
Dr. Jenny Rashall & Dr. Mike Read 

SFASU Department of Geology | CoSM

2022 CTL Teaching Showcase



Creating the Virtual Hill 
Country Field Trip

Why?

• Necessity! When the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
began, we were 
weeks away from the 
originally scheduled 
trip. Several senior-
level students were 
relying on the course 
to graduate that 
semester.

Course Goals!

• Be familiar with geologically 
significant sites in the Texas 
Hill Country.

• Articulate fundamental 
geology concepts.

• Recognize the ever-
changing landscape of Texas 
throughout deep time.

How?

• Combining elements of 
field-based learning and 
place-based learning.

• Brightspace (D2L) 
modules include maps, 
landscape and outcrop 
photographs, 360o

panoramas, videos, and 
instructional figures and 
text.



Stop 9: San Gabriel River, Leander, TX

Stop 17: Enchanted Rock State Natural Area

Screen capture of 360° Google Earth panorama



Permian road trip
Guadalupe Mountains

National Park,
West Texas

~265-million-year-old marine 
deposits of the Delaware Mtn Group

Applying this method in other courses:
GEOL 1304 Historical Geology…

View from Guadalupe Peak



Accessibility Issues in 
Field Courses/Activities

• The original in-person field course 
required students to camp for the 
long-weekend trip, an activity that is 
not an option for all of our students.

• Having the virtual field course option 
will give all students who want to 
learn about the regional geology of 
the Texas Hill Country an opportunity.



Conclusions

• Introducing students to 
recognizable locations and 
utilizing elements of place-based 
learning helps to develop 
meaningful connections to course 
concepts.

• Accessible alternatives for some 
traditionally in-person 
experiences benefit the wider 
student population.


