Stephen F. Austin

Stephen Fuller Austin, kowosm s the “Father of Texas,” wis
oo stranger o the strees of Nacogdoches, Following the death
of bis father, be cacriad out his fuber's plians 1o establish an
Angio-Amenican colony in Texas. This st set in motion the
serles of events $hat culminaled in Texas beaxnieg &0 inde-
penxdend eation and eventually 2 state i the Urice. Never mar-
ryieg he exbacsed himself by his eorts on beha¥ of his
colonists and of all the people of Texss. Weakened by 2 keg
Imprisonment in Mexico City wiere be had gone to deliver the
petitices of the Toxans, he nover fully rooovered. Followieg
Texss independence, be was appoiied the Republic of Texas'
Fiest Secretary of State, bet died in office oo December 77, 1836
In 1523 the Texas Legalanuce established the present Sephen E
Austin Stae Utiversily a5 Stephen F Atin Stale Teachers
College &nd, aher streng Jobbying by the local populanon,
locaied the pew institution of higher kearning in Nacogdoches.

The Univesshty enected Austin's statue in 1986 & 2 Texas
Sesquicentennial Project. Tt s locaied in Sesquicentennial
Plaza in the cxer of the university campis dicectly i front of
Swen Library. The sculptor was Rickaod Duwsen McDonald

Father Margil

Amonlo Margil de Jess wes 8 Franciscan missionary and
founder of the Franciscan missiogary College of Nutstra
Senara de Guadalupe de Zacaiecas at Zacsiecss, Mexico, Father
Margil was instrueental in the fourding of Spacssh missions
In East Texss. He was personally invohved in founding Neestra
Senora de Guadakpe de los Nacoggdoches on the stie of present
Nacodoches, Texas, Noestra Senoca de los Doloeas de los Als
Deear presecd San Augustine, Texas and San Migusl de Lisces
de los Adass near presest Rabetine, Louisiana. Although oot in
East Texas for 2 very long period of time, Father Margll had 2
stroeg, [effuence in establishing the authority of the civarch
and the povemment in the estem peovinces of New Spaia, His
wstahlishenent of Mission Guadalupe in Nacogdoches in 1716
traarked the first formal Eunopean accupation of the site of the
present City of Nacogroches,

Father Margf] was well sespocted by both the local Indisn
iniabitams 2nd the Spanich seeders. Legend says that cooe,
during a particulesdy dry spell, he wok bis stalf 20d gruck 2
rock on the banks cf Lansns Bayou producing two speings of
badbling water This source of wader became known 25 the
“Eyes of Father Macgl™ and may still be seen loday on the
tranks of Lansns Coeek bedow Q2 Grove Cemetery,

1n 1722 Father Marg/l returoed 1 the oollege he founded
Zacateess. He diad ln Mevico Qity on August 6, 1726, Sacred
Heart Catholie Chech erected the stanie cooumenoratiog his
work in East Texas in 1976, It sculplor was Actonio Mendozs
of Leon, Mexioo. It s Jocated en the grounds of Sacred Heart
Chusch at 2508 Appleby Sand Road. The statoe stands in frone
of and just to the right of the entrance 1o the chusch.
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Nacogdoches” Statue Trail
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Nacogaoches playod 4 signdicant mle ln de bistory of Texs. Bl
Cazsine Real, oe the King's Elghway, ras from Naschiloches, Lovsiana
o Sabidlo fn the Spacah provinoe of Coahalle ¥ Tejas. Never 3 highway
¥ e sexse Urat e thisk of heghwars today, & was mare or ks 3 s
of well wavelod [ndian trals that traversod the taed Sollowing ancient
trade roules. With the coming of Ewopeans, these trally wer conneced
1o o & Eoe of cancmunkaton beoween (e seat of the govemment
of New Spain in Mexico and the [ar-flusg Spantsh sertlements sod
matssnes i estern Texcs, Bocasse the rute neached w Naichitoches (o
Louttlana 1 2o poovided the pacely supplicd Spasish swtiens in st
Texas with scoess 1o hughly deaired, bet Sorbidden, conceabuad ade
goods suppliad By the Frenchy. Siace the rurste also eocendal dametly
Lhrough the center of the Spantsh settlement al Nacogdoches, 1l wis
wirtualy assusad at abmost everycoe of any sgsificance W the bskey
of Texas, whether Spamurh, Mexican, Anglo, o Nalive American,
lrareled Coough: the 1ows. For this season Nacogdoches mwehed the
tide of “The Gaseway ¥ Touas™

W conpeesnonse Bee tdvidods ud dher b in e devepee
of e stade, 3 seches of five statues has bees esected o vano s kexions
wilhis the city. Each e is the werk of 20 accoplishel sculpae They
peovade visines sxod towmpecphe sbiee with 0 undentanding of wroe
of the paopike and events 5l have plaped contral coles in the cily's
hisiocy,

Antonio Gil Ybarbo

o

Antoedo Gif Tsarvo (sometizes spelled Yourw, ¥ Barbo, § Baevo,
md, cumently, Yoarto) was the o of Spanish cokenists from (he
poonice of Andalusia, Spain These colooists were seat In 4725 o
estahlish & Spanish presence in E351 Tecas, His faoatly liwed oo Rancto
Lobanilly om Lobanillo Creek in porsent Ssbine Councy. Aber France
crded Lautsiana to Spain folowizg the French md lndean Wi, it was
00 longer necessary foe the Spanish gowersiment 19 ssadnisie (he coutly
sevleroents In East Texas 23 2 basrler againdt French ounsicos.
According)y, 8 of the stders oz the far eastem: frootier of Spenih
Texas, iaciodisg Ytarbo, wew redocated 1 San Anloaio # 5 coot aving
weasure. Yharbo saom became the spokzsman of the dgliced
cokirists, pleading wath the government 10 allow dhem 4o retum ko el
Yomes wrd laads tn Eam Texas, Finally, @ 174, ey weme allowed 1o
setun 35 far s the Trnky River where Gy estshlished te won of
Bucareli tn pecseat Madison Cocnty, A series of natoral disaders bed 10
e shandonrrent of Bocaodl & 1779 2nd the msttloment of e
colousts af the ste of the old Spanish mission 21 Necegdeches. His
leadenstup in boiaging the setliers back 1o E2st T lod o bis baing
acknowledged 45 the founder of midem Nacsgdoches. Yharbo was
named Licutenant Goverzat, Civl and Militery Ciptain of Moliia, snd
Judge of Contraband for e Lt muricigality. Fe construcsd 3 gue
bowe, now known s the “Old Suxse Foel,” o the contrad places o5 s
place of residence and business. Accsations of dealing, tn coneatand
and tllegally trading with the [ndians bed % bis semonal from ofice,
despute the Fact ot he wan baier deared of all chargss He died 10 1509
af his hame an the Attoyac River, Rancho L1 Locina. Fis dowt deom-
dants sall lre 22 the Nacogdoches 1wa where the Yhacto sumane is
commonty found

s matue, ereciad by Kisioric Nacogdoches in 1957, 1s beced o0
the Plaza Principal 1o the exst of the Naoogdoches Visitors Ceniier 00
Main Street 2ed just across the Plaza from the orignal locatior: of his
stone howge The sculpior was Emest Robesge.

Thomas J. Rusk

s

Thoemas Jefferscn Rusk cacne 10 Tewas in 1834 in pursuit of
men who bad embezzied the funds of a mining compdny in
which e had invested In his native Georgia. Although unsoe-
cessful in finding the swindless, he soca became adive in the
allzirs of the day, becoming = citien of Mexion. As the Texas
Revolution heaed vp, Rusk jodoad the anmy and was named
ienpector general for she Nacogdaches District. He served s 2
dedegate from Nacopdoches to the Canveswion of 1836, signed
e Texas Declaration of Independence and pasticipased in the
defeat of Santa Aceva o the Bertle of San Jacingo Apeil 21, 1836
He succoded Sam Housion 25 commander in chief of the
Tean arrey when Housia Jeft %o seck treatment [or e Jeg
wound he momved tn the battle. Laser, Housiony, @5 flest president
of the Regublic of Tews, sppoicied Rusk secoetary of war, Rusk
later represented Nacogdoches in the Republic of Texas
Congress and served us chied justice of the Texas Supreroe
Court. Following staichood, Rusk, aleeg with Sam Houston,
wis elected 10 repoesent Texas [n the Undied Stases Senae. In
Ageil 1856, whide Rusk was atiending 2 session of Congress, his
wilk disd of wberculosis. Despondent over her death and wlfering
froen 3 tumore &t the base of bis neck, Rusk committed suicide
in 1857 ont the front poech of his hoose on the west side of North
Stroet across from e poesent estrance w0 the campus of
Stephen ¥ Austin Stase University. Both be and his wile are
buried in Ok Grove Cemetery oo Lanana Steet.

Hsone Nacogdoches, Ine. eseced the saiie commemoraling
Rusk's contributions to Nacogdaches amd the State of Teas in
1999. The sculpior was Paula Deveseaux-Kunth. [t is locaied on
what remains of % eld Spacish Church Plaza o the southeast
comer of North and Main streets directly across froen the
Naoogrioches County Courthouse.



