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The year before Stephen F. Austin State University began classes in
1923, our first president, Dr. Alton W. Birdwell, wrote, “We should
approach the new year, with all its uncertainties, with fortitude and
courage. Optimism and buoyant hopes should reign universally.” The
first line of our alma mater anthem embodies that same optimism as it
states, “Oh future bright ‘neath the purple and white.” All these words
were true when they were written. They are true today, and they will be
true as we continue our journey into the university’s next century. Our
future is bright, with a radiant legacy lighting the way forward.

Today, as the newest member of The University of Texas System, SFA
has grown into a regional institution comprising six colleges — business,
education, fine arts, forestry and agriculture, liberal and applied

arts, and sciences and mathematics. Enrolling approximately 11,000
students, the main campus spans 421 acres and includes 40 academic
facilities, 11 residence halls, and 68 acres of recreational trails that wind
through its six gardens. The optimistic vision Dr. Birdwell instilled into
the university’s founding years manifested into decades of growth. We
are excited to see how that bright future touted in our alma mater will
continue to ripple out into the university's second century.

SH A Lresidents

Dr. Alton Birdwell, 1922-42
Dr. Paul L. Boynton, 1942-58
Dr. Ralph W. Steen, 1958-76
Dr. William R. Johnson, 1976-90
Dr. Donald Bowen, 1990-91
Dr. Dan Angel, 1992-99
Dr. Tito Guerrero, 2001-06
Dr. Baker Pattillo, 2006-18
Dr. Scott Gordon, 2019-22
Dr. Steve Westbrook, 2023
Dr. Neal Weaver, 2024-



BOARD OF REGENTS OFFICERS

Kevin P. Eltife
Chairman

Janiece Longoria
Vice Chairman

James C. "Rad” Weaver
Vice Chairman

BOARD OF REGENTS MEMBERS
Christina Melton Crain
Robert P. Gauntt
Jodie Lee Jiles
Nolan Perez, MD
Stuart W. Stedman
Kelcy L. Warren

Anthony John Dragun
Student Regent

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

James B. Milliken, JD
Chancellor

Dr. Archie L. Holmes Jr.
Executive Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs

John M. Zerwas, MD, FASA
Executive Vice Chancellor for Health Affairs

Jonathan Pruitt
Executive Vice Chancellor and Chief Operating Officer

Stacey Napier, JD
General Counsel to the Board of Regents



Shvestitre Coremany

Processional ....... Drs. Jennifer Dalmas, Minhae Lee and Evgeni Raychev
Trio No. 1 in B major, Op. 8:1 Allegro; con moto: Johannes Brahms (1833-97)

Pronouncement of Ceremony .........cccecveevveenveenrennnn. Dr. Judy A. Abbott
Interim Provost and Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs

Welcome and Introduction ..........cccceecveniiiiiiinieniiicicenns Kevin P. Eltife
Chairman, The University of Texas System Board of Regents

INVOCATION 1eviiieii e Austin Weaver, JD
Eldest son of Dr. Neal Weaver

Presentation of Colors .........ccccoceiiiininiiiiiiic SFA ROTC Cadets
National Anthem ... SFA A Cappella Choir
Welcome from SFA Students ........cooceviiienieiiieniciceine Uchenna Njoku

Student Government Association Representative

Welcome from SFA Faculty .....cccccoovienirinnennn. Dr. Aryendra Chakravartty
Faculty Senate Representative

Welcome from SFA Staff ... Ryan Dietrich
Staff Council Representative

Welcome from the City of Nacogdoches ............ccccceeueie. Randy Johnson
Mayor of Nacogdoches
Welcome from SFA Alumni ......cocveviiiiiniiiiiiiiniiiiniecceen Karen Gantt

Alumni Representative



Special Remarks .........cccooiiiiiiiiiii Kristi Weaver
First Lady of Stephen F. Austin State University

Introduction of President ..........cccccoeevvieviiiiiniiiecieeeeceen Kevin P. Eltife
Chairman, The University of Texas System Board of Regents

Introduction of Chancellor .........ccccvveveiiiiiiiiiiie Kevin P. Eltife
Chairman, The University of Texas System Board of Regents

Remarks and Presentation of Emblems of Office .......... James B. Milliken
Chancellor, The University of Texas System

Presidential AdAress .......oooueeeeeueoeeeeeeeeeeeeee e, Dr. Neal Weaver
President, Stephen F. Austin State University

Oh Future Bright ....coc.ooiiieiii et Video
"All Hail to SFA” Alma Mater .......cccccoceevenieniennenn SFA A Cappella Choir
ClOSING ettt e Kevin P. Eltife

Chairman, The University of Texas System Board of Regents

Recessional ........ Drs. Jennifer Dalmas, Minhae Lee and Evgeni Raychev
March Militaire by Frank Bridge (1879-1941)

Reception in the second-floor lobby
of the Griffith Fine Arts Building



PRESIDENT’'S CABINET

Dr. Judy A. Abbott
Interim Provost and Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs

Gina Oglesbee
Senior Vice President for Organizational Effectiveness

Dr. Kent Willis
Senior Vice President for Enrollment and Student Engagement

Damon Derrick, JD
Chief of Staff
Vice President and General Counsel

Jill Still
Vice President for University Advancement

Judith Kruwell
Vice President for Finance

Michael Coffee
Vice President for Information Technology and Chief Information Officer

Jane Ann Bridges
Chief Audit Officer

Michael McBroom
Director of Athletics

Dr. Charlotte Sullivan
Director of Governmental Relations



ACADEMIC LEADERSHIP

Dr. Marc Guidry
Associate Provost for Academic Affairs

Dr. Jason Reese
Acting Dean of the Nelson Rusche College of Business

Dr. Stacy Hendricks
Interim Dean of the James I. Perkins College of Education

Dr. Gary T. Wurtz
Dean of the Micky Elliott College of Fine Arts

Dr. Hans M. Williams
Dean of the Arthur Temple College of Forestry and Agriculture

Dr. M. Dustin Knepp
Dean of the College of Liberal and Applied Arts

Dr. Kimberly M. Childs
Dean of the College of Sciences and Mathematics

Dr. Forrest Lane
Dean of Research and Graduate Studies



AU Sl te ST

ALMA MATER

Oh future bright
‘neath the
Purple and White
All hail to SFA!

‘Mid Texas pines we have
Found peaceful shrines
Where ev'ry month is May
Long live our Alma Mater
Honor to thee for aye
As years unfold

Happy mem’ries we'll hold
All hail to SFA!
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