
Spring 2022 English Department Course Options 

 

The following courses will be offered this fall. Students should be aware that the offerings below are tentative and subject to change.  

 
Course 

 
Description 

 
Professor 

 
Meeting Time 
and Location 

 
Highlighted Texts 

or Authors 

ENGL 2307 
Introduction to 

Creative Writing 

We’ll cover the basics of writing poetry, both 
fixed form and free verse, and cover prose in 
nonfiction and fictional modes. Expect to read 
samples by published authors, write original 
poetry and prose, and engage in lively editing of 
peer work. 

Dr. McDermott 
468-2344 

mcdermotja@sfasu.edu 

MWF 10:00-10:50 
F177 

 

ENGL 2309 
Mythology 

This course introduces students to ancient 
cultures, such as the Sumerians, Babylonians, 
Hebrews, Greeks, and Romans, and the stories 
of these various cultures that are still a part of 
modern, Western civilization. During the 
course, students develop a foundation in 
mythology and the ancient world that allows 
them to explore not only the myths, plays, and 
epic stories from these ancient cultures, but 
enables them to look at modern culture and see 
how the past has influenced the present. 

Multiple sections and 
instructors. 

 Gilgamesh, the 
Old Testament, The 
Iliad, The Odyssey, 
Aeneid, the plays of 
Euripides and 
Aeschylus, various 
myths from 
different cultures 

ENGL 2311 
Technical Writing 
Criminal Justice 
Majors/Minors 

This section of Technical Writing focuses on each 
student’s individual career path within the 
criminal justice system when learning the four 
major assignments: letter writing, resume 
writing, report writing, and manual writing. We 
also cover proper email and memo writing. 

Sheila Rene’ Jones 
468-2205 

jonessr@sfasu.edu 

MWF 11:00-11:50 
F378 

 

ENGL 2311-010 
Technical Writing 

Honors 

Technical Writing, Honor’s section. 
Learn to write concise, correct, targeted prose in 
several professional and technical genres. Make a 
job portfolio, conduct practical research, write 
reports and communications. 

Dr. Marsden 
marsdensj@sfasu.edu 

MW 2:30-3:45 
F476 

 



ENGL 2322 
British Literature 

to 1800 

This online, 8-week course delivers a broad 
survey of British Literature to 1800, including 
the Medieval, Renaissance, and Long 
Eighteenth-Century eras. 

Dr. Tasker-Davis 
468-2487 

taskerea@sfasu.edu 

Online, 
asynchronous, 2nd 

8 week session 

Readings include 
Anglo Saxon 

elegies, Anglo 
Norman fables and 

romances, The 
Canterbury Tales, 
Elizabethan lyrics, 

Paradise Lost, 
Oroonoko, Rape of 
the Lock, and Bold 
Stroke for a Wife 

ENGL 2323 
British Literature 

from 1800 

This course delivers a broad survey of British 
Literature from 1800 to the present subdivided 
into the Romantic, Victorian, and Modern eras. 

  

Dr. Tasker-Davis 
468-2487 

taskerea@sfasu.edu 

MW 2:30-3:45 
F184 

Readings include 
Songs of Innocence 

and Experience, 
Lyrical Ballads, 
Manfred, Goblin 

Market, Dr. Jekyll 
and Mr. Hyde, 
Portrait of the 

Artist as a Young 
Man, and selected 

short stories 
ENGL 2327 
American 

Literature to 1865 

America.  How did we get to be this way? This 
course offers an exploration of foundational 
ideas and literary and philosophical movements 
and figures, from Cabeza de Vaca to Emily 
Dickinson. 

Dr. Marsden 
marsdensj@sfasu.edu 

TR 12:30-1:45 
F182 

Bradstreet, Paine, 
Poe, Hawthorne, 
Melville, Melville, 

Dickinson 

ENGL 2328 
American 

Literature from 
1865 

Fulfilling a core requirement or option for the 
English major, this course is an introductory 
survey that offers an exploration of 
foundational ideas and literary/philosophical 
movements from the last 160 years.  Students 
will engage such greater conversations as what 
it means to be “American” and how our national 
literature may fulfill or complicate such notions. 

Dr. Martin 
468-2007 

martinmj@sfasu.edu 

MWF 10:00-10:50 
F183 

Specifically, we will 
be reading such 
authors as Mark 

Twain, Jack 
London, Mary E. 
Wilkins Freeman, 
William Faulkner, 

William Carlos 
Williams, Ralph 
Ellison, Flannery 
O’Connor, Toni 
Morrison, etc. 

ENGL 2332 
World Literature 

to 1650 

Survey of world literature from origins to 1650. 
Key authors/texts will include Homer, the 
Bible, Virgil, Dante, Cervantes. 

Dr. West 
468-2498 

westkr@sfasu.edu 

TR 11:00-12:15 
F182 

Norton Anthology 
of World Literature 
vols. A-C. (4th ed.) 



ENGL 2333 
World Literature 

from 1650 

From The Enlightenment to the new millennium, 
we will explore a variety of texts (plays, short 
stories, and short novels) from around the 
world and consider what the literature tells us 
about the cultures and time periods from which 
they come, and what they can reveal and teach 
us about our present moment. 

Dr. Hoagland 
468-2413 

hoaglande@sfasu.edu 

MW 1:00-2:15 
F183 

Tartuffe, Candide, 
The Death of Ivan 

Ilych, A Doll’s 
House, The 

Metamorphosis, 
The Stranger, The 

Meursault 
Investigation, 
Station Eleven 

ENGL 2341 
Introduction to 

Literature 

An introduction to readings in literary genres 
such as poetry, drama, short stories, and novels. 
Readings include a broad spectrum of writers, 
periods, and topics, and they can be from 
British, World, or American literature. 

Multiple sections and 
instructors. 

  

ENGL 3308 
Contemporary  

World Literature 

Working with literature written after WWII, we 
will pursue the question: how does the novel 
imagine and “write” the contemporary world? 
To work through this question, we will read 
literature that examines imperialism, faith, war, 
oppression, trauma, and bodily autonomy, as 
well as consider the historical contexts which 
inform the novels featured in the course. 

Dr. Hoagland 
468-2413 

hoaglande@sfasu.edu 

TR 12:30-1:45 
F292 

 

The Sinners, In the 
Country of Men, 
Wide Sargasso 

Sea, Cereus Blooms 
at Night, “Men in 

the Sun,” 
Frankenstein in 

Baghdad, Waiting 
for the Barbarians, 

The Handmaid’s 
Tale 

ENGL 3316 
British 

Renaissance 
Literature 

This course provides a survey of British 
Literature in the 16th and 17th centuries.  Our 
theme will be emblems and intersections as 
evidenced in emblem books, poetry, drama, and 
prose. 

Dr. Tasker-Davis 
468-2487 

taskerea@sfasu.edu 

TR 2:00-3:15 
Ferg 183 

Wyatt, Howard, 
Sidney, Spenser, 

Elizabeth I, 
Shakespeare, 

Webster, Milton, 
and Cavendish 

English 3333 
American 

Modernism 

This will be a tighter survey of those writers and 
literary movements circa 1914-1945.  Of specific 
interest will be the Imagist school, post-war 
poetry, the “revolt from the village” discussion, 
the Harlem Renaissance, and writers of the 
“Lost Generation.” 

Dr. Martin 
468-2007 

martinmj@sfasu.edu 

MW 2:30-3:45 
F183 

Winesburg, Ohio, 
Home to Harlem, 

In Our Time, 
Cruise of the 

Rolling Junk, and 
such authors as 

Zora Neale 
Hurston, William 

Faulkner, 
Katherine Ann 

Porter, etc. 



ENGL 3346 
Film Topics: 

Genre/Auteur 

We’ll laser-focus on a particular subgenre of film, 
learn its rules, and look at its development and 
permutations in American and international 
cinema. 

Dr. Marsden 
marsdensj@sfasu.edu 

TR 9:30-10:15 
F182 

TBA: Currently 
considering the 

reluctant assassin 
film: This Gun for 

Hire, Le Samourai, 
The Killer, Leon, Le 

Femme Nikita, 
Tokyo Drifter, 

Unforgiven, Grosse 
Pointe Blank, 
Ghost Dog, In 

Bruges, Mr. Right, 
John Wick, 
Gunpowder 

Milkshake,  etc. 
ENGL 3356 

Young Adult 
Literature 

 

The course will be a broad study (both historical 
and topical) of Young Adult (YA) literature.  
During the course of the semester, students will 
debate how one defines YA literature, specific 
themes and/or concerns of the YA writing 
community, and the place of the reader in the 
YA world.  This is a course required of students 
minoring in Secondary Education, but open to 
anyone interested. 

  

Dr. Martin 
468-2007 

martinmj@sfasu.edu 

W 6:00-830 
F183 

John Green, Ashley 
Hope Perez, Patrick 

Ness, Libba Bray, 
Neil Shusterman, 

Nic Stone, Jay 
Asher, E. Lockhart 

ENGL 3359 
Intermediate 

Poetry Workshop 

In this course, students will investigate 
intermediate-level structural and technical 
elements of poetry, including the study of 
prosody, with opportunities for generative 
writing and peer workshop. The course will 
culminate in the study of a ground-breaking, 
Pulitzer Prize winning collection of poetry. 

Dr. Sara Henning 
468-2079 

henningsd@sfasu.edu 

TR 11:00-12:15 
F177 

Kim Addonizio, 
Jericho Brown, 

Natalie Goldberg, 
Dylan Thomas, 

Marilyn 
Nelson, Patricia 

Smith, Billy Collins 

ENGL 3361 
Intermediate 

Fiction Workshop 

Intensive focus on original student short stories. 
Expect to write several full-length stories 
(2000-4000) words and flash fictions (under 
1000 words). We’ll read stories from a diverse 
group of published writers. edit peer stories, 
and engage in lively workshop conversations. 
ENGL 2307 is a prerequisite for this course.
  

Dr. McDermott 
468-2344 

mcdermotja@sfasu.edu 

MWF 12:00-12:50 
F177 

 



ENGL 3362 
Intermediate  
Non-Fiction 
Workshop 

This course is meant to help students read, 
discuss, and write in a strange vein without a 
proper name. The nonfiction novel. Gonzo 
Journalism. New Journalism. Longform 
writing. Literary reportage. Creative journalism. 
To put it as simply as possible, this course is 
intended to move students out of their own 
brain (at least a little bit) and to investigate the 
world around us as a fertile source for material. 

Mr. Brininstool 
468-5759 

brininsta@sfasu.edu 

MW 2:30-3:45 
F177 

John D’Gata, Joan 
Didion, Jonathan 

Franzen 

 
ENGL 3373 

Technical and 
Professional 

Editing 
 

Course for students who plan to write 
professionally to polish writing skills and learn 
how a professional editor who works in 
publishing or industry sees and treats texts. 

Dr. Parks 
468-2239 

sara.parks@sfasu.edu 
 

TR 12:30-1:45 
F476 

HYWF 

n/a 

ENGL 3381 
Introduction to 

Literary Analysis 

This course will help students develop principles 
of analysis and application of a breadth of 
critical approaches to the literature they engage. 
Deep application of principles will be applied to 
various Southern Literary authors, including 
Flannery O’Connor, William Faulkner, Eudora 
Welty, and Caroline Gordon. Activities include a 
collaborative digital project. 

Dr. Whatley 
468-2o31 

swhatley@sfasu.edu 

online, 16-week This course will use 
three texts: Texts 
and Contexts, The 

Collected Stories of 
Flannery O’Connor 
and Stories of the 

Modern South 

ENGL 3381 
Introduction to 

Literary Analysis 

We’ll learn the basic tools to think about and 
write about literature, reading some formative 
essays on literary criticism and aesthetics, 
working on close reading, argumentation and 
essay writing, and learning research and 
documentation skills. 

Dr. Marsden 
marsdensj@sfasu.edu 

MWF 12:00-12:50 
F183 

The Norton 
Anthology of 

Literary Criticism,  
Moby-Dick 

 

ENGL 4312 
The Play’s the 

Thing 

This course will focus on developments in British 
drama spanning from the Medieval to the 
modern eras. 

Dr. Tasker-Davis 
468-2487 

taskerea@sfasu.edu 

TR 11:00-12:15 
Ferg 183 

Readings will 
include the 

medieval miracle 
play, many forms 

of tragedy and 
comedy, and 

modern realist, 
absurdist, and 

feminist drama. 



ENGL 4328 
Women and 

Science Fiction 

Explore the ways women have shaped science 
fiction as writers, readers, and theorists through 
the works of, among others, Octavia Butler, 
Ursula LeGuin, James Tiptree, Jr., Joanna 
Russ, Nnedi Okorafor, Naomi Alderman, and 
Vandana Singh, and how science fiction has 
been used by women as a space to challenge 
cultural norms and values, both on the page and 
on the screen (Aliens, Mad Max: Fury Road, 
Star Trek, etc.). 

 

Dr. Hoagland 
468-2413 

hoaglande@sfasu.edu 

TR 2:00-3:15 
F183 

The Woman Who 
Thought She Was a 
Planet, Binti, The 
Power, Kindred, 
All Systems Red, 
“The Ones Who 
Walk Away from 

Omelas,” 
“Bloodchild,” 

“Speech Sounds,” 
“The Artificial 

Man,” “No Woman 
Born” 

ENGL 4359 
Advanced Poetry 

Workshop 

This advanced studio writing course is meant to 
build on skills developed in English 3359: 
Intermediate Poetry. In this course, you will 
complete a culminating portfolio of 8-10 linked 
poems, with an introductory artist statement. 
During our time together, we will discuss issues 
related to poetic criticism and craft, read the 
work of four famous poets, and study 
workshopping strategies used in prestigious 
writing programs across the country. Because 
reading gives writers the best lens into 
understanding the successful craft-based 
choices employed by other writers, we will 
discuss our readings with a writerly eye. 

Dr. Sara Henning 
468-2079 

henningsd@sfasu.edu 

TR 3:30-4:45 
F177 

Jennifer Givhan, 
Cyrus Cassells, 

Allison Joseph, Li-
Young Lee 

ENGL 4361 
Advanced Fiction 

Workshop 

Continued focus on the composition of original 
student short stories with further study in 
technique. We’ll read samples by a variety of 
published authors and have lively workshop 
discussions of peer work. Expect to write two 
full length stories (2000-4000 words), and at 
least one flash fiction (under 1000 words). We 
will focus on further improving your editing 
skills. ENGL 3361 is a prerequisite for this 
course. 

Dr. McDermott 
468-2344 

mcdermotja@sfasu.edu 

MW 1:00-2:15 
F177 

 

ENGL 4363 
Elements of Craft 

This is a heavy reading course designed to inspire 
you to use the strategies of contemporary 
writers in composing your own original fiction. 

Mr. Brininstool 
468-5759 

brininsta@sfasu.edu 

TR 9:30-10:45 
F177 

Jhumpa Lahiri, 
Kelly Link, Carmen 

Maria Machado, 
Jesmyn Ward 



ENGL 4365 
Topics in  

Creative Writing: 
Hybrid Forms 

In this part-workshop, part-seminar, we will 
study books which challenge established 
literary genres. The texts offer a rich range of 
voices, aesthetic approaches, and rhetorical 
goals. In this course, students will consider 
craft-based strategies employed in readings, 
propose and complete their own hybrid creative 
projects, and engage attentively in class 
discussions. Together, we will consider how 
hybrid literature has broken barriers between 
fiction, nonfiction, and poetry, forever altering 
and enriching the literary landscape. 

Dr. Sara Henning 
468-2079 

henningsd@sfasu.edu 

TR 2:00-3:15 
F177 

Jenny Boully, 
Maggie Nelson, 

Zachary 
Schomburg, John 

Ashbery, Ta-Nehisi 
Coates, Toni 

Morrison 

ENGL 4373  
Reading and 

Writing in 
Sustainability 

(Topics in 
Technical and 
Professional 

Writing) 

Cross-listed course with SUST 3300. Advanced 
study of popular and professional writing in 
sustainable community development. Topics 
include biodiversity conservation, climate 
change, economies, renewable energy, and 
social justice at local, national, and 
international scales. 

Dr. Parks 
468-2239 

sara.parks@sfasu.edu 

online Leopold’s A Sand 
County Almanac, 

Carson’s Silent 
Spring, Clayton 

and Myers’ 
Conservation 

Psychology, Sachs’ 
The Age of 

Sustainable 
Development, and 

others. 
ENGL 5305 
Dangers of 

Reading 

This topics course will explore “dangers” of 
reading, especially dangers mortal and moral. 
On the mortal side, we will consider texts in 
which some instance of reading is portrayed as 
a cause of death and/or texts that stage a reader 
in extremis, such as The Name of the Rose, The 
Club Dumas, and “Death and the Compass.” On 
the moral side, we will consider such matters as 
Don Quixote dangerously (and comically) 
misapplying the chivalric romances he has read, 
Emma Bovary tragically misapplying romantic 
texts and notions, and Dante’s Paolo and 
Francesca going to hell over a book. Likewise, 
we will examine matters of censorship and 
censored books, with Lolita as our privileged 
example thereof. Key questions driving the 
course include the following: How can reading, 
seemingly a benign act, be dangerous? To 
whom might reading be dangerous and why and 

Dr. West 
468-2498 

westkr@sfasu.edu 

M  6:00–8:30 
F184 

The Name of the 
Rose, The Club 

Dumas, “Death and 
the Compass,” Don 
Quixote, Madame 

Bovary, Lolita 



how? Why might a text (or its author or its 
reader) play its “dangers” up or down? What is 
the relationship between the word and the 
thing, the text and the world? 

ENGL 5362 
Graduate 

Nonfiction 
Workshop 

We will write a number of essays in various forms 
of this genre: profiles, memoir, as well as 
covering either a local event or a piece of 
forgotten history. 

Mr. Brininstool 
468-5759 

brininsta@sfasu.edu 

W 6:00-8:30 
F177 

Joan Didion, David 
Foster Wallace, 

Hunter S. 
Thompson, Jo Ann 

Beard 
ENGL 5371 

Writing Across 
the Professions  

Graduate study of genres, styles, and best 
practices in professional writing. The course 
will survey writing norms and challenges in a 
variety of fields through critical case 
studies. Units of study are: 1) writing in STEM 
contexts, 2) writing in policy contexts, 3) 
writing in organizations. 

 

Dr. Parks 
468-2239 

sara.parks@sfasu.edu 

M 6:00-8:30 
Zoom 

Head’s “Wicked 
Problem’s in Public 

Policy,” Brown’s 
“The Social 

Contexts of a 
Technical Report,” 

Hartelius The 
Rhetoric of 

Expertise and other 
technical writing 

scholarship. 
ENGL 5385 

Literary Criticism 
A review of several key schools of literary 

analysis, including New Criticism, ecocriticism, 
reader response theory, feminist and queer 
theory, and Critical Race theory, with a focus on 
the tools and methods of literary analysis 
enabled by these schools. 

Dr. Hoagland 
468-2413 

hoaglande@sfasu.edu 

T 6:00-8:30 
F183 

Cleanth Brooks, 
John Crowe 

Ransom, Stanley 
Fish, Rob Nixon, 

Kimberly 
Crenshaw, Lois 
Tyson’s Critical 
Theory Today, 

Robert Dale 
Parker’s How to 

Interpret 
Literature, Mexian 

Gothic, Binti 
     

     

 


