
 

 

 

Frank 
Aikman 

Scan this QR code with 

your smart phone to see 

more information about 
Frank Aikman. 

 

If you do not have a QR 
code scanner, you may 

visit the project website 

at: 
http://www.sfasu.edu/

heritagecenter/7038.asp

  
Frank Aikman is 

significant in 

Nacogdoches history for 

his role as a co-owner 

the Mahdeen Hair Tonic 

Company and for 

generously donating 

money for the 

construction of a 

gymnasium at SFA. 

 

Misty Hurley, a Graduate 

Student in Public History at 

Stephen F. Austin State 

University, created this 

brochure as part of her thesis 

on cemetery preservation and 

creation of interpretive 

materials connecting Oak 

Grove Cemetery of 

Nacogdoches with historic 

sites, museums, artifacts, and 

archival records.  
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This project has been created 
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Center for Regional Heritage 

Research at SFASU. 

Photographs courtesy of the 

East Texas Research Center. 
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Frank Speir Aikman was born January 

13, 1862, in Brooklyn, New York, to parents 

Samuel and Amelia Aikman. Frank came to 

Nacogdoches through his job as a travelling 

salesman, selling drugs and barbershop 

supplies. Mr. Aikman stayed at the Banita 

Hotel during his business trips and became 

friends with the McKinney family who 

owned the establishment.  

It was through his friendship with John 

Richard McKinney that Aikman met Ohn 

Louis Needham, the manager of a 

barbershop located near the Banita Hotel. 

Needham had recently created a hair tonic 

and needed a partner in order to expand his 

business. The two signed a contract and 

formed a partnership, and created the 

Mahdeen (Needham spelled backwards) 

Company on September 3, 1912. Under this 

arrangement, the Mahdeen brand expanded, 

was sold to all of the big national drug 

companies, and could be found in every 

state. 

Needham died in 1918 and Aikman 

carried on the company. Aikman invited 

John R. McKinney to join the company as 

the secretary-treasurer. By this time, Frank 

Aikman was one of the wealthiest men in  

Mahdeen Company 

Building - 204 East 

Pilar St. (this building 

is not open for tours) 

Historical Marker -  

Birdwell Field, Aikman 

Gym, and the 

Women's Recreation 

Center - Raguet St. and 

Aikman Dr. on the 

SFA campus 

Former Banita Hotel – 

201 West Pilar St. 

Frank Aikman’s grave 

at Oak Grove 

Cemetery – North 

Lanana St. 

Nacogdoches and Mahdeen had gained 

national prominence, selling at the best 

barbershops. 

From 1932 until his death in 1939, 

Aikman also served as a director for what is 

now the Commercial Bank of Texas. 

Aikman was known for his generousity 

with his friends and the community. He 

donated $25,000 to build Stephen F. Austin 

State Teacher’s College’s first gymnasium, 

which was constructed in 1924, and 

contributed subsequent donations totaling 

$37,000. 


