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Last Year’s Events
By: Alicia Millard

Last school year was another big year 
for the Office of Multicultural Affairs 
(OMA).  We helped to organize and host 
various programs throughout the year.  
We started off the year with the OMA 
Welcome Week  Party on the Plaza.  
Freshman and returning students got to 
meet the members of various organiza-
tions such as NAACP, the Organization 
of Latin Americans (OLA), Lumberjack 
Cultural Association (LCA) and many 
others.  Students danced to music pro-
vided by a DJ and tried SFA’s purple ice 
cream.  The OMA gave away t-shirts 
and several $100 Book scholarships to 
attendees.  

In September, LCA worked with vari-
ous organizations including OLA and 
the Muslim Student Association to host 
We Are ALL American which hon-
ored the tenth anniversary of 9/11 and 
helped to promote acceptance and tol-
erance of the various races and cultures 
that make up America.

At the end of September, the OMA and 
the NAACP hosted a male and female 
relationship workshop about respect 
and miscommunication between gen-
ders. The “Men vs. Women: What’s the 
Real Battle?” program helped to devel-

op stronger core values between men 
and women. Topics such as verbal 
abuse, rape, STDs, and healthy dat-
ing habits were all touched on. Mo-
tivational speakers Ms. Renee Top-
pin and Mr. Hasani Pettiford shared 
their personal messages.  Ms Toppin 
is the founder of a non-profit, “Black 
Women Who Want More”, that em-
phasizes wholeness in every area 
of a woman’s life.  At the event she 
shared her experiences of being in 
an abusive relationship for 12 years 
and how she survived and thrived.  
Mr. Pettiford has produced an array 
of educational materials including 
two best-sellers: Black Thighs, Black 
Guys & Bedroom Lies and Pimpin’ 
From The Pulpit To The Pews. He has 
also published a book series on per-
sonal growth & development entitled 
The Habit Series. His latest and most 
controversial book is entitled Why 
We Hate Black Women and Why We 
Should Love Them. These two speak-
ers broke down the miscommunica-
tion between men and women so we 
can develop stronger better relation-
ships. 

September was also the beginning 
of Hispanic Heritage Month.  The 
Organization of Latin Americans 
(OLA) kicked off the month with 
their Hispanic Heritage Month Kick-

off Event.  Participants read po-
etry and short stories written by 
favorite Latino poets and writers 
as well as reading their own writ-
ing.  The audience was also en-
tertained by local Nacogdoches 
dance group, Los Viejitos.  

Sigma Lambda Beta continued 
the Hispanic Heritage Month 
celebration by hosting their an-
nual The Taste of Latin American 
in East College Cafeteria.  Stu-
dents were treated to a variety of 
authentic dishes from countries 
including Cuba, Mexico and El 
Salvador.  During the event, tra-
ditional music such as Salsa, Te-
jano and Reggaeton was played 
and students were encouraged to 
learn some dance moves. 

In October the OMA closed off 
Hispanic Heritage Month by 
hosting “What’s in your Back-
pack:  Packing for Success in Life”, 



Start Your Fall 
Semester Off 
Right 
By: Alicia Millard

The Office of Multicultural Affairs 
(OMA) at SFA is gearing up for an 
an educational and entertaining Fall 
semester of events.  We will start the 
semester off with our Welcome Week 
event by bringing a taste of Broadway 
to SFA & the Nacogdoches commu-
nities with the play, The World is My 
Home – The Life of Paul Robeson 
on August 28th as 7pm in the BPSC 
Movie Theater.  The play is a tribute 
to the legacy of a tortured genius who 
was ahead of his time. Paul Robeson 
lived several lives filled with triumph 
and tragedy as he fought for the lib-
eration of Africa and social justice 

for all.  Paul Robeson was the son 
of a preacher who transcended race 
and dreamed for a colorblind society.  
He spoke out against the Holocaust, 
visited Warsaw ghettos in Poland & 
co-founded the Organization for Af-
rican Unity with W.E.B. Dubois.  This 
play will cover life lessons about tol-
erance, diversity, and social justice in 
America.  The event is FREE to all.

Our Welcome Week events will con-
tinue with “Akwaaba” – Welcome to 
SFA reception for students of col-
or on September 6th at 5:00 p.m. in 
BPSC Twilight Ballroom. This event 
is hosted by the OMA and the Dean 
of Students Office.  During this event 
you will have the opportunity to 
meet Faculty and Staff of Color that 
are dedicated to your success. It takes 
a whole village to raise a child, and 
the SFA family wants to welcome you 
to the village. Join us for free food 
and meet people that will assist you 
on your journey to being a successful 
Lumberjack. The event is FREE to all.

In celebration of Hispanic Heritage 
Month, the OMA and the Organi-
zation of Latin Americans (OLA) 
will host Avanzando y No Olvidan-
do: Going Forward without Forget-
ting with guest speaker Ret. Lt. Col. 
Counselo Castillo-Kickbusch. Mrs. 
Castillo-Kickbusch entered the U.S. 
Army as an officer and served for 
two decades. During that time, she 
broke barriers and set records in 
the military where she became the 
highest-ranking Hispanic woman 
in the Combat Support Field of the 
U.S. Army. Ms. Castillo-Kickbusch 
is all too familiar with the challenges 
of poverty, discrimination, and illit-
eracy. Although she grew up with-
out material wealth, her immigrant 

parents taught that she was rich 
in culture, tradition, values, and 
faith. Now is the time for leader-
ship development, growth, and 
leaving your legacy. We can “go 
forward without forgetting” what 
a rich heritage the Latino commu-
nity has to offer the world. Join us 
in celebration of Hispanic Her-
itage Month as we discuss with 
Mrs. Castillo-Kickbusch about 
living a legacy of honor and pride.  
Avanzando y No Olvidando: Go-
ing Forward without Forgetting 
will be held on October 18 at 7:00 
p.m. in the BPSC Grand Ballroom.  
The event is FREE to all.

Finally on November 5 and 6 start-
ing at 6:00 p.m., the OMA and the 
Lumberjack Cultural Association 
(LCA) will present their annual 
Tunnel of Oppression.  The Tun-
nel of Oppression is an interactive 
museum which spotlights differ-
ent types of oppression through 
interactive theatre and multime-
dia presentations. In the past, 
the event has shed light on issues 
ranging from human trafficking, 
genocide and suicide, just to name 
a few.  The event is FREE to all.

For more information, you can 
contact the Office of Multicultural 
Affairs at (936) 468-1073 or email 
us at multiculturalcenter@sfasu.
edu.  Our Fall/Spring office hours 
are Monday through Thursday 
8:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. and Friday 
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.   To get even 
more updated information about 
events be sure to “friend” us on 
Facebook at MC Center and fol-
low us on twitter @sfamcc.

a program about being successful not 
just in school but in life presented 
by Jimmy Cabrera. Mr. Cabrera has 
earned the National Speakers Asso-
ciation Certified Speaking Profession 
"CSP" designation. He is a dynamic 
and energetic speaker, riveting his 
audience's attention through the very 
last sentence. Every presentation 
he gives is Jimmy Cabrera's unique 
blend of motivation and education.

In November LCA hosted their three- 
day annualevent Tunnel of Oppres-
sion.  The Tunnel of Oppression is an 
interactive museum which spotlights 
different types of oppression through 
interactive theatre and multimedia 
presentations. In the past the event 
has shed light on issues ranging from 
human trafficking, genocide and sui-
cide, just to name a few.

The spring semester was kicked off 
with the annual MLK Day of Service.  
The OMA, in collaboration with 
Student Leadership & Service, com-
memorated and honored Dr. King’s 
life with a day of service to the Na-
cogdoches community. SFA students 
went out into the community to serve 
and show display their leadership. As 
MLK famous quote, “Everyboday 
can be great because anybody can 
serve.” Being a Lumberjack we are all 
great citizen of this country. 

February marked the beginning of 

Black History month, and the 
OMA and the NAACP opened 
it with the annual NAACP Gala.  
During the dinner gala Kevin 
Powell gave his speech, “An open 
letter to be more”.  Mr. Powell has 
lectured on multicultural, Ameri-
can and Black American History, 
the life of Dr. King, the state of 
hip-hop and redefining Ameri-
can manhood. He is an activist, 
writer, and businessman and in 
2010, was a democratic candidate 
for Congress in Brooklyn, New 
York. A fixture on the pop culture 
landscape the past several years, 
Kevin was a cast member on the 
first season of MTV’s “The Real 
World”; has hosted and produced 
programming for HBO and BET; 
written a screenplay; and host-
ed and wrote an award-winning 
MTV documentary about post-ri-
ot Los Angeles. 

The OMA and the NAACP 
brought Black History Month to 
a close with The Miseducation of 
the Black Greek Xperience pro-
gram.  Black Greek Letter organi-
zations boast a rich legacy but un-
fortunately, they are often riddled 
with misconceptions and misun-
derstandings regarding their pur-
pose, mission and history. Despite 
being over 100 years old, the gen-
eral public still knows very little 
about their historical significance 
and major contributions that 
these organizations and its mem-
bers have made throughout the 
world. In collaboration with Black 
Greek Fraternities and Sororities 
on campus this program was in-
teractive and engaging ultimately 
answering the question: What is 

a Black Greek Lettered Organiza-
tion?”

In March OLA created The Wall 
on the SFA campus.  The Wall 
simulated the fence found on 
the border of Mexico and Unit-
ed States.  On the wall were facts 
and personal statements about the 
wall and immigration.  Students 
were encouraged to stop and read 
information about the topic of im-
migration.

March was also the month of 
Fashion’n Motion’s (FnM) annual 
Project Red Fashion show.  Project 
Red is one of the largest and most 
extravagant programs of the year 
using fashion to bring awareness 
to the still relevant issue of HIV/
AIDS.  This year’s theme, “AIDS is 
not Dead” hosted various catego-
ries of fashion including the 80’s 
reborn & reinvented, Avant Garde, 
and recycle & refurbished fashion.  
FnM integrated traditional cat-
walk with segments of film and a 
live keynote speaker.  The keynote 
speaker spoke about her experi-
ences of living with HIV/AIDS.  
A portion of the proceeds raised 
were given to the Love U Founda-
tion which helps patients with the 
HIV/AIDS virus.   

In April the OMA worked with 
various departments and organi-
zations on campus including Res-
idence Life, Pride Nac and LCA 
to host Diversity Week.  The week 
included a panel discussion on 
religion, art expos, day of silence 
and many other ways to celebrate 
diversity at SFA. 

The end of April and the school 

year were celebrated at the OMA’s 
End of the year BBQ.  The event 
took place at the Campus Recreation 
Center where students participated 
in volleyball matches and basket-
ball tournaments and played var-
ious card games and board games 
all while listening to classic music. 
Awards and recognition were given 
to various student leaders and or-
ganizations and the new presidents 
of various organizations were an-
nounced.  The African Student Or-
ganization’s (ASO) new president is 
Bernard Ambe, Fashion ‘n Motion’s 
(FnM) president is Jacqueline Polk, 
David Jones is the new president of 
the Lumberjack Cultural Association 
(LCA), Alexander Evans is the pres-
ident of NAACP, and new president 
of the Organizations of Latin Ameri-
cans (OLA) is Fabiola Trevino.  



The 411 on Jack 
Camp
By: Alicia Millard

Jack Camp welcomes incoming 
students to SFA each year by giving 
them an opportunity to meet fellow 
students, have fun, and learn about 
life at SFA. Jack Camp can help you 
find your place in our Lumberjack 
Family. 
Jack Camp is one of the best ways to 
get a head start on your college career. 
We have seen over the years that those 
students whom attend Jack Camp stay 
and complete their college degree at 
SFA than those whom don’t attend. 
OMA wants to encourage and sup-
port students to attend Jack Camp. If 
you are in need for some scholarships 
to attend Jack Camp, come and speak 
with one of the OMA Staff members. 
We will help you find your way to Jack 
Camp through some scholarships. 
Don’t let anything stop you from be-
ing the best Lumberjack! 

Jack Camp is a four-day extended 
orientation program that takes place 
at Camp Olympia in Trinity, Texas. 
Students will arrive at Camp Olympia 
to find some of the best camp facili-
ties in the state of Texas, including air 
conditioned cabins, on-site cafeteria, 
athletic fields and more. In addition, 
Jack Camp is led by some of the most 
successful student leaders at SFA. 

Once you arrive at Jack Camp, you 
will become part of several groups - 
your cabin, your family group, your 
tribe and your team. This will allow 
you to meet as many other Lumber-
jacks as possible. With these groups, 

you will enjoy team-building exer-
cises, participate in group discus-
sions, play sports and socialize. 
So, what do you do at Jack Camp?  
Students will have an opportunity 
to share fun experiences with their 
peers and really get to know other 
students on a close level. They will 
also have opportunities to engage 
in small group discussions about 
life at SFA, what to expect as a new 
student, some fears students might 
have their first year, as well as many 
other questions incoming students 
may have.

In addition, Jack Camp also features 
evening mixer activities, plenty of 
free time at the pool, and opportu-
nities for you to just enjoy your sur-
roundings with some of your new 
friends.

How much does Jack Camp cost? 
Jack Camp costs $150. This price 
covers meals, lodging, camp mate-
rials, and a Jack Camp T-shirt.  You 
can pay for Jack Camp with cash, 
check or a credit card, or charge it 
to your MySFA account. All credit 
card transactions can be complet-
ed by using the online marketplace 
link at www.sfasu.edu/jackcamp. 

We know what you’re thinking, 
“One hundred fifty dollars?!?!  I 
just finished paying tutition!”  Well, 
you’re in luck we are currently of-
fering several scholarships that 
will pay for you to attended Jack 
Camp.  Scholarship applications 
are available on the website. If you 
are interested, please submit your 
scholarship application with your 
registration form. Be sure to regis-
ter ASAP as sessions will fill up fast! 

Diversity Week of Event – Spirit, 
Mind, and Body

April 16 through April 20 the 
OMA worked with various de-
partments and organizations on 
campus including Residence Life, 
Pride Nac and LCA to host Di-
versity Week.  The week included 
panel discussions art expos, and 
many other ways to celebrate di-
versity at SFA. 

Every night at 4:30 p.m. Passport 
Night was hosted at East Col-
lege Cafeteria.  Participants were 
treated to a dinner filled with an 
assortment of different cuisines 
ranging from delicious Mexican 
food to mouth watering sushi. 
On Monday evening, Diversity 
Week was kicked off with a con-
versation about disabilities. Don’t 
Diss Me was hosted by  the OMA 
and Disability services.  Dr. Jamie 
Weaver was our evening speaker, 
where she explored disability et-
iquette and helped end the dis-

enfranchisement of marginalized 
communities. 

On Tuesday evening, students 
were invited to join their peers in 
a dialogue about COEXISTing.. 
This panel introduced the audi-
ence to different faiths and spir-
itualities around them. 
The Kingdom was hosted on 
Wednesday evening by the Lum-
berjack Cultural Association.  
This program tore down cultural 
barriers by showcasing societal 
hierarchies. The audience partic-
ipated in the selection process of 
building the kingdom by ranking 
individuals based on stereotypes 
and cultural beliefs. This inter-
active program challenged the 
audience to re-think their role in 
society. 

Nearing the end of Diversity 
Week, Thursday celebrated two 
events.  During the day, students 
had the opportunity to SIT and 
take pictures pledging that they 
would not stand for prejudices 
and stereotypes in our communi-
ty in “I Will Not Stand For” cam-
paign. This program was aimed 

at combating intolerance in our 
society, while promoting under-
standing and acceptance. 

Thursday evening, PRIDE Nac and the 
Diversity Week Planning committee 
hosted Across the Spectrum.  This panel 
aspired to demonstrate the wide spec-
trum within the LGBTQ community 
through an open forum. Students had 
the opportunity to learn about a commu-
nity that they may have already thought 
they knew and understood. 
In addition to the events, Student Ac-
tivities Association presented to special 
features, I am Sam and Transamerica to 
supplement the week’s events. .  

To end Diversity Week, the Project Uni-
ty Step show was held on Friday at the 
William R. Johnson Coliseum.  In order 
to promote the vision of unity this pro-
gram uses the art form of stepping as a 
way to demonstrate how diverse people 
can collaborate and learn from each oth-
er. Unlike traditional step shows Project 
Unity Step Show teams are intertwined 
teams from the diverse Greek councils at 
Stephen F. Austin State University. 

For more information, please contact the 
Multicultural Center:

Phone: 936-468-1073
Email: multiculturalcenter@sfasu.edu
Facebook: MC Center
Twitter: @sfamcc

To learn more, about Jack Camp 
you can visit www.sfasu.edu/
jackcamp.  For more information 
you can also contact Jack Camp 
at (936) 468-6411 or email 
SFAjackcamp@gmail.com.  


