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Purpose of Assignment

Prepare students for the high-stakes
(“major grade”)

of a written assignment



Before The Assignment

•Content has been discussed
•Students have written several pieces 
individually and in groups 

•Extensive written feedback provided but 
with low-stakes grading



The Assignment
“Play the Teacher”

Channel the
“mean
teacher”



Steps of the Assignment
1. Provide old test instructions, grading rubric, and “bad” 

example of student submission
2. Students mark assignment and complete rubric
3. Instructor writes grade range on board
4. Instructor then reviews errors in message and completes 

rubric
5. Instructor provides a “good” example of student 

submission



Instructions Grading Rubric
Step 1:  Provide old test instructions and grading rubric



Student Submission Marked Paper
Step 1 Cont’d:  Provide “bad” example of student submission  Step 2:  Students mark letter



Student Grade Final Grade

Step 2 Cont’d:  Students complete rubric and Step 3:  Instructor writes grade range on board
Step 4:  Instructor then reviews errors in message and completes rubric



Goals of Assignment
•Provides review before exam/major 
assignment

•Minimizes stress 
•Allows opportunity for audience 
analysis (teacher) to see writing from 
another perspective



Why This Works
•Peer review is ineffective
•Students are eager to mark errors, but not 
deduct points

•Assignment can be adapted 
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