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Objectives: 

● Provide a general overview of 
edTPA. 

● Briefly explain the Tasks that 
the teacher candidate will be 
completing in their clinical 
placement



What is edTPA?
edTPA is a portfolio based performance assessment developed by Stanford University and the 
Stanford Center for Assessment, Learning, and Equity (SCALE) endorsed and promoted by the 
American Association of Colleges for Teacher Education (AACTE) and made nationally available 
through Pearson.

Based closely on the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards and associated processes, 
edTPA is a subject-specific performance assessment and support system, aligned to the Texas 
Pedagogy and Professional Responsibilities (PPR) standards and the Texas Teacher Evaluation and 
Support System (TTESS). 



Please refer to supplemental resources for a 12 page document detailing 
how edTPA aligns to T-TESS



edTPA is nationally available and is currently used in 
936 EPPs in 41 states & DC

   Policy in Place

Statewide policies in place requiring a 
state-approved performance 
assessment as part of program 
completion or for state licensure. 

   Taking Steps Toward 
Implementation

   State Participating in 
edTPA

At least one provider of teacher 
preparation-either traditional or 
alternative-is exploring or trying out 
edTPA

https://edtpa.aacte.org/state-policy 

 During the 2020-2021 school-year, 35 educator preparation programs in Texas are piloting 
edTPA in lieu of the current EC-12 Pedagogy and Professional Responsibilities (PPR) exam.

https://edtpa.aacte.org/state-policy






Supporting edTPA® Teacher Candidates in your School
As an instructional leader, your role will not change as you 
continue to offer instructional leadership and support for 
excellent teaching. 

A candidate participating in the edTPA must plan, teach, and 
assess a 3-5 day connected learning segment. Artifacts from 
this learning segment, including student work samples and 
short video clips, are submitted as part of the candidate’s 
portfolio.  

You can help support teacher candidates by providing 
candidates access to classrooms, experienced mentor 
teachers, and permission to video their instruction for the 
learning segment.

Candidates will tailor their teaching to your school context. 
Cooperating teachers will assist teacher candidates with 
documenting school context, demographics and academic 
strength and needs of their students. 



Cycle of Effective 
Teaching

edTPA evaluates a candidate’s ability to plan and 
implement an authentic cycle of teaching 
focused on student learning using evidence 
derived from the candidates’ teaching practice.  

❏ Do you want to know if teachers are 
planning lessons to support all of the 
students in the class?

❏ Do you want to know if teachers are 
creating positive learning 
environments and delivering 
instruction that is engaging and 
aligned?

❏ Do you want to know if your teachers 
are designing high quality 
assessments that are aligned to the 
standards and that they are providing 
feedback to help your students grow?



Each handbook has 
15 rubrics (18 for 
Elementary)

The rubrics for 
each handbook are 
similar as they seek 
to measure the 
same basic skills. 



The five-level scale used 
for edTPA® rubrics
represents a continuum of 
practice from not quite 
ready to teach to advanced 
beginning teacher. 

Each rubric progression 
shows an expanding 
repertoire of skills and 
strategies for teaching and 
a deepening rationale.



Supplemental Resources



We will also be 
referring to the 
letter from 
Commissioner 
Morrath and the 
Confidentiality and 
Security Guidelines



Task 1
Planning for Instruction and 

Assessment

What will the teacher candidate be doing?

● Context for learning
● Plan a learning segment - 3-5 lessons 
● Select instructional materials 
● Create assessments 
● Write Planning Commentary



Task 2
Instructing and Engaging Students 

What will my teacher candidate be doing?

● Video edTPA lessons
○ Candidates submit unedited clips of 

their video. Length of clips varies by 
handbook (content area) but will be 
close to 20 minutes total (combined 
for both clips)

● Write Instruction Commentary



Video Recording
Policies and procedures have been developed for the handling of 
materials and data for each phase of the submission and scoring 
process. Candidates are provided explicit expectations for the use, 
transmission, and destruction of classroom recordings for assessment.

The materials gathered are submitted securely to the electronic 
platforms maintained by Pearson, where only scorers may securely 
access them. 

The scorers are not able to download or otherwise save the information 
provided for scoring. 

 Video recordings can be structured to accommodate students who do 
not have consent to be recorded. 

Student materials are submitted without identifying information. 

To review the guidance information provided to candidates, please view the document 
Confidentiality and Security of edTPA® Candidate Materials and Assessment Data.

Helpful general information on edTPA is also available online at http://edtpa.aacte.org/faq#57.

 



What supports can be provided for the teacher candidate?

Acceptable forms of support in Task 1 
include helping your teacher candidate:

● Distribute and collect student video 
permission forms

● Source information for their Context 
for Learning 

● Provide access to the district 
curriculum - scope and sequence 



Task 3
Assessing Students’ Literacy Learning

What will my teacher candidate be doing?

● Select one assessment in their edTPA 
learning segment (identify patterns of 
learning)

● Select 3 focus students
● Providing feedback to students
● Write Assessment Commentary

○ Summarize whole class learning 
○ Use focus students to illustrate 

patterns
○ Analyze evidence of students’ 

language use
○ Plan for next steps



Task 4
(Elementary candidates only)

What will my teacher candidate be 
doing?

● Context for Learning
● Identify a learning segment of 3-5 

lessons
● Analyze and assessment for whole 

class learning
● Select 3 focus students 
● Write a re-engagement lesson
● Teach the small group 

re-engagement lesson
● Write Planning Commentary



General Acceptable Forms of Support

https://secure.aacte.org/apps/rl/res_get.php?fid=1619&ref=edtpa

https://secure.aacte.org/apps/rl/res_get.php?fid=1619&ref=edtpa


Unacceptable Support
It is important to remember that edTPA is a summative 
assessment. Unacceptable forms of candidate support 
during the edTPA process include:

● Editing a candidate’s edTPA drafts prior to submission
● Offering critique of candidate edTPA drafts that 

provides specific, alternative responses
● Telling candidates which video clips or work samples 

to select
● Uploading candidate edTPA responses (written or 

video) on public access social media websites or 
uploading them to scoring platform for the candidate.https://secure.aacte.org/apps/rl/res_get.php?fi

d=1619&ref=edtpa

https://secure.aacte.org/apps/rl/res_get.php?fid=1619&ref=edtpa
https://secure.aacte.org/apps/rl/res_get.php?fid=1619&ref=edtpa


What supports can be provided for the teacher candidate?

Acceptable forms of support in Task 1 
include helping your teacher candidate:

● Distribute and collect student video 
permission forms

● Source information for their Context 
for Learning 

● Provide access to the district 
curriculum - scope and sequence 



For more information on edTPA 
visit the following websites:

Teachers Who Support Teacher 
Candidates

edTPA FAQ

edTPA Guidelines for Acceptable 
Candidate Support

NEA - edTPA and Cooperating Teachers

Contact Information
Karla Hamilton 

kmhamilton@sfasu.edu 

https://secure.aacte.org/apps/rl/res_get.php?fid=1619&ref=edtpa#:~:text=edTPA%C2%AE%20thanks%20cooperating%20teachers,support%20and%20mentor%20teacher%20candidates.&text=edTPA%C2%AE%20also%20supports%20the,host%20school's%20standards%20and%20curricula.
https://secure.aacte.org/apps/rl/res_get.php?fid=1619&ref=edtpa#:~:text=edTPA%C2%AE%20thanks%20cooperating%20teachers,support%20and%20mentor%20teacher%20candidates.&text=edTPA%C2%AE%20also%20supports%20the,host%20school's%20standards%20and%20curricula.
http://edtpa.aacte.org/faq#51
https://www.edtpa.com/Content/Docs/GuidelinesForSupportingCandidates.pdf
https://www.edtpa.com/Content/Docs/GuidelinesForSupportingCandidates.pdf
https://www.nea.org/assets/docs/23976%20edTPA%20Cooperating%20Teachers%20v3-final.pdf
mailto:kmhamilton@sfasu.edu


Why edTPA?
Benefits of Teacher Performance Assessments

Candidates report:

● Improved reflective practices 
● Increased self-efficacy
● Increased knowledge of students’ 

backgrounds and learning needs 
● Increased focus on student learning
● Better understanding of providing 

feedback for students 
● Increased awareness of the need for 

instructional supports 
● Increased ownership of their own learning 


