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COMMENCEMENT PROGRAM
Dec. 15 and 16, 2023

Academic Procession ................................................................................................................. “Pomp and Circumstance March No.1”
by Sir Edward Elgar 

Presentation of the Colors ......................................................................................................................................... ROTC Honor Guard

Welcome .......................................................................................................................................................................... Dr. Lorenzo Smith
Provost and Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs 

Recognition of Faculty .......................................................................................................................................................... Gina Oglesbee
Interim President of the University

Introduction of the Commencement Speaker  .................................................................................................................. Gina Oglesbee
Interim President of the University

Address to Graduates and Guests .......................................................................................................................................... Pete Sessions
United States Congressman

Presentation of Candidates for Master’s Degrees ....................................................................................................... Dr. Lorenzo Smith
Provost and Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs

Conferring of Master’s Degrees ........................................................................................................................................... Gina Oglesbee
Interim President of the University

Presentation of Candidates for Bachelor’s Degrees ................................................................................................... Dr. Lorenzo Smith
Provost and Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs

Conferring of Bachelor’s Degrees ....................................................................................................................................... Gina Oglesbee
Interim President of the University

Alumni Congratulations .................................................................................................................................................. Craig A. Turnage
Executive Director of Alumni Relations 

Singing of the Stephen F. Austin State University School Song ......................................................................................... Nita Hudson
Lecturer of Music 

Academic Recession ............................................................................................................................... “Triumphal March” from “Aida” 
by Giuseppe Verdi 
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ADMINISTRATION AND GUESTS
Gina Oglesbee, Interim President

PRESIDENT’S CABINET
Dr. Lorenzo Smith, Provost and Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs

Jane Ann Bridges, Chief Audit Executive
Carrie Charley, Interim Vice President for Student Affairs

Michael Coffee, Chief Information Officer
Dr. Michara DeLaney-Fields, Special Advisor to the President

Damon Derrick, Vice President and General Counsel
Dr. Lee Furbeck, Vice President for Enrollment Management
Graham Garner, Chief Marketing Communications Officer

Ryan Ivey, Director of Athletics
Judi Kruwell, Interim Vice President for Finance and Administration

Jill Still, Vice President for University Advancement
Dr. Charlotte Sullivan, Director of Governmental Relations

ACADEMIC LEADERSHIP
Dr. Judy A. Abbott, Dean of the James I. Perkins College of Education

Dr. Timothy O. Bisping, Dean of the Nelson Rusche College of Business
Dr. Kimberly M. Childs, Dean of the College of Sciences and Mathematics

Dr. Marc Guidry, Associate Provost for Academic Affairs
Dr. M. Dustin Knepp, Dean of the College of Liberal and Applied Arts

Dr. Matthew McBroom, Associate Dean of the Arthur Temple College of Forestry and Agriculture
Dr. Lorenzo Smith, Acting Dean of Research and Graduate Studies
Dr. Gary T. Wurtz, Dean of the Micky Elliott College of Fine Arts

STAGE PARTY
Jada Cartwright, Student Body President

CC Conn, Faculty Senate Chair, Professor of Theatre
Mickey P. Diez, Registrar

Nita Hudson, Lecturer of Music
Pete Sessions, United States Congressman

Craig A. Turnage, Executive Director of Alumni Relations
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THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS SYSTEM
BOARD OF REGENTS OFFICERS

Kevin P. Eltife, Chairman
Janiece Longoria, Vice Chairman

James C. “Rad” Weaver, Vice Chairman
Francie A. Frederick, General Counsel to the Board of Regents

BOARD OF REGENTS MEMBERS
Christina Melton Crain

Robert P. Gauntt
Jodie Lee Jiles

Nolan Perez, MD
Stuart W. Stedman

Kelcy L. Warren
John Michael Austin, Student Regent

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
James B. Milliken, JD, Chancellor

Archie I. Holmes Jr., PhD, Executive Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs
John M. Zerwas, MD, Executive Vice Chancellor for Health Affairs

Jonathan Pruitt, MPA, Executive Vice Chancellor for Business Affairs
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APPROPRIATE CONDUCT

Please silence cellphones and other electronic devices, and remain seated during the entire ceremony to show respect for 
our graduates. 

Each SFA graduate and guest deserves to enjoy a ceremony without inappropriate or excessive interruptions from others. The 
possession or use of alcohol or illegal substances, air horns or other noisemakers, balloons, flags or banners is prohibited. 

We ask for your assistance in making this event a pleasant experience for everyone in attendance. Any attendee who is 
disrespectful or disruptive may be escorted from the venue. 

SFA officials are stationed around the concourse of the coliseum. If you need special assistance, please contact one of these 
representatives who will be happy to respond to your needs. 

A sign language interpreter will be near the podium during the commencement ceremony. Reserved seating for people who 
are deaf and hard of hearing is available in Section 118, Rows A and B. 

If you would like a graduate’s name finger spelled, you may submit your request to representatives at the Disability 
Services table located east of the main entry doors outside of the marketing office. Please make requests prior to the 
platform processional. 

The listing of graduates is based upon information provided prior to printing of the program. The appearance or 
absence of any name in the program does not constitute recognition or denial of completion of degree requirements. 
The program is issued as a ceremonial publication and is not an official record of graduates. The university apologizes 
for any errors or omissions.

The audience will please be seated for the Academic Procession and Recession.

Captioning services available at 
sfasu.edu/registrar/commencement/attending

or scan the QR code below.



COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY
6 P.M. • DEC. 15, 2023

NELSON RUSCHE  
COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

JAMES I. PERKINS
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 

DEPARTMENT OF 
EDUCATION STUDIES
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GRADUATE STUDIES
Dr. Lorenzo Smith, Provost and Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs

CANDIDATES FOR  MASTER’S DEGREES

MASTER OF ARTS IN TEACHING

NAME     MAJOR             UNDERGRADUATE STUDIES
Brandon Keith Joe   Teaching            McNeese State University
Leah Janelle Johnson   Teaching             Stephen F. Austin State University

MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

NAME     MAJOR             UNDERGRADUATE STUDIES
Justin Thomas Benson    Business Administration            Stephen F. Austin State University
Prem Bhat     Business Administration           University of Texas-Tyler
Collin Joseph Bower    Business Administration            Stephen F. Austin State University
Ashlee Magan Brazil    Business Administration            Stephen F. Austin State University
Benjamin Caballero Mata, Sr.   Business Administration           Universidad Autonoma Del Noreste
Kathryn Elizabeth Duncan   Business Administration            Stephen F. Austin State University
Kaci Morgan Foster    Business Administration           Stephen F. Austin State University
Jacob Xavier Garcia    Business Administration            Stephen F. Austin State University
Victor Nicolas Hinojosa    Business Administration            Stephen F. Austin State University
Keegan Conner Holm    Business Administration            Stephen F. Austin State University
Clint Jacob Lapic     Business Administration            Stephen F. Austin State University
Allison Nicole Mintz    Business Administration            Stephen F. Austin State University
Isaiah Chase Ruiz    Business Administration            Stephen F. Austin State University
Gina Asi Ukaegbu    Business Administration           Abia State University
Ryan Christopher Waugh    Business Administration            Stephen F. Austin State University
Preston Alan Weeks    Business Administration            Stephen F. Austin State University

MASTER OF EDUCATION

NAME     MAJOR             UNDERGRADUATE STUDIES
Yvette Louise Garakani   Elementary Education           Stephen F. Austin State University
Kristen Faith Moore   Elementary Education           Stephen F. Austin State University
Gabrielle Nicole Richmond  Early Childhood Education          Stephen F. Austin State University
Sarah Anne Scarborough   Teaching and Learning           Stephen F. Austin State University
Carmen Tankersley   Early Childhood Education          Texas A&M University-Kingsville
Katie Scarlett Trantham   Special Education            Tarleton State University
Tiatcha Lynee’ Williams   Secondary Education           Stephen F. Austin State University
Kelli Nicole Wood   Elementary Education           Stephen F. Austin State University

6  /  6 p.m. Dec. 15



MASTER OF PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANCY

NAME     MAJOR             UNDERGRADUATE STUDIES
Railey Daniels Cagle   Accounting            University of Texas-Tyler
Angel Cuarenta    Professional Accounting           Stephen F. Austin State University
Kaitlyn Vicotria Denise Dority  Professional Accounting           Stephen F. Austin State University
Gabriel Luis Fonseca   Accounting            Stephen F. Austin State University
Oscar Hernandez    Accounting            Stephen F. Austin State University
Cully Ray Mangus   Professional Accounting            Stephen F. Austin State University
Martin Joseph Rodriguez   Professional Accounting           Stephen F. Austin State University
Preston Nolan Tabb   Accounting            University of North Texas
Cassidy Renee Ullrich   Professional Accounting           Stephen F. Austin State University
Andrew James Wise   Professional Accounting           Stephen F. Austin State University

7  /  6 p.m. Dec. 15
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CANDIDATES FOR BACHELOR’S DEGREES

NELSON RUSCHE COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
Dr. Timothy O. Bisping, Dean

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Aaron Isaiah Castro Thaxton Saran Mathur**

BACHELOR OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

Mariam Adi
Cayenne Elaine Alexander
Hannah Michelle Alfred*
Summer Rayne Allen
Dora Nohemy Alvarez Moreno
Taylor K. Bradford
Abigail Lydia Amon
Maggie Katherine Barbay***
Tonya L. Barron
Kyle Joseph Beale
Jada Blackwood
Emily Jean Bodin
Ginger Leach Borders
Claire Elizabeth Boyd*
Renee Katherine Brandish
Gabriel Briones
Nathan Patrick Brown
Taylor Rene Bryan
Kya Kimberly Caravella-Callahan
Lyndel Cain Carden*
John Paul Carrejo
Landon R. Ceballos
Christian Jesus Celestino
Christina Ann Chapin*
Carmen Denise Choate
Sophie Lynn Clakley
Tyler Ray Clayborn
Michael Clinkscales
Kimberly Ann Cobb
Lauryn Beth Crawford
Emma Wren Crisp
Angel Cuarenta**
Koryn Reese Currier
Joseph Cole Cymerman
Daniel Martin Decker***
Sergio Luis Diaz Montiel***
Dylan Pete Dixon
Sera Hong Nhung Do***

Kaitlyn Victoria Denise Dority
Nathaniel Duran*
Austin Reese Evett
Shane Michael Ferrier
Francisco Javier Flores
Cheyenne Marie Gamrod
Landon Gibson*
John Braden Green
Will Hamilton Grigsby
Justice Ja’Quan Guillory
Samantha Jordan Hall
Tyler Ashton Hance
Emily Grace Hannah
Tori Tae’shun Hardy
Chelsea Nicole Harman
Dalacia La’net Harris
Justin Charles Harris
Allison Judith Harville
Victoria Ann Henley
James Graham Hill
Tanner McCoy Hill
Haley Nhu-Quynh Hoang***
Lucas Robert Hunsdale
Rylee Danelle Jackson*
Ladavion Te’Sean Johnson*
Bree Mazlynn Jones*
Carson Paul Journee
Delanie Kipp   
Amber Michelle Kirkland
Mackenzie Kay Kuykendall
Bindira Shrestha Ladiwala**
Alfredo Cardenas Leon
Ethan Samuel Little**
Felicia A. Lockhart
Marisa Grace Loera
Alexis Nicole Loftin
Odette Lopez
Camden Blake Lowry

#Steven Daniel Luenser*
Cully Ray Mangus
Keith Matchett
Michaela Ruth McAdams
Riley Michael McLaughlin**
Craig Joseph Miller
Adrian Francisco Minjares
Nicholas Todd Mobley
Justin Ryan Moore
Matthew Justin Morgan
Sophie Christine Morris
Jourdan Taylor Myers
Maria Nolazco
Krystal Norton
Brooklynn Bryann Oliver
Alejandro Orellana
Caydin Dakota Parker
Jaime Alejandro Pesina
Joshua Russell Phipps
Daniella Andree Ramirez
Mariano Israel Ramirez
Jesse L. Raney
Dylan Matthew Reed
Mason Brady Reichardt
Kaitlyn Marie Revill
Kathryne Ann Elaine Robertson
Martin Joseph Rodriguez
Alex Louis Roebuck
Trey Allen Rogers**
Vanessa N. Rojo*
Noah Ryan Russell*
Stephanie Renee Ruvalcaba
Kiley Sanders, Sr.
Jada Rayn Sanford
Jose Santana, Jr.
Flora Nicole Sewell
Dylan Ray Seymore
Ryan Adam Shaver

Summa Cum Laude ***            Magna Cum Laude **            Cum Laude *            University Scholar #
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Lainey Danielle Sitter
Jonathon Thomas Skea
Meredith Nicole Smith*
Tanner Michael Spedden
Zachary James Stephen
Cole A. Stephens*
Travis Glenn Stringer*
Anjelina Rosa Suarez
Marquell Quinton Thompson

Shannon Elizabeth Thompson
Trent Nicklaus Thompson
Averi Claire Thurman*
Austin Ryan Tower**
Brenda Trevino
Taryn Trinity Uhr***
#Cassidy Renee Ullrich***
Tobias William Vallejo

Demonica Jacquez Watkins
Grant Watson
Carson James White
Meagan May Whitley**
Larenz Thomas Wiley
Ryan Bruce Willingham
Andrew James Wise
Damien Robert Zamora

JAMES I. PERKINS COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
Dr. Judy A. Abbott, Dean

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Jordan Danielle Horace**

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES

Jack William Adams IV**
Gloria Arcos Aguilar**
Julia Marie Aguilera**
Emily Ryen Arnwine**
Daniela Santacruz Bailey***
Jami Lynn Bailey***
Kaitlyn Brooke Barrera**
Maya Elizabeth Basdeo
Lena Nikkole Baudat***
Ericka Lorena Baxter***
Genesis Keeley Baze***
Briuana Nicole Beck**
Ashley Beckham***
Olivia Madalynn Blair***
Jamie Ann Blankinship***
Morgan Louise Bobbitt
Chakelle Trenai Bradford***
Taylor Lynn Bragg***
Heather Nicole Bryson***
Bethany Jeanne Burleigh***
Alondra Jairan Camps-Hernandez
Claudia Mckenna Carrillo***
Victoria Renee Cash***
Alexis Leigh Castillo**
Emma Mae Clark
Olivia Jeanann Clifton***
Gera Marie Cobb***
Jessica Lauren Cobb**
Emilee Annette Cochran***
Jade Cherelle Collins***
Madelyn Hope Conner
Emma Elizabeth Cottrell

Zoe Texann Dawson***
Emily Marie Dickens***
Kylee Aryn Downs**
Leila Kay Drennon***
Taylor Michelle Duncan***
Tierra Johnae Dupree
Natalie Nicole Eddy***
Emily Sierra Edgar
Jenna Elizabeth Ellsmore***
Tonya Marie Emberton***
Brittany Falco
Amber Renae Figueroa**
Abby Elizabeth Floyd
Alexus Ciara Foutz
Tara Dawn Fudge***
Jessica Maria Garcia**
Patricia Sandoval Garcia**
Molly Elizabeth Garza**
Sierra Ka Govan***
Destiney N. Greene**
Savannah Marie Hadley***
Amayah Annette Hawkins
Alyson Brooke Hill***
Michael Grayson Holmberg
Bailee Denise Hough*
Dionne Nicole Hunt***
Jacqueline Aidee Jaramillo*
Brooke Elise Jenkins**
Roderica L. Johnson
Katelyn Michelle Kessler***
Kelsey Renee Konidaris***
Aria Jasmine Koop*

Lauren Mary Krause***
Whitney Tyler Liggin
Rileigh Shea Lowe***
Sabrina Renee Lowe***
Madeline Marie Denise MacGregor***
Kelsey Jean Manning
Allie Michelle Hays***
Lupita Marie Martinez Avila
Marlee Ann McClendon***
Teri Leigh McFadden***
Taylor Nicole Meirose***
Marissa Ann Mendoza
Kristen Leigh Miller***
Ryan Lewellyn Miller
Misti Michelle Mills***
Sydney Elizabeth Molandes
Maxwell Lloyd Mondy***
Kayleigh Michelle Moran
Tania Rodriguez Moreno**
Ashley N. Morgan*
Addison Layne Mosley***
Daniel Wayne Nolen***
Tony Maurice Padgett, Jr.***
Grace Whitney Parker**
Samara Pellegaud***
Brittany V. Phipps
Alicia Marie Pressley***
Maribeth Annette Punjak**
Kayla Marie Ragland
Lauryn Jane Ragland***
Laken Olivia Read
Katy Arely Recinos

Summa Cum Laude ***            Magna Cum Laude **            Cum Laude *            University Scholar #
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Summa Cum Laude ***            Magna Cum Laude **            Cum Laude *            University Scholar #

Jennifer Ruof Reyes***
McKinley Hope Rhodes***
Joi Trachell Robertson
Morgan Brook Rogers
Janely Ibelka Rojas***
Jeffrey Ryan-Trimble Rollins***
Ashle Michelle Romine**
JoAnna Renee Rozier***
Kaila A’Doni Sajna***
RaeAnn Blair Schaffer**
Lynsie Joy Schuler***
Hannah Rose Shepherd*
Regan Addison Shofner
Lauren Cherie Sims***
Kala Smith***

Madison LaVerne Smith***
Sadie Adair Smith**
Stacy Victoria Smith***
Raquel DeLeon Sosa***
Nancy Lee Ann Stephens*
Tyler Addison Swartout*
Jacob Steven Thacker**
Danielle Nicole Thompson***
Symore Rena Thompson***
Francisca Guadalupe Tovar***
Mikaela Elaine Trevino**
Maudilee Rae Trull***
Maegan Renee Underwood***
Amber Nicole Vasquez**
Ashley Elizabeth Villeda**

Kendall Grace Vineyard
Allyssa Ynell Walker**
Kailey Waller***
#Amanda Elizabeth Ward***
Katelyn Grace Warren***
Lindsey A. Watson***
Kandis Ka’Lyn Watts***
April Rose Welch***
Christina Whiteker***
Kaitlyn Grace Whitmer**
Kimbra Dee Widner***
Avery Love Wiese
Hannah Elizabeth Wilson
Kaylie Diane Wilson***
Darbi Elizabeth Wyatt***



COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY
9 A.M. • DEC. 16, 2023

JAMES I. PERKINS
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 
AND EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP

SCHOOL OF  
HUMAN SCIENCES

DEPARTMENT OF KINESIOLOGY 
AND HEALTH SCIENCE

MICKY ELLIOTT  
COLLEGE OF FINE ARTS

ARTHUR TEMPLE 
COLLEGE OF FORESTRY 

AND AGRICULTURE 

11  / 9 a.m. Dec. 16
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GRADUATE STUDIES
Dr. Lorenzo Smith, Provost and Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs

CANDIDATES FOR  MASTER’S DEGREES

MASTER OF ARTS

NAME     MAJOR             UNDERGRADUATE STUDIES
Lisa Nicole Adams   Professional Counseling           Stephen F. Austin State University
Valynnsia LaQiana Bodie   Professional Counseling           University of North Texas
Aranza Cardenas    Professional Counseling           University of Texas-Tyler
Harlee Ann James   Professional Counseling           Stephen F. Austin State University
Christine M. Jolly    Student Affairs and Higher Education      Cameron University
Dominic Adam Mannino   Professional Counseling           Southern Arkansas University
Marissa Leonor Matzenauer  Professional Counseling           Stephen F. Austin State University
Robert Ian McDonald   Student Affairs and Higher Education      Stephen F. Austin State University
Dante Amon Randle   Student Affairs and Higher Education      Stephen F. Austin State University
Indya Denise Spencer   Professional Counseling           Stephen F. Austin State University
Molly Todd    Student Affairs and Higher Education      Lamar University
Kendall Rice Tomberlain   Professional Counseling           Baylor University
Bradi Lorie Ware    School Psychology           University of Texas-Tyler

MASTER OF EDUCATION

NAME     MAJOR             UNDERGRADUATE STUDIES
Christopher Keith Arney   Educational Leadership           University of North Texas
Amanda Kay Garcia   Educational Leadership           University of Texas-San Antonio
Brandi Marie Henley   Educational Leadership           University of Houston-Main
Shay Lynn Hicks    Educational Leadership           East Texas Baptist University
Karla Maria Maldonado   Educational Leadership           University of Texas
Heydi Martinez    Educational Leadership           Stephen F. Austin State University
Larry Jason McDonald   Educational Leadership           Stephen F. Austin State University
Joshua N. McGee    Educational Leadership           Stephen F. Austin State University
Brianna Nichelle Miles   Educational Leadership           Stephen F. Austin State University
Peyton Ross Miller   Educational Leadership           University of North Texas
Virginia Marie Rodriguez   Educational Leadership           Texas A&M University-Kingsville
Rosa Salais    Educational Leadership           Stephen F. Austin State University
Jessica L. Shadix    Educational Leadership           Tarleton State University
Lisa Kay Vandever   Educational Leadership           Stephen F. Austin State University

MASTER OF FORESTRY

NAME     MAJOR             UNDERGRADUATE STUDIES
Adedapo Stephen Alakija   Forestry              Olabisi Onabanjo University  
Kathryn Grace Christensen  Forestry             Stephen F. Austin State University  
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MASTER OF MUSIC

NAME     MAJOR             UNDERGRADUATE STUDIES
Gina Hae Jin Jung   Music              New York Institute of Technology-Main        
Mary Katherine Pezzillo   Music             University of Vermont
Anthony St. John Rodriquez  Music             Stephen F. Austin State University
Rafael Augusto Scarfullery   Music              CUNY Brooklyn College
Jon P. Starling    Music             Texas A&M University-Commerce

MASTER OF SCIENCE

NAME     MAJOR             UNDERGRADUATE STUDIES
Diandra Audrey Ajemian   Human Sciences            Framingham State College
Reyes Banda III    Human Sciences            Texas A&M University-Kingsville
Kaden Grant Barmore   Resource Communication           University of Nevada-Reno
Raylynn Brewer    Kinesiology            Stephen F. Austin State University
Kimberly D. Carmona   Human Sciences            Stephen F. Austin State University
Bailey D. Cernosek   Human Sciences            Texas A&M University-Kingsville
Landon Kyle Evans   Human Sciences            University of Texas-Tyler
Amber Roxann Fergus   Human Sciences            Metropolitan State University-Denver
Memory Jacinth Groves   Kinesiology            Stephen F. Austin State University
Makayla Lynn Gunnels   Human Sciences            Texas State University
Mendy Anne Hattaway   Resource Communication           Stephen F. Austin State University
Heather D. Hawkins   Human Sciences            Stephen F. Austin State University
Madison Leigh Horne   Human Sciences            Louisiana Tech University
Chelsea De’Na Johnson   Agriculture            East Texas Baptist University
Mary Paige Kanipes   Human Sciences            Stephen F. Austin State University
Melissa Carmen Casteel King  Resource Communication           Georgia State University
Alejandra Solis Martinez   Forestry             Stephen F. Austin State University
Deanna Elizabeth McCollum  Human Sciences            Stephen F. Austin State University
Mason Cole McSwain   Agriculture            Stephen F. Austin State University
Oluwaseun Niniola Mofikoya  Agriculture            Osun State University
Alondra Perez Sanchez   Human Sciences            Texas A&M University-Kingsville 
Kristina Marie Rivas   Human Sciences            University of Arkansas for Med Sci
Troy Tyler Shifflet    Kinesiology            Stephen F. Austin State University
Nina Danielle Sisemore   Environmental Science           Stephen F. Austin State University
Donovan Francis Smith   Resource Communication           University of Redlands
Dianna Guadalupe Sosa   Human Sciences            Stephen F. Austin State University
Amber Joy Sproule   Human Sciences            Life University
Kathryn Paige Vega   Human Sciences            Stephen F. Austin State University
Olivia Ann Williams   Kinesiology            Stephen F. Austin State University
Victoria Miriam Williams   Environmental Science           Stephen F. Austin State University



THESES

Alejandra Solis Martinez, Forestry
“Temporal Assessment of a Breeding Bird Community and an Evaluation of Avifauna Sampling 

            Methodologies on the Welder Wildlife Refuge”
Directed by Dr. Jessica Glasscock, Assistant Professor, Forestry

Oluwaseun Niniola Mofikoya, Agriculture
“Variations of Soil Organic Matter Under Native Grassland and Introduced Vegetation”
Directed by Dr. Michael Maurer, Professor, Agriculture

Mary Katherine Pezzillo, Music
“Character Development and Revolution: Use of Leitmotif in the First Acts of Les Misérables and 

            Hamilton: An American Musical”
Directed by Dr. Samantha Inman, Associate Professor, Music

Kristina Marie Rivas, Human Sciences
“Homeless not Hopeless: The Experiences of Participants Enrolled in the 100 Families Initiative”
Directed by Dr. Rachel Jumper, Associate Professor, Human Sciences 

Rafael Augusto Scarfullery, Music
“La Fiesta Del Espiritu Santo: An Original Work for Choir, Soloists, and Small Ensemble Influenced  

            by the Santeria Music of the African-Dominican Community in the Dominican Republic”
Directed by Dr. Stephen Lias, Professor, Music

Bradi Lorie Ware, School Psychology
“Special Education and Inclusion: A Literature Review”
Directed by Dr. Elaine Turner, Assistant Professor, Human Services and Educational Leadership 

Victoria Miriam Williams, Environmental Science
“Quantifying Current Soil Brine Contamination Within the Smackover Oil Field in Arkansas 

            Using Multispectral Digital Imagery”
Directed by Dr. Daniel Unger, Professor, Forestry

14  /  9 a.m. Dec. 16
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CANDIDATES FOR BACHELOR’S DEGREES

JAMES I. PERKINS COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
Dr. Judy A. Abbott, Dean

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Julio Guillen Aguilar**
Perla Ruby Aguilar
Amy Aguirre Manriquez
Callie Lynn Allen
Faith Nicole Antley**
Nana Kwadwo Omari Antwi-Boasiako
Jenna Elfriede Arthur**
Chesney Paige Baker**
Meagan Atali Barenos*
Amethyst Bell*
Adam Josph Benton
Hayley Jean Bixby***
Ireland Kate Boothby***
Damon Johnny Bopho**
Madalyn Grace Santana Botello
Connor Glynn Bragg
Frederick Darnell Bridges II
Taylor Nikole Broussard
Jermaine Shamarie Brown
Michalla Maddison Byrd***
Izac Nathan Canchola
Claire Olivia Carnes
Morgan Lea Chalfant***
Blair Leann Cornelius
Antonae Mashell Darden
Cristina Leeann Davidson***
Hannah Elizabeth Dial*
Victoria Nicole Donoway*
Cameron J. Dotson
Jacques Teres Dove
Khalie Elise Duncan*
Leoncio Escalante, Jr.
Graciela Socorro Espinoza
Macy Lynne Farmer***
Chandler Blair Farris
Nickolas Noel Ferguson
Karlus Emanuel Flanagan, Jr.
Marcus Antonio Ford II
Mykah Shawn Frost***
Ashley Mary Fuentes
Andrew Wesley Gamblin***
Luis Fernando Garcia*
Shalyni Rena Gaskin

Johanna Marie Geisler
Charles Horace Gelvin, Jr.
Betty Jane Gonzales
Angela Gonzalez**
Dulce Alejandra Gonzalez
Victoria Green**
Kalee Rachel Hardie***
Bruce Clayton Harmon, Jr.
Delaney Paige Hemperly**
Meagan Hendrix***
Nathalie Marie Hernandez**
Kase Alan Hooper***
Haley Elizabeth Horn
Rylie Brooke Huddleston***
Zackary Nolan Hughes
Jennifer Huichapa**
Brianna Nicole Humble*
Rachel Marie Irby
Lily Grace Isham**
Ebony Johnson
Daniel Joseph Keys
Emily Hope Knight**
Ada Michelle Lewis*
Keila Joanna Lewis
Angela Lorraine Long
Hennessy Divine Marte
Julia Nicole Martin
Ammy Martinez
Alyssa Nicole Massingill
Jennifer L. Mattes***
Madison Erin McGee
Addison Diann Norton
Hannah Janae McMillan**
Jordanne Elizabeth McNeilly
Tristan James Artlip Meadows**
Mercedes Paola Mendoza-Torres
Larrenze Jvaughn Menifee*
Ja’kobe Dewayne Mitchell
Julissa Ann Moreno
Malinda Christine Morgan***
Riley Rose Morgan*
Avery Elizabeth Morrill***
Nolan Mote*

Jetoi Alize Mull
Helen Elena Mullenix**
Nicolas Leonce David Naudeau***
#Callie Elizabeth Neumann***
Madison Mai Nguyen***
K’Leigh Renee Nierste*
2nd Lt. Ashlyn Elizabeth Noel*
Lesly Nayely Ochoa***
Keymon Montel Oliver, Sr.
Jordan Cole Orlando
Desiree Lea Patterson**
Jaelyn Danielle Pena
Joshua Josue Perez***
Tyler Bret Pierce
Jessica Paige Pisana***
Meghan Marie Quinn***
Isaac Jeremiah Ramirez
Angelique Yvette Ramos*
Chloe Michelle Randall
Janava Dee-Ona Monae Randle
Addie Grace Ratliff*
Clayton Wesley Ray***
Sarah Caitlin Reilly***
Madisyn Rae Reynolds**
Riley Richardson*
Kayla Renea Richbourg***
Emily Rico Aguilar***
Reebekah Noel Robinson***
Celine Rodriguez*
Karlee Ann Rodriguez
Shyleigh Marie Rogan
Kenedy Etta Rogers*
Ismael Gomez Romero
Nicolette Freeman Ronaldes
Haner Isaac Rosales
Avery Nicole Ruffin
Alexandria Sagredo
Paulina Santoyo Santos
Sophie Liana Schermer
Alexandra Olivia Schuermann
Georgina Alyssa Sedillo
Tariah Monique Shaw
Ashten Ray Simington

Summa Cum Laude ***            Magna Cum Laude **            Cum Laude *            University Scholar #



Summa Cum Laude ***            Magna Cum Laude **            Cum Laude *            University Scholar #

MICKY ELLIOTT COLLEGE OF FINE ARTS
Dr. Gary T. Wurtz, Dean

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Cierra Charnae Citizen*
Carter Michael Colvin**
Payton Abby Dixon**
Andr’e Jamal Hankerson
Ryan James Hendrix

Andrea Hernandez**
Sage Josephine Landor
Leiah Grace McCasland Downey**
Nathaniel Michael Morris**
Christian Blaine Peveto

Shayla Nicole Robinson**
Keaton Christopher Watlington*
Ahmari Wilson
Danielle Laura Wooden

BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS

Laurel Paige Abney**
Amber Renee Barrett***
Cameron John Blankinship
Shanee Gabriele Cody***
Sean Alan Correa**
Caleb Currie Forrest**
Carly Pauline Garcia*

Sarah Nicole Gharst**
Jacey Layne Harwell***
Cheyenne Brittany Howard***
Alyssa Gabrielle Infante
Andrea Muriel Leaman**
Jack Wayne Noble*

Natalie Marie Robertson
Leonell Nevarro Scarborough IV
Megan Lashell Scogin***
Danielle Lisette Svendsen***
Kaylee Renae Vann***
Drake Marlin Willis***

BACHELOR OF MUSIC

Julien Carter Aaron*
Esteban Chavez
Katelyn Bryanne Clifton**
Aaron Wayne Fish
Anna C. Garber***
Kaleb M. Hook*

Jason Connor House
Emily Ellen Le Blanc***
Zachary Spencer Matthews
Arron Ray McMorris
Tyler Eric Pohla

Oliver Santos Salto
Ethan Agustive Sizelove
Brooklynn Alis Staacke**
Jacob Alan Stephenson**
Houston Todd White

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Izabella R. Dollins* Micah Elijah Patterson Alyssa Grace Wisdom**

Praneeta Sisco
Tyland Paige Stewart**
Morgan Lee Stockberger***
Katelyn Jade Tatum**
D’Andreia Chloe Danielle Taylor
Rachel Rebecca Taylor***
Kaylian Danyielle Thomas
Nikkoe Vawnee Thomas

LoriAnne Ashley Tiemann
Gabrielle Elaine Townsend
Paulonna Patrice Wade
Rhoni Nicole Ray***
BreAnna Jean Wagoner
Jeremiah Walker
Montierra Jaz’Monae Warren
Ashlee Marie Watson

Stephanie Leann Wickware*
Tyrin Trashon Wiley
2nd Lt. Walker O’dell Wilkinson
Tarynne Arnae Williams*
Shameon Devon Wilson
Joshua Richard Young
Nyla Symone Young

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN REHABILITATION

Jessica Michelle Burchfield #Kathleen Grace Heady*** Leticia Ann Martinez***

16  /  9 a.m. Dec. 16
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Summa Cum Laude ***            Magna Cum Laude **            Cum Laude *            University Scholar #

ARTHUR TEMPLE COLLEGE OF FORESTRY AND AGRICULTURE
Dr. Hans M. Williams, Dean

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Avery Collin Archibald
Ray Galbreath
Waverly Ella Griffin

Stephanie Huerta**
Garrison Desmond Layne*
Damian Santaclara

Joseph Alan Sinz
Isaac Logan Smith
Mckynna Le-An Swinson

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN AGRICULTURE

Braden Eric Barhan
Maddison Elizabeth Barrera***
Morgan Ashley Bibbs
Alyson McKenzie Bowman***
Gracie Brianne Box
Jacob William Broussard*
Carson Cade Caudle
Michaela Celine Cox
Hannah Marie Daily***
Sirena Diaz
Alexis Rae Ferguson

Kinsley Lynn Fuller*
Asia Vantrice Giles
Alyssa Bailee Hurst*
Madilynn Grace Isaacs
A’Niya Viness Johnson
Essence Knight-Arline
Kelsey Irene Knighten
Savannah Rosemary Lee
Haley Joyce McBroom
Cortlyn Taylor Miller***
Brooke Rene Mitcham***

Holden Wade Rhodes
Claire Grace Slatter**
Toni Leigh Smith
Alexis Mckenzie Smithhart
#Jalyne Michele Tate***
Anthony T. Truong
Adamary Vina***
John Ryan Werner
Harlie Rose Wiley
Shelby Jo Young

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN FORESTRY

Marlys Hana Baldwin
Johnathan Keith Bell
Adrian Tobias Benner
Elicia Alexis Bilyeu**
Christian Mitchell Boser
Raegan Paige Busby
James Quinton Campbell
Miranda Nicole Cleveland
Brian Patrick Coolman
Trey Cordray

Mariacolumba Cunningham
Addison LeAnn Dodd
Christian Anthony Elizondo
Wesley Darrell Foreman II
Amy M. Garcia
Micah James Grogan
Christian Paul Hausman
Dylan Thomas Hicks
Ethan G. Hollis
Jared Parker Kartye

Maura Elizabeth Matushak
Taylor Caitlin McDaniel
Candace Michelle McGinty
Jackson Ray McKeating
Marc Aiden Moss**
James Patrick Oliver***
Hailey Nicole Stanush
Ian Paul White
Brittany Nicole Zwahr



COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY
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COLLEGE OF LIBERAL  
AND APPLIED ARTS

COLLEGE OF SCIENCES 
AND MATHEMATICS

18  /  12:30 p.m. Dec. 16
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GRADUATE STUDIES
Dr. Lorenzo Smith, Provost and Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs

CANDIDATES FOR  MASTER’S DEGREES

MASTER OF ARTS

NAME     MAJOR             UNDERGRADUATE STUDIES
Connor Thomas Ross Chenevert  National Security            New Mexico State University
Jessika Monique Davidson   Mass Communication           Stephen F. Austin State University
Kristen Marie Fritsche   Mass Communication           University of Texas-El Paso
Kollynn Ashley Hendry   History             Stephen F. Austin State University
Mary Alicia Hind    Mass Communication           Stephen F. Austin State University 
Samantha Scarlett Pelaez   National Security            Stephen F. Austin State University
Paola Rangel Grande   Hispanic Studies            Stephen F. Austin State University
Chelsea Renee Trevino   English             Stephen F. Austin State University
Chelsea Elizabeth Venglar   History             Sam Houston State University
Lyrik Arian Walker   Mass Communication           University of Houston-Main

MASTER OF INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES

NAME     MAJOR             UNDERGRADUATE STUDIES
Sheryl Rene Davis   Interdisciplinary Studies           University of Texas

MASTER OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION

NAME     MAJOR             UNDERGRADUATE STUDIES
Nelson Omar Ibarra Lopez   Public Administration           Stephen F. Austin State University

MASTER OF SCIENCE

NAME     MAJOR             UNDERGRADUATE STUDIES
Oluwabunmi Folake Ariyo   Cybersecurity            Federal University of Technology Akure
Taylor Elise Carranza-Watson  Geology             Stephen F. Austin State University
Jordan L. DiMezzo   Geology             Stephen F. Austin State University
Donald Michael Gooch   Mathematical Sciences           University of Central Arkansas
Bethany Grace Holman   N atural Sciences            Texas Woman’s University
Avrila Shauna Klaus   Mathematical Sciences           Western Oregon University
Manuel Morfin, Jr.   Cybersecurity            Stephen F. Austin State University
Oluwaseyi Oluwagbeminiyi Oladele-Ajose Biology             Stephen F. Austin State University
Clark Clifford Otte   Cybersecurity            Butler University
Jack Henry Snow    Geology             Stephen F. Austin State University
Daniela Soto    Biology             Colorado State University
Jolin Ann Vashni Thiagarajan  Natural Sciences            LeTourneau University
Caleb Michael Wallace   Biology             Stephen F. Austin State University
Sarah Anne Walton   Geology             Stephen F. Austin State University
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MASTER OF SCIENCE IN NURSING

NAME     MAJOR             UNDERGRADUATE STUDIES
Irasema Alejandra Kinney   Nurse Education            Stephen F. Austin State University
Dari Amos Pierce    Nurse Education            Stephen F. Austin State University

THESES

Sheryl Davis, Interdisciplinary Studies
“Grant Writing to Support Weatherization Assistance in East Texas: Linking Higher Education 

            and Green Workforce Training”
Directed by Dr. William Forbes, Associate Professor, Forestry 

Donald Michael Gooch, Mathematical Sciences
“Determinates of Political Polarization in the United States Counties”
Directed by Dr. Robert Henderson, Professor, Mathematics and Statistics

Kollynn Ashley Hendry, History
“The Politics of Preservation: Stewarding”
Directed by Dr. Perky Beisel, Professor, History

Avrila Shauna Klaus, Mathematical Sciences
“A History of Complex Simple Lie Algebras”
Directed by Dr. Thomas W. Judson, Professor, Mathematics and Statistics

Oluwaseyi Oluwagbeminiyi Oladele-Ajose, Biology
“Isolation and Characterization of Bacteriophages from Fish Tanks”
Directed by Dr. Daniel J. Bennett, Associate Professor, Biology 

Sarah Anne Walton, Geology
“Comparative Lineament and Geomorphic Analysis of Chaotic Terrains and Noctis Labyrinthus, Mars”
Directed by Dr. Kevin Stafford, Professor, Geology



CANDIDATES FOR BACHELOR’S DEGREES

COLLEGE OF LIBERAL AND APPLIED ARTS
Dr. M. Dustin Knepp, Dean

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Chloe Elyse Alden
Mitzi Balderas
Leslie Mariana Barrios*
Emilianne Marie Belzle
Bryan Alfred Billington
Emily Grace-Ann Bolton
Damaris Samantha Brizuela
Maggie Elaine Brown***
Sylvia Butler
Sarah Marie Carrillo*
Emma Lynae Carter
Manuel Alejandro Castellanos, Jr.
Tori Jade Chavez
Rebekah Jo Cook
Lucas G. A. Dahl***
Cutter Calhoun Day
Haley Lee Dora
Christine Nicole Eddings***
Leslie Escobar
Emma Danielle Felske
Anthony Flores

Marisa Nicole Fontenot
Patricia Gabriela Frisby***
Kaeli Miranda Garcia**
Sally Margaret Glanzer***
Madison Lea Godfrey*
Hailey Lynn Gordon***
Harrison Scott Haines
Sophie Noelle Hall
Caleb Jackson Harris
Braden Richard Hiltzman
#Analisa Hyams***
#Jeffry Aaron Jackson
Sarah Elizabeth Jolly
Sophia Audrey Laneri*
Jennifer Amelia Lang
Kaeli Mae Magill
Christopher John Mathey
Zoie Nicole McDonald
Brianna Celeste Miranda
#Emily Faith Morrison***
Monika Taylor Parker

Savannah Faith Peterson***
Brynn Ann Petty***
Julie Raeline Porter**
Joshua Lee Ritter*
Angelica Rosario Rocha
Fabiola Sanchez
Kylie Allison Scarborough
Joshua Richard Schaefer
Karlee Michelle Secrest*
Jimi Sharber*
Shaylin Brooke Simmons
Isabella Josephine Springman**
Christian Andrew Stephens
Mckenzie Andrea Tarver
Chyna Valdez
Josefina Veliz
Madeline K. Weems
Colby Lynn Wernli
Cameron Charles Williams
Keshon O’Neal Williams

BACHELOR OF APPLIED ARTS AND SCIENCES

Kimberly Willson Bull***
Nicole Michelle Elsevier

Madilyn Faul Langlois
Melanie Anne Leonard***

Ronald Brian Little
Patti Michelle Denby Redmon

BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS

Daniel Wesley Robert Doan**
Shelby Catherine Hunt

Luna Rojo Kelli Nicole Tucker***

Summa Cum Laude ***            Magna Cum Laude **            Cum Laude *            University Scholar #
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Summa Cum Laude ***            Magna Cum Laude **            Cum Laude *            University Scholar #

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Reanna Marie Arndt
Emery Baggett
Kylee Brooke Baker**
Colbie May Balsamo
Tucker Joseph Barnett
Chris Bell
Arielle Adora Bennett*
Dominique Delores Block
Blake Edward Brown
Thomas Burgess
Katherine Anne Burlingame
Sean L. Clare
Maxwell Ja’Pheth Cloudy
Cheteylar M. Cole
Zea Renae Davis**
2nd Lt. Carlos Matthew Diaz*
Davis James Eastman*
Serena Jewell Esteves
Alexandria Lael Foy***
Reagan Loraine Garza
Grayson Collier Golden*
Xarius Christian Gordon
Gesell Sarahi Guzman
Mya Jordan Hamilton
Samantha Ann Hanks**
Heather Viola Harper

Noah Daniel Harper
Reagan Sheppard Hartigan*
Kristina Marie Head
Bryce Theron Hopkins
Maggie Ann Jones
Max William Koch IV
Paloma Leos
Giselle Lopez
Kaylee Marie Lopez*
Madison McCall Martin
Rex William Martin
Emily Kristin Masters*
Rachel Marie Mathey
Brian Maurer
Trent Madden Mcbride
Hannah Marie Meredith*
Joshua Miller
Madison Nicole Miller
Angel Destiny Mohammodu Okojie
Sydney Kate Morris
Janelle Mukasa
Andrew Joseph Nichols
Katherine Taylor Nichols***
Triumphant Ayanfeoluwa Olatunji
Grayson Ella Porter
Amaris May Powell***

Emily D. Price
Madison Lynn Roberson
Marli Marie Scott
Jackson King Sloan
Lauren Paige Smith
Michael Wayne Soisson
Alexis Areli Solano-Lara
Colton Nathanial Spencer*
Cassidy Marie Spitzenberger
Jarred Myles Steinke
Mason Travis Suggs**
Morgan K. Townsend
Alexander Richard Valdez III
Kenneth E. Van Dreumel III
Samantha Lizette Vargas
Lexi Nicole Venoy*
Hermione Vanessa Vides
Beth Waguespack**
Caleb Clayton Wallace
Jastin Anique Williams
Steven Williams
Blaine Aarion Williamson*
Sommer J’Laine Willis**
Makinnley Drew Wright
Oliver Guadalupe Zamora

BACHELOR OF SOCIAL WORK

Emma Grace Bosley
Jasti Shea CeBallos
Vikki L. Fay
Erin Ashley Gallagher
Marie Lynette Galvan
Emily Grace Herrell***

Tracey Lauren Johnson
Kaci Alysse Kelley*
Katelynn Ann Knight
Alexis Lopez
Courtney Nicole MacMurray
Kawon Darnell McCowin

Samira Melissa Medina
Haley Claire Schneider**
Carly Brooke Spencer
Molly Shayne Elizabeth Stanfill**
Lisa Renee Trahan*
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Summa Cum Laude ***            Magna Cum Laude **            Cum Laude *            University Scholar #

COLLEGE OF SCIENCES AND MATHEMATICS
Dr. Kimberly M. Childs, Dean

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Nicole Anna Bialoski
James T. Colby
Andrew Monroe Davis

Chinyere Esther Ejeckam
Noah Preston Hoskins**
Kyla Marquise Johnson

Joshua Michael Shall
Alexa Velasquez Ochoa

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Karly Grace Alexander
Vanessa Borja
Cade Michael Breedlove
Madalyn Jo Bush*
#Amelia Esperanza Contreras**
Alexis Ingra Cosse
Olivia Sheridan Cruse
Gabriel Ramon Flores
Hannah Grace Gex
Marissa Nicole Gilder
Jessie Fuying Glenn***
Meztli Gonzalez
Kylie Brooke Green
Melinda Dolores Hernandez

Hannah Mechell Humphrey
Braden Benjamin James
Crystal Marie Kurtz
Ian Patrick McReynolds***
Nicholas David Morales
Emily Nicole Morgan*
Kyle D. Nagle
Kaylee Taylor Pate
Jasmine Ky’Vun Perkins
Vance Weldon-Ray Pirkey
Zion Raynae Raven-Henderson
Jose G. Razo
Ayoo Rita***
Faith Jamie Rodarte***

Madeline Haley Rosenbalm
Jasmine Ann Ryker
Trevor Satori
Cesar Dejesus Soto
Toby Eric True*
Cristian David Turbeville
Caleb Patrick Turner
Oscar Enrique De Jesus Vazquez, Jr.
Kaylan Makenzie Vicha
James Rafael Ramos Villanueva***
Charles Douglas Wagner
Terrance D. Wair, Jr.*
Jackson Edward West

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN NURSING

Emily Grace Adams
Julie Renee Alejos
Bailey Nicole Clack*
Karlee Paige Cox
Kijana BriAnn Criswell
Katie Lynn Damron
Autumn Breanne Dawson
Chloe Madison Dodson
Ashlyn Taylor Edenfield*
Oghenemaroh Hope Esi
Michelle R. Frawner**
Savannah Carson Gear
Peyton Marie Graves**
Sarah Marie Hatfield

Ariday Hernandez
Evelin Hernandez
Morgan Ashlee Holladay*
Brooklyn KyLee Hughes
Jerrod Kennedy Johnson
Gwenyth Elise Kulisek
Sarah Elizabeth Lane
Griffin Paul Martin
Alyssa Nicole Matherne
Ryan Toliver Milby
Christabel Montana Adelina Maria Miller**
Emily Klein Moore
Mikaela Nichole Odom
Courtney Chidera Orisakwe

Jessie Jonathan Owens*
Katie Rebecca Perry
Madalin Grace Reed*
Vivianna Michelle Robling
Lory Nely Santana
Jordan Haley Seale
Kyndall Elizabeth Sturm
Emma Lyn Taylor**
Stella Elizabeth Terry
Miranda Chanel Trujillo
Kaitlyn Ann Vickery**
Kyla Quinn Wieghat
Anna Baylee Wolfford***
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COMMENCEMENT NOTES
The gowns caps, and hoods worn at university functions date back to the early days of the oldest universities in the Middle 

Ages. Monks and students wore them to keep warm in the damp and drafty 12th-century halls of learning. This traditional 
academic dress has been gradually revised to the modern form seen today.

All gowns have a semi-stiff yoke, long pleated front and intricate shirring across the shoulders and back. The bachelor's 
gown is worn closed and has long pointed sleeves. The master's gown may be worn either open or closed and has long square 
sleeves closed at the end, the forearm coming through a slit near the elbow. The doctor's gown also may be worn either open 
or closed but is distinguished by broad velvet panels down the front and by three velvet bars on the full bell-shaped sleeves. 
This velvet trimming may be either black or the color distinctive of the field of learning.

The black cap and tassel are worn by holders of all three degrees; however, the doctor's cap may be of velvet and the tassel of gold.
The hood (usually not worn by holders of the bachelor's degree) is a black shell, silk-lined in the color or colors of the 

institution conferring the degree. Stephen F. Austin State University colors are shown by a purple lining crossed with a white 
chevron. The velvet border of the hood is of the color signifying the field of study, or subject, not the college that awards the 
degree. Thus a degree conferred as Master of Science in Agriculture is maize, representing agriculture, rather than golden 
yellow, representing science.

Colors signifying various fields of learning as represented on our candidates are as follows:

The universities represented by colors lining the hoods worn by our faculty are too numerous to be listed here; however, feel 
free to ask individual faculty members which institution their color represents.

THE UNIVERSITY MACE
The mace is a symbol of authority dating from the early Middle Ages in Europe. The earliest representation of the mace 

is shown in the Bayeux Tapestry in the late 11th century. It was the only protective weapon that ecclesiasts like the Bishop 
of Bayeux were permitted to carry. As used in royal processions, the mace came to symbolize the king’s authority more 
than a defensive weapon. By the reign of Elizabeth I, the mace had become purely ceremonial and the objects themselves 
more decorative. The sergeants at arms and marshals in legislative bodies and universities all carried maces as visible 
tokens of authority. Maces in use in the United States date from 1756. The chair of the Faculty Senate, who carries the mace 
in graduation ceremonies, represents the authority of the faculty to protect and certify the degrees being granted by the 
university. The shaft of the mace is crowned by a head on which are mounted four representations of the university seal.

The mace is being carried by the Faculty Senate chair or another designated member of the Faculty Senate.

THE CANDIDATES FOR HONORS
A student receiving a baccalaureate degree with academic honors has completed a course of study with at least 42 

semester hours of SFA residence coursework excluding pass/fail hours and in the final 30 advanced-GPA hours (3000- and 
4000-level courses) has a GPA as follows:

SUMMA CUM LAUDE 3.900 to 4.000
MAGNA CUM LAUDE 3.700 to 3.899
CUM LAUDE  3.500 to 3.699

The listing of graduates is based upon information provided prior to printing of the program. The appearance or absence of any 
name in the program does not constitute recognition or denial of completion of degree requirements. The program is issued as a 
ceremonial publication and is not an official record of graduates. The university apologizes for any errors or omissions.

Accounting, Business Administration Drab

Agriculture Maize

Athletic Training, Kinesiology, Special Education, 
Speech-Language Pathology Sage Green

Biology, Chemistry, Environmental Science, Geology, Mathematical 
Sciences, Natural Science, Physics, Statistics Science Gold

Communication, Mass Communication Crimson

Counseling, Early Childhood Education, EdD, Educational 
Leadership, Elementary Education, School Psychology, Secondary 
Education, Student Affairs and Higher Education

Light Blue

Forestry, Resource Interpretation Russet

Human Sciences, Psychology Gold

Music Pink

PhD Dark Blue

Public Administration Peacock Blue

Social Work Citron




