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HISTORY 134, section 001 – Maymester 2015 

U.S. History, 1877 – Present 

Professor: Dr. Paul J. P. Sandul, Ph.D. 

Email:  sandulpj@sfasu.edu 

Phone: 468-6643 

Office: Liberal Arts North (Vera Dugas) # 363 

Office Hours: MTWRF 8-9 am 

Department: History 

Class meeting place & time: Room = Ferguson # 472; MTWRF 9 am - 12:15 pm 

 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

HIS 134 is part of the university’s Core Curriculum and as such strives towards both the general 

goals of the core and the specific objectives for classes designated for inclusion in the American 

History Foundational Component Area as defined by the Texas Higher Education Coordinating 

Board.   

         

Courses in this Foundational Component Area focus on the consideration of past events and 

ideas relative to the United States.  

 

Courses in this area, such as HIS 134, include instruction in the interaction among individuals, 

communities, states, the nation, and the world, considering how these interactions have 

contributed to the development of the United States and its global role.   

 

In addition to learning the above, students in HIS 134 will demonstrate the more general ability 

to: 

 

 Think critically, which includes the ability to analyze, evaluate, and synthesize 

information about this period of history. 

 Communicate effectively by developing and expressing ideas through written and 

visual communication. 

 Gain intercultural competence, a knowledge of civic responsibility, and an awareness of 

how humans in the past have engaged effectively in regional, national, and global 

communities. 

 Understand the role that personal responsibility has played throughout history and gain 

the ability to connect choices, actions, and consequences to making ethical decisions. 

 

PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES:  

This is a general education core curriculum course and no specific program learning outcomes 

for this major are addressed in this course. 

 

STUDENT EXPECTATIONS: 

 Complete all reading assignments prior to the date on which they are listed in the syllabus;  

 Please refrain from talking in class during lectures, videos, or presentations; 

 Please do not read newspapers, magazines, or other class assignments in class during 

lectures, videos, or presentations; 

 Use laptops only for note taking; 
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 Do not use Ipods, cell phones, or any other gizmo in class; 

 Questions and discussion in class are encouraged;  

 Take exams and quizzes when scheduled;   

 Please show up on time (this is a politeness issue).   

 THE SYLLABUS IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE AT MY DISCRETION.    

 

REQUIRED TEXT & MATERIALS: 

TEXTBOOK:  

 Visions of America: A History of the United States, Vol. 2,  J. Keene, S. Cornell, E. 

O’Donnell, eds. 

 

 ADDITIONAL READING MATERIAL (Can be found on D2L):  

 Selected Readings on the Progressive Era 

 Selected Readings on the Japanese American Internment Experience 

 

COURSE EVALUATION & GRADING: 

1 Quiz on Readings and Videos -  30 points  

1 mid-term exam   -  50 points  

1 final exam    -  50 points  

Total                           130 points (100%)

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

 ATTENDANCE POLICY: 

Students are expected to attend all classes (helps “citizenship” too). 

 CLASS CITIZENSHIP: 
Strive to become a good class citizen. For starters, this class includes some discussion 

concerning several assigned readings. Therefore, attendance, on the one hand, is critical. On 

the other hand, you must be able to participate. That means you are required to have read 

everything assigned, preferably more than once. In addition, throughout the semester I will 

(a) call on students in class to talk; and (b) create non-scored assignments, like asking you to 

complete a 90-second essay. While these items are not scored, they go toward “citizenship” 

recognition—for being a good class citizen (or not). I like good class citizens. Nevertheless, 

let me be clear: I am not doing this to torment you because I am sadistic, but rather to 

implement proven teaching strategies, like the 90-second essay, to help you master the 

material better and perform superior on exams. 

 1 QUIZ ON READINGS AND VIDEOS (OUT OF 30 POINTS): 

There will be 1 quiz, worth 30 points with 15 questions (hence, each question is worth 2 

points). The quiz will be based on the selected readings (Progressive Era; and Japanese 

American Internment); and Videos (Chicago; and Emmet Till). Be sure to take notes to help.   

 MID-TERM & FINAL EXAMS (OUT OF 50 POINTS EACH): 

The mid-term and the final exams are the same format. You will be evaluated with 25 

multiple choice questions (worth 25 points) and an essay question (worth 25 points) for each. 

 

MISSING AN EXAM OR QUIZ 

 You cannot retake exams or quizzes (you can only do a make-up if you missed) 

GRADING SCALE (IN %):  

A   90-100             

B   80-89  

C   70-79  

D   60-69  

F    59 
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 You will need to inform me ahead of time that you will be missing an exam or quiz 

 You and I will agree on a window of time, no more than a week, for the make-up. 

o Note: If you miss the exam or a quiz and inform me of it after the fact, I will need a 

documented medical or legal excuse to allow you to do a make-up for full points. 

 

Academic Integrity (A-9.1) 

Academic integrity is a responsibility of all university faculty and students. Faculty members 

promote academic integrity in multiple ways including instruction on the components of 

academic honesty, as well as abiding by university policy on penalties for cheating and 

plagiarism.  

 

Definition of Academic Dishonesty 

Academic dishonesty includes both cheating and plagiarism. Cheating includes but is not limited 

to (1) using or attempting to use unauthorized materials to aid in achieving a better grade on a 

component of a class; (2) the falsification or invention of any information, including citations, on 

an assigned exercise; and/or (3) helping or attempting to help another in an act of cheating or 

plagiarism. Plagiarism is presenting the words or ideas of another person as if they were your 

own. Examples of plagiarism are (1) submitting an assignment as if it were one's own work 

when, in fact, it is at least partly the work of another; (2) submitting a work that has been 

purchased or otherwise obtained from an Internet source or another source; and (3) incorporating 

the words or ideas of an author into one's paper without giving the author due credit. 

 Please read the complete policy at http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic_integrity.asp 

 

Withheld Grades Semester Grades Policy (A-54)  

Please copy and paste the following information regarding Withheld Grades into your syllabus. 

Add additional information as needed to meet your departmental or course needs. 

Ordinarily, at the discretion of the instructor of record and with the approval of the 

academic chair/director, a grade of WH will be assigned only if the student cannot complete the 

course work because of unavoidable circumstances. Students must complete the work within one 

calendar year from the end of the semester in which they receive a WH, or the grade 

automatically becomes an F. If students register for the same course in future terms the WH will 

automatically become an F and will be counted as a repeated course for the purpose of 

computing the grade point average.  

 

Students with Disabilities 

To obtain disability related accommodations, alternate formats and/or auxiliary aids, students 

with disabilities must contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS), Human Services Building, 

and Room 325, 468-3004 / 468-1004 (TDD) as early as possible in the semester.  Once verified, 

ODS will notify the course instructor and outline the accommodation and/or auxiliary aids to be 

provided.  Failure to request services in a timely manner may delay your accommodations. For 

additional information, go to http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/. 

 

D2L: I use D2L for this class. Besides tracking your grade, I have also placed several important 

items there: *All the readings (as .PDF) for the quiz; * All the lecture PowerPoints; * Copy of 

the syllabus; * All Study Guides.  

 

http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic_integrity.asp
http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/
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COURSE CALENDAR:  The following is not a precise calendar of events but a tentative outline.  

 

 

 

Day 1 (5/18) 

 Introductions 

 Lecture 1: New South and the Wild West 

 Read for Lecture 1:  Visions of America, ch. 14, pp. 404-37; ch. 15, pp. 438-67. 

Day 2 (5/19) 

 Lecture 2: Industrialization and Labor 

 Video: Chicago: City of the Century, part 1 

 Read for Lecture 2:   Visions of America, ch. 16, pp. 468-97. 

Day 3 (5/20) 

 Lecture 3: Urbanization at the Turn of the Twentieth Century 

 Video: Chicago: City of the Century, part 2 

 Read for Lecture 3:  Visions of America, ch. 17, pp. 498-520, 522-27 & ch. 21, pp. 640-41. 

Day 4 (5/21) 

 Lecture 4: America and Its Discontents: Political Culture and Dissent at the Turn of the 

Twentieth Century 

 Additional Reading Materials to Discuss in Class (have read before class): Progressive Era 

 Read for Lecture 4: Visions of America, ch. 17, pp. 520-22, 526-27 & ch. 18, pp. 531-57. 

Day 5 (5/22) 

 Lecture 5: America Beyond National Boundaries: Policemen, Imperialism, and the Great War 

 Read for Lecture 5:  Visions of America, ch. 19, pp. 560-91 & ch. 20, pp. 592-623. 

 Review for Midterm 

Memorial Day 

(5/25) 
 No Class for Memorial Day 

Day 6 (5/26) 

 Midterm (first 1:15 hour of class) 

 Lecture 6 (rest of class): Modern America at the Turn of the Twentieth Century 

 Read for Lecture 6:  Visions of America, ch. 17, pp. 512-17; ch. 18, pp. 548-49; & ch. 21, pp. 

624-53. 

Day 7 (5/27) 

 Lecture 7: Great Depression and World War II 

 Additional Reading Materials to Discuss in Class (have read before class): Japanese American 

Internment Experience 

 Read for Lecture 7:  Visions of America, ch. 22, pp. 654-83 & ch. 23, pp. 684-717. 

Day 8 (5/28) 
 Lecture 8: The Fabulous Fifties: Cold War & Culture in Postwar America 

 Read for Lecture 8:  Visions of America, ch. 24, pp. 718-49; & ch. 25, pp. 750-64. 

Day 9 (5/29) 

 Lecture 9: Freedom is Not Enough: Civil Rights in the Twentieth Century 

 Video: Emmet Till 

 Read for Lecture 9:  Visions of America, ch. 25, pp. 765-77; ch. 27, pp. 819-27, 830-39; ch. 28, 

pp. 858-63. 

Day 10 (6/1) 

 Lecture 10: Vietnam and the Tumultuous Sixties 

 Read for Lecture 10:  Visions of America, ch. 26, pp. 778-809; ch. 27, pp. 810-18, 828-30, 839-

41. 

 Quiz on readings and videos 

Day 11 (6/2) 
 Finish any lecture material not covered 

 Review for Final 

Day 12 (6/3)  Final Exam 


