition of Academic Dishonesty
Academic dishonesty includes both cheating and plagiarism. Cheating includes but is not 
limited to (1) using or attempting to use unauthorized materials to aid in achieving a better 
grade on a component of a class; (2) the falsification or invention of any information, 
including citations, on an assigned exercise; and/or (3) helping or attempting to help 
another in an act of cheating or plagiarism. Plagiarism is presenting the words or ideas of 
another person as if they were your own. Examples of plagiarism are (1) submitting an 
assignment as if it were one's own work when, in fact, it is at least partly the work of 
another; (2) submitting a work that has been purchased or otherwise obtained from an 
Internet source or another source; and (3) incorporating the words or ideas of an author 
into one's paper without giving the author due credit.
     The punishment for cheating is an old-fashioned boiling in oil, or discipline in accordance
with official SFA rules and regulations, whichever of the two is lesser.  Please read the 
complete policy at http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic_integrity.asp

Students with Disabilities
To obtain disability related accommodations, alternate formats and/or auxiliary aids, 
students with disabilities must contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS), Human 
Services Building, and Room 325, 468-3004 / 468-1004 (TDD) as early as possible in the 
semester.  Once verified, ODS will notify the course instructor and outline the 
accommodation and/or auxiliary aids to be provided.  Failure to request services in a timely 
manner may delay your accommodations. For additional information, go to  
http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/.



Withheld Grades (Semester Grades Policy, A-54) 
Ordinarily, at the discretion of the instructor of record and with the approval of the academic
chair/director, a grade of WH will be assigned only if the student cannot complete the course
work because of unavoidable circumstances. Students must complete the work within one 
calendar year from the end of the semester in which they receive a WH, or the grade 
automatically becomes an F. If students register for the same course in future terms the WH
will automatically become an F and will be counted as a repeated course for the purpose of 
computing the grade point average. 

Cell Phones and other class disruptions
Only with reluctance have I been forced into a cell phone policy.  All cell phones should 
please either be turned off before class begins or left at home entirely. In emergency 
situations only you can put a phone on vibrate, but you must notify me at the beginning of 
class. Even standard ring tones are disruptive, but now that they are customizable, the 
sound can be horrific.
     The same common sense applies to conversations about topics not related to this class. I
encourage questions from students during lectures and believe class ends up being much 
more interesting when there is a give and take. However, personal topics of conversation 
with your neighbor can wait until after class.
     Repeat violators will be required to read all 32 volumes of the Encyclopedia Britannica 
from cover to cover and make a report on them entirely in classical Latin.  Don’t let this be 
you.

Schedule
M 18 Introduction

T 19 A Collision of Cultures

Film and Discussion: 500 Nations

Columbian Exchange

W 20 Jamestown and Colonial Virginia

Colonial New England

Colonial Society

R 21 British Empire in Crisis

Film and Discussion: Liberty

Declaring Independence

F 22 Legacies of Revolution

The Young Republic

Age of the Common Man

M 25 MEMORIAL DAY – NO CLASS

T 26 Midterm Examination

W 27 American Art & Literature

Film and Discussion: Lewis & Clark

Manifest Destiny



R 28 Quiz on Douglass; Discussion of Douglass

Slaves and Masters

To the Pacific!

F 29 North vs. South

Secession

The Civil War

June

M 1 Film and Discussion: Glory

T 2 Reconstruction

The Civil War's Legacies

W 3 Final Examination


