Center for Applied Research and Rural Innovation
Stephen F. Austin State University
Request for Applications Program year 2022-23

CARRI Project Application FY 2024-25




Request for Application released: Tuesday, July 2, 2024

Suggested Due Date:  5:00pm, August 9, 2024. Applications may be accepted and evaluated at any point during the fiscal year. Applications received after August 9 will be considered based on funding availability. 

Anticipated Award Notification Date:  Applications will be reviewed as they are received and approved within 30 days of submission.

Background:

The Center for Applied Research and Rural Innovation (CARRI) was established in 2021.  Through funding sponsored by the Stephen F. Austin State University and The Department of Commerce, Economic Development Administration, the Center exists to provide students and faculty with opportunities to apply quality classroom learning practices and research projects to real world experiences.  Students will be exposed to culture, economic, workforce development and social needs of Rural Deep East Texas. CARRI serves as a hub of information and leverages university resources, tools, education and training to assist the Deep East Texas region.  

CARRI is accepting applications for faculty research projects. Successful applicants must demonstrate how the project will lead to positive economic impact across multiple counties within the Deep East Texas region.

The Deep East Texas region consists of 12 counties: Angelina, Houston, Jasper, Nacogdoches, Newton, Polk, Sabine, San Augustine, San Jacinto, Shelby, Trinity, and Tyler. Projects should focus on engaging local businesses, industries, organizations, educational institutions, or community partners in efforts to enhance the preparedness of the regional workforce, develop new products, aid in technical assistance, improve existing practices and services, or strengthen and diversify the regional economy. 

Grant submission requirements

The Application form is attached to this request for application.

Approval from the Dean or designee is required

Applications may be awarded at any time in the fiscal year. Please consider University financial and procurement policies and timelines as you complete your application. Please submit text in 12pt Arial Narrow font, single space. Graphic representations, charts, tables or data summaries and video links are allowed. 


Project applications will be submitted to Beverly Morehouse, Office of Research and Graduate Studies.  For clarifying questions regarding submission please contact Ms. Beverly Morehouse.

Point of Contact: Beverly Morehouse
Office of Research and Graduate Studies
morehousbj@sfasu.edu
(936) 468-1171
                                                    




Selection and Review Process:

[bookmark: _Hlk113352839]Projects submitted to the Center for Applied Research and Rural Innovation (CARRI) will be reviewed by a sub-committee and approved by the CARRI Steering Committee. Successful applicants must demonstrate how the project will lead to positive economic resiliency in the Deep East Texas region. 

Projects should demonstrate how University research and resources to enhance the preparedness of the regional workforce, develop new products, will improve existing economic development practices and services, or strengthen and diversify the regional economy.  

Student participation is required for every application. Students participating in the project and wages should be included in the budget. 

Projects that engage small rural businesses, industries, organizations, educational institutions, or community partners in efforts to improve the economy are highly encouraged.  The committee will score the applications using the criteria below. 

Criteria for selection includes:

Student participation				        			30 points

Local industry collaboration-economic benefits				20 points

Demonstrated experience and knowledge of subject   			20 points

Met application guidelines criteria        			                          15 points

Budget						        			10 points

Direct involvement with rural county or counties in region			 5 points

Special consideration will be given to projects that actively involve students (graduate or undergraduate) in a meaningful capacity, including transformative experiences for students. 
[bookmark: _Hlk113353777]
Funds may be used to support direct student involvement in the form of assistantships, stipends, scholarships, and other such forms of support.  

Projects that involve or address a particular industry need and address potential areas for positive economic impact or skills development will be given special consideration.  Projects should demonstrate the potential to create new jobs by enhancing existing industry or attracting new business ventures.


Eligibility of Principal Investigator
Individuals with a full-time academic appointment as professor, associate professor, assistant professor, instructor, or librarian I-IV are eligible to apply. Non-tenure track faculty are not eligible. 




Funding Priorities

Funds may be used to support direct student involvement in the form of assistantships, stipends, scholarships, and other such forms of support
[bookmark: _Hlk113353617]
All funds must be spent or encumbered by June 1st of the fiscal year.

The CARRI Steering Committee may choose to discontinue, extend or cancel a project for non-performance.  Any requests for continuation of a project including a request for additional funds may be made to the Executive Director before June 1st of each fiscal year.   

CARRI encourages leveraging funds and resources with strategic partners to maximize project performance and impact. 

The PI or designee must attend an orientation to budget before project funds are awarded.

Award Limits 
Principal Investigator (PI) may request course release or summer salary.

Allowable Costs Include
Allowable costs may include tools and equipment and will become the property of SFA whether purchased or donated, office supplies, personnel cost, scholarships, assistantships, specific services, equipment necessary to complete projects, and travel (only on personal cards to be reimbursed unless preapproved. T-card cannot be used for CARRI funds, for further travel guidelines please refer to the University travel policy). Any costs incurred with a P-card may only be with approved vendors in banner. Further details will be provided to recipients upon award. 

Unallowable Costs Include

Personal Computers (PC) and printers (upgrades or software will be considered if directly related to research activities); 
Materials for routine use in academic courses; 
Professional development activities, including speaker fees; 
Program development or curriculum development activities;
Curricular materials/Instructional development;
State-imposed limitations on the use of the funds (e.g., non-per diem food, door prizes, gift certificates, or other participant costs). 

All purchases must adhere to university procurement policies, procedures, rules and guidelines. It is the responsibility of the Proposer/Awardee to meet these requirements and deadlines.    

Reporting Requirements:

Expenditure and activity reports are due to CARRI Associate Director, by the 10th of every month. Any funds that are not fully expended or encumbered by June 1 of the fiscal year will be recovered or redistributed by the CARRI steering committee. Any requests for extensions will be approved by the CARRI Executive Director.

The deadline for submitting requests for additional funds is June1st of each year.

Progress report is due in March 2025. A final report is due within thirty days of the project end date which may exceed beyond the June 1st spending date. Reports should be one – two pages in length, single-spaced, twelve-point font and should include summary of project activities, economic impact and findings for each project objective; budget expenditures and remaining funds.


Special Events:  You will be expected to create a poster for the annual celebration and presentation showcase to be held:

Annually in October
Date, time and location TBD
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