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THE TURNLR HOUSE

By Max S. Lale
3704 Fitzgerald, Marshall, Texas

James Turner was a native of Sumner_County, Tennessee, who in 1858 moved
to Marshall, Texas, and for the next 55 years, including an extended period of
field service during the Civil War, was one of the city's leading citizens.1
In 1866 he acquired title to a residen “ce situated on the west half of Block L,
Original Townsite (0TS) of Marshall, now designated as L06 South Washington Av-
emue, which has remained in the possession of family members to the present..2
A granddaughter, Mrs. Eugene (Fleanor Turner) Gillespie, 608 West Rusk Street,
Marshall, acquired the undivided interests of three other heirs to the property
on May 31, 1977,3 and in November 1977 began repair and restoration of the house
as her future residence. It is this house -- built not later than 1854 and per-
haps as early as 1850 or 1851, making it one of the oldest structures now sur-
viving in the city -- for which a building marker and the accompanying designa-
tion as a recorded historic Texas landmark are sought.

The west half of Block L, OTS, faces west on South Washington Avenue be-
tween Crockett Street and Travis Street (originally one of the four Border
Streets which bounded the Original Townsite) and consists of Lots 1, 2, 3 and
4, numbered north to south. Prior to its acquisition by James Turner the land
had been owned, among others, by two notable figures in Texas history, Isaac
VanZandt and George Gammon Gregg.5 The original owner was David Hill, who ac-
quired all of Block L from Harrison County on October 28, 18Ll, under a $125
bond for title and sold the west half of the block to Robert Ralston on May 10,

6 :
1845.  Ralston sold the property several months later to Isaac VanZandt, who in



turn sold it to W. P. Hill on Jamary 28, 1846. Gregg bought the half-block
from Hill on August 28, 1846, and on it built the dwelling now known as the
Turner House. Gregg was married in 1851 to Miss Mary Ann Wilson, daughter of
the Rev. and Mrs. Thomas B. Wilson, who moved to Marshall in 1850 on the Rev.
Mr. Wilson's election as president of the Masonic Female Institute. Whether'gsgeqi
may have occupied the house prior to his marriage is unclear from present evi-
dence, but it seems certain that it was standing at least as early as his mar-
riage and that it was to this home that he took his bride. Three years later,
in 1854, he built a larger and more elaborate home. The occasion of his move
into this latter home would seem to be the reason for his sale of the house at
106 South Washington Avenue to his brother, Endymion B. (Dick) Gregg, in the
same year.8

The Turner House originally stood on Lot 1, facing north on Crockett Street
at the southeast corner of the Washington Avenue-Crockett Street intersection,9
and remained in this location well into the Twentieth Century, when it was moved
onto Lot 2 and turned to face west on South Washington Avenue. This short move
onto Lot 2 was made to clear Lot 1 for construction of a brick building housing
a dry-cleaning establishment.

As designed by its builder, the house was the typical four-room dwelling
of the period: two essentially square rooms on each side of a central hallway
extending from front to back of the structure. Each room was provided with a
fireplace. The only uncharacteristic feature of the house appears to have been
the "stoop" which ornamented its front facade, rather than the front porch, or

gallery, which typically occupied all or the larger portion of the front of

houses built in Marshall in this period. The present front porch, which incor-



porates the "stoop" and gives a characteristic appearance to the front facade,
was added in 1890, when Mrs. Gillespie's parents, Mr. and Mrs. Robert K. Turner,
moved into the house following their marriage on April 19 of that year.10

E. B. Gregg, who in 185l bought the house for $3,500 from his brother, G.

G. Gregg, sold it eight years later, on September 15, 1862, for $3,OOO,11 an in-
dication of the effect of the Civil War on the local economy. The new owners
were W. C. Thompkins and Henry R. Alsobrook, merchants and partners doing business
in New Orleans under the firm name of Thompkins $ Co. They contimied to own the
property until its acquisition in 1866 by James Turner for a consideration shown
in deed records as $2,250-12 Although the local economy was suffering severe de-
pression in this first year after the close of the Civil War, this consideration
may or may not have reflected the true market value of the house at that time,
owing to the unusual mamner in which title to the property changed hands.

James Turner, in whose family members possession has remained to the present,
was the son of John G. Turner, himself the son of a native of "the valley of Vir-
ginia," also James Turner, and an early settler in Sumner County, Tennessee. John
Turner married Mary Parker, daughter of the Rev. Nathaniel Parker, likewise an
early settler in Sumner County. In addition to James Turner, John G. and Mary
Turner were the parents of nine other children, two of whom died in infancy.13

James Turner was educated in the family home in Sumner County and read law
in the office of a brother-in-law, William S. Munday, described as "a distinguished
lawyer" in Tennessee. Turner was admitted to the Tennessee bar by the supreme
court of that state but shortly emigrated to Texas, in 1858, and entered the prac-

tice of law in Marshall.

On March 7, 1860, as sectional divisions were becoming ever more exacerbated

by the upcoming presidential election, James Turner was married to Eudora A. Knox,



daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Ormond Knox, owners of a cotton plantation in the %

1

eastern portion of Harrison County. Dr. Knox was a native of North Carolina

o

but lived in Tennessee prior to moving to Texas, and was of the same family to 9“”

15 o~
which President James Knox Polk belonged maternally. Mrs. Knox, the former o 2\
Susannah Mandana Adams of Montgomery County, Tennessee, is identified in a ver- gvﬁ

tical file on the Turner family in the Harrison County Historical Museum archives’ge
as being a niece of President John Quincey Adams. If this is correct, then
descendants of James and Eudora Turner were and are distantly related to two
presidents of the United States.

Apparently in 1862, Turner enlisted as a private in a regiment commanded
by Col. Walter P. Lane of Marshall and subsequently was elected a lieutenant in
his cavalry company.l6 Available records indicate that he served "in this capacity"
throughout the remainder of the war, in the campaigns in Missouri, Arkansas and
Louisiana, "and enjoyed such robust health that he was in all the battles in which
his regiment pa.rticipated."l7

Mrs. Turner lived with her parents on the Knox plantation during her hus-
band's absence on this extended period of field service.18

Returning to Harrison County at the close of the war, and wishing to return
to his law practice in Marshall, Turner set about providing a home for himself
and his family. A daughter, May, had been born April 5, 1862, and a second
daughter, Ethel, was born March 18, 1866. The manner in which Turner acquired
the former Gregg home, then still facing north on Crockett Street, constitutes an
amusing highlight in the history of this pioneer structure.

Mrs. Gillespie, who was born in the house, recounts that her grandfather won

it in a one-hour Sunday morning poker game at the Adkins House, renamed the Cap-



jtol Hotel after the Civil War because it had been the site of several Trans-
Mississippi governors' conferences during the war.19 Mrs. Gillespie originally
placed this incident as occurring in 1859, believing that it had happened while
her grandfather was yet single and living in the Adkins House. However, Mr. and
Mrs. Turner were not married until 1860, and her grandfather did not gain title
to the property until 1866, as shown by deed records, so it seems clear that the
poker game occurred as James Turner was seeking to reéstablish himself in Mar-
shall and to provide a home for his wife and two daughters after several years
during which Mrs. Turner lived with her parents.

In any case, Mrs. Gillespie's account is that her grandfather was about to
leave the Adkins House for services at the First Methodist Church, one block east,
when he was invited to take a seat at the poker table.2o ‘He protested that he
could not, that he was on his way to church, but was persuaded to sit in, anyway.
The upshot was that Turner won the house, whether in fact or as settlement of a
gambling loss is not clear, after one hour.21 The loser must have been either
Thompkins or Alsobrook, partners in the New Orleans mercantile firm, for the
partnership was grantor in the deed which the partners executed in New Orleans
and which Turner filed for record in Harrison County. One or the other of the
partners, or both, as owners of property in Marshall and perhaps doing business
with Marshall merchants, could very well have been in the city and have par-
ticipated in the poker game as described. In this case they reasonably would
have been guests in the Adkins House, the best hotel in the city at that time.

Mr. and Mrs. Turner ultimately were the parents of nine children, the third
of whom, Robert Knox Turner, born April 19, 1868, became the father of Mrs. Gil-

22
lespie, present owner of the Turner House. Turner, who came to be called



Major Turner under the automatic promotion system which applied to old soldiers
of the Confederacy during their lifetime, was "ever a Democrat" who took the
liveliest interest in politics, both federal and state, but never sought office
except for the four years he served as mayor of Marshall. He was one of the
directors and stockholders of the Southern Pacific Railroad Company and contimied
as such after the line was sold to the Texas and Pacific. For a number of years
he served as one of the T&P's principal attorneys, and it was written of him that
In his early professional career, stricﬁ attention to his duties

and laborious study brought him their rewards in business and high rank

at the bar « . . Few of his age have taken a more prominent part in the

most intricate and important questions, civil and criminal, which have

been before the courts of the state. He is a close and logical reason-

er, a forcible speaker, a fine tactician, and always has his case well
prepared and “well in hand® . . . He was one of the active organizers

of the Harrison County Fair Association, and aided other enterprising
gentlemen in rendering it a grand success and a credit to eastern Texas. 23

Major Turner outlived his wife, who died July 6, 1908, at the age of 65, by
almost five years. He himself died May 7, 1913, at the age of 75 or 77, depend-
ing upon which of two versions of his birth date is accepted.2h

As the Turner family grew with the birth of additional children, Mr. and Mrs.
Turner built a separate frame structure at the rear of their home which served as
a "dormitory" and remained standing until the family home was moved following the
sale of the corner lot on which it stood.25 At this time the supplemental struc-
ture was razed, and the wood salvaged from it was used to construct a shed-type

.‘;"a hi'{'c)'leabv
addition at the rear of the house which provided space for a bathrooq;and one ©ther

26
additional room.
Prior to Mrs. Gillespie's purchase of the other undivided interests in the

house in May 1977, it had been occupied for several years as the office of Har-

rison County Charities, a local agency supported by the Harrison County United



Fund, and had been unoccupied prior to this occupancy. During the periods of
its vacancy the house had suffered neglect and was in a poor state of repair
when Mrs. Gillespie purchased it. Leaks in the roof had damaged the plaster
ceilings, a portion of which had fallen.

Nevertheless, the house still was fundamentally sound when Mrs. Gillespie
undertook repairs to the structure in November 1977. Her first effort was to
install a sound roof as the first step in making it habitable. The roofer whom
she engaged for this task first removed three layers of composition roofing
which had been put in place over the years. This exposed a shingle roof over
decking of an unusual and primitive sort. This decking was assembled from
longitudinal slabs of lumber, some with bark still attached, which varied in
widths conforming with the taper of the tree logs from which the slabs were cut,
These slabs were placed in an alternate fashion, so that the wider portion of
one lay alongside the narrower portions of those beside it. Supporting these
slabs were rough-cut L x 6 rafters rather than the 2 x i rafters in use today.
Unfortunately neither the slab decking nor the wood shingles were sound enough
to be retain.ed.27

The wood laths to which the plaster of the interior walls and ceiling was
attached, some of them exposed where the leak-damaged plaster had given way,
are rough-cut and of slightly random width, indicating that they may be original
to the house.

The house is supported by brick pillars, on which rest the original beams
with which the house was constructed. Mrs. Gillespie engaged a carpenter, in
assembling cost estimates for the necessary repair work on the house, who dis-

covered that these beams measure 12 inches square and 30 feet long, all one



solid piece of timber. In the words of this workman, "you could run a train
across this foundation."

It is Mrs. Gillespie's intention to restore her grandparents' home as faith-
fully as possible to its original design, preserving the original elements of its
construction as their condition permits. After the roof repair, she will install
a small bathroom at the rear of the central hallway, connecting it with the two
rear rooms of the house, and then will remove the shed addition which houses the
present bathroom. The addition of this small bathroom will be the only signifi-
cant alteration to the original design of the interior.

Tt is Mrs. Gillespie's intention also to remove the front gallery added at
the time her parents acquired the property and to reconstruct the "stoop" which
was the feature of the original front facade.

With a new roof in place, Mrs. Gillespie moved into the home on Wednesday,
December 1li, 1977, and will contimue its restoration as an ongoing undertaking
while she lives in the house.

A marker is sought for the Turner House because of its age (at least 126
years); because of its association both with G. G. Gregg, one of Marshall's most
notable early citizens, and with James Turner, a citizen equally prominent in
Marshall affairs during the half-century after the Civil War; and because its
present owner is linked by family ties to at least one and perhaps to two presi-

dents of the United States.

December 16, 1977



FOOTNOTES

1. In a biography published in THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF THE NEW WEST, Jen-
nings Bros., Marshall, 1881, his birth date is given as January 8, 1838. A
great granddaughter, Mrs. J. He (Margaret Knox Gillespie) Hudson, who has done
extensive research into the Turner family history, including investigation of
public records in Tennessee, gives the date as Jamuary 8, 1836.

2. Book U, page 2lLl, Deed Records of Harrison County, Texas.

3, Interview November 10, 1977, with Royce Brown, attorney and Certified
Public Accountant who handled the transactions for Mrs. Gillespie.

L. G. G. Gregg bought Lots 1, 2, 3 and l, Block L of the Original Town-
site from W. P. Hill for $500 on August 28, 1846. Book E, page 359, Deed Rec-
ords of Harrison County. On September 11, 1854, G. G. Gregg sold the same four
lots to his brother, Endymion Baker (Dick) Gregg, for $3,500, indicating that
the house was built during this span of years. Book T, page 386, Deed Records
of Harrison County. G. G. Gregg was the grandfather of Dick Hoskins Gregg,
Houston, the present owner of Pine Hill Plantation, the J. B. Williamson House
northwest of Marshall, for which a building marker was awarded in 1967,

5. VanZandt served two terms as a member of the Congress of the Republic
of Texas from Harrison County, and, with J. Pinckney Henderson, represented Texas
in the negotiations which led to jts annexation. He was a leading candidate
to succeed Henderson as the state's second governor when he died during the po-
litical campaign of 1847. Gregg, in the 23 years of his residence in Marshall,
became the city's leading merchant and principal financier. He was appointed a
captain in the Confederate army in May 1863 and assigned to Marshall as an as-
sistant commissary of subsistence with jnstructions from the Commissary General
to procure all the supplies available in "this section of the country . . oM
Max S. Lale, MARSHALL CEMETERY, MARSHALL, TEXAS, Marshall Cemetery Association
in cooperation with Port Caddo Press, Marshall, 1975, page 9.

6. TFor the complete chain of ownership see Appendix A attached.

7. See the Texas Historical Commission files on the Gregg-Elder House,
awarded a subject marker in 1973.

8. See Note li above.

9. Mrs. Bugene Gillespie in one of several interviews during October, No-
vember and December 1977.

10. Ibid. Mrs. Gillespie recalls that her mother was "a great front porch
sitter, and she insisted on the addition."

11. Book T, page 386, Deed Records of Harrison County.

12. Book U, page 2Lk, Deed Records of Harrison Countye
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13. ENCYCLOPEDIA, op. cit., page Lhl. Additional biographical informa-
tion which follows is from this source and from a vertical file on the Turner
family in the archives of the Harrison County Historical Museum as well as
from genealogical research done by Mrs. J. H. Hudson, op. cite.

1. ENCYCLOPEDIA, op. cit., incorrectly identifies James Turmer's wife as
Endora, obviously a typographical or editorial error.

15. Ibid.

16. Lane initially was a lieutenant colonel and second in command of the
3rd Texas Cavalry, commanded by Elkanah Greer of Marshall, but there is no evi-
dence to indicate that Turner was a member of this regiment, which was dis-
mounted after the battle of Pea Ridge. Lane resigned his commission in the
3rd Texas in 1862, declining to stand for election to the vacant position of
colonel of the regiment, and returned to Marshall to recruit another cavalry
regiment, hoping thereby to continue serving in the mounted arm. This regiment
was known as Lane's Partisan Rangers. This is the unit in which Turner ap-
parently enlisted. Lane was seriously wounded in the battle of Mansfield,
Louisiana, in 186k, where the Union's final Red River campaign was turned back.
Investigation has not revealed in which of the companies of Lane's regiment
Turner served.

17. ENCYCLOPEDIA, op. cit.
18. Mrs. Gillespie, op. cit.

19. The site of the Capitol Hotel, since razed, is marked by a subject
marker awarded in 197h.

20. Interestingly, ENCYCLOPEDIA, op. cit., commented of Turner that though
he was a member of a family which "for generations" had been Methodists, and
though Mrs. Turner was a member of the Methodist Church, he himself, in 1881,
"is a member of no church."

21. Mrs. Gillespie recalls hearing her grandfather repeat this story "many
times," as late as her 12th or 13th year. She was 17 years old when her grand-
father died, and it is possible she was even older than 12 or 13 when she last
heard the story. Despite her error in placing the poker game before her grand-
parents' marriage, excusable in light of her grandfather's absence during war
service, there is no reason to believe that the story is not substantially cor-
rect.

22, The other children were May (April S5, 1862-November 18, 1881); Ethel
(March 18, 1866-October 11, 193L); Kate (February 16, 1870-October 12, 1871);
Shirley (July L, 1871-June 15, 1881); James (September 2, 187l-August 17, 1875);
Nathaniel Parker (October 31, 1875-October 31, 19L1); Lorraine (October 21,

1878- ); and Paul (February 5, 188L-February 1l, 1884). Robert Knox Turner,
Mrs. Gillespie's father, died July 1, 1927. Mrs. Gillespie was born September
2L, 1896, and was married to Eugene Gillespie on June 23, 1920.
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23. ENCYCLOPEDIA, op. cit.

2li. See Note 1 above.

25, This sale occurred February 3, 1928, to A. L. Elliot, et al, as
recorded in Book 155, page 294, Deed Records of Harrison County.

26, Mrs. Gillespie, op. cit. She was seven months past her 31lst birthday
when this addition was made, and her memory is quite clear about the circumstances.

27. The author examined these roof features with the roofer on November
18, 1977. The other construction details which follow also were observed at
first hand on several inspection visits to the house.
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Appendix A
OWNERSHIP CHAIN

Note: All of the Original Townsite of Marshall, Texas, is on the Peter Whetstone

land grant.

As an inducement to the commissioners court of Harrison County,

which was organized prior to Marshall's settlement, Whetstone offered to
give a number of blocks in the proposed town plat if the court would locate
the county's third county seat on his land. Block L of the Original Town-
site apparently was one of these blocks.

October 28, 18LL

May 10, 18kL5

January 28, 18L46

August 28, 18L46

*

September 11, 185k

September 15, 1862

Harrison County, Texas, to David Hill, $125 bond for
title, Book F, page 2148, Deed Records of Harrison
County.

David Hill to Robert Ralston, general warrant, Lots 1, 2,
3 and L, Block L, OTS, Book D, page 229, Deed Records
of Harrison County.

Ralston sold the same four lots to Isaac VanZandt between
May 10, 1845, and Jamary 28, 1846, when VanZandt sold
the property. There is no deed record on this trans-
action, however. It is the experience of Marshall ab-
stractors that VanZandt was excessively careless in re-
cording property tqansactions, particularly in cases in
which he was the grantee. For example, there is no deed
record of his purchase of the property known as VanZandb
Hill, now the campus of East Texas Baptist College, where
he built his home in Marshall. Interview with H. W.
Moseley III, Moseley Abstract Co., Marshall, November 9,

1977.

Isaac VanZandt to W. P. Hill, general warrant, Lots 1, 2,
3 and li, Block L4, OTS, Book E, page 360, Deed Records
of Harrison County.

W. P. Hill to George G. Gregg, general warrant, Lots 1, 2
3 and L, Block L, OTS, consideration $500, Book E,
page 359, Deed Records of Harrison County.

A deed in fee simple was issued by Harrison County to David
Hill on January 22, 1851, for Lots 1, 2, 3, U, 5 and 6,
page 291, Book J, Deed Records of Harrison County, re-
leasing Hill from his bond for title.

G. G. Gregg to E. B. Gregg, fee simple title, Lots 1, 2
3 and L, Block L, OTS, consideration $3,500, Book N,
page 36li, Deed Records of Harrison County.

E. B. Gregg to W. C. Thompkins and Henry R. Alsobrook, gen-
eral warrant, Lots 1, 2, 3 and L, Block L, OTS, consider-
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ation $3,000, Book T, page 386, Deed Records of Har-
rison County.

June 28, 1866 W. C. Thompkins and Henry R. Alsobrook to James Turner,
general warrant, Lots 1, 2, 3 and L, Block L, OTS,
consideration $2,250, Book U, page 2Lk, Deed Records
of Harrison County.

May 10, 1913 James Turner to R. K. Turner, partition deed, Lots 1, 2,
3 and L, Block L, OTS, Book 8L, page 14,0, Deed Records
of Harrison County.

December 31, 1926 R. K. Turner and wife to C. J. Cocke and N. P. Turner,
general warrant, Lot 1 and part of Lot 2, Block L,
OrS, Book 1.3, page 386, Deed Records of Harrison
Countye.

Note: In May 1977, Mrs. Eugene Gillespie, daughter of Robert Knox Turner, ac-
quired the remaining undivided interests held by four children, Eleanor
Rice, Myrtle V. Clark, Robert T. Van Norman and Mary V. Padgett, of a de-
ceased sister and two deceased brothers.
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June 11, 1978

Ms. Anice Read

Texas Historical Commission
Box 12276, Capitol Station -
Austin, Texas 78711 FIELD SERVIGES BEPARTMENT

Dear Anice:

I realize, of course, that the decision was not yours.
Still, I must deplore the judgment of the marker committee in
rejecting The Turner House (none cof the committee having seen
it, as far as I know), especially in view of the following
facts:

1. Mrs. Gillespie has to date spent $3,000 in reroofing
the house and in making other repairs to it;

2. She is now occupying it as her home after selling the
residence where she formerly lived; and

3., The house has been nominated to the National Register
after visits to it by three of the architects on Joe ¥Williams'
staff, on one occasion by Joe Opperman and Barry Wagner, on a
second by Barry and Stan Klein. I heard from none of the three
any comment that the house was not in a "state of repair" to per-
mit its use as a home for an 83-year-old lady.

Perhaps the fault is mine. T may have left an inaccurate
impression in the house history which was submitted with the
marker application. If so then I must apologize to Mrs. Gil-
lespie for my dereliction.

However, it is my judgment that the house does qualify for
a marker at the present time in terms of its state of repair.

I do not know who the members of the marker commititee are,
but it seems to me that one or another of them, or at last re-
sort another member of the commission in this part of the state,



might take a look at the house for an informed judgment about the matter.

Please believe me, Anice, I do not mean to sound waspish with you, bub
T cannot understand a system under which a negative decision can be reached
at long range, as in this case.

Best regards and all good wishes.

Sincerely

Max 9. Lale
Chairman

cc: Mrs. Cillespie
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Texas Historical Commission
Box 12276, Capitol Station,
Austin, Texas 78711

Truett Latimer
Executive Director

Before we order casting of the enclosed marker inscription,
we would like for you to please review and verify the
history set forth in the text, as approved by the State
Marker Committee.

Will you please signify your approval of the inscription
as submitted by signing and returning the enclosed card at
your earliest convenience.- You may retain the marker copy
for your files,

Sincerely,

Truett Latimer
Executive Director



MARKER TITLE The Turner House [An Official Texas JOB# 5 E 9 éB
Historical Bullding Marker is applied for

cITY Marshall COUNTY Harrison

DATE 12/21/77

EVALUATION OF
APPLICATION FOR COMMEMORATIVE MARKER
TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

1o THE MEMBERS OF THE STATE MARKER COMMITTEE:

Your appraisal of the attached dossier is hereby requested. To assist you in
your deliberations, the comments and recommendations of the staff are included.

If your own comments are extensive, you may attach other sheets, or write on the
back of this one.

Please retain in your file all but this evaluation sheet, which we request
that you return to the state office at your earliest convenience. If the majority
of the State Marker Committee recommends acceptance, the inscription will be written

and sent to you for your approval. At that time you may wish to refer to the history
previously submitted.

Truett Latimer

Executive Director
Architectural Evaluation [See attachment]

Substantive Evaluation:

Because of its age and other qualifications this property would without
much doubt qualify today for a subject marker. However, the requirement
instituted over a decade ago at the insistence of Dr. Rupert N. Richard-
son (who loves history better than most of us and is ready to honor it
in any proper fashion), that "in no case will the application be approved
unless the structure is in a good state of repair" (in the case of an
historic bullding marker; see Policy #11), seems to preclude an Official
Texas Historical Building Marker at this time. The County Chairman, Max
Lale, seems to be in a spot on this, and says that the Harrison County
Historical Commission wishes THC to process this application in spite of
the fact that the restoration may not be completed for some years yet. He
states that the structure may be the oldest in Marshall, and is due much
honor for that reason. We sympathize. See the architectural team's dis-
Section attached; owever—The—*rogd—to Hett—ts pavedwith goad—intentions”
it is said, and after all nobody can evaluatec an "intended" restoration.

Administrative Evaluation:
ot By lign oo J?M F 22 - 757

RECOMMENDATION OF SMC MEMBER:

5-22-

Signature, SMC Member Date



Re the TURNER BUILDING, Marshall, Harrison County

Although this building has been visited by the
National Register team and has been approved for
submission to the National Register of Historic
Places, the field team that screened it states
that it is ineligible for an historical marker
as of the month of May 1978 because it does not
conform to the requirement of Marker Policy #11b
that the "structure is in a good state of repair".
The National Register screeners state that con-
sideration for the National Register was based on
the age and associational qualities, and it was
presumed that the good state of repair would probably
be attained by the time the Department of the In-
terior could pass Jjudgment.

D. Parmelee, 5/1/78



MARKER TITLE The Turner House [An Official Texas Jos# 5 E E& gb

Historical Bullding Marker is applied for]
crry Marshall COUNTY Harrison

DATE 12/21/77

EVALUATION OF

APPLICATION FOR COMMEMORATIVE MARKER R E @ E ﬂ \W E

TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION .
oy 021978

10 THE MEMBERS OF THE STATE MARKER COMMITTEE:

- FYAS HISTARIDAL AMISSION
Your appraisal of the attached dossier is hereby requcstcd.E‘Ta %sg¥§€"y§@&{A““&
your delibcrations, the comments and recommendations of the staff are included.

If your own comments are extensive, you may attach other sheets, or write on the
back of this one.

Please retain in your file all but this evaluation shect, which we request
that you return to the state office at your carliest convenicnce. If the majority
of the State Marker Committec recommends acceptance, the inscription will be written
and sent to you for your approval. At that time you may wish to refer to the history

previously submitted. E @ E U “\‘ﬂ E

Tru Latimer
i i Execlitive: Directdi/{
Architectural Evaluation [See attachment] NS

Substantive Evaluation: FIELD SERVIBES BEPARTMENT

Because of its age and other qualifications this property would without
much doubt qualify today for a subject marker. However, the requirement
instituted over a decade ago at the insistence of Dr. Rupert N. Richard-
son (who loves history better than most of us and is ready to honor it
in any proper fashion), that "in no case will the application be approved
unless the structure is in a good state of repair" (in the case of an
nhistoric building marker; see Policy #11), seems to preclude an Official
Texas Historical Building Marker at this time. The County Chairman, Max
Lale, seems to be in a spot on this, and says that the Harrison County
Historical Commission wishes THC to process this application in spite of
the fact that the restoration may not be completed for some years yet. He
states that the structure may be the oldest in Marshall, and is due much
honor for that reason. We sympathize. See the architectural team's dis-
Sectionm attached;trowever—Te—Hroadt—to Hell tspaved with goad—intentiens"
it is said, and after all nobody can evaluate an "intended" restoration. [
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MARKER TITLE The Turner House [An Official Texas JOBH 5 m

Historical Building Marker is applied for]

CIlY Marshall COUNTY Harrison
DATE 12/21/77
EVALUATION OF E @ E ﬂ \W E
APPLICATION FOR COMMEMORATIVE MARKER \
TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION = JUN 06 1978
TU THE MEMBERS OF THE STATE MARKER COMMITTEE: Tryae wrapameay foe

Rebobaetd

Your appraisal of the attached dossier is hereby requested. To assist you in
your deliberations, the comments and recommendations of the staff are included.

If your own comments are extensive, you may attach other sheets, or write on the
back of this one.

Please retain in your file all but this evaluation shect, which we request
that you rcturn to the state office at your carliest convenicuce. If the majority
of the State Marker Committec recommends acceptance, the inscription will be written

and sent to you for your approval. At that time you may wish to refer to the history
previously submitted.

Truett Latimer

Executive Director
Architectural Evaluation [See attachment]

Substantive Evaluation:

Because of its age and other qualifications this property would without
much doubt qualify today for a subject marker. However, the requirement
instituted over a decade ago at the insistence of Dr. Rupert N. Richard-
son (who loves history better than most of us and is ready to honor it
in any proper fashion), that "in no case will the application be approved
unless the structure is in a good state of repair" (in the case of an
historic building marker; see Policy #11), seems to preclude an Official
Texas Historical Building Marker at this time. The County Chairman, Max
Lale, seems to be in a spot on this, and says that the Harrison County
Historical Commission wishes THC to process this application in spite of
the fact that the restoration may not be completed for some years yet. He
states that the structure may be the oldest in Marshall, and is due much
honor for that reason. We sympathize. See the architectural team's dis-
sectionm attached;owever—THire—Hroad—to Hett—ts paved—with goed—intemtions™
it is said, and after all nobody can evaluate an "intended" restoration.

Administrative Evaluation:
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e Yo lio~ s Lo J?M ",L.?- 75/

RELOMMENDATION OF SMC MEMBER:
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gnature, SMC Member Date”/ ’
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June 27, 1978

Mr. Max S. Lale
3704 Fitzgerald
Marshall,TX 75670

Dear Max:

Your letter came in too late to take to the Marker Committee, but I called
Kathi and she dictated it over the phone, and it was read to the Committee
members.

Two of the members of the Marker Committee agreed to visit the site, one will
be C1lifton Caldwell, and the other Betty Danklefs. We are sending a memo to
all four members of the committee im their regular mailing next Thurdday, on
how to reach you when they plan a trip to Marshall. I plan several trips

in Fast Texas in the fall, and will visit the house then. Truett will be
sent a carbon of this letter, because I'm sure his concerns are the same as
yours.

We know this is of no comsolation, but when we got back from Abilene, a letter
from a gentlement in Brownsville whose house had been turned down for an
historical marker last year. He is gtill irate, but has decided to remove

all the dreadful alterations he made to the house, and restore it to tts
original beautiful state in order to get a medallion and plate for the house.
Sometimes good does come of the strong restrictions the Marker Committee

has placed on the value of a medallion and plate.

Please tell all the members oft your Commission that the Marker Committee
will meet again in October, and we hope by that time three of us will have
visited Marshall and seen both the Hockwald and the Turmer House.

Sincerely,

Anice Read
Director of Programs

AR :km
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HARRISON COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION

MARSHALL, TEXAS

370L Fitzgerald
Marshall, Texas 75670

June 18, 1978

Ms. Anice Read
Texas Histordical Commlssion
Austin, Texas

Dear Anice:
Are we being too rigid on marker applications?

Obviously I may be looking at the question from the wrong
end of the telescope, but my vibes tell me the answer is yes.

My chief concern is the potential for inequity implicit in
Policy 11. The phrase "good state of repair" has all the sub=-
Jective latitude of that other famous phrase,"™ all deliberate

speed.t

Certainly I would not advocate that a marker be awarded a
structure at the point of collapse. However, it seems to me
that a rigid interpretation of "good state of repair®® tends to
reward restoration at the expense of recognition and preserva=
tion, which I understood to be the objective of the marker
programe.

My reading of Article 7150i, Title 122 of the Civil Stat-
utes, leaves me with the same impression. As you know, it of-
fers the possibility of tax relief to certain properties. These
are defined as structures which are 1) designated as Recorded
Texas Historic Landmarks, or 2) need tax relief as an encourage=-
ment to preservation.

In neither provision do I read any implication of restora-
tion as a pre-condition of tax relief.

Curiously, neither do the guidelines for nomination of
properties to the National Register of Historic Places.

As a matter of fact, Policy 11 establishes only three cir-
teria for approval of building markers: architecture, historical



associations and age. It stretches the imagination to Suppose there are not
many, many buildings in Texas which qualify for age and one or the other cri-
teria, thus deserving markers, but which are not in a "good state of repair,.n

If we wait for all these buildings to be restored before approving markers,
many of them inevitably will be lost, thus defeating the purpose of pPreservation.

In none of the above do I mean to denigrate restoration. Still, I have the
feeling we may have put the cart in front of the horse.

My second concern about Policy 11 is that it tends to produce inequities

Not concerned per se with the preservation/restoration argument, another
interpretation of Policy 11 concerns me. This has to do with architecture,

As I read the policy, a structure is eligible for marking on the basis of
its age and historical associations alone ( "Distinction in two of the three

Judgments of eligibility are being made on the basis of architecture and the
other two criteria.

Again, I have the utmost respect for architecture as a factor in the judg-
ment process. However, there are many buildings in Texas which have been mark-
ed, and many others which deserve to be marked, for reasons of age and histor-
ical associations, but which £all short of being architectural models,

Obviously, the thoughts I have expressed come to mind because of difficul-
ties I have experienced with the latest two applications submitted from Har-
rison County. These are for The Hochwald House and The Turner House, both in
Marshall. Concern for architectural factors and restoration apparently have
caused the first to be held up and the second to be rejected, although both
would seem to me to be eligible under Policy 11 as written. In the case of The
Turner House, we have the curious anomaly that it was nominated for listing on
the National Register ‘while it was being rejected for a marker.

Perhaps other county chairmen might be queried about the points I have raised.

As always, you have my best regards and all good wishes. You are doing a
great job, and for this you have my gratitude as well,

Sincerely
A, ang

Max So Itale
Chairman



TRUETT LATIMER
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

P. 0. BOX 12276
AUSTIN TEXAS 78711

MEMORANDUM

TO : State Marker Committee

FROM: Anice Read, Director of Programs

During the Marker Committee meeting and the subsequent discussion of
the rejection of the Turnmer House because of the present condition of the
house, both Clifton Caldwell and Betty Danklefs offered to visit Marshall,
and make an on site inspection. A letter has been sent to Mr, Max Lale,
3704 Fitzgerald, Marshall, TX 75670, phone: 214-938-2579, concerning your
proposed visit. Please let Max know when you are planning to come, as he
would also like for you to inspect the Hochwald House, which is also under
consideration. We are enclosing the letter that arrived at the Commission
on June 23, 1978, after the staff has left for Abilene.

The State Jyf.m% /07 Historic Preservation
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TRUETT LATIMER
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

P. 0. BOX 12276
AUSTIN TEXAS 78711
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May 22, 1978

MEMORANDUM

TO: Anice Read
FROM: Barry Wagner

SUBJECT: The Turner House

Architectural evaluation: Site was visited by National Register staff on
3/15/78. 1Investigation of the building fabric of this single-story wood

frame structure indicates that the building could have been built in

c. 1850. However, the structure has undergone architectural changes that
have altered important historical features. In my opinion the structure

is not in a good state of repair.

I have been informed that the owner intends to restore the building to
its original design. If this is achieved, I feel the structure would
then qualify for a historical marker.

BW:ml

e State ﬂ%ﬂﬂ% /07‘ Historic Preservation




The Turner House, Marshall, as of April 1979




Harrison County

I approve of the inscription for:

The Turner House

as sent to me on June 6, 1979

Juri Lo signed
SEHAS HISTORIEAL DOMMIaS:
TRXAS HISTORIGAL G &/{/m/{/ /4 [?7?
J dated

___Harrison County

I approve of the inscription for:

The Turner House

as sent to me on June 6, 1979

Vt,LM%.oﬁ,u

RE CEIVE Signed
o | —/2-79

TEHRS BISTOMIGAL COMMISSIZN Tated 7
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THE TURNER HOUSE -- This photograph shows the basic, square construction
of the house as well as the brick pillars on which it is supported.



THE TURNER HOUSE -- Here is shown the shed-type rear addition built in 1928,
which is to be removed.
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THE TURNER HOUSE -- This photograph illustrates the central hallway, two-and-
two room design of the house. Evidence of the front "stoop," later incorpor-
ated into a front gallery, also is apparent.

1-11




