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Time Capsule Project 

Using a Time Capsule Project  
in your c lassroom wil l  help 
students cult ivate their  
crit ical  thinking,  
communication,  empir ical  
and quantitat ive,  teamwork,  
social  responsibi l i ty  and 
personal  responsibi l i ty  
ski l ls .

.



THE TIME CAPSULE THAT INFLUENCED 

THIS ASSIGNMENT 
T h e  Vo ya ge r  p ro g ra m  i s  a  co nt i n u i n g  
A m e r i ca n  s c i e nt i f i c  p ro g ra m  t h at  
e m p l o ys  t wo  ro b o t i c  p ro b e s ,  
Vo ya ge r  1  a n d  Vo ya ge r  2 ,  to  s t u d y  
t h e  o u te r  S o l a r  Syste m .

T h e  Vo ya ge r  G o l d e n  Re co rd s  a re  
p h o n o g ra p h  re co rd s  t h at  we re  
i n c l u d e d  a b o a rd  b o t h  Vo ya ge r  
s p a c e c ra f t  l a u n c h e d  i n  1 9 7 7 .  T h e y  
co nta i n  s o u n d s  a n d  i m a ge s  s e l e c te d  
to  p o r t ray  t h e  d i ve rs i t y  o f  l i fe  a n d  
c u l t u re  o n  Ea r t h ,  a n d  a re  i nte n d e d  
fo r  a ny  i nte l l i ge nt  ex t rate r re st r i a l  
l i fe  fo r m ,  o r  f u t u re  h u m a n s  w h o  
m ay  f i n d  t h e m .  



THE TIME CAPSULE THAT INFLUENCED 

THIS ASSIGNMENT 
T h e  1 1 5  i m a g e s  a r e  e n c o d e d  i n  a n a l o g  
f o r m .  T h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  r e c o r d  i s  i n  
a u d i o ,  d e s i g n e d  t o  b e  p l a y e d  a t  1 6 - 2 / 3  
r e v o l u t i o n s  p e r  m i n u t e .   F o l l o w i n g  t h e  
s e c t i o n  o n  t h e  s o u n d s  o f  E a r t h ,  t h e r e  i s  
a n  e c l e c t i c  9 0 - m i n u t e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  
m u s i c ,  i n c l u d i n g  b o t h  E a s t e r n  a n d  
We s t e r n  c l a s s i c s  a n d  a  v a r i e t y  o f  e t h n i c  
m u s i c .  B a c h ,  M o z a r t ,  B e e t h o v e n ,  L o u i s  
A r m s t r o n g  a n d  h i s  H o t  S e v e n ’s  
" M e l a n c h o l y  B l u e s ”  a n d  C h u c k  B e r r y ’s  
" J o h n n y  B .  G o o d e ”  a r e  a  fe w  s a m p l e s  o f  
t h e  c o m p o s e r s  a n d  m u s i c  s e l e c t e d .  



THE ASSIGNMENT 

T h e  t a s k  f o r  t h e  M u s i c  A p p r e c i a t i o n  c l a s s  i s  
t o  f o r m u l a t e  a  M u s i c  T i m e  C a p s u l e .   P i c k  
t e n  c o m p o s i t i o n s  t h a t  e n c o m p a s s  t h e  s c o p e  
o f  h u m a n  m u s i c a l  a c h i e v e m e n t .  

T h e  s t u d e n t s  w o r k  i n  g r o u p s  t o  b r a i n s t o r m  
a n d  d e v e l o p  a  s c h e m a  t h e y  w i l l  u s e  t o  
p r e s e n t  a  l i s t  o f  m u s i c  t o  u s e  i n  t h e  f o r  t h i s  
p r o j e c t .  T h e  s t u d e n t s  m a y  c h o s e  t o  n a r r o w  
d o w n  t h e  a r e a  f r o m  g l o b a l ,  t o  t h e  w e s t e r n  
w o r l d  o r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  e t c .   E a c h  
s t u d e n t  f i l l s  o u t  a  p e e r - r e v i e w  o n  e a c h  
m e m b e r  o f  t h e  g r o u p .  

T h e n  s t u d e n t s  t a l k  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  w i t h  
t h e i r  f r i e n d s ,  f a m i l y  a n d  o l d e r  p e o p l e ,  t o  
c o m e  u p  w i t h  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  l i s t  o f  
c o m p o s i t i o n s  t o  u s e  i n  t h e i r  p r o j e c t .  



Time Capsule Project 
Time Capsule Project works in :

Visual Arts
Theater
Dance
English
History
Communication
Mathematics
Science

Etc.

What Are Some Ideas from you?



CONCLUSIONS

Using the time capsule project in Music 
Appreciation over the last few years has 
helped to improved student learning of the 
core curriculum objectives, working with 
other students to provide some 
transformative experiences, and having a 
lesson that is unique to grade.  

The Music Time Capsule project challenges 
each student which results in work that is 
distinctive for each student.

Students enjoy this project and enjoy the 
challenge of selecting music for future 
generations to enjoy.



Thank You

Herbert Midgley

hmidgley@sfasu.edu
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