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Handwritten Notebooks

o Writing to learn activities e Collect 2 -3 times per
e Reflection semester

e Discussion e Minimal feedback

e Brainstorming « Completion grades

e Research notes

-



I stopped teaching with handwritten notebooks when COVID-19 happened.

* I couldn't collect physical notebooks.
* Designing new online content was time consuming.

* There were so many new things I had to learn about teaching in hybrid
modalities.

And yet I "knew" that handwritten assighments were important.

Why?

-



Notetaking: Students who take handwritten notes perform significantly better on exams than students
who take notes on a laptop, especially with the "conceptual application” of material (Mueller and
Oppenheimer).

* Computer — non-generative (verbatim) notetaking

* Handwritten — generative (summary and paraphrase) notetaking

Multitasking: Multitasking on a laptop impairs comprehension during learning activities. Multitasking also
impairs comprehension of learners nearby who are no# multitasking (Cepeda et al).

Cognitive costs of writing: Writing by hand demands fewer cognitive resources than writing on a
computer. This is important when we consider that more complex forms of writing (e.g. persuasive vs.
narrative) and/or writing about new or complex ideas draws on the same "pool of working memory"

(Bourdin and Fayol).
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FIGURE 2. Annotation of “The 5Story of an Hour™ by Kate Chopin
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She knew that she would weep again when she saw the kind, tender Yrost Sre'd reyer

hands folded in death; the face that had never boked save with love
I her, fixed and gray angl dezd. But she zaw beyond that bateer
moment a Jong procession of year o come that would belong to her
almalutely. And she opered and spread her arms aut to them in welcomse
There woubd s no one o live for ber diring those coming years; she
waiald live for herself. There would be no powerful will bending bers in
that blind persistence with which men and women believe they have a
right Lo impose a private will wpon a fellow-creatire. A kind inten
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“Go away. T am nod making mysell il Be; she was drinking ma
very elimir of lile through that upen waisbow.

Iler lancy was running ricd along those days ahead of ber. Spring alays,
srvd surmameer days, al bl seres of days than woubd be ber own, She

breathed a quick prayer that life might be long. It was only yesterday Thywuy oy

ghee had thought with a shudder than i might be lnng.
She arose at lengih and opered the door to her sister’s imporiunitics,
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Some ome was opening the front door with a la ey. It was Brenily
Mallard who entered, a litle travel-stained, compegedly carryimg has
grip-sack and ambrella. He had been far from the scene of accident, and
digl not even know there had boon one. He stod amazed al Joscphme’s
piercing ory; i Richards' quick maotion o screen him from the view of
han walk.
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Handwritten Annotations

Markup

Marginal Notes

Upload photos to a
dropbox




Double-entry / Dialectical Notes

o J.eft column — Information from the
text

* Right column — Questions,
connections, reactions, etc.

* Upload photos to a dropbox




Spring 2021 — Return to Handwritten Notebooks

* FFace-to-face and livestream meetings.

* Our notebooks facilitate active learning activities during class.

* I don't collect notebooks - acknowledging the nature and purpose
of low-stakes writing (e.g. working on our ideas and writing before
sharing with others).
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