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TRUETT LATIMER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 512-475-3092 P.0, BOX 12276 AUSTIN TEXAS 78711

LOCUST GROVE ADDED TO NATIONAL REGISTER FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Locust Grove, a significant Harrison County historical site, was officially listed in the National Register
of Historic Places on June 20, 1979. Nominated for inclusion in the Register by the Texas Historical
Commission, the site is now formally recognized for its contribution to the history of the American people.

Locust Grove is a fine example of a Greek Revival plantation house of mid-19th century Texas and
stands as one of the oldest houses in the small community of Jonesville. Built for Alpheus Wright between
1847 and 1849, the house has remained in the family to the present.

The National Register is a nationwide inventory of historic properties considered to be worthy of preser-
vation for their cultural and historical values. Locust Grove is one of approximately 620 Texas sites of
archeological, historical, or architectural significance which have been included in the National Register,
under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966.

This designation does not infringe upon the private property rights of site owners. It does offer a
measure of protection from disturbance in any federally-funded or licensed project such as highway or
reservoir construction. National Register properties are also eligible for financial -assistance through the
grants-in-aid program. Such funds can be used for acquisition, preservation, or restoration of the sites. The
federal funds distributed to the states as grants-in-aid are not tax monies; they are part of lease payments to
the Department of the Interior for resource exploration on public lands. Funds are allocated to the states
each year through the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service of the Interior Department. The money
i1s administered in Texas by the National Register office of the Texas Historical Commission, under the
direction of Truett Latimer, State Historic Preservation Officer and Executive Director of the agency.
Texas’ 1979 allocation of $1,494,000 is the fifth largest state grant in the nation, reflecting Texas’ active
preservation efforts.

The Texas Historical Commission is the Official State Agency for Historic Preservation. It acts as a
clearinghouse for preservation information, sponsors educational and consultation programs, and publishes
preservation-related materials. The agency is responsible for the state historical marker program and for an
extensive program of workshops, publications, and services in the fields of preservation, archeology, and
museology. The Commission works closely with a network of 250 county historical commissions as well

as 237 non-profit heritage organizations in the state.
—80—
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The State Agency for Historic Prescrvation



l TRUETT LATIMER

P. O. BOX 12276

| EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR = L T e AUSTIN TEXAS 78711

August 10, 1979

Dear Mrs. Hodges:

Recently the Texas Historical Commission nominated the Locust Grove in Jonesville,
Harnson County, Texas, for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places.
On June 20, 1979, it was entered in the Register and is now afforded the privileges
granted under the Historic Preservation Act of 1966.

We are enclosing a pamphlet on the National Register program, its significance and its
implementation. If you have questions about possible grants-in-aid or the applicability
of the 1976 Tax Reform Act or need further information, please contact our office.

Your interest in the preservation of Texas heritage is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

Enclosure

The State Jy/zﬂ% Sfor FHistoric FPreservation




ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER
TEXAS

STATE

Date Entered JUN 20 |979

Name Location
Jonesville

Locust Grove
Harrison County

Alsc Notified

Honorable John G. Tower
Honorable Lloyd M. Bentsen
Honorable Sam B. Hall, Jr.

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.
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April 18, 1979

Dear Gayle:

Enclosed is the original nomination and additional requested
material for Locist Grove, Harrison County, Texas. Marcella
had asked for the further justification quite some time ago.
Let me kRnow if this is sufficient.

Thank you very much.

i)
ssa Anderson
Coordinator
National Register Nominations

: LA
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MARSHALL, TEXAS

3704 Fitzgerald
Marshall, Texas 75670

February 23, 1978

Mr. David Moore

Texas Historical Commission
Box 12276, Capitol Station
Austin, Texas 78711

Dear Mr. Moore:

It was a pleasure to meet you on my too-brief visit to
the Commission offices the day of the tax seminar. Both
Mrs. Lale and I are looking forward to the visit to Har-
rison County which Marie indicated you and Stan will be
making soon.

We now have what I believe to be all the information
needed to complete the record on Locust Grove. Perhaps the
best way to convey it is to answer in order the questions
which Marie initially raised in her letter of June 23, 1976:

1. Is Jonesville still an extant community? The answer
is yes, although it is not an incorporated municipality. The
postoffice now known as Jonesville was established under the
name of Border when John C. Dunn was appointed postmaster on
January 18, 18L47. The postoffice and the community with it
were moved a mile and a half south in 1868 to place themselves
on the Southern Pacific Railroad when its rails were relaid.
It was moved again in 1874 to place it on the Texas and Pacific
Railroad. The locus of the Jonesville community is the T. C.
Lindsey general store operated by Tom and Sam Vaughn, a sur-
viving nineteenth century establishment which has been used
as a setting for several Walt Disney movies. Still standing
in Jonesville is the last operating cotton gin in Harrison
County, though it has been closed for several years, since
cotton disappeared as a farm crop in Harrison County.

2.Did the stage stop which was mentioned have any relation-
ship to the Wright house? The answer is no. This information
was gratuitously included in the original submission only to
show that Locust Grove was located in an established antebellum
community.



3. Are the one-story rooms which made the house a U-shaped structure
original? The answer is yes. See the attached supplemental data supplied
by Mrs. Willard Hodges of Dallas, present owner of Locust Grove and a direct
descendant of the original owner. Mrs. Hodges also has supplied a sketch
drawing of the floor plan to clarify the architectural relationships.

L. Where are the Motley and Long homes? See Mrs. Hodges' attached
statement.

5. How do you know these homes were built by the same man? See Mrs.
Hodges' attached statement.

6. Can you provide a chronological list of ownership? See Mrs. Hodges'
attached statement.

7. Can you give any biographical information on any of the other owners?
See Mrs. Hodges' attached statement.

8. Can you provide a brief comment stating why you think this house is
significant? Locust Grove is a surviving example of an architectural style
to which prosperous planters aspired in the early years of antebellum Harrison
Caunty. As such it offers to the present and to future generations a living
picture of life styles based on the ecohomic system which flourished during
a period when Harrison County was one of the most populous and influentailly
one of the most important counties in Texas. This system, and with it much
of the statewide leadership provided by residents of Harrison County, expired
in 1865, of course. Nevertheless, the house remains. Its original owner was
one of the pioneers of both Harrison County and the economic system on which
much of Harrison County'!s early preeminence was based.

9. Was the name Locust Grove chosen by the original owner? As noted in
the original submission, the house first was known as "Florence Dale" in honor
of a daughter born in the house on June 25, 1849. The name was changed to
Locust Grove later.

I hope to answer shortly the similar questions which have been raised
about Pine Hill. At the moment I am awaiting a reply from the present owner,
a resident of Houston, to my letter to him about these questions.

Best regards and all good wishes.

Sincerely

y\k,cX¢é S. OZ£;~SL&\

Max S. Lale
Chairman
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Supplg;fntal Data on Locust Groveg
nesville, Harrison County“~
Texas

Question: Are the one-story rooms which made the house a U-shaped
structure original?

Yes. When the house was built beginning in 1847, the back part was
an open court, U-shaped with north base squared; the east side of
the court was the large dining room, and the west side was formed
by two small bedrooms which, together, were the size of the dinng
room, making both sides of the U the same size. These original
rooms are still part of the house - the only change in structure
was that the open space was floored and roofed, making a large
hall. The north, east, and west walls of this hall are the original
outside walls of the front hall, the dining room, and the two west
bedrooms. The south wall was added to complete enclosure of the
area. The double doors which originally were at the north base of
the U (opening from the front hall into the gallery which ran all
around the U) were moved to the south end of this large hall, and
remain there today. 1In brief, the only room that was "added" was
the result of enclosing the open space. This enclosure work was
begun in October 1908 - the carpenters had to delay the work for

my birth on October 8 and my mother's recovery to the point that
she could resume operation of her household and oversee the pre-
paration of meals for the carpenters.

Question: What are the locations of the Motley and Long houses
in relationship to Locust Grove?

Locust Grove is on "Bill Coleman Road" - a little unnumbered county
road, formerly the old stagecoach road mentioned in the narrative
on Locust Grove, running in front of Locust Grove. To reach the
site of the old Robert H. Motley place (house no longer standing),
follow Hwy 1998 east out of Marshall; go past Scottsville Cemetery
continuing east, Where Hwy 1998 runs into Hwy 134, take 134, going
southeast. This is at a point where there arecseveral mailboxes
and a house on the left and a house on the right. The Motley house
site is on the left side of the road, several hundred yards past
the point where 1998 merges into 134. Large magnolia trees (and
other trees) identify this spot.

The Col. Long place (Lonely Dell) was not right in this area - it
was nearer Elysian Fields, but I am not personally familiar with
the exact location.

I have no documented proof that the same person who built Locust
Grove also built the Motley and the Long houses. It would be
most unusual for one to find documentation of this type of thing.
My mother told me that the same builder was used for the three
houses and she had this information from her father. I have seen
a picture of the Long house, and the exterior (front and what I
can see of the side) was identical to Locust Grove. I have been
in the Motley House and know personally that it was like Locust
Grove except that the hall extended the full length of the house
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whereas Locust Grove had the open U-shaped court in the back.

Question: What is the chronological chain of ownership to the
present?

Alpheus Billings Wright, original owner who had the house built.
Construction started in 1847. Wright died December 16, 1869.
Lucy Benefield Taylor Wright, widow of A. B. Wright, owner
until her death on January 21, 1888.

Robert Ross Wright, son of A. B. and Lucy (Taylor) Wright, owner
until his death on September 13, 1888.

Eudora Carolina Perry Wright, widow of R. R. Wright, owner until
her death on October 16, 1902.

The seven children of Eudora Perry Wright were heirs to her
intestate estate, and they sold their interests to the eldest
child, Eugene Earl Wright. The six< heirs who sold to the
seventh were: Lucy Ross Wright Coleman (Mrs. Thomas Algernon
Coleman), William Alpheus Wright, Robert Ross Wright (II),

Von Bismarck Wright, Eudora Wright Akin (Mrs. Walter L. Akin),
and Edward Pope Wright.

At the death of Eugene Earl Wright on March 7, 1924, his six
siblings became heirs to his intestate estate, and they sold

to the eldest sister, Lucy Ross Wright Coleman (Mrs. Thomas
Algernon Coleman).

On June 21, 1952, Lucy Ross Wright Coleman conveyed the l5-acre
house site including "Locust Grove" to her only daughter,

Eudora Earle Coleman (now Mrs. Willard L. Hodges), retaining

a lifetime estate. Full title passed to Eudora Coleman when
Lucy Wright Coleman died on April 8, 1953. The deed is re-
corded on page 46 of Harrison County Deed Book 416. I am

still the owner of this property.

Brief biographical data on the owners of this property are
attached.

——

=
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C:%graphical Data on Owners(£
of Locust Grove

Alpheus Billings Wright - in original narrative.

Lucy Benefield Taylor Wright, widow of A. B. Wright. Born June 8,
1808, in Nash County, North Carolina, died January 21, 1888, Jonesville,
Harrison County, Texas, at home of her daughter, Mrs. C. C. Hart, whose
home was near Locust Grove, on part of the original Wright property.
Buried in Concord Cemetery, Jonesville, Texas. Daughter of William

and Hannah (Dudley) Taylor, both of Nash County, N. C. - moved ca

1812 to Todd County, Kentucky. A. B. Wright and Lucy Benefield

Taylor married in Todd County in 1830 (License #385, Book A, p. 56).
The Wrights came to Harrison County in 1847 - see original narrative.

Robert Ross Wright, only son of A. B. and Lucy (Taylor) Wright, was
born February 9, 1840, in Todd County, Kentucky. He died September 13,
1888, at his home, Locust Grove, Jonesville, Harrison County, Texas.
He is buried in Concord Cemetery, Jonesville, Texas. On April 4,
1865, at "Whitehall," the Perry home, he married Eudora Carolina
Perry, daughter of Dr. Harwood Pope and Mary Ann (Earl) Perry. Robert
Ross Wright received his early education in his home and in local
schools and at old Baylor University, when it was located in
Independence, Texas. I have two of his textbooks, inscribed and

dated in his own handwriting. Then he studied dentistry in the
Philadelphia Dental College, leaving a few months before graduation

to enter the Confederate Army. He w ith_t shall,Guards

and Texas Hunters, a member of Co. A?Eggg'Teizg'ggég gg?)Gen. Walter
P. Lane's Brigade, Van Horn's Division. He came home on furlough

in 1865 because of his father's illness and was still on furlough

when the Civil War ended. He married and lived in his home, Locust
Grove, and managed the farm during his father's illness, continuing to
live there until his own death. His mother and unmarried youngest
sister, Florence, also lived there until a short time before his
death; also in the home were his widowed sister Emma Hope (Mrs.

Adam) and her baby daughter, for whom R. R. Wright was appointed
guardian. They lived there until Mrs. Emma Hope married C. C. Hart

in 1873, in Harrison County. Not licensed to practice dentistry,
Robert Ross Wright was engaged in farming. He was an ardent sportsman,
enjoying hunting and all such sports in the out-of-doors. He was

a high-spirited and people-oriented man, taking great pleasure in
entertaining his friends in his home. He was a devoted husband and
father and a man of unusually high moral principles.

Eudora Carolina Perry Wright, widow of Robert Ross Wright. Born
October 22, 1840, in Lowndes County, Alabama, died October 16, 1902,
in Marshall, Harrison County, Texas, at the home of her daughter,
Mrs. Thomas A. Coleman, buried in Concord Cemetery, Jonesville, Texas.
She was a daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Harwood Pope Perry of "Whitehall,"
near present-day Leigh, Texas, in Harrison County. Dr. Perry was
born and reared in Louisburg, Franklin County, N. C., and Mrs. Perry
was born in New York but moved to Louisburg, N. C., when quite

young, married there and moved with her husband to Lowndes County,
Alabama, where they lived before moving to Texas during the very
last vear of the Revublic of Texas. Their dauaghter. Eudora Carolina,
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received a very fine education in the classics, languages, and
numerous fine arts in the excellent and large school operated by
her parents in their home, with teachers brought in from the East
and from North Carolina. She was a very beautiful and talented
woman, widely loved and admired. She was among the young women
of the community who made the silk flag (which she designed) that
was presented to the Marshall Guards and Texas Hunters when they
entered the Civil War conflict. She composed and delivered the
presentation speech and the flag was received by young Robert Ross,
who at that time was her secret fiance. When the flag was too
worn for further use, it was given to Robert Ross Wright, and he
brought it home in his saddlebag when he came home on furlough
during his father's illness. A piece of the fringe, the remnants
of the flag, and the original speech in Eudora's handwriting are
still owned by descendants of this couple.

Eugene Earl Wright, eldest child of Robert Ross and Eudora (Perry)
Wright, was born March 3, 1866, in Locust Grove, Jonesville, Texas.
He died, unmarried, on March 7, 1924, at his home in New Orleans,
Louisiana. He is buried in Concord Cemetery, Jonesville, Texas.

At an early age, he assumed his place as the male head of the
family and helped and supported his mother in her task of operating
the farm and rearing her family after her husband's death, leaving
her with seven children, the youngest only two. Earl Wright was
educated in his home and in the local schools and, for a time, at
A&M College, College Station, Texas. He was in the insurance busi-
ness, holding positions of high responsibility with several out-
standing Texas and Louisiana insurance agencies. He was a man of
unusually diversified interests and tastes, and had a circle of
friends that extended throughout the United States. At one time

he owned the largest coin collection in the United States. He

was an unusual man in his capabilities and interests and a man

who favorably influenced many because of his fine character and

his intense interest in people. One of his special projects was
finding ambitious but financially distressed young boys and taking
them into his care and training, many of these young men developing
into fine business men, chiefly in the field of insurance. Even
today, Earl Wright's relatives are acquainted with children of

some of these young men who recall the help from the "old man" or
"the Colonel" as they affectionately call him, as their fathers
did.

Lucy Ross Wright Coleman, sister of Eugene Earl Wright, was born
January 6, 1868, in Locust Grove, Jonesville, Texas. She died
April 8, 1953, in her beloved home, and was buried in Concord
Cemetery. On October 5, 1892, in the parlor of Locust Grove,

she was married to Thomas Algernon Coleman of Leigh, Texas,
Harrison County. They were the parents of four children: an
infant daughter, who died at birth; Walter Sidney Coleman, born
July 30, 1898, now deceased; Will Whaley Coleman, born August 23,
1906, deceased; Eudora Earle Coleman, born October 8, 1908.
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As the eldest daughter, Lucy Ross Wright was a constant companion
and assistant to her mother, burdened with the responsibilities
that fell to her as a young widow with children and handicapped
by ill health. Earl and Lucy became the strangth of the family,
helping with the younger children and other family responsibilities
and devoting their time and love and care to their family. This
devotion to others continued after Lucy's marriage - she loved
her family, her friends, and just humanity and her purpose in
life was to serve - which she did, freely and wonderfully. She
and her husband held a position of very high regard in the com-
munity where they were not only leaders but ever-ready helpers
in time of need.

Eudora Earle Coleman Hodges, daughter of Thomas Algernon and Lucy
Ross (Wright) Coleman, was born October 8, 1908, in Locust Grove.
Educated in local schools, Marshall High School, and a graduate
of Baylor University, Waco, Texas, in 1929. Taught school for
eight years, then entered the business world, going into service
with the United States Government in 1939. Retired from Alcohol,
Tobacco and Firearms, Treasury Department, in 1973. Married
Willard L. Hodges in Dallas, Texas, on June 20, 1953. Living

in Dallas since 1940, present residence 10243 San Juan Avenue,
Dallas. No children. Hobbies, history and genealogy.
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Dear Mrs. Abney:

In talking with
he thought you had already mailed
on Pine Hi1l and Locust Grove.
ceived it and 1 won
material that you could send us. ¢

more information. In March of
visited the site
note the acreage, etc.

questions 1 had concerni
are still some

cated such by the check marks.

If you can send this information,
right away.

A
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Mrs. James K. Abney
Wanda Court
Marshall, Texas 75670

cc: Max Lale

Enclosure

Max Lale last Friday,

If you did
dered if you might have a copy of the

Enclosed is the letter I sent to Max last year
this year one O
briefly to take photographs

He was able to answer mos
ng the arch
areas that I need information and I have indi-
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he mentioned that
the supplementary material
we have never re-

asking for

f our architects
sketch the site,
t of the

jtecture. However, there

we will nominate the buildings

Sincerely.,

i ] o

Marie D. Landon
Coordinator, National
Register Nominations




June 23, 1976
Mr. Max Lale
3704 Fitzgerald
Marshall, T™X 75670

Dear Mr. Lale:

Thank you for gathering information on the Pine Hill and Locust
Grove plantation houses. I have placed both of these houses on
the agenda for the August 3rd Review Board meeting.

T think I have sufficient material to bring the properties before
the Board, but before I can complete the nomination form, I

have a few more questions on each nomination. Could you please
direct this letter to those people responsible for collecting

the architectural and historical material.

PINE HILIL

1. 1Is the kitchen wing a total reconstruction?

2. Can you give specific or approximate dates of when the
house was built, when it was changed to GreeK Revival,
and when additions were made?

3. Can you provide the dates of when the particular owners
resided there?

4. Can you give more biographical information on the owners,
particularly the man who first built it and any of the
prominent or long-time owners, kike Judge Williamson?

5. How many acres are being nominated?

6. Is there any evidence to support the belief that Augustus
Phelps remodeled the structure into a Greek Revival house?

7. T read something about a "plus-shaped" hall. 1Is there
a central hall and two side halls?

LOCUST GROVE

1. 1Is Jonesville still an extant community?

2. The stage stop was mentioned that was two miles away at
Hinton's Spring---did this have any relationship to
the wWright House?
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page 2 .Mr. Lale

Are the one-story rooms which made the house a U-shaped
structure original? If not, when were they added?

The architectural description of the original and present
floor plan is a little confusing. Can you send a sketch
of the original plan and how it has been transformed
for modern use? For instance, are the two bedrooms in
the west wing and the dining room in the east wing?

Where are the Motley and Long homes that you say the
builder of the Wright home also constructed? Are they
also around Marshall? How do you know the same man
built all three houses?

Are the slave cabins, gin, barn still standing? Are
there any other historic or non~historic outbuildings?

Can you provide a chronological list of ownership to
present? Can you give any biographical information
on any of the other owners?

Can you provide a brief comment stating why you think
this house is significant---architecture? History?

How many acres are being nominated? If there are more
than 10 acres, can you send a sketch map showing the
area being nominated and the extant structures? (This
also should be done for Pine Hill if it is larger than
10 acres.)

If you can provéde us with all or some of this information, the
Pine Hill and Locust Grove nominations will be much more complete.
Oh yes,
"tocust Grove") chosen by the original owners? Are they currently
known by these titles?

were both of these plantation names ("Pine Hill" and

Will you be at the Annual Meeting in Galveston this year? I am
really looking forward to that meeting and hope to get a chance
to visit with you again. Brooks may be able to come for the
latter part of the meeting and I am anxious for y'all to meet
him finally.

Have a nice summer!

MDL/s

Sincerely, -

94 e

Marie D. Landon
Historian, National Register
Programs for Texas



Texas Histor1 mmission O
Box 12276, Capitol Station
Austin, Texas 78711

Tructt Latimer
Executive Director

July 21, 1976

Mrs. Eudora Coleman Hodges
10243 San Juan Avenue
Dallas, Texas 75228

Re: Locust Grove

Dear Mrs. Hodges:

The above named site or structure will be considered by the
Board of Review for the State of Texas for approval to be
ncminated to the National Register of Historic Places. This
review 1e pursuant to the National Historic Preservation Act
2f 1966 rulemaking published in the Federal Register. The
keview Board meets in Austin, Texas on August 3, 1976.

The National Register, established by Congress in the His-
toric Preservation Act of 1966, was created to record the
heritage of the nation as reflected in its architecture,
archeological sites, and other historic places. Therefore,
the Register is the official schedule of the nation's
tangible cultural property which is worthy of preservation.
By identitying these irreplaceable resources across the face
of the land, we can build a future with both a rich environ-
ment and a visible continuity with the past.

The inclusion of an historic property on the National Register
1€ primarily an inventory listing that in no way infringes
aponl the private property rights of the owners. National
Regist=2r rroperties may or may not be open to the public. at
trne disc.ooe1zn of the owner. 1In addition, the property's
mcelusion on the National Register gqualifies it Lo receive a
matching grant—-in-aid for preservation or restoration through
the Office >f Archenslogy and ilistoric Preservatiosn of the
flational Park Service. To date, however, funding for this
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LOCUST GROVE
ONE MILE NORTHWEST OF HIGHWAYS 134 AND (976

NEAR JONESVILLE,HARRISON COUNTY, TEXAS
UTM REFERENCE: 15/392015/36014-15
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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
I —EXCELLENT — DETERIORATED —UNALTERED XoriGINAL siTE
: Xcoop —RUINS XALTeReD —MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Locust Grove is a two-story frame Greek Revival Plantation house located
-~ near the small East Texas community of Jonesville in Marshall County.
. Built between 1847 and 1849 for Alpheus Wright, the structure once servec
as the focal point of a large mid-nineteenth century cotton plantation.
Although the plantation no longer exists, several outbuildings dating as
far back as the pre-Civil War period still stand in the house's immediate
area, A slave cabin, log cabin and barn are situated to the rear or
south of the house within an area of about eight acres. A fence enclose.
N the house and the slave cabin; however, the remaining structures are lo-
- cated just outside the fence., These remaining outbuildings stand in de-
teriorated condition; nevertheless, they provide good reminders of the
importance these buildings had to the operation of the plantation,

Resting upon a brick pier foundation, Locust Grove faces north and is
dominated on the front by a two-story inset gallery. The gallery extend:
the length of the house and is divided into five bays by six square wood
columns on each floor. The columns are capped with molded capitals and
are linked by slat balustrades. Double door entrances with transom and
sidelights pierce each floor and are flanked on either side by 6/6 win-
dows,

Displaying exterior brick chimneys that extend beyond the gable roof in
the east and west facades, the structure featured a u-shaped floor plan
with two, one-story gable roofed wings projecting from the rear of the
two-story main house, In 1908 the courtyard between the two wings was
enclosed with a one-story gabled roof additiocn which created a large
hall running the width of the house. A double door rear entrance, orig-
inally opening onto the courtyard, was removed and re-installed in the
addition. The kitchen and laundry room which were situated just east

of the house in a separate structure were ad joined to the house near the
southeast corner in 1908, The kitchen's interior brick chimney is still
visible and rises from the apex of the kitchen's gabled roof. A garage
was later added onto the kitchen thus providing Locust Grove with its
present floor plan,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Locust Grove represents a
house of mid-nineteenth ce

good example of a Greek Revival plantation
ntury Texas and stands as one of the oldest

houses in the small community of Jonesville, Built for Alpheus Wright,

the house once served as the center of a large
mained within the possession of Wri
tion between 1847 and 1849,

Alpheus Wright moved from Trenton,
That same year, Redding s. Fridgen, a wealthy landowner in the area,
married Wright's eldest daughter and sold 64
tion soon began on the two-
wa.. completed,
born in the house in 184
honor of this child,
house became known as Locust Grove,
known.

The Wright plantation
War and Wright's illne
of the plantation.

When Wri

Wright's only son,
ment with the Confederate army to visit
When Wright died in 1869, his widow,
owner, and Robert managed the farm,
land was subdivided among the family

plantation and has re-
ght's descendants since its comple-

Kentucky to Harrison County in 1847,

0 acres to Wright. Construc-
story frame house, and by 1849 the structure
ght's youngest daughter, Edith Florence, was

9, the building was called Florence Dale in
However, the name did not stick,and eventually the
although the name's origin is not

prospered throughout the 1850's, but the Civil

Ss in the mid 1860's contributed to the decline

Robert, returned from his assign-
his father and run the plantatior
Lucy Taylor Wright, became the

After their deaths in 1888, the
members and the house became the

property of Robert's widow, Eudora Perry Wright., After her death in

1902 the house has been owne

owned by a direct descendant of Alpheus Wright,

The community of Jonesville was fou

d by various family members and is still

nded in 1847 in the eastern section

of Harrison County about four miles west of the Louisiana border. The
township was originally called Border, but the name was soon changed to

Jonesville.

When the railroad arrived
moved one and one-half miles
sult, Locus

in 1868, most of the townspeople
south near the railroad tracks. As a re-
t Grove stands as an excellent reminder of the old townsite

and represents one of the oldest and most impressive residences in the

area,
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The nominated property is described by the enclosed map. The
majority of the property, including the main house and slave
quarters, is enclosed by a fence measuring 120' x 280'. The
boundary is extended, however, to surround a barn and log
cabin. All the outbuildings are historically linked with the
plantation's operation.
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LOCUST GROVE
1847

In 1847 Alpheus Billings Wright and his family moved from Trenton, Todd County,
Kentucky, to a community in southeastern Harrison County, Texas, which became
Jonesville in 1849. The original postoffice was Border, opened January 18, 1847,
with John Ce Dunn as postmaster, but on September 5, 1849, the name was changed

to Jonesville in honor of the first merchant there, one William Jones. Thomas E.
Rives was postmaster of Jonesville in 1849. (List of Post Offices, Harrison County,
Texas, pages 56 and 57, National Archives, Washington, De Ce) The arrival of the
Wright family is documented in a handwritten account of the Wright ancestry begun
by Ae B. Wright's grandson, Eugene Earl Wright, in 1886, when he was 20 years oldﬁl)
On October 11, 1847, in Harrison County, the eldest Wright child, Elizabeth Hannah,
married Redding Se Pridgen, Reverend William Steel, officiants (Page 91, Harrison
County Marriage Record 3) A. Be Wright purchased 640 acres of land, encompassing
what was to become his house site, from Redding Se Pridgen, who was not only his
son-in-law but also his wife's cousine. There must have been some kind of contract
(possibly only a '"gentlemen's agreement') because the deed of sale-conveyance was
not executed until January &4, 1853 (acknowledged January 4, 1853, recorded July 17,
1854, on page 273 of Harrison County DB N)e. The land was in the Re Ss Pridgen
survey, Holland Anderson Headright, about 12 miles east of Marshall and 2-3 miles
northwest of old Jonesville locatione.

The house, a 2-story frame structure with 7 rooms, two front halls (upper and
lower), and a vestibuyle, was built facing north with the old stagecoach route
from Jefferson, Texas, to Louisiana, directly in front, approximately 200 yards
from the residence. The stage junction was at William Rosser Hinton's spring,
about 2 miles northwest, on the stagecoach roads At this junction the horses
were watered and fed and one coach went on to Shreveport, Louilsiana, and another
went northeast via the Webster, Blocker, and Dr. Harwood Pope Perry plantations,
on down old Swanson Landing road to Swanson's Landing on Caddo Lakes The laundry
room and kitchen, a 2-room structure, was separate from the main housees Lucy
Benefield (Taylor) Wright planted seeds for two magnolia trees in her front yard
before construction began on the house. These magnolia trees are still standing.

The house was erected on oak foundation blocks and pillars of brick made by brick-
mason slaves owned by a neighbor, John Johnston Webster, in kilns at the Webster
plantation, Mimosa Halle Bricks for the chimneys were also made in the Webster
kilns and purchased by Wright. The masonry work was done by Webster's trained
brickmasonss

The house was constructed of mixed lumber, chiefly heart pines The lumber, pur-
chased from Josiah D. Perry's mill at Swanson's Landing on Caddo Lake, was hauled
to location in wagons pulled by oxen. (Josiah De Perry was an uncle of Eudora
carolina Perry, who later married A. Bs Wright's only son, Robert Ross Wrighte)
Outside walls of the house were covered with weatherboards and the house was roofed
with cedar shingles. Wall braces were oak and/or pine, and possibly some cypress,
mortised and pegged with wooden pegse The floors were plain plank floors. Some

of the inside walls were plasteredjothers, .and ceilings, were of 18" heart pine planks
with the cracks covered by strips approximately 8 inches wide and 1 inch thicke
Examples of the original walls of this type may be seen today in the "big dining
room'" and the old laundry roome

(1) Exhibit A and Exhibit B
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The house was built with identical galleries across the front on the upper and

lower levels, with 6 simple square columns extending the entire height and with
plain balustrades running across the entire front, -upper and lower galleriese The
double entrance doors (front, back of front hall, and vestibule) were of oak with
fixed louvers, all put together with wooden pegs. Side and transom glasses framed
the front doorss These front and back doors are still in usee Most of the windows
are the originals; marks from the original blind fasteners were visible and old
fasteners were pulling out even after the house was restored in 1908, The moveable
1ouvered window blinds now on the house are the originals, some having been repaired
but basic construction unchangede The house sills are oak, hewn by slaves, approxi-
mately 12-14 inches squared and 24-30 feet longe They are still as sound as petri-
fied stones

K:ghe kitchen and laundry rooms were in a 2-room structure with a common flue on the

outheast side of and apart from the main structurés " Service from these rooms to

the "big" house was via a covered walkway called "the gangplank' and entry into a
small vestibule ‘in the house through double doors described earliers Frdm this
vestibule doors led into the front room on the north (either a bedroom or the
parlor), south into the dining room, and west into Y gallery which ran the full
length of the back part of the house, which was in a squared U shape around. an
open courts From this little courtyard gallery one could enter the two back bed-
rooms, the vestibule, the dining room, and the front hall (via double oak doors,
thence on into the east and west downstalrs rooms and on up the stairway)e. One
of the back bedrooms was built for the express purpose of accommodating transients,
peddlers, and so on, and was designated as "the lodging room." An interesting
feature of the old laundry room (now a storeroom) is the loop hook in the ceiling,
all that remains of Ae. B. Wright's home-rigged shower bath.

The name of the builder of the Wright home is unknown but it is known that he also
built the Robert H. Motley and the Cole. Benjamin Long homes (Lonely Dell), both
of which were almost identical to the Wright homes

Slave cabins were back of the house on the southwest The original orchard was easte.
The mule-powered gin was on a hill due southe. The barn was a 2-story building
south-southwest of the housee. Some of the timber from the old barn is in the present,
badly deteriorated barns

Tn 1908 the house was restored but no major architectural changes were made. The
laundry room and kitchen were pulled up and joined to the house on the east and are
now used, respectively, as a storeroom and a kitchen-family dining room. The
original dining room is still in use, unchanged, and is called ''the big dining
rooms" When the work was done in 1908 the outside walls of these two rooms were
covered with weatherboarding to match the other outside wallse The open court on
the south side of the house was enclosed and is now a large hall; the original
weatherboarding remains on these wallse The original double door which was on

the south side of the front hall was moved to the back {south) entrance to the hall
and was framed with side glasses and a transom glass to match the front doore The
opening between the front and the back halls was left open, but in 1952 a double
door was added here. The house was raised and foundation pillars straightened and
strengtheneds The original brick pillars remain but we have not been able to
examine for remains of the original oak blockg- A new shingle roof was laid.
Plastered walls were papered and plank wal1¥Se %lkb%%sunchanged. One of the brick-
masons was a Mre Warbritton, who lived and worked in Woodlawn, Texas, in later yearss

In 1928 the house was damaged by a fallen tree during a tornado but no changes were
made during the repair process except that the shingle roof was replaced by a
metal roofe.
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Although probably not completely finished, the Wright house was habitable by 1849
because the y est child, Edith Florence Wright, was born in this house on

June 25, 1849+ ‘I remember this beloved great aunt well, but the information about
the place of her birth came to me from my mother, Lucy Ross Wright Colemane. The
home was first called "Florence Dale" in honor of this child but the name did not
stick and was changed to "Locust Grove," the name by which it is still knowm.

In 1952 repairs were made to the house but the basic architecture was unchanged.

On all sides of the house the weatherboarding was removed and replaced flat to
accommodate the asbestos siding which was addede Weatherboarding was left on the
two front galleries and on the porch on the south, off the kitchen and small family
dining room (the two rooms which were pulled up and joined to the house in 1908)«
Plumbing, electricity, and butane gas lines were installed and two bathrooms built:
one in the west end of the vestibule called "the little hall" and the other added
in the southwest corner of the "big hall' (originally the open court, which was
enclosed in 1908). A garage was added as an extension of the kitchen on the south-
east side, from which one reaches the back porch by steps leading from the garage.
The family dining room was converted into a kitchen=family dining woome The metal
roof was replaced by a composition roof. DMNrs Gs We Cook of Marshall started this
work in the fall of 1952 and did most of the work; it was completed by lirs E¢ G
Hortman of Marshall in April 1953. The brickmasons working on this project were

a son and grandson of the Mre Warbritton who did the masonry work in 1908.

Eudora Coleman Hodges
Great granddaughter of the original

owner — Alpheus Billings Wright

(2) Exhibit C
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See page 193 of Harrison County Heritage Sketch and Cookbook

A ON ALPHEUS BILLINGS WRIGHT

Statistics:
1. Alpheus Billings Wright was born January 2, 1799, in Virginia.
lHe died December 16, 1869, in Jonesville, Harrison County, Texas, at his
home, Locust Grove
2. His wife, Lucy Benefield Taylor, was born June 8, 1808, in North Carolina,
and died January 21, 1888, in Jonesville, Harrison County, Texas, at
the home of her daughter, Mrse Ce Ceo Harte

A. B. Wright was one of the large plantation owners of his community during the
pre—~Civil War and Civil War period. He was a man of considerable influence in
the community, where he was highly regarded for his integrity and his ability, as
well as for his interest in community affairs and progresse He was a charter
member of the Concord Masonic Lodge, known as ILodge No. 77, which was organized
in the Concord community (later called Jonesville), Harrison County. This fact
is shown in the records of the Grand Lodge of Texas, Waco, Texass :These records
show that A« Bs Wright was a charter member, Senior Warden ~ charter dated
January 24, 1851.

During the Civil War period, As Be Wright was a member of the local militia, as
documented in various newspapers of the period, showing appointment of militiamen,
officers, and so ons

As Be Wright was a Baptist but it is not known whether he was a member of the
church or net, but it is the understanding of his descendants that he was. His
wife was a member of the Baptist Churche
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QUANTRILL'S RAID ON CATALPA GROVE
HIS ONLY KNOWN HARRISON COUNTY RAID

As far as I can determine there has been no knowledge of a raid
in Harrison County, Texas, during the Civil War period by the infamous
William Clark Quantrill (a.k.a. Charles W. Quantrell). I found none
of record in the numerous historical publications and records on the
movements of Quantrill, and the Harrison County Historical Museum
has no record of a raid in the county. '

But - there was one and the circumstances were related to me
and to other members of my family by the person who was the victim,
Mrs. Rebecca B. Haywood Hinton (widow of William Rosser Hinton), my
father's aunt-by-marriage who spent the last 18 or 19 years in our
home, Locust Grove, Jonesville, Texas. During my childhood and even
into my teen years I spent many hours at Aunt Beck's feet, literally,
listening to the outpouring of her remarkable memories of her native
North Carolina and of eastern Harrison County, her beloved home since
her early years. The relating of Quantrill's raid on her plantation
always left me awed, but so thankful that my dear Aunt Beck was not
harmed. In my young mind, Quantrill was an ogre, a terrible and
frightening person, and I could hardly believe in the miracle by
which Aunt Beck and her children escaped unharmed.

I do not recall whether the event came while my great uncle
Billy Hinton was in the Confederate Army or whether it was after his
death, which came in 1864 at his home, Catalpa Grove, in the P.
Daugherty headright survey, about five or six miles northwest of
the original site of Jonesville, and one mile beyond Locust Grove,
the A. B. Wright place, on the o0ld Shreveport-Marshall-Jefferson
stagecoach road. Since this was the only known appearance of Quantrill
in Harrison County, Texas, I surmise it was in 1863 or 1864, after
Quantrill's stay for a time in Grayson County near Sherman, Texas.

Aunt Beck told us that Quantrill and his men appeared on her
premises while she was there alone with little Will, Sid, and Albert.
Quantrill politely but firmly told her he wanted all the corn - de-
manded nothing else. Having no choice in the matter and concerned
primarily about the safety of her children and herself, she showed
him the well-stocked corn crib and went back into the house to be
with her children and reassure them. Quantrill's men removed the crib
doors for easier access to the corn and raked or scraped all of it
into their supply wagons, leaving not one ear. Then, showing rare
consideration, they replaced the doors, thanked Aunt Beck, and went on
their way eastward - actually more southeastward - stopping at the
Hinton spring to water their horses before going on to their destination.

Where they went from there I do not know, probably on to Louisiana.
The next plantation on this road was Lacust Grove, home of the A. B.
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( Wright family, but Quantrill and his men did not stop there. His

reason for not doing so lies buried with him in Kentucky, where he was
CT killed in June 1865.

Sources: Oral history related to me by the principal in this situation,
Mrs. Rebecca B. Haywood Hinton, Jonesville, Texas, Harrison County; data

on Quantrill from page 423, Vol. 2, The Handbook of Texas, Walter
Prescott Webb and H. Bailey Carroll.

cc: Texas-Dallas History Dept.
Dallas -Public Library

Harrison County Historical Museum
Marshall, Texas

Tom W. Vaughan
Jonesville, Texas

Ar. Harwaac( Pe!‘"'1 Hivtow
TU!SaN,/}r’A‘ﬁ-

mrs. Barbara Kno ¥, fala‘for

footprimts
Fort Worth .Texas

7, p. Fehrenhach



‘More on Quantrill’s raiders

A recent Texas Sketch about

o William Clarke Quantrill's Civil War

, sojourn in Texas has brought

additional stories of the famous
guerrilla.

Skipper Steely, in his Red River

. Valley history Forty Seven Years,

N quotes a letter written at the time

(perhaps not reliable) that states that

>.°. i1} H 3, i1]

Quantrill’s Legion,” as late as May
GREENE 15, 1865, “came down upon the
TEXAS SKETCHES (Federal) troops at Fort Towson

Prairie (and) the Federals were so
surprised they stampeded, leaving 16 dead, 600 cavalry
horses, saddles, sabres . . . and an assortment of guns.” Mr.
Steely notes that this may have been a mere remnant of the
band, as Mr. Quantrill himself had been mortally wounded
on May 10 in Kentucky. ’

Eudora Coleman Hodges of Dallas writes, “Regardless of
the common idea that Quantrill never invaded Harrison
County, Texas, he did for a very brief raid (in 1863 or '64) at
one home, Catalpa Grove, the farm of my father's aunt, Mrs.
Rebecca Haywood Hinton, near Jonesville,

“Quantrill and his men appeared on Aunt Beck's prem-
ises while she was alone with three young sons (Uncle
Billy, who died in 1864, was either in the Confederate Army
or was already dead). Quantrill politely but firmly de-
manded all her corn, nothing else. Having no choice, she
m_ﬂwSma him the well-stocked corn crib and went back into

the house to be with the children.

“Quantrill’'s men removed the crib doors for easier ac:
cess to the corn and raked or scraped all of it into their
supply wagons, leaving not one ear. Then, showing rare
consideration, they replaced the doors, thanked Aunt Beck,
and went on their way, stopping at the Hinton spring to
water their horses before going on to their destination.”

Jay Patterson of Dallas disagrees with what he calls
traditional history, reporting: “Quantrill did not die in
Kentucky in prison. Another prisoner named McCoy died.
Quantrill switched places with him, and McCoy was buried
as Quantrill. Quantrill then assumed the name McCoy and
headed south, On his way he spent time with a Methodist
bishop, was converted and lived the rest of hig life as Wil-
liain Clarke McCoy, a strong Christian and my great-grand-
father. W.C. McCoy settled at Guntersiille, Ala., and be-
came an elder and respected leader in the Methodist

church there.”

A 1981 publication by J.M. Patterson, father of the Dallas
man, mentions “coincidences, in addition to the name simi-
Jarity, fueled rumors” that W.C. McCoy wad really William
Clarke Quantrill. “My Uncle Jon, who was a lawyer, got
interested enough to investigate; but his findings were in-
conclusive,” Mr. Patterson said:

A.C. Greene of Dallas is coordinating director of the Cen-
ter for Texas Studies at the University of North Texas and a
regular contributor to S.néu.c:.:m. .
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