16" x 12" Official Texas Historical Building Marker
Harrison County - 11-23-73 - 615 N. Washington St.,
Marshall
GINOCCHIO-COOK-PEDISON HOUSE

ITALIAN-AMERICAN BUSINESS LEADER
CHARLES GINOCCHIO (1844-98) AND WIFE
ROXANA SETTLED IN MARSHALL IN 1871;
BUILT THIS HOME, 1886. ARCHITECT:
C. G. LANCASTER, DESIGNER OF COUNTY
COURTHOUSE. IN GINOCCHIO HOUSEHOLD
WAS A NEPHEW, GEORGE J. SIGNAIGO,
WHOSE PARENTS-IN-LAW, MR. AND MRS.
BEHN COOK, BOUGHT PLACE IN 1900, HAD
SIGNAIGOS LIVE WITH THEM UNTIL 1912,
RETAINED TITLE UNTIL 1945. OWNERS
SINCE 1945: GRECIAN-AMERICANS, MR.
AND MRS. A. P. PEDISON, EX-OPERATORS
OF GINOCCHIO HOTEL DINING ROOM.

RECORDED TEXAS HISTORIC LANDMARK - 1973
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Ginocchio-Pedison House
(Pirst ané last owners, 1n between owners were Eehn Cook

and the George J. Signaigo family.) lgL @E

615 N. Washington Avenue, Marshall, Texas City Outlot 86, H.W.

and Lot 21, Mason Kddition, in a part of the Peter Wkatstone League
Grant of Land, This property was examined by 2 members of the

sppvey team from Austin under Gary Hume when they made thelr second
trip to Marshall in the Fall of '72 to inventory property for the
Texas Prggram of the National Register, Theodore Power and John Volz,

Je

Structure Checklist:

Prior owners of the lotgfollowing Peter Whetstone were J.H.
Van Hook et ux, and L.H.\Nowwood et ux, Charles A, Glnocchilo
had rented the property from the owners before purchasing it
for the purpose of operating a btrick yard. The kiln has Lteen
located on the property, date for this operation was 1576 .
Tarly ownership from abstract,

Chartes A. Ginocchig, builder of the house, purchased the lots

as follows: 1ot 21, from J. H. Van Hook et ux in 1885, Book 21,
page 138 H.C. Deed Recorés, Lot 86 was purchased froam L.H.
Norwood et us, in 1886, Deed Records of Harrison County, ook 21,
Page 137..

The Fstate of Charles Ginocchio sold the house and lots to

the parents of Mrs. GeE@ge J. ®ignaigo (wife of the nephew-of
the builder) Mr, and Mrs. Eehn Cook Jan. 51, 1900. Deed Recoras
Harrisor County, Book 59, ps. 349, By affacavit, Dec. 22, 191
shared title of the property with the Cook s/daughter and son-
in-law, Mr. and krs, Geroge J. Signaigo. (from abstract)

The title passed to the George J. Signaigd:} in the estate of
Mrs, Eehn Cook. The property was scld &n April 12, 1945 to the
present owners, Mr, ané Mrs, A.P. Pedlson., Deed Recorcs Book
284, Page 101, deed from Elizabeth Cook Sygnaigo and George J.
Signalgo to the A.P. Pedisons,

The house was construeted almost immediately on purchase of the
pronerty, accerdinz to personal interviews with descendants,

The property was bought tco PBurnish accomodatlons for the enlarged
ainocchlio family, brought atout when Roxie Walters Ginocchlo
brousht her sisters' opphanedé sons to Marshall to live wwith the
Charles Ginocchiok., (See a-2 and A-3 attached.)

Charles Ginocchio was an affluent business tycoon, He opersfed
restaurants along the railroad lines in Arkhnsas, Texarkana,
Marshall, Longview, Mineola, Dallas, and Fort Worth, After tis
frail Gaushter was born, tney felt the need to settle in one city
and they selected Marshall, in 187&, In 1876 he had bullt a
Hotel, named the Ginocchio=d#d restaurant in Ft. Worth at the
western terminus of the railroad, later in 1896 he built the

new Ginocchio Hotel in Marshall, next door to his 2 storied brick
home (shown in photograoch, now in hotel,...the home in the cackerour
with the hotel under construction in the foregrounc.) See A-4
concerning Gaughter's frail health, and cdeath...attachec.)

~—.
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The builcder was Italian born Charles A, Ginocchloj whose famlly
left thelr plcturescue home in orzonasca, Italy when he was

but 4 years of age, The Gilnocchio family e prosperous people,
With their close family friends, the SignaigqQ’s,(Joseph and Mary )
the Ginocchiq™s left Italy in 1848 due to disillusionment over
the lack of unity in thelr homeland after various political
rebellions, (See attached A-1),They moved to Richmond, Va, where
Toth Charles Gindcchio and his childhood friené Joan Augustine
Signaigo grew to young manhood and joined Robert E,Lee's army
serving the CSA during the War Eetween the States with-devotion
and dedication,

After the war, the Ginocchio family moved to Little <ock, Ark.
and Charges' friend, soon to become his Brother-inl-law,

Joseph Aucustine (Gus) moved to Memphis, Tenn,, and then to
Grenada, Misslippl, following a career in Journalism, sece A-l
last paragraph, attached for honors and defail of career),
including that of serving as Itallan Vice Consul from the 3State
of Tennessee,)

In 1869 Charles Ginocchio visited his fr&énd in Grendda where

he met Roxf@pa (Roxie) Walters (1850-1892), The two friends
married sisters, Roxana became Mrs, Charles A, Glnoccnle,

Allce Walters became Mrs, J., Augustine Signaigo, They were the
Gaughters of the very distinguiBhed George C. Walters family.

The caughters had been opphaned when ceorge C. Walters and his
wife had been killec in an accident on the way to thelr plantation
home up the River in 1867, TneYSlter~s’home in Grenada was

on Depot St,

In the mesgntime Charges and Roxle Ginocchio had moved to Little
Rock, Ark, where their one child, Steila (1871-1887) was born.
They moved to Marshall and made this thelr permanent homé 1*»%9@
1871, Although his home was Marshall, he owned vast amounts
of resl estate in Fortﬁorth and many other clties ang towns,
Glnocchlo invested in utllity bonds andéd local clvic bonds..
QCertificates are in the Harriscon County Museum ).He operated
! argednd gumptiou®, elegant saloon under the old opera
house uptown" (now Where Matthewson Drug, and Pelz Jewelers are
located, The stakrs to the wine cellar znd cellar are still
used by the crug store for storage.)

Glnocchio also operated the Ginocchio Depot Restmrant next to
the Express Office, and Ticket &ffice of the railroad. This
property was purchased by Glnocchio from the Texas and Pacific
(Deed Records of E.C.)and he later constructed the new Ginocchio
Hotel around the olé office, which 1s now the kitchen off the
hotel and still used as such. ({Pictures of this construction
and also of the original buildings are framed and on the wall
in the Coffee Shop of the hotel in Marshall today.) Ginocchio
also operateé a brickyardé, on the property which he bought in
1865-1866 where he constructed his home,

Charles Ginocchio was host to the state's most affluent and
prominent Rallroad magnates, He often travelled to and from
Marshall-Ft, Worth on,the private car of tnhe RR Presidents,
(A number of_pictureé,attest to this in the company of such
dignpkies, th—in e Museum sné at thé Hotel») He played
cards and dominoes with such pérsonaiTtics as Maj. Gen. K.M.
Van Zandt, L.S. Thorne (Pres. and Gen. Manager of the T& P )




4007 °
Famidy papers attest to the fact that Glnocchlo was 1lndeed instrumenta
or responsiktle for the T&P hiring Mr., @®horne. Other close personal
friends of the wealthy hotel-owner and restauranteer were John W..
Fverman, Supervisor of Public Utilities in Dallas, John E, Laneri
who"later became a Ft.Worth partner in his enterprises. A close
friend who helged him establish his hotel in Fort Worth was Col,
John Peter Smith, calleéd The Father of Fort Worth and wno had moved
to that place in 1859, Other well-known personages whor visited
with and were_ friends of the Charles Ginocchios were Winfleld 3Scott,
Gol. BR.E. Padlock, John H. Hoxie, Capt. M.E. Loyd ané Howard W.
Peak, to enumerate but 2 few,

Ginocchio's Gaughter Stella died a traglc death (details in A..4%
attached,) Charles left shrénes to Stella's memory in Little Rack,
Ark. at St. Andrews Catheéral, a beautiful marble altar, a stained
glass window, andé one of tne 3tations of the Cross, Later when he
and his newohew Gus visited Italy he had a teautliful marble monument
made for Stella and his beloved wife Roxle who had also dled. They
are plctured — goples of the original photographs
used by the sculppuror (attached, plctures). The monuments are

in Greenwood Cemetery in Marshall, Texas.

A yellow fever epldemic took the lives of Ginocchio's brother-in~law
Gus Signaigo, and later his sister-in-law (his wife's sister,

Alice Signalgo). Their sons survived, (Read details in a-2 & 3.)
Roxie Walters Ginocchio brousht ner orphaned nephews to Marshall
where Charles and Roxie ralsed them/fgFggtidg# as their own sons.
Detalled story attached, |

A11422/1873-3/19 1952
One of the mephews George J. Signalgdymarried Ellzabeth Cook,
(9/25/1876-11/13/1847)4 who was the dmmghter of native Wapghallites

Mr. and Mrs, Eehn Cook, who bought the Ginocchio house from the
estate in 1900, The Cooks were qulte prominent and thelr home was
a social meeting vlace, as recorded in both A & E attached, Mr..
Cookwg”Surveyor, and the County $ax Assessor, and Land Agent, GovV..
Jim Ferguson appointed Eehn Cook and Honnicut of Marlin to survey
the western boréer line between Texas and Oklahoma. (Family papers
also recorded by granddaughter in attacned & page 4)

The George Signaigoﬁ} also owned the progerty. Thelr influence
and affluence are récordedé in attached daa& ed infiormation,

In 1945 Mr, ané Mrs, A.P., Pedison bought the home, They are living
there today. Both are naturalized citlzens who came to the U.S3.A.
from the plcturesoue little Greek Island of Klos near the coast

of Turkeyland old Smyrna,. The two Pediqu trothers, Jimmy anc

A.P, came! to New York in 1012, They movedito Marshall in 1924 to

work for the Demitract Brothers (S & D) who had bought the Ginocchio
Hotel, They 1liveé at the ho®el at this time. In 18350 A,P. Pecdison
received his citizenship papers, and in 1933 Mrs, A.P. Peolson
received her papers, They were registerec in Jefferson when the
Federal District Courtff was locateé there before moving to sarshall.
After Mprs., Cook's desth in 1942 the Pecison family rented the

house being surveyed, Jimmy Pedison returne¢ to Greece soon after
Worlé War II, but the A,P, Pedlcon’s remained here. In 1945

the A.¥P., Pedisons bought the house 2t 615 N. Washington, where they
live tocday. Thekr children are James, Angela, Jimmy, Helen and
Johnny, and¢ 211 have Tteen born in this house, (We 6o not have their
birthdates, voth Mr. and Mrs, Pedlson speak broken English, Hr.

Pecison has had a stpike, however, Helen will furnish thls information
in about a month when she cames to Marshall,)
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The Pedison’® operated the lunchpoom at the Ginoccanio Hotel until

the passenger trains stooped runninganc soon after Hobart Key, Jr.,
and Gaines Baldwin purchase¢ the hotel, The Peoclson® live culetly
at this residence, They have recently painted the linsice iand the
cutside wooé trim., They have made no structural changes, About

1945 the North siée porch was taken off, it had rotted out,fhe

flower pit) as it was called) is still in use on the Scuth Side of

the nouse, and a dependanck house lived 1in by the negro trick man
Webb is still on the property. The Goneervation Soclety has booked
their September Quarterly Tea-Tour of this house,

5., The architect who designed the house was C.G. Lancaster, who
had designed the old courthouse, home of the Harrison County
Historical Museum., Mr. Ginocchio served as his own contractor,

(Family interview with descenopnts),%iau@;&&w dacﬁbadngvéig, Ly At

6, The two storied hore bullt of handmacde brick, made ané fired on
the property,is a Blehd of Victorian architectural style, popular
in the pericé it was built with Itelian-Mgditerranean carved
wooden trim on the exterior of the house a personality characterisitl
of the fusion of cultures that characterized the Italian born
builder ané his Plantation born, Missigol tred wife of anglo-
3sxon heritage, The tall structure ls pictured in the photo
section showing a tall man on a ladder, looking relatively small
in cemparison as he paints the exterior wood trim, Close up
plectures show window detall, the Rolak arches,carved cornices
overhead each window and coor, the cuarter circle skylight cormers
on the N, Side ghot, storm cellar door (also dpor to tunnel,.

The lattice work trim at the N. Rear part of the home is 1n goocd
repalr andé was there when the house was constructed, On the
South Siée of the house there is a brick "flower pit" which the
early owners all used¢ with price, -

The house had and has 10 rooms, originally there were B porches
now there are fonkg The house has two tathrooms upstalrs and

ort bathroom downstairs, These were added, There were, and still
are three fireplaces and mantels upsetalrs anc three downstalrs,
These are the original mantels. The two outbuildings are the
flower pit, mentioned¢ and the dependency house, Loth are the
originals,

7. Mr. Ginocchio employed the craffsmen at the Texas ané Pacific
Shops to mill the woodwork used in the bulldings decor., Some of
the same curley pine from Lcouisiana msed in tne Ginocchilo is also
in this house, and the same style of window facings anc trim,
are a lso characteristic of the interipprof the house. Fine slicing
doors, molding, and plinth, In the living rcom the 158t, 9in,
ceilings, jambe and heacds are all very wide with ribbec vertical
ané groove¢ decorative trim on all facin s at windows and coors -
#ulti-circle ornamentation of plinths, Very wide baseboarcs
are throughout the nouse, WMost of the cdoorknobs are white porcelain
and the stair detail is most unusual., There 1s a lovely old
newel post, Outside the engaged columns are wmore Mecditerranean
than Victorian, but the cupola and finlal are Vicorlan.
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The resicdence is a private home, and since i1ts construction always
has been a home, never used as a public bullaing of any kind.

The bullder was 2 wealthy man, the location suited his need
to be located between his two thaln busiresses in the city of
Marshall, It was a fine home, buillt of handmade btrick and with

handsome woodwork and plastered walls., It was a home where po
lmportant people came anéd were warmly received, Qgéﬁfﬁ>/

There %g”only one or two minor structural changes, (1) The
chimneys were removed at the roofline., (2) The n, sice porch
has been removed, Eoth of these changes took place in 1945\by
the present owner, The chimneys were crumbling, and the n,
porch had rotted. The building has not Tbeen moved., (nside,
the only changes are acditiors withnin the regular partitioned
walls B® the bathrooms, made in the early 1900's by the Behn
Cooks, and a kitchen that has been modernized by the present
owners, the A.B. Pedisone,

The current concdition of the structure is exgellent, We were
very alarmed up here last year, when the urban rencwal people,
(community development) studied it, as it was within the area
designated for the community development program. However, the
building was still in good shape, andé the owners have had all of
the outsicde trim painted, insige painted and the grounde have been
trimmed and planted, and it i1syvery lovely olcé place, and will
not te razed, We are most anxious to get this mecallion to
nelp us and the owners to preserve tanis historic olc¢ house, so0
there will not be questions raised again sbout the bullding cvn4ﬁ—/
about the need to preserve this lovely olé¢ place, )

Photograrvhs of various elevatione of the bullding are attachea,
At the top of the first page of photographs 1s 2z picture of the
origiral structure., The other pictures were made spring of '73
when the painting was in progress., One will note, the only changes
appesr to be the chimney¢s’ and the one n. rorch that has teen re-
moved, and some slight alteration at roofline necessary for vents
for an attic fan cooler.

(Does not apply)

1949

AS prevelously mentioned, up until ié%s this resicence was a
certer of social and eccnomic activity (see attached A & B family
hlstories that go into detail, the various frience anc sotkal
groups that greced this home, Since 1942, it hh@ keen the home

of the Pedison s, naturiiézed Greek citizens of Greek heritage

who have riised their family here ané¢ livec here quietly since
1942 where they rented the home until 1945, buying it at that time,

The home 1s a historic place, a sentimml of the fusion of cultures
that the railroad brought to Marshall when it extended westward,
with Marshell it's gateway into Texas from the Fast. The railroad
trought many people, The Ginocchio's, Signaigos ané their families
who married into ploneer Marshell families, were among the very
best, They were constructive and creative citizens, The three
Signalgo girls, daughters of the George J. Slignaigo-'s who once
lived here are 211 married to very very ppominent Lallas men,

They returned for the Conservation 3ociety's StageCoach Days tour



or rather two of them, Mrs., Rice and lMrs, belectman, 1ﬁey too expressed
the hope that the State's Texas Historical Commission will designate
this stonncture to te wortihy of recogni&tlon for a medallion, We are

most indebted to these very busy and soclally 1lnvolved laadles for their
interviews and family papers, hlstorlies, and plctures in thils effort,

The Harrison County Survey Committee, H.C. Historical Soclety and it's
éistaff arm, The H.C, Conservation Society have a2ll worked Jjointly

in this preservation and recognition effort, deeming 1t worthy to

be preserved as a historic landmark,

15, Harrison County Deeé Records

Flles of the Ginocchio, Signalgo Famllies in the Harrison County
Historical Museum,

Abstract on the house,

Interviews with the A.P., Pedison's andé their daugnter Helen,
spring of '73.

Interviews with Mrs, J. Percival Rice, and Mrs. Frank 3electman
of Dalizs,

Attacthed family himetories of the Ginocchlo anc Slgnaigo Families
and the Behn Cook Family complled by Alice Signaigo Rlce,

This narrative compileé by Mrs. James X, abney, Sr,
Marshall, Texas, 75070 P.0. Zox 92,
Member of the H.C, Survey Comm,
Assigned to snrvey this house by the
Comm., Ch, Max Lale,
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SIGNAIGO AND GINOCCHIO
FAMILY HISTORY

07

lf you follow the coast south from Genoa, Italy, in what is universally known
as the eastern Riviera of the Mediterranean, you will come to the beautiful little city
of Chiavari. From here turn north and follow the Trebbia River for about eight miles
to Borzonasca, which lies at the foot of Mt. Griffi, in the Appennines. A short dis-
tance up the mountain a very old and famous Spa, St. Mary Of The Meadow, commonly
called Sopra-La Croce, lies just above the confluence of two streams. In the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries, besides the health springs, the little town boasted a large
resort hotel, The Pittaluga, a lovely fountain, and among other things, an old Gothic[’)
Church. In this church yard, lie many generations of ancestors of the Signaigo family.
Here, in Sopra-La-Croce was born Joseph Angelo Signaigo (1800-1854), and here
he married Mary Elizabeth Ghio (1799-1866). In the lovely old church had been
baptized their five children- Catherine, Madeline, Joseph Augustine (Jan. 14, 1835 -
Jan. 1, 1876), Mary and John Baptiste. (See birth certificate of Augustine, baptized
by Rev. Antonio Neschio).

In the nineteenth century, in Italy, as all over Western Europe, the democratic
spirit had risenin spite of repression. Leaders like Guiseppe Mazzini and Guiseppe
Garibaldi, led the Italian movement. Many people in Italy hoped that national unity
would follow all the upheaval, but they were disappointed. Local jealousies were =

too strong. The States would not work together. kY

¥

Ambitious and appreciative of the possibilities of the United States of Americ*g“";/42;;':’:3{"‘i
in1846, Joseph Angelo Signaigo and his close friends, John T. Ginocchio and his Toue
family from Borzonasca, decided to depart their native land and cast their lot in
America. Landing first in New York, the two families journeyed on to make their
home in Richmond, Virginia.

2

Joseb:h Augustine (Gus), the oldest son in the Signaigo family, was given the
best education available. He spoke seven languages fluently and was an ardent student
in history, economics and politics, but the real love of his life was poetry. He read,

translated and wrote poetry from childhood. %
|

In 1860, when Gus was 25, he and his friend, Charles C’-inocchio, offered
their services to the Confederacy. Charles was placed in the commissary department.
Colonel Signaigo was enthusiastic in his support of the cause and later wrote many @
poems about theéivarious battles, life in the South, and about Gen. Robert E. Léj 4
whom he idolized and under whom he served.

The Signaigo family moved to Memphis, Tenn., while the Ginocchio fami®
chose Little Rock, Ark. Joseph Augustine Signaigo (Gus) selected journalism as his
chosen profession. He worked for various papers, including one in Cairo, I11., but
finally went to work for the Memphis Appeal. At the same time he also wrote articles
and poems for the New York Mercury; Waverly Magazine, Niagra Falls; Scott's
Magazine, Atlanta, Ga.; and other publications. In 1866 he revisited Italy, his

Sk e e e ot Tt S B e e+ e et i RIS $rci e ot e i e Nt o
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native land, while serving in the capacity of Italian Vice Consul of the State of

Tenn. In 1867, he bought a weekly newspaper in Granada, Miss., and renamed

it The Granada Sentinel. His friend,Charles Ginocchio,came to Granada, and the
two friends married the two daughters of George C. Walters who died in 1863 and
his wife, who had been killed in an accident on the way to their plantation up the
River in 1867. Roxana (1850 - 1892) became Mrs. C. A. Ginocchio, and Alice

(1852 - 1878) became Mrs. J. Augustine Signaigo. The Signaigo family and the

two younger Walters boys, John and William, moved into the large colonial

Walter's home on Depot St. Alice and Gus had three sons, Augustine Walters
Signaigo (6-5-1869 - Died Oct. 28, 1899), John B. (Aug. 30,1870 - Died June 24, 1871),
George Joseph Signaigo (Born Nov.22,1873 - Died March 19, 1952). /V

In the meantime, Charles and Roxie Ginocchio had moved to Little Rock, Ark.

They had one daughter, Stella (1871 - 1887). At this time Little Rock was the \

terminus of the Iron Mountain Railway. One day while at the station, Charlie was

so impressed with the lack of facilities for taking care of its patrons that he con-

ceived the idea of establishing hotels and eating accommodations at the end of the

terminus of railroads. He was young and hot headed and had succeeded in getting

mixed up in politics, so he left town and had little or no trouble contacting the

proper parties and selling them his idea. Soon, where the Missouri-Pacific

reached the banks of the Red River at Texarkana, he planted his first roots in l

Texas soil. He successfully founded a well appointed R. R. Restaurant on the

very premises of the trunk-line. However, he was not a one-town man, so it

was with what amounted to nostalgia that he watched the rails spread slowly south. ‘

Finally not even success could hold him, and leaving someone in charge, he fol-

lowed the new rail lines to Marshall, Texas. When he was awaiting the arrival

of. his in'at cl}}j"'_'-. he determined to establish a permanent home in Marshall. He

lived' on NW ‘gHington Ave. in a small house about the middle of the 500 block.

.He owned wh_,t.'&/as described in those days as ''a large, sumptuous, elegant

" saloon located under the Opera House uptown.' He still continued to operate

the Ginocchio Depot Restaurant next to the Express Co. and Ticket Office. It was

i ne that the incident occurred when Jim Currie killed the actor’f Ben Porter,
"Barrymore (father of Lionel, John and Ethel). Charles ‘

3 “taking quinine for fever and night sweats. Gus was printing warnings l

he"''Yellow Jack'' constantly in his paper. However, he bacame ill himself

and died Oct 1, 1876. Alice and the boys visited Marshall, at which time she decided

she was unable to run the paper by herself. She returned to Granada, sold the paper,

and was preparing to move to Marshall when the terrible epidemic of Yellow Fever I

hit, and the State of Mississippi was quarantined. Alice, Willie, Johnnie, and

Augustine all became ill. All three boys pulled through but were never really /

strong after this. George had miraculously escaped the infection. Alice died (1878)

and was buried in the Cemetery next to Gus and little Johnnie. On the first train

that was allowed to go into Mississippi Roxie and Grandmother Ginocchio {Charlie! /
mother) went in to gct the four boys. (Willie, Johnnie, Augustine and George) /

All ol Alice's and Gus's possessions were shipped to Marshall with the exception J/‘J/
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of the upholstered furniture which the State rvgzuired them to burn, (This is why
we nave all of the family records.) With the ‘xpanded family (Charles, Roxie,
-heir daughter, Stella, and the four boys) it was derided a larger house was
needed.

A street ran between the home of Paul Whaley and a brick yard which Charles
Ginocchio owned. He decided to build a new hotel on the north side of this property,
which was where North Washington met the R. R. tracks. Webb, a colored man,
was in ¢harge of making the brick. Mandy Webb, his wife, worked for Mrs. Ginocchio
and later for the Signaigo family. (She attended the wedding of Alice Signaigo Rice
in Dallas in 1924.) First he moved the street from the south boundary of his
property and had it constructed next to the future location of the hotel. He renamed
it Ginocchio St, On the lo which was left, next to Paul W ley, be built Roxie a
new homgﬁﬁ%ﬁ%&fn}éﬁgﬁaA;M hen hoi%‘e:.é)/go?gb e?ed e constructed the
new Ginocchio Hotel. The foundation was built on the '"'same principle of the floating
foundations required in New Orleans. It rests on native fieldstone blocks measuring
three and a half feet thick and eight feet deep. Beams for the construction consisted
of 2 x 4 boards bolted together.'" (See Marshall News Messenger, Feb. 1, 1970).
"Through his association with the railway, he purchased the curly pine for the
hostelry in Victoria, La., and it was finished by expert craftsmen employed in the
T & P car shop."(The tile floor and Ginocchio name were placed in the lobby at a
latzr date by George Signaigo). When the hotel was"completed, he then built two
one-storied brick houses across Washington Ave. frem his home. One of these was
for Emile Meyers who ran the saloon in the new hotel. Emile was a native of
Alsace-Lorraine. He was married to Miss Carry Stein (Henry's sister), and they
had two daughters, Louise and Stella (who was named for Mr. Ginocchio's daughter

Stella). he second house, next to the llen residence (Nanny Allen Hill was T

ren ) h W%w V. .ZZUM—M“(’ dJYh ””DWW
corstuclisn wirk 0 bacbyrsind

ke Alice, was a staunch Baptist, but Charlie and Stella were Catholics.

1dren were sent to the Catholic'school since it was by far the best in

Roxie helped the Sisters in every way she could and saw that Stella did

what was required of her in her religion, but she herself remained a Baptist. If

the Sisters needed supplies such as mops, brooms, etc., they notified George or

Augustine, and the next day Roxie sent them to the school. Father Granger was

the priest in charge of their parish, and he was beloved by all of Marshall, Catholic

and Protestant alike.

While Augustine was not very strong, George was wlliry,' hard, firm, and all
boy. He loved to fight, as all boys do, but he was told that if he started a fight, he
would get a spanking at school as well as at home, unless he could prove that he
hadn't started it or that he was helping Augustine or taking care of Stella.

Since Augustine was a very fine musician, and Alice and Gus had wanted the
boys to love music, it was decided that George should take violin lessons. He hated
pPracticing mostly because it interfered with his playing baseball, which was the
love of his life. Just about the time he got a big game going, Aunt Roxie would call
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him to come practice. He knew he had to mind her, but as he was grumbling

and counting 1, 2, 3, 4, the pet parrot would say,''Poor Georgie, Poor Georgie. "
Aunt Roxie took his mask and breast protector away from him in hopes this

would help the music, but she soon returned them as she learned that he was just
playing without them.

Stella Ginocchio had had a birth injury which resulted in a partially paralized
arm. Her parents took her all over the United States to famous doctors. Her
condition was rapidly getting worse. The Johns Hopkins doctors diagnosed her
condition as a brain tumor but would not reccommend an operation. Finally
Dr. E. L. Tompkins in Philadelphia undertook to relieve her great pain, but
she died during the operation. Charles left shrines to Stella's memory in Little
Rock,Ark., at St. Andrews Cathedral, a beautiful marble altar, a stained glass
window, and one of the Stations of the Cross. Later when he and his nephew,
Augustine Signaigo, visited Italy he had beautiful monuments made for Stella and
Roxie ( See Greenwood Cemetery). We have no definite dates, but we do know Gus
and Alice Signaigo were married Tuesday, Sept. 1, 1868. Charles and Roxie
Ginocchio were married about a year later. Augustine Signaigo was born June 2,
1869. Stella was born some time between this date and when George Signaigo was
born Nov. 22, 1873. Therefore, I surmise that Charles and Roxie were married
in 1869, and Stella was probably born 1871. We have a letter from a hospital to
Roxie thanking her for fruit she had sent them in 1887. We think this was the year
Stella died. I seem to remember my Daddy, George Signaigo, saying she was 16
when she died. Aunt Roxie died Tuesday, August 17, 1892 and was buried in
Greenwood Cemetery next to Stella and her two brothers, William and John Walters.

Augustine was sent to Tawakoni, which was a Baptist College. His second
vear he attended St. Edwards College in Austin, Texas, from which he was graduated.
‘After finishing the Catholic High School in Marshall, George was also sent to St.
Edwards, (1888) and was graduated from here also. He was Captain of the Baseball
team, and he was brilliant in Math. ‘The year after he left the Math teacher gave
his class two problems to solve. The terms were if they solved one they would be
excused from final exams. John Copeland, of Marshall, was in this class. He
simply wrote his best friend, Geo. Signaigo, and asked him to send him the
problems solved. When he received the solutions he turned them in, but the head
of the Math department immediately told him he would be required to take the exanis.
He told the class, ''I know who sent this in, for I have never had but one pupil who
could solve this, and that is George Signaigo. "

When George returned to Marshall after graduation, his Uncle Charlie kept
him busy running between Fort Worth and Marshall. In 1876, the T & P Railroad
reached Fort Worth. Charles Ginocchio had started a new hotel, similar to the
one arahill. He now turned all of the bookkeeping and buying over to George.
Augustine was sent to Fort Worth to the new hotel. As busy as they were, Georue
found time to organize a local Baseball team, which played Longview and other
neighboring towns. The regular line up was - (see picture)

~1. Pierce - Sec. & Treas. 5. A.Adams - lst B. 9. H.Brownrigg - L. F.
2. Munden - R.F. 6. D.Powell - 3rd B. 10. J.P.Copeland - Pitcher
3. Medlin - Sub. 7. H. Robertson - SS 11. Eldridge - 2nd B.
4. Geo.Signaigo - C. 8. ;. W. Munden - Mgr. 12. Worthy - P.and C. F.



'They had to play the boys who could get away from work that day. On one occasion,
Uncle Charlie sent for George to do something in Fort Worth when there was a big
game in Longview. He finished his assignment and was supposed to get back to
Marshall immediately. However, he managed to stop over in Longview between
trains long enough to play and win the game. When he arrived in Marshall it was
quite late at night, so he slipped into his room and slept in his underwear. The
next morning Uncle Charlie awakened him by asking why he didn't return directly
to Marshall as he had been told, and of course George assured him that he had.
Uncle Charlie then asked him how his underwear had turned red unless he had had
it on under a cheap red Marshall Team uniform.

In the meantime, George was having a wonderful time in Fort Worth with all
of the young people he had met through Augustine and his friends from St. Edwards
College. On his trips back to Marshall he suddenly found things much more
entertaining. Augustine had written him that he had selected a young lady he was very
anxious for George to like. She turned out to be Miss Elizabeth Alma Cook (9/25/1&75 -
11/13/1947) who had returned from College in Oxford, Miss. (See Behn Cook Family)
and against her Papa’s wishes had persuated him to give her a job in the Tax Office.
She had just received three degrees from the University of Mississippi - one their
regular B.A. with a Math Major, one in Elocution, and a business degree from
the Draughon Practical Business College. This was in May 26-29, 1895. She
was considered the best dancer in town. They were both very popular, and George
and Augustine wrote in their diaries accounts of dances at Hynson Springs, Rosborough
Springs, Newman's Hall; taking girls out for drives, eating at the Cook's Elgin's
Hodges' etc. George and Will Pierce loved the shows which came to Marshall.
The young couple were often with John Copeland and Sally Fry, Hattie Star and
Les Spellings, Crick Green and Frank Kelly, Drayton Powell and Maud Elgin,
Dr. Perry Rains and Norma Pitts, etc. They played Euchre, Whist, Duplicate
Whist, Poker and other card games. They called at the homes of the Yorkeys
{who lived back of Whaley lot), Lancasters, Popes, Fields, Arch Adams, Ches.
Adams and many others. They went to the '""Opening of Highland Lake" Tuesday,
June 27, 1897. They attended the Opera House every time it was open. George
had collected programs since he was a small boy and ushered for a ticket. In 1892,
his programs burned, however, he kept a complete file of all in Marshall, Fort
Worth, Dallas and New York until he died. After his death this collection and the
files were given to The Theater Center at S. M. U., Dallas, Texas, and can now
be located in the McCord Museum. .

b

George often helped Uncle Charlie pass the time by playing dominoes and
Fantan with him and his friends, such as Maj.Gen. K.M. Van Zant, L..S. Thorne
(President and gener ager of the T & P Railroad. Ginocchio had been
rmﬁifmmhn W. Everman, Supervisor
o) i tilities in Dallas, John B. Laneri, his manager and later partner in

Fort Worth. He often rode from one town to another in the private car of Mr.
Paul or Mr. Thorne. In George's diary he always mentioned how much he beat the

old gentlemen. He remembered all of the stories his Uncle Charlie told about
his friends who helped him when he opened the Ginocchio Hotel in Fort Worth.
Some of them were Col. John Peter Smith, who moved to Fort Worth in 1859,
and who was recognized as ""The Father of Fort Worth, " Colonel B. B. Pattock,
John H. Hoxie, Captain M. B. Loyd, Winfield Scott and Howard W. Peak, the
first white child born in Fort Worth.
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After Geerge returned from College, his Uncle was one of the first to
realize what an ecxcellent business man he had turned into. Friday, June 22, 1894,
Augustine Signaigo and Charles Ginocchio departed on a trip to Europe, having
left everything in George's care, with the help of Mr. Laneri. They sailed from
New York, going by Gibraltar, and on to Genoa, Italy. They visited the family in
Borzonasca and Sopra- La-Croce, toured all of Italy (where they attended to having
the marble busts of Roxie and Stella made, which are in the Greenwood Cemetery),
Switzerland and France. Then while they were in London, Augustine had several
suits and an overcoat made for himself and George.

At times George did guard duty at Tyler Crossing. When the young men were
away the young ladies who called themselves ''The Rosebuds' kept busy with parties
and groups who reviewed books and other literary subjects.

Ethel, the younger of the Co%%ic‘;ﬂ;‘%’h.ters, had been in Oxford attending Univ.
of Mississippi. (See Cook Family). There was an epidemic of Typhoid Fever and
Ethel contracted it and died Nov. 25, 1896.

George and Elizabeth put off their wedding twice, first when Ethel died, and
again when Charles A. Ginocchio had a heart attack in Fort Worth and died May 30,
1898. George agg‘p"i/l . John Laneri were named executors of his estate. They had
foreclosed on the Star Grocery several years before and were running it and the
Ginocchio Hotel at Marshall. The Hotel in Fort Worth had burned, but Mr. Ginocchio
owned quite a lot of real estate in Fort Worth. After Roxie died, Charles, George
and Augustine closed the home and moved to the hotel. They occupied Rooms 19 and

20, which were Jomed by an inside door. These rooms were at the south end of
wrrldor.(,—/w 7/&W Lo b0 M Gaed )

On Sept. 28, 1898, George Joseph Signaigo and Elizabeth Alma Cook were
married in a quiet ceremony at the Cook home. Mr. John Copeland and Miss Crick
Green were their attendants. The young couple moved into The Ginocchio Hotel to
live. They occupied 19 and 20, while Augustine moved into a room at the other
end of the hotel (where the Keys have moved the Bar). He was quite sick with
Tuberculosis and was away from Marshall most of the time. After their marriage
George bought his bride two matched, high spirited horses, which she enjoyed
and drove expertly. Augustine's health grew progressively worse, and the doctors
suggested a change in climate. As George was busy settling the Ginocchio estate,
it was decided that Elizabeth (George called her "Chugerlump' and Augustine
called her ""Hon') would take him to Big Spring and later to Colorado. The two
brothers were very close, had never separated their property, and had a joint
bank account. At this time they sold all of their property, including the old home,
in Granada, Miss. (Sce files.) There was never any trouble about money. If
Mrs. Signaigo needed money or anything else, she simply asked the brother nearest
her. One day Augustine casually gave her a little package. It was his diamond
stud which matched George's. He had had it set into a ring. When they knew
that he was dyinyg they brought him back to Marshall. He died Oct. 28, 1899, and
was buried on the Ginocchio lot in Greenwood Cemetery. (June 5, 1869 - Oct. 28, 1899).
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On Oct. 11, 1900, the young couple's first child was born. She was the star
Ltraction at the hotel. They named her Mary Ethelene Signaigo for Ethel Cook.

In scttling the Ginocchio estate, Charles Ginocchio's borther, Jim, and his
two spinster sisters, Mary and Annie, decided they wanted the hotel as their part.
None of them had had any experience, SO in a matter of a year they had lost every-
thing. George and his family had moved over to live with the Cooks who had bought the
Ginocchio home across the street. lle ran the Star Grocery Store, and had added
three more hot_cl—_eating'h(')uses to his investments. These were at Addis and

Boyce, Loulsiana, and 'Miy.eola, Texas. 7The two executors decided to readjust
afiairs and gave the Little Rock Ginocchio's, Jim, Mary and Annie, the full amount
they would have received if they hadn't chosen the hotel. As long as they lived they
continued to tell everyone how George had helped them out. He continued to take
care of them and all of the other members of the family. He truly felt like they
were his real rclatives, and he had promised Uncle Charlie that he would always
care for them.

George wrote of his Uncle: s pride of heritage', ""Love of country", "Strength
of character'’, Do unto cthers’, A true christian spirit', ""A loving father and hus-
band! are the things best left as a heritage and memory to one orphan boy whom
he reared as his son, and who will cherish throughout his life his many benefactions.

George now bought I'he Ginocchio Hotel from the estate and ran it along with
his other investments. He would send all of the available help from one hotel to
the other, especially during the Cane Rush in Louisiana. He made as much money
here in three months as he did in a year at the other places. In 1901, the Signaigo's
took a long trip to New York and the East. Ethel was moved into Mama Cook's room.
On Tuesday, Feb. 18, 1902, Eudora Alice Signaigo was born. She was delivered
by Dr. James F. Rosborough, and the attending nurse was Laura Witt. She was
born at h:40 A. M., and weighed seven pounds. The little girl was named for her
two grandmothers, with the understanding from Mama Cook that the baby must be
called Alice. She had practically no hair at birth, but when it did come in, it was
dark brown curls. Dr. Rosborough said she was so good because she was just a
normal, healthy baby.' Since there were so many in the family (Cooks, Signaigos,
and Dr. and Mrs. Thomas H. Taylor, Behn Cook's mwother) that Ethel gave each a
name which every one else followed. Mr. and Mrs. Behn Cook were Papa and Mama,
Dr. and Mrs. Taylor were Grandpa and Grandma, Mr. and Mrs. Signaigo were
Daddy and Meme. Elizabeth didn't like the name of Lizzie which most of her
friends called her, so from then on everyone called her Meme. Mama and Papa
kept the girls while the young couple when to dances and later chaperoned the
younger ¢ 2\\'(1.

WW On the morning of Oct. 9, 1904, Ethel and Alice were taken down on the
;"'Prp,,}"/ Latticed back porch to play. Ithel always could tell when something unusual was
going on, so when Grandma kept going up stairs for various reasons, Ethel began
to want to go toos. After a while Mama and Daddy came down and asked the little
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girls if they would like to go up and sce their new little sister. Ethel looked at

the new baby and said, "I knew something was going on when [ saw Dr. Rosborough
come in with his little black bag, but the baby he left us surely is red."” The new
arrival was a little blond girl who was named Eula Lee Signaigo for Meme's best
friend, Eula Lee Owens (Mrs., J. Elmore Holmes of Memphis, Tenn.) formerly

of Oxford, Miss.

There were 26 little girls and one boy in the neighborhood. The cellar to
the Cook home had a hard surface floor and an outside entrance. The whole
neighborhood played cards and ''dress up’' here and in the big back yard. Next
door Mamie Whaley had a play house. She, Stella Meyers and Nanny Allen were
the Mamas, and the younger girls were the children. Some of the food they cooked
on the little iron stove was terrible, but everyone ate it. The Whaleys had a
cyclone shelter in their back yard, and on rare occasions the children were al-
lowed to go down into it. Later when Mamie was a young lady they turned the back
lot into a sunken garden with a gold fish pond. Miss Lillie (Mrs. Walter)
Sedberry was always glad to have the children play at her house. She would place
a sheet between the two front rooms and with the aid of a candle, make shadow
picture shows. Mary, Lillie and Erie were the ages of the Signaigo girls, and so
were Elise and Maude Sedberry who lived next door. Every Christmas in the Cook's
parlor there was a tree which touched the ceiling and had lighted candles, ornaments
and gifts for the three little girls. They were not allowed in the front parlor until
Christmas morning, then the sliding doors were opened, and each child had a
chair to put her presents on. Since all of the family ate at the hotel, the girls were
allowed to take only one doll or toy to breakfast. Later in the morning the
nieghborhood children would come over as George had always selected something
for each of them. On Easter he would bring from New Orleans beautiful eggs
with scenes inside, etc.

Every Sunday morning Nanny Allen would come across the street and take the
little girls to Sunday School at the Cumberland Presbyterian Church which was
a few blocks up the street. When they came home she would stay and have dinner
at the hotel with the family.

In 1910, George organized Marshall's famous semi-pro baseball team,
The Marshall Blues. The team lived at the hotel on the third floor where the
help lived. They had a private table in the dining room. Aaron Lacosky was the
children's favorite. They thought he and '"Daddy'' owned and ran the team. Aaron
was the shortstop and George was the manager. (See picture.)

When the street cars came to Marshall there were three branches all meeting

at the Court House. The north branch came down N. Washington Ave., turned
at Ginocchio St., turned north on Franklin and went on over to North Marshall.

The west branch went up West Houston St. by West End School and turned right
to make a loop back to the Square. It was great fun to take a ride on all three
branches, as you could transfer at the Court House.
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Dr. and Mrs. George Perry Rains moved into the home to stay until they could
buy a home, (See Cook Family) and ended by staying several years. They became
part of the family and everyone adored them. Dr. Rains had a little red car and he’
would take Alice with him when he payed calls. She was never allowed to go in
anyone's home but had to sit out in the car. George had bought a car, a Great
Southern (later Studebaker) and the thing in vogue was to drive out the old Longview
road to the Hall Place and come back. This was three miles. All of the ladies had
scarves over their hats, and the driver wore goggles. Later the Signaigo Family
bought two Buicks, one for the hotel and one for their own use.

Every summer as soon as school was out, the family left for a summer trip.
Some years they went to Manitou, Colo., or Minnesota, etc. They always took a
nurse along. One year they went to New Orleans, took a boat to New York, and
later through the Thousand Islands. This year Miss Nell Davis was a young lady
and asked if she could go instead of the nurse. She was so sweet and made this
trip one every one remembered. Every Christmas the children were taken to
New Orleans to see Santa Claus. Since George bought supplies for the hotels here
they were always entertained beautifully. They never missed Mardi Gras.

The children attended Miss Anna Alford's Kindergarden, Mrs, Spates'
Kindergarden, and later West End School. It was a mile and three quarters and
the whole neighborhood either walked or rode their bicycles together. Ethel started
in the first grade. The next year when Alice started they put her up in the second
grade with Ethel since St'Ethel had taught her everything she had learned. Miss
Maude Perry was the teacher, and everyone adored her. Miss Katy Vanhook was
the fourth grade teacher and she read stories like Robinson Crusoe to the class,
but she read only one chapter a day so the pupils always had something to be good
for as the reading was a prize for good behavior,

When the T & P put diners on their trains, this ruined George's business.
He sold all of his hotels except the Ginocchio Hotel in Marshall. He placed Mr. Jim
(Wink) Simpson as manager here and moved to Dallas in April, 1912, to go into the
wholesale cigar business. He and Mr. J. Harper Brannon (who had married
Uncle Charlie's niece) started a state wide business, Brannon-Signaigo Cigar Co.
This association lasted until their deaths. George continued to run the hotel through
his manager until when he leased it to the two Demitract brothers,
and finally in sold it to them. The home he kept until after Mrs. Behn
Cook's death in 1942, and then also sold this to the Demitracts. They later sold
both places to the Pedisons, who lately sold the hotel to the Keys.

The Signaigo Family bought a home at 3321 Oak Lawn Ave. and it was
headquarters for all of their Marshall friends, young and old. The ""Rosebuds"
always came to the State Fair.

The two partners alternated years of taking summer trips and staying home
to run the business. They both went to Europe, South America, Asia, and several
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times around the world. On one of these trips, Dr. and Mrs. G. P. Rains went
with them. One summer they spent in Atlantic City. On their way they stopped
in Marshall and picked up Hartwell Spellings and Ella Mae Rodgers. On another
trip to Alaska they took Sarah Whaley (Mrs. Gordon Boone). One year they
travelled through Yellowstone Park with a party of 125 Dallas friends, and then
went on to California. On this trip they took Lady Maude Powell.

The three girls all graduated from Hockaday School. Alice and Ethel went
to Hollins College, while Eula was graduated from S. M. U.

After Behn Cook’'s death, Mrs. Cook lived in Dallas, but she never gave
up her home in Marshall and made regular visits back.

Ethel married Myron Everts Jan. 17, 1923. They have no children.
Alice married J. Percival Rice Nov. 25, 1924, and they have four sons, George
Signaigo Rice, John Carter Rice, Robert Cook Rice and James Percival Rice.
Eula married Dr. Dayton McBride. They had two daughters, Shirley Elizabeth
McBride (Mrs. Geo. P. Macatee III) and Eula Lee McBride (Mrs. Ed Crow Miller).
After Dr. McBride's death, Eula married Dr. Frank Selecman.

Elizabeth Cook Signaigo died Nov. 31, 1947. George Joseph Signaigo died
March 19, 1952, They are both buried in Hillcrest Mausoleum, Dallas, Texas.

June, 1972
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(19-11-1900-~- (2-18-1902-~~ (10-9-1904 ===
m1-17-1525 m 11-25-1924~-= m(1) Dr,Dayton Carter Mebride
iyron Bverts John Yercival Rice (1-29-1900--=9-29=196C)
(5-2-1895--- (6~5-1895-~- m(2)Dr Francis ..sbuT
Seatlena-Frem - Selecgan
(p’l‘dlu.P (C\)E)LVSVﬂc> . i ?%&‘ﬂ\]u:
Pailas  Teteo Shirley slizabeth Zula Lee
(12-9-31~-- (7-8-1937~
m.Geo,P.MacateeIII M
br,sd Joro
Miller

{ | I

George Siznaigo Rice John Carter Rice Robert Cook Rice James Percival Rice
(11-10-1925~==~ (3-11-1929-~—-~ (8=-14-1931~=== (11-14-1937-==
m,2-19-1955 w,12-26-1951 m, 1-23-1965 m, 3-25-1972
Garroline Kelton Harriet Thompson Katherine Barkley Myrcie conway Rawlins
Sweatmon(11-8-27-- (522232~ Adams ( 9-27-1939-==
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Alice Caroline ‘lice Katherine Cook Rice

Anna Carter Rice
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BEHN COOK FAMILY

The accompanying chart gives the Cook Family History back to
Gloucester County, Bristol, England.

We will start with Thomas Abner Cook who lived in Clark County, &eorgia,
near Athens. He married a Miss Berry and they had one son, Abner A. C%ok,
who married Ann Elizabeth Coleman (11/27/1830 - d. 1856), the oldest child
of John Goodwin Coleman (1806-1853) and his wife Eliza Featherstone Little
(1808-1853). The Colemans both died in 1853 and their nine children came
to Texas in 1854 with Ann Elizabeth Coleman and her husband, Abner A. Cook.
(See Coleman Chart.) The young couple had two sons, Thomas and John Cook.
Annie died in 1856 and Abner A. Cook married her younger sister, Emily Roper
Coleman (b. 9/2/1839 - d. 19 ) in a very short time as he needed someone to
help care for the little boys. They, in turn, had two sons, Behn (b. 6/26/1857 -
d. 12/9/1932) and William Sidney (b. 2/5/1860 - d. ). Abner A. Cook
died some time between 1860 when Sid was born and December 3, ___1 862 when his
widow, Emily, married Dr. Thomas H. Taylor of Harrison County, at Marshall,
Texas. (See Wedding Certificate - Married by Rev. I. M. Binkley.) Emily

and Dr. Taylor had two children, Emma Matilda (b. 11/22/1865 - d. ) and
Thomas Hillery (b. 8/17/1867 - d. }, both of whom died in their teens.
D,

About this same time)) the Melton family moved from Tennessee and
started farming near Hallsville, Texas. Each year a group of men were
selected to drive to Grand Saline to get the year's supply of salt for the community.
Mr. Melton usually had charge of this undertaking.
Behn Cook learned to play the violin by ear, and although he never learned
to read music, he enjoyed playing simple tunes. He picked up most of these at
the local dances which he attended whenever possible.

Behn married Euadora Ann Melton (b. 12/28/1859 - d. 7/11 1942) on
December 22, 1875 at the Melton home ten miles South of Marshall. Rev. Lacy
Boone, a Methodist minister, performed the cermony. They tried farming near
Greenville, Texas, but quickly decided to return to be near their two families.
They had a farm somewhere out of Marshall. Behn also taught school at this time.

Behn and Eudora (Dora) had two children, Elizabeth Alma (b.9,/25/1876 -
d. 11/13/1947) and Mary Ethelene (b. 12/22/1879 - d. 11 25/1896). The family
was very closely knit. Dr. Taylor came out to the farm to deliver both children.
When Elizabeth was older, she lived with the Taylors during the winter so she
could attend the Longview school.

Behn moved his family to Marshall around 1885. They lived across the
street from the Catholic church and next door to the Powell family. (Later
Drayton Powell lived with them while the Cook girls were at college.) The
Cooks were Methodists and the Meltons were Baptists.
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Behn was an excellent swimmer and a crack shot. When he was a young
man, a gentleman came to Marshall and challenged anyone in town to a race.
They were to swim to the dam at Caddo Lake and back. Every one took bets
against him, and they chose Behn to represent them. He beat the newcomer
so badly that he never returned to Marshall. Behn had been swimmin as_ long
as he could remember and belonged to Caddo and Highland Lake andﬁfé;ﬂ axes
in the neighborhood. He also loved to fi—s_h’,- but Dora was the real fisﬁef%;ﬁin
the family.

Mr. Cook could shoot better than most men in Harrison County. Even
when he was quite old when some of the family and friends came from Dallas to
hunt with him, he would hit a bird after others had missed it. He taught his
granddaughter, Alice, to shoot by putting a dime on the metal lock of Dora's
"Flower Pitt", and giving her the dime if she hit it. He knew what trouble
they would both be in if she missed. One morning as she was practicing, she
decided to aim at the silver ball of the lightning rod on the roof of the house.
She didn't realize that it would break but it shattered just as a man was walking
past the house. When Behn came home to dinner at noon, instead of fussing at
her he said, ''"That man is one of the best shots in town and he was on his way to
my office. If you had missed I would never have let you shoot again. "

This quotation is from The Messenger's Special Edition, Marshall, Texas,
August 1897, p. 6, and is titled ""Behn Cook, County Tax Assessor.'

"Mr. Behn Cook, this county's efficient and popular tax assessor, was
born in Marshall in 1857, and has always made his home in Harrison County.
His early Aife and young manhood were spent on a farm, he having come to this
city to find a wider field for his abilities about twelve years ago, at which time
he went into the land office of Amory R. Starr. Soon after he was elected County
Surveyor, which office he continued to fill until he was elected assessor in 1894,
to which office he was re-elected last November without opposition.

"Mr. Cook's labors in the important office which he holds have been
arduous and unceasing and their fruits will remain a blessing to this county for
years to come. During the radical regime a succession of incompetent and in-
different assessors had so mixed the rolls that their successors, up to the election
of Mr. Cook, had quite enough to do to keep up with the current business of the
county, and were unable to do very much towards solving the Chinese puzzle of
mixed and conflicting headrights and surveys which they had inherited. He brought
to this task a thorough knowledge of surveying and of the county's lands, and
unlimited energy and the result shows for itself on the county records.

"When he went into office the abstracts of the county showed an unrendered
roll of over $300, 000. 00; they now show 50 percent less unrendered property than
in 1894. This has been in part accomplished by a long, bulky, and systematic
correspondence with the Commissioner of the General Land Office, in which
every invalid or conflicting survey has been reported as soon as discovered.

Mr. Cook has had a map made of every survey in Harrison County. These were
taken by him from the County Surveyor's Records, and are absolutely correct.

The fact that he is familiar with the interests of 75 percent of this county’'s owners.
having memorized that percent of her headrights, has contributed largely to the
accuracy of this work and to the facility with which it has been done.
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"He is and has always been a staunch Democrat, and in his county s
tirme of trial he did his whole duty in behalf of pood local government, and did
1t nobly and well.

Dora sewed beautifully, and her two girls were always dressed in the
tatest fashion. (Her granddaughters still have trunks of these beautiful dresses. )
Elizabeth had blue eyes like her father, and soft curly brown hair, but was
small and dainty like her mother. (Dora was 5 ft. tall.) Ethel was Jarger with
brown eyes and hair like her mother, but she was built more like her father's
side of the family. The girls had many friends among the boys and cirls. When
the time came fur them to go to college, it was decided to send Elizabeth 1o
Union Female College in Lebanon, Tenressee; Maud Elgin, one of her best
friends, also went that yvear. The next year the college was moved 1o Osford,
Mississippi, and made a part of the University. Elizabeth received three
Degrees from here. One was the regular Science Degree with a miajor in Math.
one in Elocution, and a Business Degree from the Draughon Practical Dasines -
College. This was in May 26 - 29, 1895. When she returncd home she inrore
the family that she was going to get a Job. They were very much avainsi (-,
but compromised by letting her start working in her father's office weliping to
compile the Tax Lists. Mr. Chesley Adams had an office across the nall and
would come in and recite poetry and Shakespear by the hour. Behn had his
office in the Court House. His beautiful maps became the property of the Coune o,

and were used for many years as their official records. In the earl. (00

he entered into a partnership with Mr. Berry Carroli, The title was Cocl oanc
Carroll, Surveyors and Real Estate, attention given to land 1n anyv cart of e e
This association was a pleasant and lasting one. At one time Mr  Camond 2 € e 5

worked for him. Later he and Mr. Joe B. Carter formed a fir:n. Carter

and Cook, Attornevs, land Apents, and Surveyors.” Mryr., Carter wu: the
lawyer and Notary Public. and Behn Cook was the surve. or and Notary, Public.
They advertised, ''Titles examined, abstracts made, deeds written, oic.

Special attention given delinquent Taxes - Office in Court House, ! s
partnership was dissolved by miutual consent January 31, 1916,

A

As Elizabeth brought her books home fm college, Behn tauuvit Flivel i
Math. As a result, when Ethel enteré 'Q}fford she was allowea @+ e vy
th:e Math classes at the Men's School. This w%‘fsf:almost unheard of a* e
During ner second year an epidemic of Typhoid"iFevor broke out, and Ethel oo
over the Math departments in both schools, and rept up her regular wore. .
the time she took Typhoid, the conditions were so bad that the school put 21} of
the girls on the train and sent them home. Ethel died very shortly after she
reached Marshall. Will Jones (later Dr. W. D. Jones of Dallas) recalled often
how he met this train when he was working for the Express Company. it was a
sad sight as most of the girls were too sick to walk and had to be carried off the
train. Behn and Dora never got over Ethel's death. They grieved the rest of
their lives.

of the
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After Elizabeth (Lizzie) returned from college she met and married

George Joseph Signaigo. (11/22/1873 - d.3/19/1952). Their wedding was put

off due to Ethel's death, and then again when George's Uncle Charlie Ginocchio

died. They were married very quietly at home with only two attendants. John

Copeland and Miss Crick Green (later Mrs. Frank Kelly). They moved to the
Ginocchio Hotel to live. Behn and Dora bought the Ginocchio home across the
str the hot (Then it was known as 539 N. Washington Ave. ; later
changed to 615.) Later the Signaigo family moved into the home with the Cooks.
M. Thomas H. Taylor (Behn's Mother) came to live with them
as both of their children had died. -

/

ST
The Cooks had a vegetable garden in which they grew some extra fine SD'(LLL/
specimens. However what Behn was particularly proud of was Dora's flowers
She could grow anything, especially Roses, Dahlias, Hydrangeas and Cape Jasmine.
Mrs. Ginocchio had been fond of flowers too, so Charles had had a "Flower Pit's7..¢

built on the south side of the yard. There was a Lime tree at one corner of this

building. Both ladies had beautiful ferns and pot plants which had to be put into
the '"Pit" in cold weather. Behn had brought in a Cypress tree and had it planted
next to the hedge which divided his property from that of his cousin's, Paul

Whaley. All the flower beds and Rose Garden were edged with brick placed

overlapping at a slant. Mr. Ginocchio had planted imported fig trees, two varieties
of Pears, an Apple tree in the back yard, and a large Holly on the north side of
the front lawn.

After Dr. Taylor died, his wife (Behn's Mother) lived six months with Behn
and six months with Sidney. Her great grandchildren always looked forward to
her return as she read stories to them and told them how '"Gen. Sherman marched
through Georgia, and every one had to hide their silver, etc."

All of the family ate at the Ginocchio Hotel. Since their dining room was
not being used, the Cooks consented to let Dr. and Mrs. George Perry Rains (gfz/n,
move into it. They had taken a trip to Europe after selling their house, and
when they returned they could find no place to live. They expected to stay a few
weeks and ended by remaining several years. They became part of the family,
and everyone loved them dly. Dr. Rains (Patty) took care of all of the
family, and one timedB@vec ce's life. After they they couldn't leave even if
they had wa_x_;l‘.'gd»to. -

Behn always took afi active part in politics, local and state. He had a
picture of Gov. Colquit in his home. He was an ardent supporter of Gov. Jim
Ferguson, who later had him and Mr. Honnicut of Marlin, Texas, appointed to

_ survey the western border line between Texas and Oklahoma.

eI

When automobiles came in he bought two cars, one for Dora and one for
himself. He kept the cars in the old barn and had a gasoline pump installed.
Dora quickly learned to drive, but he never tried. He kept a colored boy to
drive him and carry his surveying equipment. Years later, during the oil boom,
he could tell you exactly where to find corners and how to recognize his marks
on the trees, etc. He had surveyed all of this property when the owners often met
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him with guns to keep him off their property. He liked people and had a way
of succeeding, not only in making his surveys, but also of making friends of
the owners.

4_ Page s

After the T & P Railway put diners on their trains, George Signaigo
sold all of his hotels except The Ginocchio, and moved to Dallas in April 1912.
He left a manager there and ran the hotel from Dallas. He later leased the
Ginocchio to the Demitract Brothers ( S. & D.). On Nov. 26, 1919 he sold
the Ginocchio to the Demitracts for $40,800. 00.

Every year Dora would make enough preserves to last the Dallas family
for a year; then she, Behn, and the driver would go to Dallas to see the State
Fair. Their visit was spent in seeing their many friends, attending the Fait,
and seeing their daughter and granddaughters. One summer they invited 12 of
their granddaughters' friends, girls and boys, to come to Marshall with the
Signaigo family. The Marshall paper called them '"The Dallas Dozen'. The
Cooks took them and all of the Marshall crowd the same age to Caddo Lake for

three days. Before they returned to Dallas, all the Marshall girls and boys enter-
tained for them.

“—

In 1918, Behn collapsed one day while he was surveying. He was taken
to the Mayo Clinic in Minnesota. He had cancer of the colon, and the doctors didn't
think he could stand the operation. He got mad and asked if he beat any one of
them in a fist fight would they operate. Dr. Judd jumped up and said, "I'll
operate on any one with that much spunk.' He was a man 6 ft. 2 in. tall and
weighed around 200 pounds. He wore a size 5 shoe and yet his feet never gave him
any trouble. When he came through the operation and arrived home, he weighed
99 pounds. He recovered very fast and was soon out surveying again.

Mr. and Mrs. Behn Cook celebrated their Golden Wedding Anniversary on
December 22, 1925 in Dallas, Texas, at the home of their daughter and son-in- law,
Mr. and Mrs. George Signaigo. Their three granddaughters and their families
attended. Friends called throughout the afternoon.

From the Marshall Messenger - December, 1930:
"Mr. and Mrs. Behn Cook Observe Fifty-Fifth Wedding Anniversary.
""Mr. and Mrs. Behn Cook are celebrating their fifty-fifth wedding
anniversary here today at home with a family dinner.
"Behn Cook and Miss Eudora Melton were married at the Melton home
ten miles south west of Marshall on December 22, 1875, the Rev. Lacy Boone,
a Methodist minister performing the ceremony. T}Wﬁon
County and Marshall all their lives. ;
'""They have one daughter, Mrs. George Signaigo, and three granddaughters. ™
= (ZTLEEEs P S N
Fourteen years after his operation for cancer at the Mayo Clinic, Behn
had a-bad fall and hurt his leg. He soon developed uremic poisoning. He told

the doctors he was sure he would be all right if he could just walk in the woods
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again. He died Dec.[ 9, 1932, and is buried in Greenwood Cemetery. His
wife moved to Dallag and lived with her daughter. She would never consent

to sell her home in Marshall and paid regular visits back home. She kept
busy doing for others all of her life. In Dallas, she helped the school children
learn to knit for the soldiers in World War II. She left many beautiful quilts,
bed spreads, etc. which are cherished by her great grandchildren. She died
July 11, 1942, and is buried in Greenwood Cemebery, Marshall, Texas, next
to her husband, Behn Cook, and her daughter, Mary Ethelene Cook.
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Richard Cooke, St. Augustine Parish, County Gloucester, Bristol, England.

Name of first wife not known.

1.

2.
3.
4.
5.

Philip Cooke, bap. 27 Dec. 1589 - m. lst, Elizabeth

John Cooke - 23 Oct.,
Anne Cooke - 9 April,

1577
1580

William Cooke - 10 March 1582/3
Thomas Cooke - 21 April, 1585
Philip Cooke - 27 Dec., 1589
Married secondly, 22 May 1596 to Catherine Rawley, a Widow, in Church
of St. Augustine Parish.
Son: Richard Jr., bap. 26 March 1598.

1.
2.

Married secondly -

3.

5.

William Cooke, baptised 25 March,1613
Anne Cooke, baptised 2 Oct,, 1614

children and date baptised:

Lucie Cooke - 5 Feb., 1626/27
4. Mary Cooke - 22 Aug., 1628
Martha Cooke - 13 Jan., 1630/31

Children and date baptised:

. Children:

William Cooke, Baptised 25 March 1613, St. Augustine Parish, etc. above.

Married 1st Mary Blackborne of St. Augustine Parish. Son:
William Cooke, born about 1633 in Va. or enroute there.

1.

Married secondly, Mary’

2.

, in Virginia, probably. Son:
Philip Cooke, baptised 5 Jan., 1636/37 in St. Augustine Parish.

This William died in Surry Co., Va. without a will.

William Cooke, Born about 1633 - married Joan Roper, dt. of Hugh Roper, Sr.
of Burnham Parish, County Somerset, England between 1661-1665. Children:

Henry - m. Sarah

. He died 1696,

John - m. Hannah Jones, dt. of James Jones.
William - m. Rebecca Jones, dt. of James Jones.
Reuben - m. Hannah Atkinson. He died 1750.
Thomas - m., Mary Jones, dt. of Arthur Jones. He died 1735.

Elizabeth - m.

Joannah - m.

Weaver.

Burch.

And possibly one or more sons:
Robert - who died in 1747.
This William died in Isle of Wight Co., Va.

He died 1711.

Will Bk. 1, pp.32 I of W Co.

John Cooke - of Southwark Parish, Surry County, Va., married one of the

daughters of James Jones of Prince George County, Va. and had children
as follows:

1.
2.
3.

Henry - died in 1774.
John - m. Dianah
Joannah or Jane Cook.

See VI herewith.

»

died about 1743.
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VI.

V1.

VIII.

Henry Cook of Meherrin Parish, County of Brunswick, Virginia
Married at least four times, but names of wives not known, nor
which was the mother of the children named below. His will was
dated 11/13/1774. His last wife was Elizabeth Price, but there was
no issue from this marriage. He was 84 years old when he died.
Children:

1. Sarah, m. George Rives.

2. Mary, m. Thomas Lanier

3. Anne, m. Lowe

4. Betty, m. David Peeples (WMC has been in touch with a Mrs,
Mrs. Buell of Okla. and Texas of this branch. )

5. Henry, m. Elizabeth Wall. Died before his father, in 1764.

6. Jane, m. John Cato.

7. Drury Cook, m. lst in Va, . Drucilla - then moved to North
Carolina, and thenc‘é to Clark County, Ga., near Athens.,

8. John, m. Sept. 24, 1759 - Betty Brown in Va. - moved with
brother Drury to N. C. then to Fairfield Co. » S. C.

Drury Cook - born in Va. - Married Drucilla in Va.’ Moved to N.C. and
thence to Clark County, Ga.; near Athens. Had following children:

1. John Cook (under 21 yrs. in 1772/74 when grandfather's will was

made and proved). TpE T

2. Rebecca Cook, m. Zadock Cook of Clark C:__O;._,. Ga.
Drury Cook married secondly, Matilda Fennell, whether in Ga. or N. C.
unknown. Children: : ' : '

3. James Cook

4. Nathan Cook - see VIII below.

Nathan Cook - married Sarah Atkinson - Children:

1. Thomas Abner Cook - moved to Texas
2. Ben

3. Mary

4. Elizabeth

5. Louraine

6. William Arnold Cook - remained in Ga.

Thomas Abner Cook - m., Miss Berry. Moved from Clark Co., Ga. to
Texas. Son:
1. Abner A. Cook - Born in Ga., married Ann Elizabeth Coleman
in Ga. Married Emily Roper Coleman in Texas.

Abner A. Cook - (b. - d.1861/2) Born in Clark Co., Ga. Married

Ann Elizabeth Coleman (b. 11/27/1830 - 4. 1856) Moved to Texas 1854,
Children:

1. Thomas

2. John
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Abner A. Cook married secondly Emily Roper Coleman (b.9/2/1839 -
d. 19 ) m. 1856. Children: y —
3. Behn Cook, m. Eudora Ann Melton
4. William Sidney Cook m. Clara Beddo
Emily Roper Coleman Cook married Dr. Thomas H. Taylor Dec. 3,
3, 1862. They had two children, Emma Matilda Taylor (b.11/22/1865
- d. ) and Thomas Hillery (b. 8/17/1867 - d. )

XI.  Béhn Cook (B36726/1857 - d. 12/9/1932) Married 12/22/1875 to Eudora
eI 2, :7/11/1942) Both born in Harrison County, —
near Mar LR xag: =Children:

©9/25/1867 - d. 11/13/1947) was married
seph Signaigo (b. 11/22/1873 - 4. 3/19 1952)

i J atylithelereiSighaigo (b. 10/11/1900 - ) married on
Iornent TR 0MUeh Everts (b. 3/2/1898 - ). No children.
M %’ R ER i h: wdsran - ) married on

6/5/1895 - )

> Rice (b.11/10/1925) married 2/19/1955
(b11/8/1927)‘ Children, Stephen

liam Sigriaigo Kice, Alice Carroline Rice.
(b.3/11/1929) married 12/26/1951 to
n(b.5/22/1932). Children, John Evans
iter Rice.

Pice (b:8/14/1931) married 1/23/1965 to

i

rine Barkley Adams (b. 5/25/1939). Children,

%

beth Barkley, I'{_‘at_l'f%g;iﬁe Cook, Anna Carter Rice.

T JERE k _

‘(?d)« James Percival Rice (b11/14/1937) married 3/25/1972

" ‘to Myrtie Rawlins (b29/27/1939).
(3) _Eula Lee Signaigo {(b.11/9/1904 3 ) married on 9/6/1926
- to Dr. Dayton Carter McBride (b. 1/29/1900 - d. 9/29/19601

~ Children: ; }

i“.(a) Shirley Flizabeth McBride (b. 12/9/1931) married 9/4/1954

& to George Pettit Macatee III (b. 3/30/1928). Children, George
Pettit Macatee IV, Dayton Charles, Dorothy Tandy,
Adrienne Elizabeth, Mark McBride Macatee,

(b) Eula Lee McBride (b. 7/8/1937) married on 9/5/1959 to
Dr. Ed Crow Miller (b.8/31/1925). Children, John Crov,
Shirley Elizabeth, Bryan McBride Miller.

Eula Lee Signaigo married secondly on 11/11/1967 to

l/ Dr. Francis Asbury Selecman (b. Jul’;,\l‘?Ol).

2. Mary Ethelene Cook (b.12/22/1879 - 4. 11/25/1896).
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DEDICATION DATE (if known)

MARKER NAME Ginocchio—&igaaigs:Pedison House

TOWN

Cook —

Marshall

COUNTY Harrison

16"x 12" OTHBuilding Marker (w/o post)

MARKER

A, P. Pedison

SIZE

SIGNER OF CHECK

PROCEDURE FOR MARKER APPLICATION

INITIAL DATE
8 21-73 1. Application checked and dated
gna -21-
2. Check deposited .
gna [8-21-73 I
DP 8/21/%3 3. . Folder checked and approved
(B [¢arv |
/ 4, Additional information sent for
d@ 5. Letter of approval sent, permanent record and
\j%jQ gf DSA recording, labeling, listed & filed in current
% marker work
YW K.121%| 6. Checkout to inscription writer
fQZ éﬁ/773 7. Sent for State Marker Committee approval
kaP) “,W5 8. Inscription submitted for County approval r————
\b-‘ - 1’:___: ==
= R 9. Highway permission secured (if necessary) f
10. Order sent to Southwell —
7-23-7
QMQ (R -=J4| 11. Rubbing checked
12, Stencil cut
L2k R3-7F
% ; ¥ \9b-ﬂ% 13. Recorded for Marker Guide
\ .
. ’q@ 14, News release sent, w/copy to TSHSC President
\j&ﬂg \gb (Recorded Landmark Certificate sent, if necessary)
\
LS%?J ?f&/YW 15. Notice of shipment sent
\ ’
, Nﬁ 16. Extraneous material deleted, folder given to
QS%}V ?J%' architectural historian ///
\ p
17. Folder placed in completed marker file y




NAME OF MARKER Ginocchio—Signaigo—ngison House

TOWN

Marshall COUNTY Harrison

should express a judgment also.,
comes time for u
fessional,

GARY HUME:

Mr. Mkn3nmm7-pTease?7——1@7{%;;;:&1(7—%;77#=r113

ﬁcﬁcwm\-u@ THE =TRUCTVRE  WMEETS At REQUREWMENTS,

r
DATE 8-21-73

TO: TEXAS STATE HISTORICAL SURVEY COMMITTE% @ @ ?
FROM: TEXAS HISTORICAL FOUNDATION

on this date the Texas Historical Foundation received a
donation for a _jf'x 12t OTHBuilding Marker

We ask to be advised by your Committee if the history is
sufficient, the location satisfactory, and all other re-
dquirements set forth by the State have been met.

Gertrude N. Amador

STAFF RECOMMENDATICNS: Category: NS

Truett Latimex: /M,/jyﬂ—u& — M OA Czr—

020 ¥ sundedn O S 74’“:@,_441_/9 /A D> sens

/7115/741 0erFo.

(ﬁ F -2/~ 73

Initia%// Date

Deolece Parmelee: The information is great. Gary Hume

(The typescript is dreadful, or will be when it
s to copy and send to,SMC., Could we hire it retyped by a pro-

W _-2-13%




FROM
THE DESK
OF

Gess Whatley
1801 Lavaca

Oct 3-73

Mr.Truett Latimer.

Near Truett:

Tt is 2 plessure for me to send you two
cheets of Historical senes from Marshall
and Harrison County Texas.

It is pocsibe they may not mean much to
you or he any thing that you can use.Any

way I thought you might enjoy seeing them.

™

Z-et good wishes.

Jess

Please czll me if you meed to know gow to

pronounce %% Ginocchio----You will notice
in the story the name-- Augustine ard Alice
Signaigo-=--=- theg in later years--the family

developed the nrannoni Signaigo Cigar factory

in Dallas.

SEGEIVE
ocTg 1973 @

TEXAS STATE MIeTNRICAL SURVEY

CeMMITIEE



Texas Historical Commission
Box 12276, Capitol Station,
Austin, Texas 78711

Truett Latimer
Executive Director

Before we order casting of the enclosed marker inscription,
we would like for you to please review and verify the
history set forth in the text, as approved by the State
Marker Committee.

Will you please signify your approval of the inscription
as submitted by signing and returning the enclosed card at
your earliest convenience. You may retain the marker copy
for your files.

Sincerely,

Truett Latimer
Executive Director

By:



Harrison

I approve of the inscription for  Ginocchio-Cook-

Pedison House

as sent to me October 17, 1973 .
Mo D A—X&
RECEIVER
0CT 231973 jo-2¢-73

TEXAS STATE HISTORICAL SURVEY
COMMITTEE



Texas Historical Commission staff (DP), 9/13/73;
State Committee synthesis (DP), 10/15/73

16"x 12" Official Texas Historical Building Marker
Harrison County (Order #4007)

Location:615 N.Washington St.,
Marshall

GINOCCHIO-COOK-PEDISON HOUSE*
ITALIAN-AMERICAN BUSINESS LEADER 4 0 0 7
CHARLES GINOCCHIO(1844-98)AND WIFE
ROXANA SETTLED IN MARSHALL IN 1871;
BUILT THIS HOME,1886e ARCHITECT:
C.G.LANCASTER,DESIGNER OF COUNTY
COURTHOUSE@IN GINOCCHIO HOUSEHOLD

WAS A NEPHEW,GEORGE J.SIGNAIGO,
WHOSE PARENTS-IN-LAW,MR.AND MRS.

BEHN COOK,BOUGHT PLACE IN 1900,HAD
SIGNAIGOS LIVE WITH THEM UNTIL 1912,
RETAINED TITLE UNTIL 19450WNERS
SINCE 1945:GRECIAN-AMERICANS,MR.

FILE COPY-DO NOT REMOVE

AND MRS.A.P.PEDISON,EX-OPERATORS
OF GINOCCHIO HOTEL DINING ROOMg*#*

RECORDED TEXAS HISTORIC LANDMARK - 1973%%%*

*3/8" lettering to contrast with text
*%3/8" lettering
*%%] /4" lettering

APPROVED
Truett Latimer
)

Lo~

BRSSY

/0-23-73



®

TEXAS HISTORICAL FOUNDATION

BIX 12243 < CAPITROL STATION © AUSTI, TEXAS 7871 * PHONE GRBI-GZEB

October 23, 1973

: picationfer Medallion#l545, with 16" x 12" Plate,
Ginocchiao(:ook-}?edison House, for the Marshall, Harrison County.

Gertrude H. Amador
Secretary

GEA/s
Enclosure

SHIP TO: A. P, Pedison
615 North Washington
Marshall, TX 75670 =



TOP LEFT: Mr. and
Mrs. A. P. Pedison pose
for a family portrait
with their daughters
and sons, left to right,
Mrs. George W. (An-
gela) Cook Jr. and
Miss Helen Pedison,
both of Longview,
James A. Pedison and
John Pedison of Mar-
shall,

TOP RIGHT: A blend of
architectural

N...Washington’~ {

wannAnIeAd

styles ...

T _W‘;’e

The long-lasting blend of ar-
chitectural styles and fusion of
cultural heritage resulting
from westward expansion of
the railways will be upper-
most this afternoon as the
Conservation Society mem-
bers and their guests tour the
A. P. Pedison home at 615 N.

| Washington Ave.

Just over a century ago,
expansion of transcontinental
railway passenger service
brought to this area many new

businesses and cultures, pre-

cipitating Charles Ginocchio
to select Marshall for his fam-
ily home. The affluent busi-
nessman had established
restaurants, hosteleries and
other enterprises which
followed railroad routes from
Arkansas and-lLouisiana into
Texas.

Seeking new opportunity in
this land, .the  Ginocchio
family moved to America

i

from Italy with their friends,
the Signaigos after the Car-
ibaldi rebellion. Settling in
Richmond, Va., in the 1840's,
young Charles Ginocchio and
Augustine Signaigo grew to
manhood and served with
coupage and loyalty in the
Cpnfederate States of Amer-
ica under General Robert E.
lee. Following the War

itween the States, the two
litelong friends married
sisters—Roxana and Alice
W,alters from ° Grenada,
Miss.— thus uniting the two
families by marriage.,

| g

- «harles Ginocchio had
njany enterprises—a brick-
yard, a plush saloon under the
opera house, where Matt-
hewson Drug and Pelz Jew-
elry are located today: and
the restaurant and saloon by
the Texas and Pacific station
where actor Maurice Barry-

MARSHALL NEWS MESSENGER, Sunday, September 30, 1973—I1C

Ginocchio-Pedison Home
Becomes Historic Landmark

more was wounded by Jim
Currie.

Ninety years ago and 11
years prior to constructing the
Ginocchio Hotel, Charles
Ginocchio built the house at
615 N. Washington for his
enlarged family. Following a
yellow fever epidemic in
Mississippi which took the
lives of Augustine and Alice
Signaigo, Mr. and Mrs. Gin-
occhio brought the Signaigos’
arphaned sons to Marshall to
raise as their own.

The two-storied house was
constructed of brick hand-
pressed on the site and fired in
a kiln, remnants of which may
still be located on the
property.

The structure combines the
popular Victorian architec-
tural style of the era with
hand-carved wooden -trim
above doors and windows so

characteristic of the Italian
Riviera. This blend of arch-
tectural styles and fusion of
cultural heritage of families
that lived here is .. note of
change on the significance of
the westward expansion of the
rails.

Skilled craftsmen from the
Texas and Pacific Shops
milled the fine cornices,
doors, windows, woodwork
and wainscoting  that
distinguish the residence as
one of the finest homes of the
era still extant today.

located in the community
development area, the old
house has been rehabilitated
and is qualified to be saved,
having been brought up to
standards of qualifications by
the present owners, Mr. and
Mrs. A. P. Pedison.

Not only has the house been
rehabilitated, it has been

awarded an architectural
medallion by the Texas
Historical (ommission.
Papers designating the home
as a historical landmark will
officially be presented this
afternoon. Max Lale, chair-
man of the Harrison County
Historical Survey Committee,
will make the presentation to
Mr. and Mrs. Pedison, mid-
way during the tea hours.

The Pedisons, natives of the
Greek Island of Kios, will be
joined by their children and
grandchildren in welcoming
Conservation Society guests
from 3 to 4:30 this afternoon.
Also in the houseparty will be
Mrs. James K. Abney Sr.,
chairman of the society, and
descendants of the Signaigo
family and The Rosebuds, one
of Marshall's early day social
clubs which often met in the
home.




TOP R1GHT: A blend of
architectural  styles.sa. =
Warks I HousT al 615
N. Washington, (o be
officially recognized
. this afternoon as a
historic landmark.

CENTER LEFT:
Pictured by the hand-
carved staircase are
George Cook Jr., Mrs.
fohin Pedison and Mrs.
James A. Pedison, who
will assist in greeting
guests today.

CENTER RIGHT: Grecian urns, Greek dolls in
native dress, models of peasant women at work,
copper urns and carved brass candlesticks are
among mementos from their homeland to be on
display at the tea-tour. .

: 1; P ey
' : N
OF INTEREST TO s _ O B

WOMEN

Pholos by Frankie McConnell

LOWER LEFT: Granddaughters of the home-
owners, Diane and Carol Cook of Longview,
finger “worry beads,” dressed in (raditional
Greek costumes.

BOTTOM RIGHT: The James Pedison children,
Paul, Susan and Beth — are pictured in an up-
irs bedroom which has the original furnish-




July 6,1997

@E@Euvgg

Ms. Linda Roark , Preservation Consultant JUL 09 1997
Division of Architecture TEXAS
Texas Historical Commission STORICAL COMMISSION

P.O. Box 12276
Austin, TX 78711-2276

Re: Ginocchio-Cook-Pedison House
615 N. Washington
Marshall, TX

Dear Ms. Roark

While visiting with you recently, via telephone, concerning the home we are
purchasing, you indicated you would assist with plans for covered parking. 1 have
enclosed some photographs which should give you an idea about the location of the
existing covered parking structure (which we plan to take down) and other structures on
the property. In addition, I have enclosed a rough sketch (not to scale) which will
hopefully allow you to see the location of the existing drive way and one-car garage
(which we plan to use as a workshop).

The only objection we have to the location of the existing covered parking
structure is that it blocks the view and light from the dining room. Access to the house is
generally through the side door which enters into a hallway which makes the existing
location very convenient.

Naturally, we are interested in the most cost efficient and aesthetically pleasing
structure we can construct. In addition to parking space for two cars, we would like to
incorporate some storage space in the range of 200 square feet.

If you have any questions, please call me at 903-789-3460 or write me at the
address below. Any assistance you can offer will be greatly appreciated.

Very truly yours

Ly Spmbot

Betty Lambright
Rt. 2, Box 94 AB
Karnack, TX 75661



T E X A S George W. Bush ¢ Governor

Jol'm L. Nau, [Il * Chairman
H I S T O R I C A L Curis Tunnell *  Exccutive Director
CoMM ISSION The State Agency for Historic Preservation

August 11, 1997

Ms. Betty Lambright
Route 2, Box 94 AB
Karnack, Texas 75661

Re:  Ginocchio-Cook- Pedison House, 615 N. Washington, Marshall,
Harrison County, Texas (RTHL)

Dear Ms. Lambright:

Thank you for your letter regarding demolition of the existing carport next to the
subject historic house, and construction of a new carport. Without a dimensioned site plan,
it is difficult to make specific recommendations, but I will try to give some general
guidance.

The placement of the existing carport is not too bad, since it is hidden from the
public view by the “pot pit” building and vegetation. A new carport could be placed in a
similar location, or even further west between the kitchen and the garage and still be hidden
from public view. The other possibility would be to place the new carport to the south of
the garage, if that land is in your ownership. It appears that area is being used for parking
currently, and I think the existing vegetation would hide a carport somewhat from view
there. Our primary recommendations would be that the new carport be of simple design,
hidden as much as possible from the public view, and not attach to the house.

For your use, I am enclosing a copy of information from the Recorded Texas
Historic Landmark file on the property. The historic photograph in the file does appear to
indicate that the “pot pit” was an original structure on the property. Interestingly, the
marker text incorrectly states that the architect of your house, C. G. Lancaster, also
designed the historic Harrison County Courthouse. While Lancaster designed the additions
to the Courthouse, the original design was done by J. Riely Gordon. We would welcome
any additional information or changes you have on the property for our file. Please feel
free to contact me at 512/463-9122, if you have any questions or concerns about this letter.

Yours truly,

Preservation Consultant
Division of Architecture

Enclosures
c: Harrison County Historical Commission

PO Rav 1227A e Auctin TY 7711 I77A e KIDAALAINN o ... Z10/4A7E A07A 2 TT\N 1 0NN 772 AnoAN
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T E XA S George W. Bush . Governor
ohn L. Nau . airman
HISTORICAL John L Naw, I ch

Curtis Tunnell i Executive Director

C OMMISSION The State Agency for Historic Preservation

P.O. BOX 12276 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711-2276 (TELEPHONE) 512/463-6094 (FAX) 512/463-6095
LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL
TO:  Morris O’Tyson DATE: 9.30.97

127 Circle Drive RE:  Ginocchio Hotel, MuFShall

Hot Springs, Arkansas 71901 Harrison County (RTHL, NR)

THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE ATTACHED:

COPIES DESCRIPTION

1 ea. | information on preservation easements

1 ea. | information on publications that carry advertisements for historic real estate

1 Recorded Texas Historic Landmarks information brochure with written
notification requirement

REMARKS: | hope this information is helpful. Please contact me at
512/463-9122, if you have any questions.

COPY TO: Files SIGNED: Linda Roark
TITLE: Preservation Consultant




