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MSN Admissions 

 
Minimum admission requirements for the MSN program are established by the graduate 
school and the faculty of the DeWitt School of Nursing. The number of students 
admitted each semester is determined by availability of appropriate qualified faculty 
and/or clinical resources. Applicants are reviewed on an individual basis.  

 
A. Admission Requirements  

1. Acceptance to the SFASU Graduate School. 
2. Hold a Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN) degree from an accredited 

nursing program. 
3. Nurse Educator applicants must meet State Authorization Reciprocity 

Agreement (SARA) and Nurse Licensure Compact requirements including 
a current, unencumbered license or have residency in Texas and hold 
current, unencumbered licensure to practice as a Registered nurse in the 
state of Texas. 

4. Family Nurse Practitioner applicants must reside in the state of Texas and 
hold current, unencumbered licensure to practice as a Registered Nurse in 
the state of Texas. 

5. Completion of one year of full-time clinical experience as a Registered 
Nurse is preferred. 

6. Applicants must meet GPA criteria for SFA graduate school admission. 
7. An applicant whose native language is not English must present 

satisfactory scores on the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) 
or the International English Language Testing System (IELTS). Applicants 
need to score at least 550 on the paper-based TOEFL, 213 on the 
computer-based TOEFL, and 80 on the internet based TOEFL or 6.0 on 
the IELTS with no test scores under 5.5. 

8. The DeWitt School of Nursing will follow University HOP for MSN degree 
requirements. See the Course Catalog for more information. 
 

B. Admission Process - Students may be admitted based on the attainment of 
admission criteria. Admissions decisions are based on ranking of students using 
GPA, letters of reference, nursing experience, and professional/scholarly 
activities. Applicants that submit all materials by the priority deadline with the 
highest ranking will be offered full acceptance first until the program meets 
capacity. After the priority deadline, admission of qualified applicants will be 
processed in the order received. Applicants who meet some, but not all of the 
admission requirements may be accepted into the graduate program on a 
probationary basis. The MSN Coordinator will review the MSN applications and 
make recommendations to the Director of the SON. The Director of the SON will 
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make the final decision about acceptance of students. To be considered for 
admission, the student must complete the following: 

1. Submit official transcripts to SFA from all colleges attended, at least 30 
days prior to entering the program is preferred. 

2. Submit proof of current licensure as an RN. 
3. Submit proof of clinical experience. 
4. Submit 3 professional references. 
5. Submit an essay describing philosophy on advanced practice 

nursing/philosophy of nursing education and personal/professional goals. 
6. Applicants from countries other than the United States must also meet the 

admission requirements for international students seeking a graduate 
degree at Stephen F. Austin State University. 
 

C. Application Deadline - Applications are accepted on a rolling basis. The priority 
deadline for admission will be posted on the School of Nursing website. 
Applications received after these deadlines may be considered only if vacancies 
still exist in the incoming class. It is the responsibility of the student to make sure 
that all application materials are received prior to the stated deadline. 
Applications are not retained from semester to semester. Students may request 
their application be moved to a future semester by contacting the Program 
Coordinator or Graduate School. If the application is not moved, the student must 
reapply in the next application cycle. It is the responsibility of the student to make 
sure all application materials are received by SFA prior to the deadline.  
 

D. Eligibility – Applicants who are not in good standing at another graduate 
program or not eligible to continue or return to that program may not be eligible 
for admission into the program. Any history or reports of unprofessional and/or 
unethical behavior could impact admission standing. 
 

E. Acceptance of Nursing Transfer Coursework- Students may be admitted to 
the School of Nursing (SON) and be given credit for nursing courses completed 
at another institution with a grade of “B” or higher for graduate work taken prior to 
admission. Coursework will only be accepted if completed within six years of 
graduation. Students transferring nursing courses will need to submit course 
substitution documents to the Program Coordinator. The program coordinator will 
review transcripts to determine which courses will receive credit toward degree 
requirements. Student will be placed in the appropriate courses on a case-by-
case basis.  
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F. Post-Master’s Certificate Admission- In addition to other MSN admission 
requirements, Post-Master’s Certificate students should submit MSN transcripts 
to the Program Coordinator for GAP Analysis to determine course placement. 


