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ArtlculattonAgreementbetween 

San Jacinto Community College District 
and 

Stephen P. Austin State University 

san Jacinto Community College District ("SJccoi and Stephen F. Austin State University 
fSFAi have developed this Artlculatlon Agreement ("Agreement") to support student 
achievement of educatlonal and career goals. The Agreement made effective on January 
1, 2022 represents an active educational partnerahlp committed to student success and 
degree completion. 

ThlsAgieement provides fortheseamraastranaferof credltfrom SJCCDto SFA (artfculaUon) 
and from SFA to SJCCD (reverse artlculatlon). This Agreement also daftnes parameters by 
which SJCCDand SFAmay mutually consent to program ordegraespeclflc artlculatlon plans 
to be covered and enforced by the scope of this Agreement 

SJCCD Is authorized to offer Instructional programs leading to various associate degrees and 
to confer the appropriate associate degree on students successfully completing such 
programs. All such programs are registered with the Texas Higher Education Coordinating 
Board. SJCCD Is regionally accredited by and Is a member of the Southam Association of 
CoUegea and Schools (SACS). The SJCCD has 11s prlndple place of business at 4824 
Fairmont Parkway, P asadena, Texas 77604. 

SFA Is authorized to offer Instructional programs leadfng to various baccalaureate degrees 
and to confer the appropriate baccalaureate degree _on students succesafully completing 
such programs. SFA Is regionally accredlted by and Is a member of the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS). The SFA has Its principle place of business 
at 1938 North Street, Nacogdoches, Texas 75882. 

Articulation of Credit 

Students may apply for admission to SFA at any time during their enrollment at SJCCD: 
the SFA appUcatlon fee will be waived for students transfening under this Agreement 

SJCCD students must meet all SFA requirements and deadUnes pertaining to appDcatlon for 
admission. orientation and registration, and payments of tuition and fees, other than the 
appllcatlon fee. SJCCD students seeking transfer to SFA shall abide by the pollclea and 
procedures In effect at the time of their application to SFA. that apply to all students of and/or 
applicants to SFA. 

SJCCD students earning an Associate of Arts, an Asaoclate of Science, or an Associate of 
Arts In Teaching with a cumulative GPA of 2.6 or greater and transferrfng under this 
Agreement wlll be guaranteed admission to SFA under this Agreement A maximum of 88 
semester credit hours earned at SJCCD with a grade of C or better will be accepted and 
applled to a designated/appropriate SFA degree plan. 

SJCCD students earning an Associate of Applied Science degree and who have completed 
all requirements of the SJCCD core curriculum with a cumulative GPA of 2.5 or greater wlU 
be guaranteed admission to SFA under this Agreement A maximum of 89 semester credit 
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hours eamed at SJCCD with a grade of C or better will be accepted and credited toward a 
designated/appropriate applled bachelor's degree plan at SFA. Of the maximum 89 
semester credit hours to be accepted by SFA. 42 semester credit hours must satisfy SJCCD 
core cuntculum requirements; the remaining 47 semester credit hours may Include courses 
ldentlfled by the Texas Higher EducaUon Coordinating Board's Lower Division Academfc 
Course Gulde Manual (ACGM) and/or Workforce Education Course Manual (WECM). 

All auccesafully completed, with a grade of C or better, lower-division academic courses 
offered by SJCCD, Identified by the Texas Common Course Numbering System (TCCNS), 
and publlahed In the Lower Division Academic Courae Gulde Manual (ACGM) ahaU be flllly 
transferable to SFA and be substituted for the equiva!ent course atSFA. 

Unless otherwise specified by an articulation plan approved under this Agreement, SJCCD 
students may be required to apply and be admitted separately to specific colleges or 
programs within SFA and be subject to all requirements and llmltatlona of admission 
procedures to said programs Including higher GPA requirement and/or addltlonal apacfflc 
courses as stated rn the course catalog In effect at the time of enrollment at SFA. SFA shall 
not place requirements on SJCCD students transferring under this Agreement that are not 
required of Its native students. 

SJCCD and SFA will work together to provide students with accurate and timely transfer 
Information and academic advlsfng relative to a designated/appropriate SFA degree 
program. SFA will provide appropriate brochures and Informational material to SJCCD and 
Its studen1B. SFA ahaO provide support servlcea appropriate to meet the needs of SJCCD 
transfer students, Including an orientation program almllar to that which Is provided to SFA 
native students and shall finalize an approved deg,ae plan prior to completion of the SJCCD 
studenra second semester of study atSFA. 

Reverse Articulation of Credit 

The purpose of Reverse Artlculatton of Credit la to serve SJCCD students who transfer to 
SFA prior to eamlng an associate'& degree from SJCCD. Reverse articulation of credit 
permits ellglble and Interested studen18 to transfer certain course work from SFA to SJCCD 
to complete requirements for an aasoclate's degree. SFA will follow the procedures 
established In Tex. Educ. Code§ 81.833 and any applicable rules. 

For students who transfer from SJCCD to SFA prior to earning an aaaoclate's degree, an 
succesafully completed lower-dMslon academic courses offered by SJCCD, Identified by the 
Texas Common Course Numbering System (TCCNS), and published In the Lower Division 
Academic course Gulde Manual (ACGM) shall be fully transferable to SFA and be 
substituted for an equlvafant course. 

At the time of student application to SFA. SF A wlll notify students of the purpose of this 
Agreement and the reverae articulation of credit. will ask students to Indicate their Interest 
In the reverse articulation of credit to SJCCD, and will notify students of the Okellhood that 
SFA WIii share transcript Information with SJCCD. 

SFA will review Its student records after the end-of-tenn processea are complete each full 
semester and determine which students are eligible for the reverse artfculatlon of credit by 
applying the fotrowfng criteria: (I) the SFA student prevlously transferred coursework from 
SJCCD, (10 the student has indicated an Interest In reverse articulatfon of aedit and (ID) the 
student completed necaasary credit hours at SJCCD to satisfy the SJCCD residency 
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requirement SFA will securely transmit offlclal paper or electronic copies of these students' 
transcripts to SJCCD. 

Upon receipt of SFA transcript lnfonnatlon, SJCCD will conduct a degree audit of each 
ellgfble student and evaluate all coursework that may apply to the comp!etlon of the 
atudenfa associate degree at SJCCD. Students who meet all SJCCD degree requirements 
are ellgtble to receive an SJCCD degree at no addltlonal coat to the student SJCCD will 
notify each student that he or ahe Is elfglb!e to receive an asaoclate's degree and elfglble to 
participate In SJCCD's graduation ceremony. 

Separate academic records for students will be maintained at each Institution. Authorized 
employees of SJCCD and SFA will have accesa to personally ldentlflable Information about 
the students who receive or who 818 ellglble for reverse artlculatlan of credit SJCCD and 
SFA will ensure their lnatftutfonal compliance with FERPA regulations. 

Articulation Plans 

Thia Agreement eatabDshes general artfculatlon and reverse artlculatlon of credit. 
Succesaful transfer and degree completion requires the mapping of credJts from apecfflc 
SJCCD associate'& degree programs to specific SFA bachelor's degree programs. 
Educational plannera and advisers at SJCCD and SFA rely on two types of documents to 
facllltate and support transfer and artlculatlon of credit from SJCCD to SFA: transfer plans 
and artfculatlon plans 

Transfer plans are document& that describe the articulation of credit granted to any student 
from any Institution when transferring to SFA The transfer plans between SJCCD and SFA 
clarify how SJCCD credits transfer to SFA based on existing program and degt98 
requirements and state regulatfons. Transfer plans are developed as a matter of supporting 
student advising; they do not require fonnal recognition under thlsAgreement. 

Artlculatlon plans are also transfer plans, but they are more formal and may Identify specific 
admlsafon conditions to be accepted Into a program or degree plan at SFA and may 
describe articulation of credit not guaranteed by transfer plans or state regulations. 
Articulation plans are developed speclftcally and uniquely to articulate credit from SJCCD 
to SFA; artlculatfon plans devetoped In accordance with this Agreement are guaranteed by 
this mutual Agreement between the two lnatftutlons. 

Pursuant to and In support of this Agreement, Individual articulation plans may be 
established that specify which requirements of specific SFA degree plans are satl8fted by 
specfflc SJCCD courses and credits. 

To establish an artfculatfon plan under the legal scope of this Agreement. SJCCD and SFA 
shall: 

• Descrfbe, where appropriate, any appUcatfon and admission requirements specific 
to the SFA degree plan to which the SJCCD student plans to transfer. 

• Indicate an effective start date and end date for the articulation plan. 
• List all course requirements for the SFA degree plan and Indicate which SJCCD 

courses shall satisfy each requirement Individual couraes required 88 part of the 
SFA and SJCCD core curriculum shall not be Usted; that group of couraea shall be 
noted by a slng!e heading of C01& Cuntaulum. It 18 understood by both parties to this 
Agreement that those Institutions of hfgher education, 88 defined by Section 81.003 
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of the Texas Education Code. which are subject to the Jurisdiction of the Texas 
Higher Education Coordinating Board are required to accept for transfer all courses 
wHhln the approved core cuniculum of any fellow Institution of higher education. 
Pursuant to the terms of this Agreement. SJCCD and SFA further agree that. In the 
event that SFA la not an Institution of higher education subject to the Jurisdiction of 
the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board, SJCCD and SFA shall also accept 
for transfer the core cuniculum adopted by the parties to this Agreement 

• Conduct a review of all aforementioned details. Reviewers shall include: an 
lnabuctlonal administrator with responslblltty for the relevant degree program; an 
educatlonal planner or adVlsor or enrollment management administrator: and an 
administrator responsible for managing this artlculatlonAgreernent. 

• Reviewers shall Indicate by paper or electronic sfgnature their approval of the 
artlculatlon plan. 

Artlculatfon plans created under the terms of this Agreement are hereby Incorporated Into 
this Agreement by reference and shall be governed by the provisions contained herein. 
lndlvldual artlculatlon plans may be Independently terminated In accordance with the 
procedures set forth In this Agreement However, the expiration or tennlnatlon of any 
Individual artlculatlon plan shall not affect the status of this Agreement or any other 
fndlvldual articulation plans estabfrshed under this Agreement 

If an articulation plan expires or Is terminated for any reason while SJCCD students are 
enrolled at SFA and pursuing a degree under that artlculatlon plan, SFA must allow 
students to pursue the degree under the agreed upon artlculatlon plan as long as the 
student Is enrolled continuously at least part-time through Fall and Spring semesters. 

General 

I!rm- This Agreement Is for a period of five (5) years from the Effective Date This 
Agreement may be renew for one (1) yearterms by written agreement of the Parties unless 
terminated pursuant to the provisions set forth he1eln. 

Voluntary Termination. Either party may tennfnate the Agreement without cause upon 90 
days written notice to the o1har party. Notwithstanding the foregoing, either party may 
terminate the Agreement Immediately In the event that participation under the Agreement 
may give rise to a vlolatfon of any requirement of federal or state law or regulation or the 
requirements of any accrediting agency having Jurisdiction. Should this Agreement be 
terminated, SJCCD students In the process of applyfng to SFA at the time of termination 
shall be allowed to complete the appllcatlon process and complete degrees underthetarms 
of this Agreement 

Accreditation, This Agreement 18 effective only as long as both SJCCD and SFA mafntafn 
current accraditatlon by a regional accrediting association as recognized by the U.S. 
Department of Education. In the event that either party roaea accredffatfon, this Agreement 
shall terminate Immediately. 

phau-out. In the event this Agreement Is terminated, SJCCD and SFA wlll continue to 
provide support and servfces to students transferring under this Agreement as long as 
students are enrolled continuously at least part-time through Fall and Spring Semesters. 
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Agreement Status & Reylew. The raapectlve deslgnees at both SJCCD and SFA wlll 
monitor and report on the status and Impact of this Agreement As long as this Agreement 
la In effect. the Agreement and any subsequent artfculatfon plans should be reviewed 
annually or bl-annually and revised or amended as necessary. 

FERPA Regulatfpna, SJCCD and SFA agree to comply with the Family Educational Rights 
and Privacy Act. of 1974 (FERPA) (20 U.S.C §1232g: 34 CFR Part 99) and Its associated 
regulations, taking steps to ensure that confidential Information Is not dlscloaad or 
distributed In a manner Inconsistent therewith. This provision shall survive termlna11on or 
expiration of this Agreement 

Entire Agreement. This Agreement embodies the entire agreement and understanding 
between the parties and supersedes all prior agreements, whether oral or written between 
the parties relating to the subject matter hereof. 

ModJflcatlgns gr Amendments. This Agseement may not be amended ormodlffed except by 
a wrttten Instrument executed by both partfea. SJCCD and SFA agree to mutual notfftcatlon 
of changes and additions to the curriculum and cun'lculum standanls, so that artlculatfon 
plans may be n,vlaed as necessary. Proposed changes in policies or curriculum by either 
party must be communicated In writing to the other party and agreed upon fn consultatfon 
with officials of each (natttutlon. Any changes agreed upon must be signed by both parties, 
dated, and attached to this Agreement. 

Notlcea and Requesta, All notices given pursuant to this Agreement shall be in writing and 
shall be validly given on (1) the date of delivery If delivered by emall, facslmlle transmission, 
registered or certified mall, or hand delivered, or (2) three (3) business days after being 
malled via United States Postal Service addressed as follows: 

San Jacinto Community College District 
Dr. Brenda Hellyer 
4824 Falnnont Parkway 
Pasadena, Texas 77504 
281-998-8100 

Stephen F. Austin State University 
Dr. Scott Gordon 
1938 North Street 
Nacogdoches, Texas 75982 

force Malayre. Neither party ahatl be Hable for any delays raaultfng from acts of nature, 
atrfkes, and riots, acts of war, epidemics, or govemmental regulations. 

Binding Agreement. This Agreement shall be binding upon and Inure to the benefit of the 
succesaol'8 and 8881gns of SFA and shall be binding upon and fnure to the benefit of San 
Jacinto Community College District's legal representatives, successors, and aaslgns. 

Goyemlng Law. Harris County, Texas ahaU be the proper place of venue for suit on or In 
respectofthe Agreement The Agreement and all ofthertghts and obllgatlons of the parties 
hereto and all of the terms and conditions hereof shall be construed, Interpreted and applfed 
In accordance with and governed by and enforced under the laws of the State ofTexas. 

Seyerabllfty. If any of the provisions or portions of this Agreement are Invalid under any 
applicable statute or rule of law, they are to that extent to be deemed omitted. 

Aaalgnment Except as otherwise provided In this Agreement, neither party shall mtgn 
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or transfer any of its rights or obligations hereunder without the prior written consent of 
the other party hereto, which assignment shall not be unreasonably withheld, and any 
such attempted assignment without such consent shall be void. 

No Financial Implication. No financial implications concerning the transfer or exchange of 
cash, equipment, or real estate is Intended or implied by this Agreement. SJCCD and 
SFA are separate and independent Institutions of higher education and intend to remain 
so. The administrators of SFA and SJCCO are authorized to prepare and implement plans 
of action and procedures necessary to effect this Agreement. 

Independent Contractor. Each party acknowledges and agrees that the relatlonshlp with 
each other is that of an independent contractor and nothing in this Agreement shall be 
construed to create a partnership, joint venture or agency relationship between the parties. 
Each party is solely responsible for any and all liabilities of its employees for their 
performance under this Agreement and further Is responsible any and all taxes imposed 
upon each party, including FICA, FUTA, unemployment truces, worker's compensation 
coverage, and other liabilities incurred as the employer providing products and/or services 
pursuant to this Agreement as an Independent contractor. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, each of the parties hereto has caused this Agreement to be 
executed on its behalf by its duly authorized representative. 

San Jacinto Community College District 
4624 Fairmont Parkway 
Pasadena, TX 77504 

0-t:::-9 ex:::,, ¢, Dz, \\.s,,'S;l$L.,., '- r-,, 

Dr. Brenda Hellyer, Chancellor � 

Stephen F. Austin State University 
1936 North Street 

�2 

�nt 
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