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DIRECTORY OF CORRESPONDENCE

To facilitate prompt replies, address inquiries on specific subjects to the persons

indicated below:

Subject Department P.O. Box
Admission to the Graduate School Graduate School 13024
Alumni Matters Ex. Dir. Alumni Assoc. 6096
Books and Supplies Manager, Univ. Bookstore 13057
Business Matters V.P. for Business Affairs 6108
Financial Aid Director of Financial Aid 13052
General Academic Policies V.P. Academic Affair 6079
General University Policies President 6078
Housing Director of Housing 13054
Off-campus Education Dean, College of Education 13023
Social Life and Personal Issues Dean of Student Development 13020
Student Health Director of Univ. Health Center 13058
Teaching Certificates Assoc. Dean, College of Education 6103
Veterans’ Matters Counseling and Career Services 13031
Accessability Disability Services 6130

Address all other inquiries to the Department of Human Services, P.O. Box 13019, SFA Station,
Nacogdoches, Texas 75962
(Telephone: 409/468/2906)

No person shall, on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, age, national origin, disability, or
veteran status, be subjected to discrimination or be excluded from participation in or denied
benefits of employment or any educational program or activity operated by Stephen F. Austin

State University.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

T 10T [ T 4o o U 5
FACUIY/STATT. ... ettt e e s bt e e s bbbt e e s ab et e s nbe e e e s anneee s 5
o Te =T o T @ o] =T o3 11 SRR 6
L= Tt U1V 20 1Y T 7
Obtaining an ACAAEMIC AQVISOT .......cccciiiiiiii et e e e e e e e e e s e e e e e s sataaeeeeeeesasnnraaneaaees 7

Areas of SPECIAlIZALION .........coiii i e e e e e raaeaeaan 8
Program DireCtors @nd AUVISOIS ...........uuuuuuueueuuueieuuuerereuerererernrnrererererererere..———————————————————————————————————. 8

L0700 £=T= I =1 [ o = SRR 8
Programs Of STUAY .....oooi ittt e oottt e e e e e e e ee e e e e e e e e e nbeteeeeaeeeeaannnneneeaeeas 8
1070] 0010 418 11§V O 18] F=1= 1o o USSP 8
L0103 (o1 ][] I = =T o T TS PRRRR 9

Rehabilitation COUNSEING ........ooiiii et e e e e e e e e e eeeaee s 9
L0104 (o] 1] ¢ I ] =T o USSP 10

S Ted g ToTo ] I 0o 101 -T=1 11 T SRR 11
L0100y (o0 ] ] ¢ I = =T o USSP 11

LI 153 (T o O (= L1 USRS 12
Application and AdmISSION REQUINEMENTS...........iiiiiiiiiiie e ee s 12
AdMIsSIoN t0 the Master's Program ...ttt et e et e e s eesenneeeas 13
Academic Advising, Degree Plan and Course Registration ............ccocueiiiiiiiiii e, 13
=10 T = 14 o o 13U 14
ENrollment REQUIFEMIENT..........o i ittt ebab s baaabababasssssssssssssnsnsnssensssnenrnnns 14

Y TS oY SR 0= g oo F= T PP 14
Masters Comprehensive EXamination................uuuiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieieiiieieiereierersrevererersrersssssrsrsrsrarane 15
L= T (LU = T o I 1 (=T 0 ] o 15
g = Lo (o7 o o USSP 15

101 (=14 0 S o1 o R TP P PO UOPPPPPPPPPN 16
107018 K11 10 o [ @ 110 1o SO RRPRR 17
] 1SS = 18
Retention POlICY @nd PrOCEAUIE ............uiiiiieieiii et e e e e e e e e 18
I 418 0 T £ PSR 18
OUL-OF-DALE COUISES ....veiiieieiiieiiiieiit et e e ettt et e e e e e et eeeeeesssastetaeeeaaeeesaasseeeeaeeessaasstssneeeaeeesannsssnnnenaeesesnnns 18
Procedures for Resolving Academic ComPpPlaints ..........oooiiiiiiiiiie e 18
S (U Lo =Y o =TT Tor =1 (o g - RS SURRR 19
Professional ASSOCIAtIONS .........oiiii ettt e e e e et e e e e e e e e s b et e e e e e e e e e s nnnreees 18
Licensure and CertifiCation ........ ...t a e e e 19
Licensed Professional COUNSEION ........ ... i ittt e e ettt e e e e e e e e nbnbeeee e e e e e e annereees 19
Financial Aid INfOrmMation ............ooo et e e e e et e e e e e e e s nereees 20
Departmental Graduate AsSIiStantShips..........oooiiiiiiii i 22

B Lo} o N = F= Yo =1 o 1= o | PSR 22
oo 1Yo 11 2= (o ] o SRS 22
] 0 23

Master of Arts in Rehabilitation Counseling Degree Plan
Master of Arts in Community Counseling Degree Plan
Master of Arts in School Counseling Degree Plan
Practicum Application

Internship Application

Request for validation of out-of-date course

Masters Degree Candidacy Application Form

Masters Degree Comprehensive Examination Form
Application for Departmental Graduate Assistanceship
Application for Rehabilitation Counseling Traineeship



Department of Human Services

Stephen F. Austin State University, located in historic Nacogdoches, Texas, was established by the state
legislature in 1921. Originally founded as a teachers college, it is now a regional university with
approximately 440 full and part-time faculty, and an average enroliment of more than 12,000 students
each regular semester and more than 5,000 students each summer semester. The University grants
fifteen baccalaureate degrees and emphasize master's level study in Arts, Business, Education, Forestry,
Humanities and Sciences.

The Department of Human Services offers multifaceted programming. The Department of Human
Services was established as a separate department in the College of Education in 1968. The Department
offers undergraduate majors in rehabilitation services, orientation and mobility, generic special education
and speech and language pathology. Teaching specialties are offered in deaf education and teacher of
the visually handicapped. Graduate majors include Counseling, Speech and Language Pathology and
Special Education.

Counseling Program Faculty

Professors
Robert O. Choate, Ed.D., University of Nevada
H. A. Chris Ninness, Ph.D., University of North Texas, Texas Woman's University
William F. Weber, Ed.D., University of Northern Colorado
David M. Lawson, Ph.D., University of North Texas
Assistant Professors

Wendy K. Enochs, Ph.D., University of Arkansas
Holly Abel, Ph.D., Texas A&M, Corpus Christi

Instructors
Robert Patterson, M.A., Stephen F. Austin State University
Staff

Angela Ford, M.A., Stephen F. Austin State University
Donna Wood

Counselor Education Program Mission Statement: The Department exists to
promote the highest professional counseling standards at the master’s and doctoral
levels in educating exemplary counselors, researchers, and leaders.

PROGRAM OBJECTIVES
Objective One

Students will obtain current theoretical knowledge in the core areas of counseling and
development.

Evaluation Method: A minimum of 90% of all students will obtain a passing score on a counseling
comprehensive examination.

Objective Two



Students will be able to apply knowledge they have gained in graduate courses.

Evaluation Method: A minimum of 95% of all students sitting for the candidacy interview will
demonstrate the ability to apply theoretical knowledge to hypothetical counseling
situations.

Objective Three

Students will be exposed to recognize professional literature that forms the foundation for the
counseling profession.

Evaluation Method: Bibliographies included in course syllabi will include recognized significant
literature in the counseling profession.

Objective Four

Students will be exposed to current research and conceptual literature that reflects practices and
ideas in the counseling profession.

Evaluation Method: Bibliographies included in course syllabi will include current research and
conceptual literature in the counseling profession.

Objective Five
Students will have opportunity to apply skills they are taught in the graduate program.
Evaluation Method: The following courses will include experiential components that require students
to demonstrate skills they have learned: Facilitative Skill Development,
Counseling Skills Development, Career Development Counseling, Practicum and
Internship.
Objective Six
Students will be exposed to issues in multicultural counseling.
Evaluation Method: All students will complete a course in Multicultural Counseling.
Objective Seven

Students will develop identifiable as counselors.

Evaluation Method: A minimum of 90% of the program's graduates will be members of the American
Counseling Association.

Objective Eight
Graduates will take professional positions in counseling or student development.
Evaluation Method: Results of graduate surveys will reveal that 85% of all graduates who are
employed are serving as counselors, student development professionals or
closely related professions.

Objective Nine

Graduates will be successful in their professional positions.



Evaluation Method: Results of surveys of employers of graduates will reveal that 95% of the
program's graduates are rated as satisfactory employees.
Objective Ten

The student population will be diverse regarding race, gender, and disability.

Evaluation Method: A minimum of 20% of the students in the program will be from minority groups.
No more than 65% of the student population will be male or female.

Objective Eleven

Faculty will engage in research activities to gain further knowledge in counseling and student
development.

Evaluation Method: All full-time faculty will demonstrate involvement in at least one research project
each year. A minimum of 70% of the faculty will have articles published in
refereed journals each year.

Objective Twelve

Faculty will update their knowledge of the field of counseling and development on a continuous
basis.

Evaluation Method: A minimum of 90% of the faculty will attend a professional development
workshop or professional association convention each year.

FACULTY ADVISORS

The importance of a graduate student's faculty advisor cannot be overemphasized. Advisors recommend
and approve programs of study, monitor the progress of their students, approve selection of courses each
term, assist students in securing their practicum and internship placements, approve students for
graduation and finally assist students in their job search. For students who choose to write a thesis or a
special problem paper, their faculty advisors spend about as much energy and effort on the project as do
the students.

Obtaining An Academic Adviser

Upon admission to the graduate program, students are assigned to the Graduate Program Director for
initial advising and orientation. During their first semester in the program students are expected to initiate
interviews with each of the Graduate Faculty members (See the Graduate Faculty listed in this
handbook). By the end of the first semester in the program, the student should have selected an
academic advisor from among the Counselor Education Program graduate faculty. Students must
receive approval from the prospective advisor and then submit a request to the Graduate Program
Director to be assigned to that advisor.

A copy of the formal request for assignment of an advisor, or for change of advisor, is kept in the
student's academic file. The formal request shall be submitted on the appropriate form (Appendix A) and
shall include the signature of the student and of the new advisor. Copies shall be forwarded to the
Graduate Coordinator and/or the former advisor as well as to the student's academic file.

Students can obtain the Request for Graduate Academic Advisor form from the Graduate Program
Director or from the Administrative Office.

Because the faculty advisor is so crucial to each student's success, it is always possible for a student to
request reassignment of advisors. Any student wishing to change advisors should make an appointment



to see the Department Chair. While all requests will be considered and granted if possible, the
Department Chair will make all final decisions.



Areas of Specialization

Faculty Members have one to four concentrations within the program in which they advise students.
Listed below are the potential advisors for each concentration:

Community Counseling: Dr. Wendy Enochs (Coordinator), Dr. David Lawson
Rehabilitation Counseling: Dr. Bob Choate (Coordinator), Dr. Dale Fish, Dr. Bill Weber
School Counseling: Dr. Holly Abel (Coordinator)
Course Offerings
Course Course Title Fall | Spring | Summer| | Summerll | Instructor
Number
Introduction to Rehabilitation Fish
cou 505 Counseling X X
Cou 507 | Vocational Evaluation of the Weber
Severely X
cou 520 | Introduction to Counseling X X Enochs
Cou 521 | Seminar in Chemical Choate
Dependency Counseling X
Cou 522 | Family Counseling X Lawson
COU | 523 | Legal and Ethical Issues in X X Enochs
Counseling
Cou 524 | School Counseling X Able
Cou 525 | Vocational and Educational X X Weber
Information
Cou 526 | Medical Orientation to Choate
Counseling
CouU | 527 | Couples Therapy X Lawson
cou 528 | Group Counseling X X Abel
; Able
Cou 529 | Child and Adolescent Therapy X
cou | 531 | Theories of Counseling X X Lawson
. . Fish
cou 533 | Counseling Skills and X X X
Techniques
Cou 535 | Multicultural Counseling X X Choate
COU | 538 | Advanced Group Counseling X Staff
Cou 539 | Community and Agency X Patterson
Counseling
cou 540 | Special Topics in Counseling X Staff




COU | 541 | Seminar in Rehabilitation Choate
Research X
COU | 592 | Rehabilitation of the Severely Patterson
Disabled X
COU | 591 | Mental Health and Enochs
Psychopathology X X
COU | 593 | Pre Practicum in Counseling Fish
X X
cou 594 | Practicum in Community Lawson
Counseling X X X X
COU | 594 | Practicum in Rehabilitation Enochs
Counseling X X X X
cou | 594 | Practicum in School Able
Counseling X X X X
Ccou 595 | Internship in Counseling Choate
X X X X
EPS 550 | Research Ninness
X X
EPS 559 | Tests and Measurement Enochs
X X X
EPS 585 | Advanced Human Growth and Staff
Development X X X
COU* | 543 | Family Trauma Staff
COU* | 544 | Advanced Couples Counseling Staff

*Proposed Classes

*Summer offerings are available based upon funding and professor availability. This course schedule is
for planning purposes only and may be amended. Meet with your program advisor before registering
for any class.

MASTERS OF ARTS IN COUNSELING PROGRAMS
COMMUNITY COUNSELING

The Community Counseling Program at Stephen F. Austin State University (SFASU) trains counselors
who can help to meet the growing demand for counseling services. Toward this goal, the Department of
Human Services offers a Masters of Arts Degree in Community Counseling. The program is fully
accredited by the Council for Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational Programs
(CACREP). The curriculum combines academic theory and technique courses with hands-on practicum
and field-site internship experiences. The faculty of the Community Counseling Program place great
value on exposing students to a variety of theories and techniques of counseling, appropriate professional
counseling organizations, and interdisciplinary professional activities.

The Community Counseling Program endorses the philosophy that counseling is an empowering
process in which persons exercise control over their own lives. The program adheres to concepts of the
holistic nature of people, self-responsibility for health promotion and wellness, the uniqueness of each
individual, and equal opportunity for counseling services for all persons.



The Master of Arts degree in Community Counseling requires a minimum of 48 semester hours of
academic preparation. The degree includes a required core curriculum of 36 hours, 9 hours of practicum
and internship, and 3 hours of elective counseling or counseling related courses.

Students must have a minimum of 18 undergraduate hours in a combination of education,
psychology, sociology, and/or rehabilitation coursework. Included in these 18 hours must be a course in
Abnormal Psychology and two of the following courses or their equivalents: General Psychology,
Psychology of Adjustment, or Developmental Psychology and statistics. The curriculum is comprised of
the following courses:

CURRICULUM PLAN FOR COMMUNITY COUNSELING STUDENTS

BACKGROUND COURSES

PSY 275 Abnormal Psychology
PSY 210 Statistics
With Two of the Following
PSY 133 General Psychology
PSY 143 Psychology of Adjustment
EPS 485 Human Growth and Development
FIRST YEAR
COU 520 Introduction to Counseling
COU 531 Theories of Counseling
EPS 559 Tests and Measurements
EPS 585 Advanced Human Growth and Development
COU 522 Family Counseling
EPS 550 Research Methods
COU 528 Group Counseling
COU 533 Counseling Skills and Techniques
COU 591 Mental Health Counseling
SECOND YEAR
COU 535 Multicultural Counseling
COU 525 Vocational and Educational Information
COU 594 Practicum in Counseling
COU 540 Community and Agency Counseling
COU XXX Specialization Course - with advise of graduate advisor
COU 595 Internship in Community Counseling

REHABILITATION COUNSELING

The Rehabilitation Counselor Education Program (RCEP) at Stephen F. Austin State University trains
rehabilitation counselors who can help to meet the growing demand for rehabilitation services for persons
with disabilities. Toward this goal, the Department of Human Services offers a Master of Arts Degree in
Rehabilitation Counseling. The program was designed upon criteria established by and is fully accredited
by the Council on Rehabilitation Education (C.O.R.E.). The curriculum combines academic theory and
technique courses with hands-on practicum and field-site internship experiences. The faculty of the
Rehabilitation Counselor Education Program place very high value on the exposure of students to a
broad spectrum of rehabilitation services, professional organizations, interdisciplinary professional
activities, as well as advocacy and consumer groups in the field of rehabilitation.

Mission Statement

Develop and provide rehabilitation counselor education to prepare qualified rehabilitation
counseling professionals who will assist persons with disabilities and other individuals who
have barriers in meeting their functional needs in the areas of employment, independent
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living, and personal or economic development. The Graduate Programs in Rehabilitation
prepare these professionals to provide quality rehabilitation counseling services within an
interdisciplinary and community-based context, to serve as change agents and advocates
for their clients, and to be sources of specialized knowledge and consultants for
professionals, employers, and others in the communities that they serve.

Rehabilitation Counselor Education Program strives to achieve the following objectives:

e To train students in the effective delivery of rehabilitation services for individuals with physical,
mental, and social impairments.
To emphasize the acquisition of competencies in the broad field of rehabilitation counseling.
To train students to be rehabilitation practitioners who will be equipped with skills to ameliorate
the conditions of persons with disabilities.

e To provide continuing education to state rehabilitation services and other rehabilitation personnel
for further skill development and/or completion of a degree.

The RCEP at Stephen F. Austin State University endorses the philosophy that rehabilitation is an
empowering process in which persons exercise control over their own lives. The program adheres to
concepts of the holistic nature of people, self-responsibility for health promotion and wellness, the
uniqueness of each individual, equal opportunity for health care and social and economic involvement for
all persons with disabilities. These concepts form the philosophical basis for coursework which prepares
students to provide vocational guidance, psychological counseling, rehabilitation case management, and
job development and placement services for persons with any type of physical, mental, emotional or
social disability.

The Master of Arts degree in Rehabilitation Counseling requires a minimum of 48 semester hours of
academic preparation. The degree includes a core curriculum of 27 hours, 12 hours of advanced
coursework in rehabilitation counseling and 9 hours of practicum and internship.

The core curriculum for the Rehabilitation Counselor Education Program consists of basic preparatory
studies in disability, educational and occupational information, counseling and case management, and the
vocational rehabilitation process. Students who lack basic preparation in any of the core knowledge and
skill areas may be required to complete prerequisite coursework or complete individual studies prior to
entry into one of the advanced graduate courses. Rehabilitation Sciences students who have completed
RHB 405, 407, and RHB 490 as a part of their undergraduate course of study may substitute elective
coursework for those courses to meet the 48 hour curriculum plan. The core curriculum is comprised of
the following courses:

CURRICULUM PLAN FOR REHABILITATION COUNSELING STUDENTS

BACKGROUND COURSES

PSY 375 Abnormal Psychology
RHB  407/507 Vocational Evaluation and Job Placement of the Severely Disabled
RHB  490/592 Rehabilitation of the Severely Disabled

With Two of the Following

PSY 133 General Psychology
PSY 143 Psychology of Adjustment
EPS 485 Human Growth and Development

FIRST YEAR
COU 505 Introduction to Rehabilitation Counseling
COU 542 Psychosocial Aspects of Disability
EPS 559 Tests and Measurements
EPS 585 Advanced Human Growth and Development
COU 591 Mental Health Counseling
COU 541 Seminar in Rehabilitation Counseling Research
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COU 531 Theories of Counseling
COU 526 Medical Aspects of Counseling

SECOND YEAR
COU 535 Multicultural Counseling
COU 528 Group Counseling
COU 533 Counseling Skills and Techniques
COU 522 Family Counseling
COU 525 Vocational and Educational Information
COU 594 Practicum
COU 595 Internship in Counseling

SCHOOL COUNSELING

The faculty of the Department Human Services believe the mission of the department is to produce
competent members of the counseling profession; one of the areas of emphasis within this broad
framework is the profession of school counseling. School counseling is a multifaceted endeavor
intending to provide developmental, prevention, and remediation in order to meet the student needs
within the school setting.

The four main components of a school guidance program include, individual planning, responsive
services, guidance curriculum, and system support. The balance of these components makes for a well
rounded developmental guidance program which will help to meet the needs of students in the school
setting. At the helm of this program in the school counselor.

It is imperative that school counselors have a strong professional identity and a commitment to the
profession. School counselors can provide a valuable service not only to the students but to the parents,
the school and to the community. Within this framework the school counselor acts as the link in providing
an avenue to positive, healthy communication, and helps to provide an atmosphere that will enhance the
well being of his/her client.

The Master of Arts Degree Program in School Counseling meets the endorsement requirements of the
Texas Education Agency and is based on the Council for Accreditation of Counseling and Related
Educational Program(CACREP) recommended curriculum for school counselors. In accordance with
CACREP recommendations, and Texas State Board of Professional Counselor requirements, the
program requires the completion of 48 semester hours of appropriate academic coursework.

School counselors are specifically credentialed professionals who work in school settings with students,
parents, educators and others within the community. they design and manage comprehensive
developmental guidance programs to help students acquire skills in the social, personal, educational and
career areas necessary for living in a multicultural society.

Professionals who wish to obtain school counselor certification from other states should contact those
states directly to determine requirements. This is particularly important for those persons who do not
have a teaching certificate and/or teaching experience; as it is a requirement in some states.

CURRICULUM PLAN FOR SCHOOL COUNSELING STUDENTS*

BACKGROUND COURSES
PSY 375 Abnormal Psychology
EPS 380 Educational Psychology
SPE 329 Survey of Exceptionalities
or
SPE 567 Trends in Educating Exceptional Children

With Two of the Following
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PSY 133 General Psychology
PSY 143 Psychology of Adjustment
PSY 211 Adolescent Development
FIRST YEAR
COU 520 Introduction to Counseling
COU 531 Theories of Counseling
EPS 559 Tests and Measurements
EPS 585 Advanced Human Growth and Development
EPS 550 Research Methods
COU 528 Group Counseling
COU 533 Counseling Skills and Techniques

SECOND YEAR
COU 524 School Counseling
COU 522 Family Counseling
COU 535 Multicultural Counseling
COU 525 Vocational and Educational Information
COU 594 Practicum in School Counseling
COU 591 Mental Health Counseling
COU XXX  Elective/With Approval of Graduate Advisor
COU 595 Internship in School Counseling
48 Semester HOUIS ... e MA Degree Requirements

*TEA requirements for a school counselor include: a masters degree, and two years of teaching

experience.
Some of these courses may be taken during the summer sessions should the courses be offered during the summer.

TRANSFER OF CREDITS

Under certain circumstances, a graduate student may transfer from 6 to 12 semester hours of graduate
course work taken at other accredited institutions. To transfer any credit from other institutions, the
student must have approval of their academic advisor, the department and the Graduate School. Full
requirements are found in the Graduate Bulletin.

APPLICATION AND ADMISSIONS PROCEDURES

IMPORTANT! All graduate students in the Counseling Programs should take special care to read
carefully the guidelines outlined in the Stephen F. Austin State University Graduate Bulletin for the year in
which they entered their program. It is the student's responsibility to become familiar with and adhere to
the regulations for admission, academic policies, application for graduation, and general requirements for
the Master's degree--especially the Checkpoints for the Master's Candidate.

ADMISSION TO THE MASTER'S PROGRAM

Admission to the Graduate Programs in Counseling is contingent upon admission to the Graduate
School; therefore, students applying to the Counselor Education Program must first apply to the Stephen
F. Austin State University Graduate School. Details regarding Graduate School application are contained
in the Graduate Bulletin. Criteria for admission to the Graduate School include a 2.8 GPA on the last 60
hours of undergraduate work and a 2.5 on all undergraduate work. Further, the applicant must present
General Test Scores on the Graduate Record Examination (GRE).

The Department of Human Services - Counseling Programs admission procedures require a composite

score of a student's last sixty (60) undergraduate hours GPA multiplied by their GRE Scores to equal at
least a factor score of 2000, the completion of an application to the Counseling graduate program and
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three recommendation documents, at least one of which is from a professional in the field of counseling.
The applicant's file is reviewed by the Counseling Program Admissions Committee, who recommend
acceptance of individual applicants to the program. Acceptance or rejection is determined by composite
rather than a single criterion. Students are notified by letter of the committee's recommendation on their
application.

Students who do not have their GRE scores submitted by the time they make application to the program
may be provisionally accepted to the Graduate School only, based on all of the other information in their
application packet. However, no student will be accepted to the Master's program in Counseling unless
they have obtained the minimum factor score of 2000. The Counseling Program allows students to take
up to 6 (six) semester hours of coursework under "Post-Baccalaureate Student" status, prior to their being
formally accepted into one of the Department's recognized counseling degree programs. Attending
classes under the Post Baccalaureate student status does not imply or assure admission to the Graduate
Counseling Program.

Student's who have not met all of the requirements for unconditional admission into the Master's degree
program in Counseling may not apply for financial aid unless they are taking leveling class toward
admission. Always check the Graduate Bulletin and with Financial Aid before making any admission
decision.

The applicant's file is reviewed by the Counselor Education Program Admissions Committee,
which makes recommendations for acceptance or rejection of individual applicants to the
program. Students are notified by letter of the committee's recommendation on their
application.

The Counselor Education Program has enacted a rolling admission policy. Candidates
for admission will be considered the month following a completed application packed.
The packed is not complete until all admission criteria is completed.

Students who do not have their GRE scores in by the time they make application to the program
will not be provisionally accepted to the Graduate School for study in rehabilitation counseling.
No student will be unconditionally accepted to the Master's program in Rehabilitation
Counseling unless they have obtained the minimum factor score of 2000. Although the
Graduate School allows students to take up to 12 semester hours of coursework under "Post-
Baccalaureate Student" status, prior to their being formally accepted into one of the school's
recognized degree programs, the Counselor Education Program limit is six (6) semester hours.
Attending classes under the Post Baccalaureate student status does not imply admission to the
program.

NOTE: Student's who have not met all of the requirements for clear admission into the Master's
degree program in Rehabilitation Counseling may not apply for financial aid with any of the
Federal stipend or local Rehabilitation Scholarships available through the department.

Review of Graduate Applicants

The Review of all graduate applicants involves consideration of multiple factors. In addition to
criteria set by the Graduate School, the Department considers the following:

GPA

Match between professional goals and the departments mission
Letters of reference

Professional development, experience and accomplishments
Bilingual/multilingual proficiency

H HH HH*
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# GRE scores
# Evidence of leadership potential
# Personal interviews

Other factors, including quality of prior educational opportunities (high school and
undergraduate), family's educational background, disability, socio-cultural experiences, English
language proficiency (for international students, measured by the TOEFL score), and any other
factors which may have significantly influenced the applicant's academic and professional
record to-date. Program areas may use additional factors in the review process, as appropriate
(e.g., minimum number of years of teaching or field experience, adequate professional
preparation in the chosen area of specialization).

Steps in the graduate admissions review process:

# The completed application file is forwarded to the chosen program area for review;
# The program area makes a recommendation to the Counseling Admissions Committee;
# The recommendation by the Counseling Admissions Committee is then submitted to the

department chair who then forwards the recommendations to the College of Education
and to the Graduate School.

# The applicant is notified of the final decision by the Department Chair and by the College
of Education Dean

Applicants are not guaranteed admission even though they meet these minimum requirement,
because graduate counseling programs have limited space and facilities.

ACADEMIC ADVISING, DEGREE PLANS AND COURSE
REGISTRATION

Developing A Degree Plan

Prior to the end of their second semester in the program, students and their academic advisors should
develop a formal degree plan for the student's master's degree program. (No degree plan can be
developed until a student has met all requirements for clear admission to the Master's Degree Program in
Counseling. The degree plan lists all course work, including prerequisites, which the student must
complete in order to meet requirements for their +degree. The degree plan must be approved by the
academic advisor, the Department Chair and the Dean of the College of Education.

Should a student need or desire to deviate in any way from the list of courses on the approved degree
plan, the student must obtain approval from their academic advisor and file a Petition to Change the
Degree Plan to avoid problems at the time of anticipated graduation. Should the student elect not to
complete the full 48 semester hour program for the Masters Degree program into which they were
admitted,, this decision must be made on or before completing 24 hours in the program. After earning 24
hours, the student must reapply to the Admissions Committee for admission to the different Counseling
Program and complete a new degree plan for that degree.

Course Pre-registration
For the student's first semester in the program, registration for classes will require an Advisor Form which

is obtained from the Degree Program Director, if a permanent academic advisor has not yet been
selected.
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Stephen F. Austin State University has a pre-registration process which enables all students enrolled at
the University to register for courses in the consecutive semester (with the exception of Practicum and
Internship courses). This process requires that students meet with their academic advisors prior to the
pre-registration period for the semester in which they plan to enroll. It is especially important that
students check with the academic advisor well in advance of any semester in which they plan to do any of
the following:

1) Apply for Admission to Candidacy

2) Enroll in Practicum or Internship (See Guidelines for Practicum and Internship Section of
this handbook).

3) Take the Written Comprehensive Examination

EXAMINATIONS

Overview

Certain events in one's graduate career require special scheduling considerations and advance
notification. These events include the candidacy examinations and comprehensive examinations.

It is the student’s responsibility to contact their advisor and make application to schedule the date/time for
each of these special examinations.

Enrollment Requirement

All graduate students must be enrolled in at least one hour the term in which they do the following:

1. First time to take the final comprehensive examination:
2. Sit for the candidacy interview.
Candidacy

At the completion of from 12 to 15 graduate hours (the Counseling Core), a continuation oral examination
will be administered to determine whether academic, personal or professional deficiencies exist and
whether a student should be admitted to candidacy and continue in the degree program. Before
Admission to Candidacy can be completed, however, the student must have satisfied the following
minimal requirements:

Have completed the Core Curriculum including COU 533, Skills and Techniques
Completed a graduate degree plan;

Attained at least 3.0 grade point average on all work at SFASU in the major and overall;
Make application for Candidacy (Appendix D).

Be making satisfactory progress in the program. (Refer to Performance Fitness
Evaluation, Page 18 of this booklet.)

abhwbh=

At minimal of two faculty members will comprise each interview committee. The interview will be an
opportunity to review each student's progress in the program and based on the Performance Evaluation,
to either approve or deny candidacy. This process is also an opportunity for the student to evaluate their
program of education and make suggestions for change and improvement. Should the candidate be
unsuccessful on the first attempt, the candidate may sit for one future examination. Should the candidate
fail to pass two (2) candidacy interviews they will be removed from the program.

Comprehensive Examination
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A comprehensive examination is required by the Graduate School of all candidates for the master's
degree. The student must pass an examination over the content of their master's coursework. The
comprehensive examination is given during the student's last semester in the program, after most
coursework has been completed. The qualifying examination is the Counseling Profession
Comprehensive Exam administered by the National Board for Certified Counselors and consists of 160
items over eight content areas of the core curriculum.

The exam can be taken no more than three times. If a student fails to attain a satisfactory score on the
comprehensive exam after three attempts, the student will not be eligible to graduate with the master's
degree in counseling from SFASU.

The comprehensive examination is scheduled within the first ten (10) weeks of each long semester and
during Summer | session. Scheduling of the exam and any retakes of it are done in accordance with the
University's deadline for application for graduation in the semester. The exam normally takes about four
hours to complete.

Students initial attempt at the comprehensive examinations must be registered for at least one semester
of coursework at the time of the administration of the examination. Retake of the examination does not
require registration.

The student is responsible for making application to sit for the comprehensive examination by obtaining a

Comprehensive Examination Application Form and submitting it and the appropriate fee to the
Comprehensive Examination Committee chair.
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GRADUATE PRACTICUM AND INTERNSHIP

The Policies regarding practicum and internship placements include:

1. All masters’ degree students must complete at least one 100-hour practicum and one
600-hour internship in their degree program.

2. All students in practicum or internship experiences must see that 50 hours of the
practicum and 250 hours of the internship include direct service hours. Direct service
may be in the form of individual and/or group counseling.

Practicum

The Master's of Arts Degree in Counseling requires that, following completion of all core curriculum and
most coursework, students complete a closely supervised practicum experience. This experience
consists of a minimum of 100 hours of participation over the course of one long semester or over an
entire summer (both first and second summer sessions). The course includes one hour individual
supervision in ethics and standards of practice in counseling, as well as one and one half hours of
scheduled weekly meetings for group supervision.

Applying for Practicum

All students must make application (See Attached with the Counseling Program faculty before enrolling in
the Practicum course (COU 594). This application should be obtained from the practicum course
instructor or the student's advisor at least two weeks prior to the established Practicum
Deadlines.

Students should confer with both the practicum instructor and the field supervisor of the location where
they plan to do their experience before completing the practicum application form. Approval for
registration in the practicum is dependent upon the student's satisfactory progress in all coursework
prerequisite to the practicum, having been admitted to candidacy status, and upon having conferred with
the faculty advisor prior to applying for permission to enroll in practicum.

Internship

Students who have completed all required coursework, including the practicum, and cleared all WH
classes may make application for the internship course (COU 595). The Internship in Counseling is a
600-hour, full-time experience for one semester in a counseling setting approved by the graduate faculty
and under the supervision of a field site supervisor having qualifications and experience in the student's
concentration area. A minimum of 250 hours of the internship experience is to be indirect service to
counselees appropriate to one’s program of study. Interns are to receive a minimum of one hour per
week of individual supervision from their on-site supervisor who themselves must have a master’s degree
in counseling or a closely related field and appropriate certifications and/or licenses. In addition, interns
are to receive one and one-half hours per week of group supervision throughout the internship, usually
provided by a faculty member supervisor. For those students who accomplish their internship experience
out of commuting distance from the SFA campus, individual and group supervision may be provided by
the on-site supervisor. Students should request this consideration at the time of application for internship.

Students who are employed in a counseling capacity during the time they are participating in the graduate
program may perform their internship in that same employment setting, provided they can arrange with
their employer to assume a substantially new role or assignment related to their master's degree
program. This special arrangement must be clearly delineated by the student, the on-site supervisor, the
internship course instructor, and the student's academic advisor and put in writing with the Application for
Internship to be submitted for approval to the graduate faculty.
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Applying for Internship

Students are encouraged to begin consultation with their academic advisor, internship course instructor
and the internship site supervisor at least three months before pre-registration for the semester in
which the internship is planned.

Applications for internship should be submitted to the internship coordinator on the application
deadline for the internship course.

Please refer to the Graduate Internship Manual, obtained from the Internship Instructor, for details
regarding the procedures and guidelines for the internship experience.

Liability Insurance

All students enrolled in practica, as well as internships, will have proof of possessing professional liability
insurance when they register for the course as a part of their course fee.

COUNSELING CLINIC

The Stephen F. Austin State University Counseling Clinic combines a therapeutic and community
focus which offers a full continuum of counseling care. The Counseling Clinic is a university based
training program which provides various counseling services geared to each individual's needs. The
Counseling Clinic environment provides professional training opportunities for the graduate counseling
student and quality services to the counselee. Graduate Practicum Students provide the majority of the
services and gain practical experience as a counselor in a highly supervised clinical setting.

Services include: intake, screening, referral, assessment, treatment planning, case reviews, discharge
planning and aftercare planning. Additionally the following counseling services are offered, marriage,
family, parent-child, individual, group, career planning and placement. The program serves both children
and adults who are experiencing growth issues. Before being served, minors must be accompanied by a
parent or guardian.

The Counseling Clinic is dedicated to quality care for the treatment of personal issues. The counseling
process is conducted in relaxed surroundings in a friendly manner by graduate counseling students under
the supervision of licensed professional counselors. All Practicum Students will care two or more clients
in the Counseling Clinic during the semester they are enrolled in COU 594. In area internship students
are given the opportunity to carry clients upon approval of the clinic director and the internship instructor.
Comprehensive counseling services are directed toward the promotion of mental health, the prevention of
mental impairment and the restoration of the counselee to independent and productive living. Counselee
progress is based on the person's ability to move through counseling according to individual readiness.
The Counseling Clinic is strongly committed to the principles of providing only the most qualified student
counselors, fully meeting all University imposed standards and guidelines and maintaining an ongoing
evaluative effort.

DISMISSALS

It is the general policy of the Department Chair to recommend to the Graduate School that students who
have earned more than two (2) grades of C or lower be dismissed from the program. Students who are
dismissed for academic reasons may petition for re-entry at a later date in accordance to University and
College procedures.
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RETENTION POLICY AND PROCEDURE

The program addresses retention through faculty advising, peer advising, and the bi-annual faculty
reviews of student progress. In the case of faculty advising, each student meets with his or her advisor at
the beginning of each semester to review the student's overall progress in the program. The advising that
takes place at this time is confidential and addresses not only the student's academic progress but also
his or her professional development and personal well-being. Different strategies students may use to
improve their progress in the program are discussed at this time. In addition, all students are free to
consult with any faculty member other than his or her advisor at any time regarding academic,
professional, or personal issues. The diverse nature of the department faculty provides students with
options when seeking to find someone with whom to identify.

Students who experience academic or personal difficulties are referred to an appropriate source of
academic or personal assistance (e.g., the Counseling Center) if the difficulties cannot be--or should not
be--resolved within the program. All students are eligible for free counseling and health services at the
University. In addition, students in good academic standing may request and receive leaves of absence
with the agreement of their advisor and the department head.

During the first department meetings of the fall and spring semesters, the Counselor Education faculty
reviews the progress of each degree-seeking student in the program. Discussions are devoted to
identifying students who are making appropriate progress toward graduation and recommending of
strategies for assisting those who are experiencing challenges.

We are committed to providing opportunities for students to progress in their development as counselors.
To facilitate this process, students will participate in ongoing self-evaluation and faculty evaluation using
the Performance Fitness Evaluation Form ( Refer to Forms Section). This process is designed to
promote the student’s safety, well-being and continued health. Continued enroliment in the Counselor
Education program will be based on satisfactory performance in the following domains: Counseling Skills,
Professional Responsibility, Competence, Maturity, and Integrity.

If, as the process of evaluation and growth progresses, a student is unable to demonstrate sufficient
academic progress and/or if personal or professional limitations interfere with his/her effectiveness as a
counseling student, the individual will be asked to secure remedial assistance when needed and may be
dismissed from a course or from the training program. There are times, however, when it becomes clear
to faculty and the practicum/internship supervisors, that an individual is not suited for the profession of
counseling. The 2005 American Counseling Association Code of Ethics (Section F.3.a), states that
faculty members:
...assist students and supervisees in securing remedial assistance when needed, and dismiss
from the training program supervisees who are unable to provide competent service due to
academic or personal limitations. Counselors [faculty members] seek professional consultation
and document their decision to dismiss or refer students or supervisees for assistance.
Counselors assure that students and supervisees have recourse to address decisions made, to
require them to seek assistance, or to dismiss them.

RETENTION/DISMISSAL RELATED TO PERFORMANCE:

Academic dismissal will result from failure to maintain the university’s required grade-point average. The
student should consult the Graduate Bulletin regarding academic probation and suspension from degree
programs. A course grade of B or higher is required to progress from prerequisite to later courses within
the clinical sequence. Any student who wishes to contest a grade or who believes he/she had been
treated unfairly in any matter relating to academic studies is referred to the SFASU Policies and
Procedures Manual, Index A-2, Academic Complaints by Students. Also, in order to receive a master’s
degree and/or be recommended for school counselor certification, the student must successfully
complete the Department’s Admission to Candidacy Examination and the Department’'s Master’s
Comprehensive Examination.
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If, in the professional judgment of the program faculty, a student’s behavior is deemed substandard,
unethical, illegal, and/or professionally unbecoming at any time during the course of training (including
course work, practica, and internships), the following actions may be taken:

1. Probation and Remediation. The student will be placed on probation, and a remediation
plan will be developed by the student and the advisor. This plan will be in writing and will
be signed by both the student and the advisor. A copy of the plan will be provided to the
student and a copy will be placed in the student’s file.

2. Voluntary Resignation. Recommend the student resign from the program.

3. Dismissal from the Program. If a student’s unacceptable professional and personal
behaviors are deemed severe enough by the program faculty an immediate dismissal
recommendation will be made.(from: Baldo, T., et al. (1997). Student review and
retention in counselor education: An alternative to Frame and Stevens-Smith. Counselor
Education and Supervision.)

ENDORSEMENT POLICY

The Council for the Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational Programs (CACREP) states
that: "A formal endorsement policy by an academic unit with a CACREP accredited program should
stipulate endorsement for employment or credentialing only in the program area in which a student
received training (i.e., graduates from the School Counseling program would be endorsed for school
counseling positions, but not for mental health counseling positions)." In order to fulfill this requirement,
letters of recommendation prepared by the department's faculty members will indicate the concentration
in which each student was enrolled (i.e., community/agency, school counseling, or college counseling)
and will describe the nature of the internship that the individual completed (i.e., setting, population served,
and the number of hours completed). In addition, program faculty members will only recommend
individuals for licenses and certificates for which they are qualified by having met the requisite standards.

TIME LIMITS

Students must complete their degrees within six years of the time the student first enrolls in graduate
courses, whether the courses are taken here or elsewhere. Students should make every effort to
complete their degrees within the time limits established. The Graduate School will not accept transfer
coursework more than six years old. In the event courses in s student's program become out-of-date, the
policy that follows has been established for students who wish to validate the courses.

OUT-OF-DATE-COURSES

All requests for validations of out-of-date courses shall be made on the appropriate obtained from the
Graduate school and given to the student's faculty advisor. In the event the faculty advisor longer at the
University, requests shall be given to the Director of the Degree Program. The written request shall
explain the circumstances making such a validation necessary and include a statement that the student's
knowledge of the content of the out-of-date course has been retained and that current information has
been reviewed.

Upon receiving a request, the student's advisor will ask two additional faculty members to serve on an
oral examination committee. The committee shall consist of the advisor and two additional faculty
members. The advisor will assist the student in preparing for the oral examination by providing reading
lists and suggesting preparation activities. The committee shall examine the student on the content of
each out-of-date course. Whether to recommend a validation will be considered for each course.
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If a majority of the examination committee votes that the student has demonstrated retention of course
content and knowledge of current information in an out-of-date course, a recommendation that the
validation be granted will be forwarded to the Department Chair, the Dean of the College of Education
and the Graduate School.

In the event a majority of the examination committee votes not to recommend that the validation be
granted for any course, the student may request in writing to the student's advisor an oral reexamination.
The student's advisor will ask three different faculty members to serve on a reexamination committee.
The reexamination will be scheduled no sooner than three months after the first examination.

If a majority of the reexamination committee votes not to recommend the validation be granted for any
course, their decision not to recommend will be final.

Students who are denied a recommendation for a validation may confer with their faculty advisor to
schedule additional coursework to complete their degree.

PROCEDURES FOR RESOLVING ACADEMIC COMPLAINTS

The student is referred to the Student Handbook, published each fall semester, for complete instructions
on appealing academic complaints. All parties are encouraged to follow University Policy to resolve the
dispute amicably at as early a state as possible.

STUDENT ASSOCIATIONS

All graduate students in the Counselor Education Program should join and actively participate in the
Counseling Student Association. CSA is the primary communication link between the faculty and the
students. It organizes professional and social activities.

There is a academic honor society, the Sigma Phi Alpha chapter of Chi Sigma lota, in the department as
well. All of its activities are planned in conjunction with CSA. Students with outstanding graduate school
grades are invited to join this association.

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

Counselors must belong to professional associations after they earn their degrees if they are to stay
current in the field. Active participation in professional associations is vital to professional success.

Each graduate student is required to join appropriate associations. Membership dues are usually less for
students and members receive professional newsletters, journals and announcements of professional
activities.

Application forms are available in the Counseling Clinic in Room 201L of the HSTC Building or from your
advisor. American Counseling Association applications can be requested by calling toll-free, 1-800-347-
6647.

American Counseling Association (ACA) — www.counseling.org

American Rehabilitation Counselors Association (ARCA) - www.counseling.org
American School Counselors Association (ASCA) www.asca.org

American Mental Health Counselors Association www.amcha.org

Purpose of ACA , ASCA, AMHCA and ARCA: to serve its members and the public through programs
designed to advance the educational and practical aspects of counseling in all settings.

Benefits of Membership:
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Receipt of the Journal of the American Counseling Association

Participation in the supported liability, disability and life insurance programs.

Receipt of the Counseling Today.

Placement services

ARCA membership includes receipt of Rehabilitation Counseling Bulletin and the ARCA
Newsletter.

Access to the National Career information center.

ACA's Professional information and reference service.

ASCA's membership includes of the The American School Counselor and the ASCA
Newsletter.

9. AMHCA membership includes receipt of the Journal of Mental Health Counseling and the
AMHCA Newsletter
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For further information and applications for ACA and ARCA, contact your advisor or write:

ACA Membership Division
5999 Stevenson Avenue
Alexandria, Virginia 22304
1-800-347-6647
http://www.counseling.org

LICENSURE AND CERTIFICATION

All graduate students in the Counseling Program should plan to become licensed as Professional
Counselors in Texas after they have completed the necessary coursework and have enough experience.
Licensure not only entitles counselors to establish private practices, it also demonstrates that counselors
are legitimate mental health professionals. At this point, school counselors and counselors employed by
state agencies do not have to be licensed in order to practice. However, all students should be planning
their programs so that they will be eligible to sit for the licensure exam.

LICENSED PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR

The Texas Board of Examiners of Professional Counselors has been designated by the Texas Legislature
as the licensing body for counselors in Texas who want to pursue a career as a Licensed Professional
Counselor. Licensing as a generic counselor in the specialty as a rehabilitation counselor is available.

Any person practicing counseling activities and claiming the credentials of a Licensed Professional
Counselor (LPC) is required by law to submit appropriate credentials for evaluation and take an
examination before recognition is granted. Graduates of the SFASU Master's degree program with the
Rehabilitation Counseling Emphasis are prepared with the educational requisites for application for the
State of Texas licensing as a rehabilitation counselor. The Board may initiate requirements over and
beyond those one might satisfy in any given degree program. It is wise to contact the Board to gain
specific information on requirements that may be applicable at the time one applies for licensure.
Applications and additional information n the LPC may be obtained by contacting:
Texas State Board of Examiners of Professional Counselors
P.O. Box 12197, Capitol Station
Austin, Texas 78711
(512) 834-6658
http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/counselor/default.shtm

Certified School Counselor

School counselors must be certified by the State of Texas to serve in a school setting. Graduate students
who are certified teachers and who have three years of teaching experience can be certified when they
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graduate from the School Counseling Program and pass the School Counseling EXET exam. Students
are encouraged to check with their advisor concerning the requirements for school counseling certification
in Texas.

Nationally Certified Counselor

National Board for Certified Counselors, Inc.

3 Terrace Way, Suite D

Greensboro, NC 27403-3660 USA

336-547-0607 Office hours: M-F 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. ET
http://www.nbcc.org/

Certified Rehabilitation Counselor

National certification in the specialty area of Rehabilitation Counseling is available to interested graduates
of the RCEP. Graduates are eligible to sit for the certification examination in their specialization given by
the Commission on Certification of Rehabilitation Counselors upon completion of two years of work
experience with at least one year under the supervision of a Certified Rehabilitation Counselor.
Additional information on the CCRC exam and the certification process can be obtained from
Board of Certification of Rehabilitation Counselors
1835 Rowhling Road., Suite E
Rolling Meadows, Il 60008
(708) 394-1785
http://www.crccertification.com/

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

Students have the opportunity to apply for financial assistance through the Stephen F. Austin State
University Financial Aid Office, located on the first floor of the Austin Building, as well as through the
Rehabilitation Counselor Education Program.

Through the Rehabilitation Services Administration, Federal Stipend assistance is available from to
qualified graduate students in Rehabilitation Counseling. The aid is given to support persons seeking a
career in one of the professional specializations for which the Rehabilitation Services Administration of
the U.S. Department of Education has set manpower priorities in any given year. The criteria for the
stipend include full time (i.e., nine (9) graduate semester hours), enrollment in the specified graduate
concentration area; maintenance of a 3.0 GPA; U.S. citizen or holding credentials allowing the person to
remain in the U.S. to fulfill a work obligation following receipt of the degree; and the signing of an
agreement to work in a state Vocational Rehabilitation agency or a private, not-for-profit facility that
serves state vocational rehabilitation clients, for a period of two years for each year of receipt of the

award.
GRADUATE ASSISTANCESHIPS

A limited number of Graduate Assistanceship positions are available in the Department of Human
Services. Applications are available from the Department Secretary (Room 213, Birdwell Building) and
must be submitted prior to the fall semester. Midyear graduate Assistantships may be available and
require the same application requirements. Students must meet the following criteria: Must have received
clear admission to Graduate School; must be admitted to a graduate program offered in the Human
Services Department; and must be enrolled as a full-time student (minimum nine semester hours of
graduate studies). Full-time stipend is set at $8,200 for nine months. Stipends are also available for half
time work. All applications must be accompanied by a current student transcript before consideration can
be provided.
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JOB PLACEMENT

The SFASU Career Services Center assists students in looking for professional positions as they near
graduation. Resume preparation advice, job listings, interview coaching, maintenance of reference letters
and employer directories are some of the services available.

Students should tell all their professors if they are looking for a position. Many job leads are passed
informally to professors. | faculty members know of students who are searching, they will assist students
in any way possible. The professional friends and associates of faculty members can often help students
find the position they seek. Current announcements of available positions are kept in the glass bulletin
board near room HSTC 210

ACCREDITATION

In 1993 the Council on Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational Programs (CACREP)
accredited the masters’ degree program in Community Counseling and School Counseling. In 1993 the
Council on Rehabilitation Education, Inc. (CORE) granted accreditation status to the masters program
in Rehabilitation Counseling. Stephen F. Austin, and all of its degree programs, is accredited by its
regional accrediting agency, the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools.
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FORMS

(Duplicate as Necessary)
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Department of Human Services
Counselor Education Program

REQUEST FOR ASSIGNMENT OF
GRADUATE ADVISOR

Name: Date:

Degree Area

Completion of this form constitutes selection of a graduate academic advisor for the above
named student in the Master of Education degree program in Rehabilitation Counseling. The
Faculty member listed below agrees to serve as this student's advisor during their participation
in the masters program at Stephen F. Austin State University.

Student Signature

Name of Graduate Academic Advisor

Graduate Academic Advisor Signature
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STEPHEN F. AUSTIN STATE UNIVERSITY

MASTERS OF ARTS DEGREE PROGRAM FOR COUNSELING MAJORS - REHABILITATION

Name SS. #

Address City

State Zip Telephone

Degree Held Institution Date Major Minor

Background Courses:

Courses Completed:

Required Courses:

PSY 275
RHB 407/507 COUb25 ,528 ,531
RHB 490/592 COUb533__,535_ ,591__ ,594
EPS 559 | 585

33 Hours
Rehabilitation Counseling COUS505 |, 541__ ,542_ ,526__,
Emphasis COU 595(6)

12 Hours
Resource Course: COU 522

3 Hours

Major Professor

Department Chair

APPROVED:
Date

Student

Dean

Total Graduate Hours for Degree = 48*

Upon completion of COU 505, COU 531, 533, and 585, you are required to file an application for admission to candidacy with your
advisor. Responsibility for following the catalog requirements rests entirely with the student. REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DEGREE
MUST BE COMPLETED WITHIN SIX YEARS.
*Completion of this degree plan constitutes the basic educational preparation necessary for application for Licensed Professional
Counselor and Certified Rehabilitation Counselor.

**Requires Department Chairman approval prior to registration.
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STEPHEN F. AUSTIN STATE UNIVERSITY
MASTER'S OF ARTS DEGREE IN SCHOOL COUNSELING

Name SS. #

Address City

State Zip Telephone

Degree Held Institution Date Major Minor
Background Courses: Courses Completed: Required Courses:
Abnormal Psychology COU 520 _ ,522, ,525
Educational Psychology COuU 528 _ , 531 529
Survey of Exceptionalities or COUbB33 __,535__ ,591
Trends in Educating EPS550 ,559 585 |

Exceptional Children
With Two of the following:
General Psychology
Psychology of Adjustment 36 Hours
Developmental Psychology

School Counseling Core COU 524  ,594
595 (6 Hours)

12 Hours

Elective/60 Hour

NOTES:

Total Hours Required for Degree: 48 Hours

Major Professor Student

Department Chair

APPROVED:
Date Dean

Upon completion of COU 520, 531, 533, EPS 559, and 585, you are required to file an application for admission to candidacy with your
advisor. Responsibility for following the catalog requirements rests entirely with the student. REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DEGREE
MUST BE COMPLETED WITHIN SIX YEARS.

TEA requirements for a school counselor include: a current teachers certification and three years of teaching experience.

With an additional practicum in Community Counseling (COU 594) this degree plan constitutes the basic educational preparation
necessary for application for Licensed Professional Counselor.
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STEPHEN F. AUSTIN STATE UNIVERSITY

MASTERS OF ARTS DEGREE PROGRAM FOR COUNSELING MAJORS - COMMUNITY

Name Student ID

Address City

State Telephone

Degree Held Institution Major Minor

Background Courses:
Abnormal Psychology

Two (2) of the Following:
General Psychology
Psychology of Adjustment
Developmental Psychology

Courses Completed

Required Courses:
COU 520 _,COU 525_,528_, 531___
COU 533_,535_,591 _, 594
EPS 559_, 585_,
30 Hours

Resource Course:
(Choose Two)

EPS 545 , 555 , 575™ _,
EPS 589 ,590
COU 521_,526 _,538 _, 540
COU 544 |, 594,527 _, 529
COU 541,542
6 Hours

Community Emphasis

COU 522 _, 595 _ (6)
EPS 550
12 Hours

30




Notes:

Total Graduate Hours = 48*

Major Professor Student

Department Chair

APPROVED:
Date Dean

Upon completion of COU 520. 531, 533, EPS 559, and 585, you are required to file an application for admission to candidacy with your
advisor. Responsibility for following the catalog requirements rests entirely with the student. REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DEGREE
MUST BE COMPLETED WITHIN SIX YEARS.
*Completion of this degree plan constitutes the basic educational preparation necessary for application for Licensed Professional
Counselor.
**Requires Department Chairman approval prior to registration.
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SFASU Counselor Education Program
Practicum Application Form

> This application must be received at the SFA Counselor Education office by the deadline date for the semester or it
will be declined and returned to you

1. Name SS# - -
Address:
E-mail Phone (W) (H)

2. For which semester are you applying: Semester: Year:

3. Program: (check one)

[1 Rehabilitation Counseling [1 Community Counseling [1 School Counseling

Core Courses
COU 505 Introduction to Rehabilitation Counseling
Ccou 520 Introduction to Counseling
EPS 559 Tests and Measurement
EPS 585 Advanced Human Growth and Development
COou 522 Family Counseling
COU 525 Vocational and Educational Information
cou 523 Legal and Ethical Issues in Counseling
COU 528 Group Counseling
Ccou 531 Theories of Counseling
Cou 533 Skills and Techniques in Counseling
COU 535 Multicultural Counseling
COU 591 Mental Health and Psychopathology
Rehab Specialization
Ccou 526

541

542

Community Specialization

Ccou [ 527 |

School Specialization

COU [ 524
GPA |
Practicum Site On-Site Supervisor Credentials
Agency: Name: OMA/MS OMSW O ACP
OPhD/EdD O CSC OLPC OLMFT
Address: Address: 0OLCDC OLP O MD
Phone: Phone:
6. Advisor Approval: Date:

For office use only:
Date received: Date Reviewed: [JApproved [1Not Approved
Reasons(s) for Not Approval: Rev. 03/03
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SFASU Counselor Education Program
Internship Application Form

Application Deadline:

> This application must be received at the SFA Counselor Education office by the deadline date for the
semester or it will be declined and returned to you

> If you are splitting your internship between two semesters (i.e., 300 hours each semester) you must complete

two applications and a letter of explanation by the deadlines.

1. Name SS#
Address
E-mail Phone (W) (H)
2. For which semester are you applying: Semester: Year:
3. Program: (check one)
\ [J Rehabilitation Counseling \ [J Community Counseling \ [J School Counseling \
4. Number of credit hours in which you are enrolling this semester (check one):

3 semester hours (300 hours in an agency or school)
6 semester hours (600 hours in an agency or school)

5. Provide the following information about your practicum
Date Completed (or to be completed): Semester Year:
Location:

Site Supervisor:

Internship Site On-Site Supervisor Credentials
Agency: Name: [IMA/MS [1 MSW [ ACP
[1PhD/EdD [1 CSC [1 LPC [1 LMFT
Address: Address: [ LCDC [JLP 1 MD
Phone: Phone:
6. Advisor Approval: Date:

For office use only:
Date received:

Date Reviewed:

Reasons(s) for Not Approval:

[lApproved [ Not Approved

Rev. 03/03
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Stephen F. Austin State University

Nacogdoches, Texas
Graduate School

PETITION TO ACCEPT OUT-OF-DATE COURSES

Name Date

Student Identification # Major

Anticipated date of graduation

Semester Year

1 hereby petition the Graduate School to accept the course listed below toward my graduate degree. Reason for delay in
completion of degree:

I experienced two job transfers and the illness of my children while in the counseling program. Upon return I have
dedicated myself to completing the degree on a timely basis.

Student Signature

COURSE INFORMATION AND VALIDATION

Course _
Prefix Number Title

Semester Year Grade Instructor or Program Coordinator

1 certify the information taught in the course listed above is still current and valid and recommend that the student receive
credit for the course.

Date Instructor=s Signature

Approved Not Approved

Department Chair/Graduate Advisor

Associate VP for Graduate Studies Dean
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Student Semester/Year

Faculty Course Number

Performance Fithess Evaluation

N No Opportunity to observe

0 Does not meet criteria for program level

1 Meets criteria only minimally or inconsistently for program level

2 Always meets minimum requirements for program level

3 Always performs above minimum requirements in a satisfactory
manner

Counseling Skills and Abilities

1. The student demonstrates the ability to establish relationships in such a manner that a N 0 1 2 3
therapeutic working alliance can be created
2. The student demonstrates therapeutic communication skills including:
! a. Creating appropriate structure - setting the boundaries of the helping frame and N 0 1 2 3
maintaining boundaries throughout the work such as setting parameters for
meeting time and place, maintaining time limits, etc.
! b. Understanding content - understanding the primary elements of the client’s story N 0 1 2 3
! c.Understanding context - understanding the uniqueness of the story elements and their N 0 1 2 3
underlying meanings
! d. Responding to feelings - identifying client affect and addressing those feelings in a N 0 1 2 3
therapeutic manner
! e. Congruence - genuineness; external behavior consistent with internal affect N 0 1 2 3
! f. Establishing and communicating empathy - taking the perspective of the client without N 0 1 2 3
over-identifying.
! g. Non-verbal communication - demonstrates effective use of head, eyes, hands, feet, N 0 1 2 3
posture, voice, attire, etc.
! h. Immediacy - staying in the here and now N 0 1 2 3
! I. Timing - responding at the optimal moment N 0 1 2 3
! j. Intentionality - responding with a clear understanding of the therapist’s therapeutic N 0 1 2 3
intention
! k.Self-disclosure-skillful and carefully-considered for a specific therapeutic purpose N 0 1 2 3
3. The student demonstrates awareness of power differences in the therapeutic relationship 0 1 2 3
and manages these differences therapeutically.
4. The student collaborates with the client to establish clear therapeutic goals. N 0 1 2 3
5. The student facilitates movement toward client goals. N 0 1 2 3
6. The student demonstrates adequate knowledge of a wide variety of theoretical bases. N 0 1 2 3
7. The student demonstrates the capacity to match appropriate interventions to the presenting N 0 1 2 3
clinical profile in a theoretically consistent manner.
8. The student creates a safe clinical environment. N 0 1 2 3
9. The student demonstrates analysis and resolution of ethical dilemmas N 0 1 2 3
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Professional Responsibility

1. The student conducts self in an ethical manner so as to promote confidence in the N 0 1 2 3
counseling profession

2. The student relates to peers, professors, and others in a manner consistent with stated N 0 1 2 3
professional standards.

3. The student demonstrates sensitivity to real and ascribed differences in power between N 0 1 2 3
themselves and others.

4. The student demonstrates application of legal requirements relevant to counseling training N 0 1 2 3
and practice.

Competence

1. The student recognizes the boundaries of her/his particular competencies and limitations of N 0 1 2 3
her/his expertise.

2. The student takes responsibility for compensating for her/his deficiencies. 0 1 2 3

3. The student takes responsibility for assuring client welfare when encountering the N 0 1 2 3
boundaries of her/his expertise.

4. The student provides only those services and applies only those techniques for which N 0 1 2 3
she/he is qualified by education, training or experience.

5. The student demonstrates basic cognitive, affective, sensory and motor capacities to N 0 1 2 3
respond therapeutically to clients.

Maturity

1. The student demonstrates appropriate self-control (such as anger control, impulse control) N 0 1 2 3
in interpersonal relationships with faculty, peers, and clients.

2. The student is honest, fair and respectful of others. 0 1 2 3

3. The student is aware of his/her own belief systems, values, needs and limitations and the 0 1 2 3
effect of these on his/her work.

4. Student demonstrates ability to receive, integrate and utilize feedback from peers, teachers N 0 1 2 3
and supervisors.

5. The student exhibits appropriate levels of self-assurance, confidence and trust in own ability. 0 1 2 3

6. The student follows professionally recognized problem solving processes, seeking to 0 1 2 3
informally solve problems first with the individual(s) with whom the problem exists.

Integrity

1. The student refrains from making statements which are false, misleading or deceptive. N 0 1 2 3

2. The student avoids improper and potentially harmful dual relationships. N 0 1 2 3

3. The student respects the fundamental rights, dignity and worth of all people. N 0 1 2 3

4. The student respects the rights of individuals to privacy, confidentiality and choices N 0 1 2 3
regarding self-determination and autonomy.

5. The student respects cultural, individual and role differences, including those due to age, N 0 1 2 3
gender, race, ethnicity, national origin, religion, sexual orientation, disability, language and
socioeconomic status.

Student Signature: Date:
Faculty Signature: Date:
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Stephen F. Austin State University
Counselor Education Program Recommendation Form

To the Applicant: This form should be given to: (a) a professor, outside the SFA Counselor Education program, with whom you
have studied; (b) an employee supervisor under whom you have taught or worked; and/or (c) a practicing counselor. The
recommender should be able to comment on your qualifications for graduate study and as a participant in the counseling
profession.

1. Are you applying for the school, community or rehabilitation counseling program? (Check one)
[0 School [0 Community [0 Rehabilitation
Applicant Recommender
Your Name: Your Name:
Social Security # Organization and
address
Your Address Your Title
City, State, Zip Relationship to
Student

You may wish to retain your right to review information provided by the recommender you choose. Some persons prefer not to complete
recommendation forms unless they can be assured of the confidentiality of their comments. It is our opinion that comments provided on a
confidential basis are likely to be of more help to us in judging important characteristics such as creativity, originality, independence and
research capability. Therefore, the Stephen F. Austin State University Counselor Education Faculty are affording you the opportunity to waive
your right of subsequent access to this reference statement. In any event, your application for admission and/or financial support will be given full
consideration based on all the information accumulated in your application file, including this form, regardless of your decision on waiving your
right of future review. It is our policy to shred recommendation forms and letters following the admission decision.

0 | do waive my right to subsequent access to this recommendation form
0 | retain my right of subsequent access to this recommendation form.
SIGNATURE DATE

PLEASE MAIL DIRECTLY TO:

Counselor Education Admissions Committee
Box 13019, SFA Station
Nacogdoches, TX 75962-3019




Applicant Name Date:

To the Recommender: the above named individual has applied for admission to our Masters degree program in either school, community or
rehabilitation counseling. We are asking you to provide information and evaluation concerning this applicant’s ability to complete graduate study
in counseling and/or their potential for success in the counseling profession.

1. How long and under what circumstances have you known the applicant?

2. Please rate the applicant with others with whom you have worked in a similar capacity by placing a check (T) in the
appropriate box.

Qualities Lower Third Middle Upper Top 10% Not Able
Third Third to Judge

Ability to collaborate with others

Creativity

Emotional maturity and stability

Ethics/Personal integrity

Flexibility

Friendliness

Initiative and self-direction

Intellectual ability/critical thinking

Interpersonal skills

Leadership

Observed competence

Potential as a Counselor

Psychological health

Quality of Work

Response to feedback

Tolerance for ambiguity

Writing ability

3. On a separate letterhead, please attach a letter which includes a description of the applicant’s particularly
relevant strengths, limitations, and other pertinent information that might help in making our decision.

4. At what level of overall confidence would you recommend the applicant?
[l Not Recommend [’IRecommend with ['/Recommend [Strongly Recommend
Reservations

(Please specify below)

Recommender Signatures and Information

Name (PRINT) Date

Signature of recommender Email address

Stephen F. Austin State University does not discriminate on the basis of age, race, color, national or ethnic group, religious preference,
disability, or sex in any aspects of its operations.
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1.  Take Aptitude Test of
Graduate Records Exam

2. Apply for Admission to the
Graduate School

3. Apply for admission to the
Counseling Program

4.  Develop class schedule
Curriculum Plan

5. Join Texas Counseling
Association

> +

Preferably at least 4 weeks prior to
Admission to Graduate School

Prior to application to the Counseling
Program

Rolling Admission - 30 days prior to the
end of the semester completed
application materials must be received

After notice of admission and before
each registration period

Prior to completion of first semester in
program

D

# !
Counseling and Career Services 3™ Floor,
Rusk Bldg
WWW.gre.org

Graduate School, Room 423, Liberal Arts
North; Application on line at
www.sfasu.edu/graduate

Graduate Office and Department of Human

Services
Room 302, HSTC Building

Graduate Program Advisor

Graduate Program Advisor

D

Send application to Princeton, N.J.
office

Graduate School

% * - Dr. Bob Choate
& - Dr. Wendy Enochs
Dr. David Lawson

- Dr. Holly Abel

Graduate Program Advisor

Graduate Program Advisor

6.  Request assignment of advisor ~ Before first registration Graduate Program Advisor in Major Graduate Program Advisor in Major

Department

7. Geton List for COU 533 Skills ~ During First Semester in Program Graduate Program Advisor or Dr. Dale Fish ~ Dr. Dale Fish, Room 211, HSTC

and Techniques

8. Get on List for COU 528 -
Group Counseling

9. Complete Degree Plan

10.  Apply for Admission to
Candidacy

11. Petition for changes in degree
plan as needed or desired

12. Apply for Practicum

13. Apply for Internship

14. Pay Malpractice Liability
Insurance fee

15. Complete all requirements for
the degree within 6 years of
time started

16. Apply for degree, pay
graduation fee, and arrange
for cap and gown

17. Pay for Thesis binding and
microfilming

18. Arrange to complete
comprehensive examination

19. Study the Graduate School
Bulletin and Graduate
Counseling Handbook

During First Semester in Program

Before the end of your second semester
in program and no later than completing
12 hours of graduate work.

After 15 semesters of
graduate work to include COU 520 or
COU 505, 531 and 533, EPS 559 and
585. The semester following COU
533;Mid October, for Fall; Mid March
for Spring; Mid June for Summer

When changing degree plan
Mid October, for Spring,
Mid March for Summer
Mid June for Fall

Mid October, for Spring,
Mid March for Summer
Mid June for Fall

End of semester prior to Practicum and
Internship

Complete requirements

By deadline in current Graduate School
Bulletin

After thesis examination

During final semester before graduation

Frequently

Graduate Program Advisor

Counseling Program Advisor

Graduate Program Advisor
Candidacy Coordinator

Dr. Wendy Enochs

Counseling Program Handbook

Graduate Program Advisor

Practicum, Internship Coordinator

Practicum, Internship Coordinator

Practicum, Internship Coordinator

Graduate Bulletin
Graduate Advisor

Registrar - Graduate Office
Rusk Building

Library

Graduate Advisor

Admissions or Registrar
Counseling Clinic

Building, 468-1150

Dr. David Lawson, Room 215 HSTC

Building, 468-1079

Counseling Program Advisor

Graduate Program Advisor
Candidacy Coordinator
Dr. Wendy Enochs

Major Program Advisor

Graduate Program Advisor

Graduate Program Advisor

Graduate Program Advisor

Graduate Advisor

Graduate Advisor

Library

Mr. Robby Patterson

Counseling Clinic



Courses in Counselor Education (COU)

505 Introduction to Rehabilitation Counseling. A study of the process and practice of rehabilitation
counseling including intake, individual assessment, planning, utilization of client and community resources,
implementation and follow-up. Prerequisite: COU 507/RHB 407.

507 Vocational Evaluation and Job Placement of Persons with Severe

Disabilities. Exploration of services offered by rehabilitation facilities in working with persons with severe
disabilities. Beginning knowledge and skills will be developed in vocational evaluation, work adjustment and
job placement.

520 Introduction to Counseling. An overview of the counseling profession in school, agency, and other
human service settings.

521 Seminar: Alcohol and Drug Abuse. A survey of the medical, psycho-social, and legal aspects of
alcohol and drug abuse.

522 Family Counseling. A survey of selected family counseling theories and techniques.

524 The School Counselor. A general survey on the role and responsibility of the school counselor - K-12.
Prerequisite: COU 520.

525 Vocational and Educational Information. Career development theories and use of occupational and
educational information in counseling.

526 Medical Orientation to Counseling. A study of physical disabilities and their relationship to vocational
counseling and rehabilitation.

527 Advanced Methods of Marriage and Family Therapy. A study of methods and strategies of major
models of marriage and family therapy. Prerequisite: COU 522.

528 Group Counseling. Application of group techniques and processes in counseling. Prerequisite: COU
531.

529 Advanced Therapy Strategies for Parent-Child Relationships. Specialized training in techniques
and strategies used specifically in parent-child therapy procedures. Prerequisite: COU 520 or COU 522.
531 Theories of Counseling. A survey of selected counseling theories.

533 Counseling Skills and Techniques. Pre-practicum in applying counseling skills and techniques.

535 Multicultural Counseling. Counseling culturally different clients. Prerequisite COU 531.

538 Advanced Group Techniques. Participation as client and therapist in the application of group
counseling techniques. Prerequisite: COU 528.

539 Community and Agency Counseling. A foundational course in theoretical and applied information on
community counseling services that include a variety of delivery systems, staffing procedures, emergency
services, treatment paradigms and collaboration among mental health professionals.

Prerequisite: COU 520, 531.

540 Special Studies in Counseling. A study of current topics in Counseling. May be repeated for credit
when topic changes. Prerequisites: 12 semester hours in Counseling and permission of instructor.

541 Seminar in Rehabilitation Research. A survey of advanced issues in rehabilitation counseling
Research. Emphasis will be placed on knowledge, skills, values, and ethics in rehabilitation research.

542 Psychosocial Aspects of Counseling. Reviews the psychological and social aspects of individuals
and family response to disability and chronic iliness, including findings of research on the adjustment
process and on the relationship of psychophysiological and social variables to the acquisition

and maintenance of health and iliness/disability.

590 Rehabilitation of the Severely Disabled. An in-depth study of the process of rehabilitation with special
emphasis on the case management and service provision to individuals with severe and multiple disabilities.
Prerequisite: COU 505/RHB 405.

591 Mental Health Counseling. Biopsychosocial framework for the study of mental health and mental
disorders. Client conceptualization, assessment and treatment planning. Prerequisites: COU 531 and EPS
559.

593 Community and Agency Counseling. An overview of the history and foundation of community/agency
counseling as well as the specific populations served and counseling specialities utilized will be presented.
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594 Practicum In Counseling. 1 hour individual instruction, 1 1/2 hour group supervision and 16 hours lab
are required per week. Prerequisites: COU 528, 533, EPS 591 and admission to candidacy and permission
of instructor. May be repeated once for an additional 3 hours credit.

595 Internship in Counseling. 6 hours credit. A post-practicum field placement requiring a minimum of 600
clock hours of supervised counseling experience. Placements may include such settings as rehabilitation
centers, schools, and community agencies. (Pass-Fail) Prerequisites: COU 594, permission of instructor.

Courses in Education Psychology (EPS)

Unless otherwise indicated, courses are three semester hours credit.

545 Individual Intelligence Testing. The administration and interpretation of intelligence tests, report
writing, selection and interpretation of assessment batteries including measures of social/emotional
behavior. Prerequisite: EPS 544 or permission of instructor.

550 Research Methods. Advanced study of research procedures. Prerequisite: EPS 559.

559 Tests and Measurement. An in-depth look at the characteristics, use, administration and interpretation
of educational, vocational, and psychological tests. Emphasis is placed on determining reliability and validity
of tests.

559 Tests and Measurement. An in-depth look at the characteristics, use, administration and interpretation
of educational, vocational, and psychological tests. Emphasis is placed on determining reliability and validity
of tests..

575 Advanced Graduate Studies. Independent instruction. May be repeated under different topics:

a. Educational Psychology topics

b. Counselor Educaton topics

c. Special Education topics

d. Speech Pathology topics

585 Advanced Human Growth and Development. A study of current research

related to emotional, social, and mental development across the lifespan.
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